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HONORING THE LIFE OF
HAYGANOUSH MARKARIAN

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 2, 2008

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise with sad-
ness and respect today, along with Congress-
woman LYNN C. WOOLSEY, to honor
Hayganoush Markarian, a resident of the San
Francisco Bay Area, who passed away re-
cently at the age of 105. Hayganoush was one
of the few survivors of the Armenian Genocide
of the early 20th century, so it further saddens
me that she died without the government of
Turkey, from where she fled, or the govern-
ment of the United States, where she found
refuge, officially recognizing that Genocide.

Much has been said about the facts and
numbers and statistics. We know that in Tur-
key between 1915 and 1921, 1.5 million Arme-
nians died—80 percent of the population. But
it is women like Hayganous who put a human
face on the Armenian Genocide and remind
us that we are talking about actual people
whose lives were lost or whose homes and
families were destroyed.

Hayganoush Markarian was born on Janu-
ary 24, 1902, in the historic Armenian city of
Kharpert, which suffered huge losses in the
Armenian Genocide. She lived with her par-
ents, older brother, and four sisters.

When the Turks came after her father and
brother, both went into hiding—her brother
dressed as a girl in order to safely cross dan-
gerous areas and her father initially hid in the
well at their home and later with Kurdish
friends.

Her mother somehow saved the family from
the deportations and massacres and re-united
with her husband briefly after World War |, be-
fore he died as a result of the damp conditions
in the wells he had hidden in for such long pe-
riods.

In 1923, the remainder of the family made
their way to Syria, where Hayganoush married
Markar Markarian in 1925. The Markarians
later moved to Lebanon and eventually the
United States. In both Syria and Lebanon,
Hayganoush was an active member of the Ar-
menian Relief Society, the oldest Armenian
women’s organization operating in the world.

Hayganoush resided in Oakland until her
death in March of this year at the age of 105.
She had prayed she would live to see the day
when she and other victims of the Armenian
Genocide would see the Genocide officially
recognized both here and in Turkey.

Madam Speaker, although Hayganoush’s
prayer was not granted, she did see such a
resolution pass the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs in the House of Representatives last fall.
| am proud to be a cosponsor of that resolu-
tion, and | look forward to the day when the
U.S. government officially recognizes the
Genocide. Hayganoush Markarian’s story will
serve as a reminder to us of the sanctity of
human life in Armenia and around the world.
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise with
sadness and respect today, along with Con-
gresswoman BARBARA LEE, to honor
Hayganoush Markarian, a resident of the San
Francisco Bay Area, who passed away re-
cently at the age of 105. Hayganoush was one
of the few survivors of the Armenian Genocide
of the early 20th century, so it further saddens
me that she died without the government of
Turkey, from where she fled, or the govern-
ment of the U.S., where she found refuge, offi-
cially recognizing that Genocide.

Much has been said about the facts and
numbers and statistics. We know that in Tur-
key between 1915 and 1921, 1.5 million Arme-
nians died—80 percent of the population. But
it is women like Hayganoush who put a
human face on the Armenian Genocide and
remind us that we are talking about actual
people whose lives were lost or whose homes
and families were destroyed.

Hayganoush Markarian was born on Janu-
ary 24, 1902, in the historic Armenian city of
Kharpert, which suffered huge losses in the
Armenian Genocide. She lived with her par-
ents, older brother, and four sisters.

When the Turks came after her father and
brother, both went into hiding—her brother
dressed as a girl in order to safely cross dan-
gerous areas and her father initially hid in the
well at their home and later with Kurdish
friends.

Her mother somehow saved the family from
the deportations and massacres and re-united
with her husband briefly after World War 1, be-
fore he died as a result of the damp conditions
in the wells he had hidden in for such long pe-
riods.

In 1923, the remainder of the family made
their way to Syria, where Hayganoush married
Markar Markarian in 1925. The Markarians
later moved to Lebanon and eventually the
United States. In both Syria and Lebanon,
Hayganoush was an active member of the Ar-
menian Relief Society, the oldest Armenian
women’s organization operating in the world.

Hayganoush resided in Oakland until her
death in March of this year at the age of 105.
She had prayed she would live to see the day
when she and other victims of the Armenian
Genocide would see the Genocide officially
recognized both here and in Turkey.

Madam Speaker, although Hayganoush’s
prayer was not granted, she did see such a
resolution pass the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs in the House of Representatives last fall.
| am proud to be a cosponsor of that resolu-
tion, and | look forward to the day when the
U.S. government officially recognizes the
Genocide. Hayganoush Markarian’s story will
serve as a reminder to us of the sanctity of
human life in Armenia and around the world.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Elijah
Quintanilla who has received the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. Elijah Quintanilla is a student at Ar-
vada High School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Elijah
Quintanilla is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential that stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic that
will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Elijah Quintanilla for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt he will exhibit
the same dedication and character to all his
future accomplishments.

———
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Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Jessica Stutzman showed hard
work and dedication to the sport of basketball;
and

Whereas, Jessica Stutzman was a sup-
portive team player; and

Whereas, Jessica Stutzman always dis-
played sportsmanship on and off of the court;
now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That along with her friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, | congratulate Jessica Stutzman
on winning the Girls’ Division IV State Basket-
ball Championship. We recognize the tremen-
dous hard work and sportsmanship she has
demonstrated during the 2007-2008 basket-
ball season.
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Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize William Crooks, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 374, and in earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

William has been very active with his troop,
participating in many Scout activities. Over the
many years William has been involved with
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.
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