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NOT VOTING—12
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). Members are advised 2 min-
utes remain on this vote.
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So (two-thirds not being in the af-
firmative) the motion was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Speaker, before we
resolve into the Committee of the
Whole, I ask unanimous consent that
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks, and sub-
mit matters relevant to consideration
of H. Con. Res. 312, Concurrent Resolu-
tion on the Budget for Fiscal Year 2009.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

———

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2009

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1036 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution, H.
Con. Res. 312.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the concurrent resolu-
tion (H. Con. Res. 312) revising the con-
gressional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal year 2008, estab-
lishing the congressional budget for
the United States Government for fis-
cal year 2009, and setting forth appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2010 through 2013, with Mrs. TAUSCHER
in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the concurrent resolution is con-
sidered read the first time.

General debate shall not exceed 4
hours, with 3 hours confined to the con-
gressional budget, equally divided and
controlled by the chairman and rank-
ing member of the Committee on the
Budget, and 1 hour on the subject of
economic goals and policies, equally di-
vided and controlled by the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY)
and the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. SAXTON). The gentleman from
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South Carolina (Mr. SPRATT) and the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. RYAN)
each will control 90 minutes on the
congressional budget.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from South Carolina.

Mr. SPRATT. Madam Chairman, I
yield myself 14 minutes.

Madam Chairman, today we take up
the budget resolution. Passing it, like
many things in this House, is never
easy, and sometimes contentious. But
it is crucially important if we care
about fiscal soundness and the future
of our country.

Our country faces right now a host of
different challenges: the specter of re-
cession, a crunch in the credit mar-
kets, rising unemployment, declining
family income, constant inflation in
the cost of health care, aging infra-
structure, and a porous safety net. And
that is not to mention the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan, costing us close to
$200 billion this year, and even more
dearly in human lives and wounded.

The President’s budget for 2009 does
little to turn this tide. In fact, the poli-
cies of the last 7 years have created
some of these problems and com-
pounded others. Eight short years ago,
in 2000, our budget was in surplus, big-
time surplus. In that year, we had a
surplus of $236 billion. Having worked
for years to bring the budget to this
status, we warned the President and
our colleagues across the aisle not to
bet it all on a blue-sky forecast; but it
was to no avail.

The President’s economists looked
out 10 years and saw nothing but sur-
pluses, $5.6 trillion in all. We worried
that if these rosy projections didn’t
pan out, we would be right back where
we had been, deep in deficit.
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Well, the President told the country,
in effect, that we could have it all,
guns, butter and tax cuts, too, and
never mind the deficits.

I'll have to admit it looked as though
we were sitting on an island of sur-
pluses, but, in truth, we were sur-
rounded by a sea of debt, of long-term
unfunded liabilities for Social Security
and Medicare, coming due just over the
horizon.

Seven years later, under this admin-
istration’s policies, those surpluses are
history. They’re gone, vanished, re-
placed with record deficits and mount-
ing debt.

This one chart here which shows in
tabular form the increase in the debt
over the last 8 years, says it as simply
as we can on one piece of paper. When
the President came to office, the debt
of this country was $5.7 trillion. When
he leaves in a few months, it will prob-
ably be close to $10 trillion, more than
$4 trillion in debt accumulation on the
watch of the Bush administration.

The budget we take up today is no
grand solution, I'll grant you that, but
it moves us in the right direction. It
restores fiscal responsibility, but not
to the exclusion of other values that
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