March 6, 2008

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days within which to revise
and extend their remarks and insert
extraneous material on the bill, H.R.
2857, into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
MOORE of Wisconsin). Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
California?

There was no objection.

——

GENERATIONS INVIGORATING VOL-
UNTEERISM AND EDUCATION
ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1015 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2857.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2857) to
reauthorize and reform the national
service laws, with Mrs. TAUSCHER in
the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered read the
first time.

The gentleman from California (Mr.
GEORGE MILLER) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. MCKEON) each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER).

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Madam Chairman, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 2857, the Generations In-
vigorating Volunteerism and Edu-
cation Act, the first reauthorization of
national and community service laws
and programs since 1993. I am pleased
that today this House is taking up this
important measure that will take vol-
unteerism and service into the 2lst
century.

It was in March of 1961 that President
John F. Kennedy first challenged a
generations of Americans to ask ‘‘not
what your country can do for you; ask
what you can do for your country.” By
establishing the Peace Corps and the
Volunteers in Service to America pro-
grams, he inspired millions of Ameri-
cans to make a difference here at home
and around the globe. He created a
powerful legacy of hope and service
that connects us as Americans.

Almost 50 years later, we should be
very proud that volunteering in Amer-
ica is at a 30-year high. Through
AmeriCorps and other service pro-
grams, new generations of Americans
have become inspired to build stronger,
more vibrant communities, help chil-
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dren succeed in schools, and rebuild
cities in times of disaster.

In fact, in 2006, more than 61 million
Americans gave back to their commu-
nities through service. That same year,
volunteers in my home State of Cali-
fornia contributed more than 858 mil-
lion hours of service to our State econ-
omy, a value of more than $17 billion.
In the 15 years since AmeriCorps was
enacted into law, more than 500,000
Americans of all ages and backgrounds
have participated in this program.

Our current and future generations of
volunteers deserve our renewed support
for their programs, just as President
Kennedy first provided decades ago.
The GIVE Act, this legislation, recog-
nizes this growing service movement
that is taking place across the Nation.
It builds upon the successful work
being done in communities across by
members of AmeriCorps, VISTA, Sen-
ior Corps and Learn and Serve Amer-
ica.

AmeriCorps has become a successful
model for public-private partnerships.
Last year, the AmeriCorps program le-
veraged more than $200 million in
matching funds, mobilized more than
1.4 million volunteers, and worked with
2,000 small and large faith-based and
community-based organizations across
the country.

The GIVE Act would strengthen the
AmeriCorps service model by putting
us on the path to increasing the num-
ber of AmeriCorps members from 75,000
to 100,000 by 2012 with a focus of engag-
ing low-income, disadvantaged, and at-
risk youth.

With soaring tuition prices making it
more difficult for many students to get
a college degree, the GIVE Act would
help AmeriCorps members pay for col-
lege by increasing the scholarship that
they earn in exchange for their service
from $4,725 to $5,255 by 2012.

This bill would also introduce young
people to community service by cre-
ating a new Summer of Service initia-
tive that will offer middle school and
high school students the opportunity
to spend the summer working to im-
prove their communities while earning
a $500 education award that can be used
for college or for college preparation.

Alumni of these programs remain
valuable resources to our communities.
More than 72 percent of AmeriCorps
members continue to volunteer in their
communities after their term of serv-
ice ends. After Hurricane Katrina dev-
astated gulf coast communities,
AmeriCorps alumni played a key role
in relief, recovery, and rebuilding ef-
forts.

To help tap into these resources in
times of emergency, this bill would ex-
pand the number of volunteers ready to
respond by creating an Alumni Reserve
Corps of service alumni with previous
experience serving during disasters.

Volunteering also provides critical
opportunities for older Americans to
make a difference in their commu-
nities. Each year, nearly half a million
older Americans participate in the
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Senior Corps programs, mentoring chil-
dren of prisoners, providing inde-
pendent living services to seniors, as-
sisting victims of natural disasters,
and mobilizing other volunteers.

The GIVE Act would expand the pur-
pose of Senior Corps programs by add-
ing an emphasis on recruiting retired
STEM, health care, law enforcement
and military professionals to help with
education, after-school, public safety
and technology needs.

In addition, it would phase in the
competition for the Retired and Senior
Volunteer Programs, an important
part of the Senior Corps by 2013, allow-
ing new grantees and volunteers to join
the service movement and encouraging
innovation and evolution among high-
performing programs. I also want to
thank the RSVP program for working
with us to ensure a responsible transi-
tion.

I want to thank Members on both
sides of the aisle, in particular Rep-
resentatives MCCARTHY, MCKEON and
PLATTS, for their leadership, as well as
the Service Caucus for their support.

I also want to thank our committee
staff for their hard work on this bill,
including Alex Ceja, Denise Forte,
Stephanie Moore, Deborah Koolbeck
with Mrs. McCARTHY, Brad Thomas
with Mr. MCKEON, and Becky Wolfkiel
with Mr. PLATTS.

Let me also thank Voices of Services
and its member organizations, who
were invaluable in helping us develop
this legislation.

It is clear that service has played an
important role in this country’s his-
tory and will continue to help us meet
the challenges and needs of our com-
munities. It is clear that the interest
in volunteering reaches across all gen-
erations: our young people, retiring
baby boomers, and older Americans.
The GIVE Act reflects their commit-
ment, and our commitment, to build-
ing a stronger country through service.
I urge my colleagues to join us in this
effort by supporting this legislation.

Madam Chairman, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MCKEON. Madam Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume, and I rise in support of the GIVE
Act.

I would like to begin by thanking
Chairman MILLER, as well as the Chair
and the ranking member of the sub-
committee, Mrs. MCCARTHY of New
York and Mr. PLATTS from Pennsyl-
vania, for their efforts to develop a
solid, bipartisan bill that will strength-
en our national service programs. I
would also like to recognize Brad
Thomas from my staff for his hard
work on this bill.

Like many of my colleagues, particu-
larly on this side of the aisle, I histori-
cally have had concerns about
AmeriCorps and the other programs
within the Corporation for National
and Community Service. Particularly
during the 1990s, Federal management
of these programs was at best dismal.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-09T16:41:39-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




