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only had to consider the merits of the 
job itself, but also had to factor in find-
ing employment with someone who 
provided adequate insurance coverage 
and leave policies, and was also willing 
to accommodate situations like the 
need for flexible work schedules and 
adaptive equipment. 

MS can also complicate decisions 
about personal relationships, marriage, 
and child bearing. Since MS affects 
twice as many women as men, young 
women with MS often struggle with 
the decision of whether or not to have 
children who could potentially inherit 
the disease. In making such decisions, 
they also have to consider options for 
caring for those children in the event 
that MS leaves them impaired or dis-
abled. 

Because many of the symptoms of 
MS—like fatigue, pain, vision prob-
lems, and numbness of extremities—are 
‘‘invisible’’ to others, people often 
don’t realize the extent to which the 
disease affects those who suffer from it. 

For those suffering from MS, some of 
the most important steps they can 
take are to seek prompt treatment 
with a physician qualified to address 
MS, consider beginning therapy with 
one of the FDA approved disease modi-
fying drugs, and develop a supportive 
network of family and friends. 

The most important thing that we in 
Congress can do for those who have MS 
is recognize the scope of this illness, 
which we are doing through this reso-
lution, and resolve to find ways to im-
prove treatments for those suffering 
from this devastating disease, and ulti-
mately, resolve to help find a cure. 
With this resolution, I also invite the 
chief executive officers of the States, 
territories and possessions of the U.S. 
to issue proclamations designating Na-
tional Multiple Sclerosis Education 
and Awareness Month. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 478—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF ‘‘WORLD WATER 
DAY’’ 
Mr. SMITH (for himself and Mr. 

KERRY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 478 

Whereas the United Nations General As-
sembly, via resolution, has designated March 
22 of each year as World Water Day; 

Whereas a person needs 4 to 5 liters of 
water per day to survive; 

Whereas a person can live weeks without 
food, but only days without water; 

Whereas every 15 seconds a child dies from 
a water-borne disease; 

Whereas, for children under age 5, water- 
borne diseases are the leading cause of death; 

Whereas millions of women and children 
spend several hours a day collecting water 
from distant, often polluted sources; 

Whereas every dollar spent on water and 
sanitation saves on average $9 in costs avert-
ed and productivity gained; 

Whereas, at any given time, 1⁄2 of the 
world’s hospital beds are occupied by pa-
tients suffering from a water-borne disease; 

Whereas 88 percent of all diseases are 
caused by unsafe drinking water, inadequate 
sanitation, and poor hygiene; 

Whereas 1,100,000,000 (1 in 6) people lack ac-
cess to an improved water supply; 

Whereas 2,600,000,000 people in the world 
lack access to improved sanitation; 

Whereas the global celebration of World 
Water Day is an initiative that grew out of 
the 1992 United Nations Conference on Envi-
ronment and Development in Rio de Janeiro; 

Whereas the participants in the 2002 World 
Summit on Sustainable Development in Jo-
hannesburg, including the United States, 
agreed to the Plan of Implementation which 
included an agreement to work to reduce by 
1⁄2 from the baseline year 1990 ‘‘the propor-
tion of people who are unable to reach or to 
afford safe drinking water’’, ‘‘and the propor-
tion of people without access to basic sanita-
tion’’ by 2015; and 

Whereas Congress passed and the President 
signed into law the Senator Paul Simon 
Water for the Poor Act of 2005 (Public Law 
109-121), which was intended to ‘‘elevate the 
role of water and sanitation policy in the de-
velopment of U.S. foreign policy and improve 
the effectiveness of U.S. official programs’’: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals of ideals of ‘‘World 

Water Day’’; 
(2) urges an increased effort and the invest-

ment of greater resources by the Department 
of State, the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, and all relevant Fed-
eral departments and agencies toward pro-
viding sustainable and equitable access to 
safe drinking water and sanitation for the 
poor and the very poor; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe the week with appropriate 
activities that promote awareness of the im-
portance of access to clean water. 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce a resolution sup-
porting the ideals and goals of World 
Water Day. I am pleased to have my 
colleague Senator JOHN KERRY joining 
me in this cause by serving as the co- 
sponsor of this resolution. 

March 22 was established as World 
Water Day by the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly to promote awareness of 
the importance of access to clean water 
and improved sanitation. Over 1 billion 
people lack access to an improved 
water supply and 2.6 billion people lack 
access to improved sanitation. 

Activities are planned internation-
ally to further the goals and ideals of 
World Water Day. In many cities 
across the United States, UNICEF is 
sponsoring the Tap Project. Res-
taurants will offer patrons the oppor-
tunity to add at least $1 to their 
checks during the week of March 16. 
Each dollar donated will result in a 
child receiving clean water for 40 days. 
Thee are currently 16 featured cities, 
including Portland, OR, and Boston 
MA. 

In 2000, the United Nations member 
States adopted eight millennium devel-
opment goals as a basis for working co-
operatively. To ensure environmental 
stability, one of the goals established 
is to reduce by half the proportion of 
people without sustainable access to 
safe drinking water and basic sanita-
tion by 2015. While some progress has 
been made, much more remains to be 
done. The United Nation’s 2007 Millen-
nium Development Goals Report re-
veals that we are on pace to miss the 

2015 target for access to basic sanita-
tion by over 600 million. 

Each day millions of women and girls 
spend hours traveling miles to trans-
port water to their homes. In many 
cases, the source is polluted. At any 
given time, half of the world’s hospital 
beds are occupied by patients suffering 
from waterborne diseases. These dis-
eases are the leading cause of death for 
children under 5. 

The Senator Paul Simon Water for 
the Poor Act of 2005 set a goal of pro-
viding equal and affordable access to 
clean and safe water and sanitation in 
developing countries. This access has 
long been recognized by the U.S. as a 
contributing factor to our foreign pol-
icy interests. More importantly, access 
to clean and safe water is basic human 
right. 

We urge our colleagues to support 
this important piece of legislation. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 4147. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 70, 
setting forth the congressional budget for 
the United States Government for fiscal year 
2009 and including the appropriate budgetary 
levels for fiscal years 2008 and 2010 through 
2013; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 4148. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 70, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 4149. Mr. REID (for Mr. BINGAMAN) pro-
posed an amendment to the resolution S. 
Res. 178, expressing the sympathy of the Sen-
ate to the families of women and girls mur-
dered in Guatemala, and encouraging the 
United States to work with Guatemala to 
bring an end to these crimes. 

SA 4150. Mr. REID (for Mr. BINGAMAN) pro-
posed an amendment to the resolution S. 
Res. 178, supra. 

SA 4151. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 70, 
setting forth the congressional budget for 
the United States Government for fiscal year 
2009 and including the appropriate budgetary 
levels for fiscal years 2008 and 2010 through 
2013; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 4152. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 70, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 4147. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the concurrent resolution S. 
Con. Res. 70, setting forth the congres-
sional budget for the United States 
Government for fiscal year 2009 and in-
cluding the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal years 2008 and 2010 
through 2013; which was ordered to lie 
on the table; as follows: 

On page 18, line 16, increase the amount by 
$2,000,000. 

On page 18, line 17, increase the amount by 
$1,000,000. 

On page 18, line 21, increase the amount by 
$1,000,000. 

On page 27, line 16, decrease the amount by 
$2,000,000. 
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