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These modifications were made to the pro-

posal prior to the release of the final Task 
Force recommendations and introduction of H. 
Res. 895. Members deserve to know that the 
concerns of the Ethics Committee were taken 
into account by the Task Force and that, while 
this commentary caught many Members by 
surprise on March 11, we had already been 
briefed on its substance and had responded 
appropriately. 

The Task Force worked diligently over our 
11 months of meetings to cooperate on a bi-
partisan basis and craft a set of recommenda-
tions that would improve the ethics process in 
the House of Representatives. While I regret 
that we could not come to a final agreement, 
I thank my colleagues on the Task Force for 
their efforts and for their commitment to this 
institution. 
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SUPPORTING THE OBSERVANCE OF 
COLORECTAL CANCER AWARE-
NESS MONTH 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 31, 2008 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in strong support of H. 
Con. Res. 302, supporting the observance of 
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month, and for 
other purposes, introduced by my distin-
guished colleague from Texas, Representative 
KAY GRANGER. This important legislation rec-
ognizes the devastating effects of Colorectal 
Cancer, which kills 49,960 Americans each 
year, and raises awareness regarding the re-
alities and severities of this disease. 

Colorectal cancer includes both colon and 
rectal cancer and is the second most common 
cause of cancer deaths for both men and 
women within the United States. This form of 
cancer does not discriminate between men 
and women, race and ethnicity; however, the 
rates of diagnoses are slightly higher among 
the African America Community. Despite the 
fact that every 3.5 minutes someone is diag-
nosed with colorectal cancer, every 5 sec-
onds, someone who should be screened for 
this cancer is not. 

That is why this legislation is so important; 
we know the devastating effects of this type of 
cancer, yet we have failed to apply the nec-
essary steps to address the epidemic. The 
survival rate of those who have colorectal can-
cer is 90 percent when detected in its early 
stages, but that rate dramatically drops to only 
10 percent when colorectal cancer is detected 
after it has spread to distant organs. The 
death rate of colorectal cancer could be re-
duced by up to 80 percent if the majority of 
Americans age 50 or older were screened reg-
ularly for colorectal cancer. It is not surprising 
to note that uninsured Americans are more 
likely to be diagnosed with late stage colon 
cancer than patients with private insurance, 
and that as such only 39 percent of colorectal 
cancer patients have their cancer detected at 
an early stage. Only 18.8 percent of Ameri-
cans without health coverage in the United 
States have currently been properly screened 
for colorectal cancer. 

Regular colorectal cancer screening makes 
economic sense because it has been ranked 

as one of the most cost effective screening 
interventions available, with the potential to 
save more than 30,000 lives a year. Treat-
ment costs for colorectal cancer are extremely 
high and are estimated at $8,400,000,000 for 
2004; however, the risks associated with non- 
treatment are even higher. 

The necessity of raising awareness about 
colorectal cancer cannot be overemphasized, 
and I applaud this legislation for supporting 
the observance of Colorectal Cancer Aware-
ness Month. The potential deadly effects of 
colorectal cancer should encourage Americans 
from all walks of life to be tested and treated 
by their doctors. Colorectal cancer is the third 
most common form of cancer and the second 
leading cause of cancer-related death in the 
Western world. As such, colorectal cancer 
causes 655,000 deaths worldwide per year. 
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month must 
also raise public awareness for the need of 
colorectal cancer testing for those Americans 
who are traditionally unable to afford such 
screening and seek ways to alleviate this dis-
parity. It is imperative that Congress find a 
way to ensure every American at risk is tested 
and treated in the early stages to prevent an 
even higher death rate. Colorectal Cancer 
Awareness Month should be recognized by all 
Americans to focus on the special opportunity 
to offer education on the importance of early 
detection and screening. 

I am proud to cosponsor this important leg-
islation to support the observance of March as 
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. I strong-
ly support H. Con. Res. 302 and urge all 
Members to do the same. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JERRY WELLER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. WELLER. Madam Speaker, I was ab-
sent on Thursday, March 13th, Friday, March 
14th, and Monday, March 31st due to per-
sonal reasons, and I missed rollcall votes 139 
through 146. 

If I were present I would have voted, ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall vote No. 140, ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 141, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 142, ‘‘nay’’ 
on rollcall vote No. 143, ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 144, ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall vote No. 145, ‘‘nay’’ 
on rollcall vote 146, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 
147, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 148, and ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall vote No. 149. 
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HONORING STEPHEN LEE DODSON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Stephen Lee Dodson of 
Kearney, Missouri. Stephen is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1376, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Stephen has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 

many years Stephen has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Stephen Lee Dodson for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO WILLIS 
AVERY 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor 86 year old Willis Avery, a veteran of 
World War II, for his exemplary service in de-
fense of freedom while serving in the United 
States Navy. 

Willis served in the United States Navy in 
World War II as a Chief Pharmacist’s Mate 
aboard the USS Solace, a hospital ship 
moored to the battleship USS Arizona. Willis 
was aboard the Arizona during the Japanese 
attack at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. 
He courageously ignored the flames and as-
sisted the wounded and helped transfer them 
to the USS Solace and other ships nearby. 
The Officer of the Deck ordered Willis and his 
partner off the Arizona. He witnessed the ex-
plosions of the USS Arizona. The day after the 
attack, Willis was among the Naval personnel 
who retrieved the bodies of the dead and 
readied them for burial. 

While in the service, he played the saxo-
phone and clarinet in a dance band and put 
on comedy skits along with USO entertainer 
Joe E. Brown to entertain fellow troops. He 
was an escort to the First Lady, Eleanor Roo-
sevelt when she visited New Zealand. 

Today, Willis is one of the few remaining 
survivors of the attack at Pearl Harbor and he 
is truly part of the ‘‘Greatest Generation.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor Willis 
Avery for his heroic service in the United 
States Navy. His dedication to this country in 
the theater of war and his devotion to his fel-
low troops’ morale are truly commendable. I 
laud the sacrifices he has made to protect our 
freedoms and I am pleased to have the oppor-
tunity to recognize his service. 
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HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE USS NAUTILUS 
REACHING 90 NORTH 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce a resolution to honor an im-
portant anniversary not only to my district, but 
to our Navy and our nation. 

In June 1958, the USS Nautilus (SSN 571), 
the world’s first nuclear powered submarine, 
departed Seattle as part of a top secret oper-
ation called ‘‘Operation Sunshine.’’ Unknown 
to many at the time, the Nautilus was embark-
ing on a historic mission that took them on a 
course north to the Arctic Ice cap. At 1:15 
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