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(A) implements improvements to the Medi-
care or Medicaid programs under titles XVIII
and XIX of the Social Security Act, respec-
tively, or the State Children’s Health Insur-
ance program under title XXI of such Act;
and

(B) does not result in reduced benefits for
chronic care for Medicare beneficiaries who
choose a Medicare Advantage plan under
part C of such title XVIII; and

(2) is within its allocation as provided
under section 302(a) of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974,

the Chairman of the Senate Committee on
the Budget may revise allocations of new
budget authority and outlays, the revenue
aggregates, and other appropriate measures
to reflect such legislation, provided that
such legislation would not increase the def-
icit for fiscal year 2009, or over either the pe-
riod of the total of fiscal years 2008 through
2013 or the period of the total of fiscal years
2008 through 2018.

SA 4282. Mr. HATCH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the concurrent resolution S.
Con. Res. 70, setting forth the congres-
sional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal year 2009 and in-
cluding the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal years 2008 and 2010
through 2013; which was ordered to lie
on the table; as follows:

On page 52, line 23, insert ‘‘(including the
United States-Colombia Trade Promotion
Agreement)”’ after ‘‘trade agreements’’.

SA 4283. Mr. HATCH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the concurrent resolution S.
Con. Res. 70, setting forth the congres-
sional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal year 2009 and in-
cluding the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal years 2008 and 2010
through 2013; which was ordered to lie
on the table; as follows:

At the end of the bill, insert the following:
SEC. 308. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING

THE DIVERSION OF FUNDS SET
ASIDE FOR USPTO.

It is the sense of the Senate that none of
the funds recommended by this resolution,
or appropriated or otherwise made available
under any other Act, to the United States
Patent and Trademark Office shall be di-
verted, redirected, transferred, or used for
any other purpose than for which such funds
were intended.

SA 4284. Mr. BROWNBACK submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the concurrent resolution S.
Con. Res. 70, setting forth the congres-
sional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal year 2009 and in-
cluding the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal years 2008 and 2010
through 2013; which was ordered to lie
on the table; as follows:

On page 25, line 16, increase the amount by
$3,000,000.

On page 25, line 17, increase the amount by
$3,000,000.

On page 25, line 20, increase the amount by
$6,000,000.

On page 25, line 21, increase the amount by
$6,000,000.

On page 25, line 24, increase the amount by
$8,000,000.

On page 25, line 25, increase the amount by
$8,000,000.
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On page 26, line 3, increase the amount by
$8,000,000.

On page 26, line 4, increase the amount by
$8,000,000.

On page 26, line 7, increase the amount by
$4,000,000.

On page 26, line 8, increase the amount by
$4,000,000.

On page 27, line 16, decrease the amount by
$3,000,000.

On page 27, line 17, decrease the amount by
$3,000,000.

On page 27, line 20, decrease the amount by
$6,000,000.

On page 27, line 21, decrease the amount by
$6,000,000.

On page 27, line 24, decrease the amount by
$8,000,000.

On page 27, line 25, decrease the amount by
$8,000,000.

On page 28, line 3, decrease the amount by
$8,000,000.

On page 28, line 4, decrease the amount by
$8,000,000.

On page 28, line 7, decrease the amount by
$4,000,000.

On page 28, line 8, decrease the amount by
$4,000,000.

———

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

The hearing will be held on Tuesday,
April 1, 2008, at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-
366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing.

The purpose of the hearing is to con-
sider S. 2593, a bill to establish a pro-
gram at the Forest Service and the De-
partment of the Interior to carry out
collaborative ecological restoration
treatments for priority forest land-
scapes on public land, and for other
purposes.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send it to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, United States Senate,
Washington, DC 20510-6150, or by e-mail
to rachel pasternack@energy.senate
.govV.

For further information, please con-
tact Rachel Pasternack at (202) 224-0883
or Scott Miller at (202) 224-5488.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
March 12, 2008, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘‘Oversight of HUD
and Its Fiscal Year 2009 Budget.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
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mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, March 12, 2008, at 1:30 p.m.,
in room 253 of the Russell Senate Office
Building, to conduct a hearing.

At this hearing, the subcommittee
will examine whether the Gross Domes-
tic Product, GDP, constitutes an accu-
rate reflection of economic growth and
social well-being, which factors are in-
cluded in and excluded from the cal-
culation of the GDP, and how national
policy and decisionmaking are im-
pacted by emphasis placed on the GDP.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate to conduct a
hearing on Wednesday, March 12, 2008,
at 2:15 p.m., in room SD 366 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building. At this
hearing, the Committee will hear testi-
mony regarding Hardrock Mining:
Issues Relating to Abandoned Mine
Lands and Uranium Mining.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, March 12, 2008, at 10
a.m., in 215 Dirksen Senate Office
Building, to hear testimony on ‘‘Alter-
natives to the Current Federal Estate
Tax System.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, March 12, 2008,
at 10:15 a.m. to hold a business meet-
ing.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration be
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 12,
2008, at 10 a.m., to hear testimony on
“In Person Voter Fraud: Myth and
Trigger for Disenfranchisement?”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

READINESS AND MANAGEMENT SUPPORT
SUBCOMMITTEE

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Readiness
and Management Support Sub-
committee of the Committee on Armed
Services be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 12, 2008, at 9:30 a.m., in
closed session to receive a briefing on
the current readiness of the Armed
Forces.
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