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replace the current paper-based and
error-prone I-9 process upon which E-
Verify is based with an electronic
verification system. H.R. 5515 would
use the existing new hire registry re-
porting process already used by over 90
percent of U.S. employers. This bill
will create a mnational employment
verification system for new hires that’s
reliable and efficient.

With E-Verify scheduled to expire
this year, now is the time for the Con-
gress to create a new way to move for-
ward that prevents unauthorized em-
ployment. I urge my colleagues to co-
sponsor H.R. 5515.

HONORING THE UNIVERSITY OF
MEMPHIS BASKETBALL TEAM

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, as an
alumnus of the University of Memphis
Law School and the congressman from
the University of Memphis district, I
still grieve over the outcome of the
game Monday night, but I want to con-
gratulate the University of Kansas for
winning the national basketball cham-
pionship and thank the city of San An-
tonio for being such a wonderful host.

On behalf of the citizens of Memphis,
I want the country to know we love our
team. They brought our city together,
which needed a unifying force. We are
proud that our coach who made that
team what it was has been named the
National Coach of the Year by the
Naismith Society.

Our players played valiantly. We
came very, very close to a national
championship. We won more games
than any team in NCAA history. We
will look back upon this year with
fondness and appreciation and we will,
like General MacArthur, return.

————
THE HUGO CHAVEZ RULE

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, it pains
me greatly to stand here in the well
and report to our colleagues that the
Rules Committee late yesterday after-
noon reported out what can only be de-
scribed as the Hugo Chavez rule.

For the first time in the 34-year his-
tory of trade promotion authority, we
have now decided that we are going to
take the action of turning our backs on
an agreement that we have made with
our closest, most important and
strongest ally on the continent of
South America.

The Vice President of Colombia has
described this action as a slap in the
face. Hugo Chavez and the
narcoterrorists in Colombia are cele-
brating this action. It is an absolute
outrage that we would do this.

I have to say that this administra-
tion 4 years ago embarked on these ne-
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gotiations, 2 years ago completed the
negotiations, a year and a half ago
signed the negotiations. Since August
of last year, 2656 meetings have been
held with Democratic Members by
members of the administration, cabi-
net officials and all, and 27 meetings
have been held with the Democratic
leadership.

It is time for us to complete this
work. It’s time for us to strengthen
this very important alliance.

I urge my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to vote ‘“‘no” on the Hugo
Chavez rule.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2537, BEACH PROTECTION
ACT OF 2007

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 1083 and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1083

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the State of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2537) to amend
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act re-
lating to beach monitoring, and for other
purposes. The first reading of the bill shall
be dispensed with. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived except
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI.
General debate shall be confined to the bill
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure. After
general debate the bill shall be considered
for amendment under the five-minute rule. It
shall be in order to consider as an original
bill for the purpose of amendment under the
five-minute rule the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure now printed in the bill. The com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be considered as read. All points
of order against the committee amendment
in the nature of a substitute are waived ex-
cept those arising under clause 10 of rule
XXI. Notwithstanding clause 11 of rule
XVIII, no amendment to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute
shall be in order except those printed in the
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule
XVIII before the beginning of consideration
of the bill and except pro forma amendments
for the purpose of debate. Each amendment
so printed may be offered only by the Mem-
ber who caused it to be printed or his des-
ignee and shall be considered as read. At the
conclusion of consideration of the bill for
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the
House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House
of H.R. 2537 pursuant to this resolution, not-
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withstanding the operation of the previous
question, the Chair may postpone further
consideration of the bill to such time as may
be designated by the Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from California is recognized
for 1 hour.

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my friend, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. LINCOLN
DIAZ-BALART).

All time yielded during consideration
of the rule is for debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
insert extraneous materials into the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 1083
provides an open rule with a
preprinting requirement for consider-
ation of H.R. 2537, the Beach Protec-
tion Act of 2007.

The resolution provides 1 hour of
general debate, controlled by the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

Some of our Nation’s greatest treas-
ures are the beautiful beaches that sur-
round our country. So many of us have
spent time with our families and
friends enjoying our country’s pictur-
esque coastlines. Our beaches not only
provide a place for relaxation and
recreation, they are also a vital eco-
nomic engine that draws tourists from
all over the globe.

As a mother and a grandmother, I
want to ensure that our Nation’s chil-
dren are swimming and enjoying our
beaches that are safe and free of any
harmful contamination. Unfortunately,
a recent EPA report found that human
health studies over the last 50 years
have linked swimming and polluted
water with significant adverse health
effects. Swimming-related diseases can
range from minor gastrointestinal dis-
eases to more serious illnesses such as
meningitis or hepatitis.

This is extremely troubling and is a
great concern to all of us. According to
the National List of Beaches, only 57
percent of the Nation’s coastal recre-
ation areas are being monitored.

In my home State of California, 114
of our 356 beaches are not monitored,
leaving a huge amount of people at
risk. That is why I would like to thank
Representative PALLONE for his work
on such an important piece of legisla-
tion, legislation that builds on the am-
bitious vision that the 1972 Clean
Water Act set forth.

As an original author of the 2000 bill,
my friend from New Jersey has long
been recognized for his efforts to clean
up our Nation’s beaches.

I would also like to thank Represent-
ative TIM BISHOP for his leadership and
work on this issue.
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