United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 10 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 154

WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 2008

No. 42

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. TIERNEY).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 12, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOHN F.
TIERNEY to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

PRAYER

The Reverend W. James Thomas, II,
Shiloh Church of Memphis, Memphis,
Tennessee, offered the following pray-
er:

Gracious God, we come before You
today to praise You for Your goodness
to our Nation and for blessing us in
ways we do not deserve. We celebrate
the diversity of languages and cultures
that have shaped and enriched our na-
tional life. With the many problems we
face in our Nation, we thank You for
leaders who are passionate about our
Nation’s future.

And now, dear God, give us Your
light and Your truth to guide us. Keep
our faces toward You and our feet in
paths of righteousness. Give our Na-
tion’s leaders the fortitude to stand
strong for what is right. Keep us, sus-
tain us, and do not allow us to lose
sight of You. Deliver us from sin, par-
don our offenses, and absolve us from
all wickedness. Grant us the highest
joy, that of glorifying and enjoying
You.

This we pray in Your holy name.
Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I object to the vote on the ground that
a quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. CUELLAR)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CUELLAR led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 1593. An act to reauthorize the grant
program for reentry of offenders into the
community in the Omnibus Crime Control
and Safe Streets Act of 1968, to improve re-
entry planning and implementation, and for
other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has agreed to without amend-
ment in which the concurrence of the
House is requested, concurrent resolu-
tions of the House of the following ti-
tles:

H. Con. Res. 270. Concurrent resolution to
make corrections in the enrollment of the
bill H.R. 1593.

H. Con. Res. 306. Concurrent resolution per-
mitting the use of the Rotunda of the Cap-
itol for a ceremony as part of the commemo-
ration of the days of remembrance of victims
of the Holocaust.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 2516. An act to assist members of the
Armed forces in obtaining United States
citizenship, and for other purposes.

WELCOMING REV. W. JAMES
THOMAS, II

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. COHEN) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, our pastor
today was Pastor W. James Thomas, II.

Pastor Thomas is God’s visionary for
Shiloh Church of Memphis, located in
Memphis, Tennessee. Serving as pastor
since 1994, his consistent obedience to
God has taken the Shiloh congregation
from glory to glory. The membership
has grown from 75 to 600 and counting.
During these years, Pastor Thomas has
been preaching and teaching God’s un-
compromising Word with a boldness
that has changed the lives of the people
at Shiloh and throughout the country.

To accommodate the vision and
growth of the church membership, Pas-
tor Thomas led the congregation in the
acquisition of a 19,000 square foot wor-
ship and educational facility in 1998. In
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