April 14, 2008

Our Nation’s economy is struggling. The
United States lost a record of 80,000 jobs in
the month of March alone. The cities in the
32nd Congressional District that | represent
have seen unemployment rates soar to more
than 7 percent. In this time of economic tur-
moil, Congress must work to restore the eco-
nomic security of working- and middle-class
Americans.

This rule prioritizes the needs of American
workers by removing the timeline for House
action on this trade agreement. | strongly sup-
port this rule and urge my colleagues to vote
for final passage.

————

RECOGNIZING EDWARD M. SMITH,
PRESIDENT OF THE  UNION
LABOR LIFE INSURANCE COM-
PANY

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 14, 2008

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing Edward M. Smith, as he accepts his
new position as President of the Union Labor
Life Insurance Company, ULLICO, and retires
as Vice President, Assistant to the General
President, and Midwest Regional Manager of
the Laborers’ International Union of North
America, LIUNA.

Ed Smith was born into a union family. His
father was the business manager of Local
773, and would continue in that position until
his retirement. His mother was also a 15-year
member of the union. So it seemed natural
that, at the age of 13, Ed Smith would join La-
borers’ Local 773, in Cairo, lllinois, and work
his way through school as a construction craft
laborer.

At the age of 21, when many young men
are yet to chart their career course, Ed was
elected as business manager of the local
union. While serving as business manager, Ed
continued to expand his role within the Labor-
ers’ Union. In 1981, he was appointed Inter-
national Representative for the International
Union and was later appointed LIUNA legisla-
tive director for the State of lllinois. Ed was
elected President of the Southern lllinois La-
borers’ District Council in 1986 and Business
Manager in 1990.

Ed has served on a number of Union enti-
ties, including the Laborers’ National Pension
Fund, as Chairman of the Central Laborers’
Pension Fund, Laborers’ Home Development
Corporation, Laborers’ International Federal
Employees Credit Union, Southern lllinois La-
borers’ Fringe Benefit Funds, Railroad Mainte-
nance Health & Welfare Fund, and the lllinois
Laborers’ & Contractors Joint Apprenticeship
& Training Fund.

Ed does not limit his involvement to the La-
borers’ Union. He was Chairman of the lllinois
State Board of Investment, serves as a mem-
ber of the lllinois Department of Labor Advi-
sory Board, the Democratic National Com-
mittee, and is chairman of the National Alli-
ance for Fair Contracting. Ed has also been a
major benefactor to the Therapy Center in
Carterville, lllinois, an organization that assists
physically disabled children, and he serves as
a board member of the “I Can Read Program”
which helps children with reading and learning
disabilities.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Ed graduated from Shawnee College with
an Associate of Arts degree and, in 1992, he
received Shawnee College’s first Outstanding
Alumni Award. Ed was the first member of the
Laborers’ International Union to graduate from
the National Labor College with a bachelor’s
degree and, in 1978, he graduated from the
Harvard University Trade Union Program.

Ed and his wife, Betty, reside in Olive
Branch, lllinois. Ed has two children, a daugh-
ter, Jordan, and a son, Matt.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in an expression of appreciation to Mr. Ed-
ward M. Smith, a true champion of organized
labor, and to wish him our best as he embarks
on his new position as President of the Union
Labor Life Insurance Company.

————

HONORING EDWARD H. LEWIS AS
HE IS HONORED BY THE GREAT-
ER NEW HAVEN NAACP

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 14, 2008

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise today to join the
Greater New Haven NAACP and the New
Haven community in extending my sincere
congratulations to my dear friend, Edward H.
Lewis, as he is honored at this year's Free-
dom Fund Awards dinner with the Lifetime
Achievement Award.

The Freedom Fund Awards dinner is a time
not only to honor those who have made an
impact on our community, but to renew our
commitment to those ideals upon which the
National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People was founded. For nearly nine
decades, the Greater New Haven NAACP has
been the voice of our African-American com-
munity and has improved countless lives.
Their fight for justice has been tireless, and
their efforts have gone a long way toward
making sure that everyone will enjoy equal op-
portunity. Those honored with the annual
Freedom Fund Awards are a reflection of this
organization’s good work—of the NAACP’s
commitment to ensuring a promising future for
our families, our children, and our commu-
nities.

Edward H. Lewis, known to family and
friends as “Teo,” is a native of my hometown,
New Haven, Connecticut and we could not be
more proud of all that he has accomplished. |
have been fortunate to know him for many
years and consider myself blessed to call him
my friend. We worked as community orga-
nizers together at the Community Action Insti-
tute and later, served together in the National
Urban Fellow Program. Teo went to Wash-
ington as a legislative assistant to then Sen-
ator Henry Jackson and was appointed by
President Jimmy Carter to the U.S. Small
Business Administration as Associate Adminis-
trator for Procurement. After leaving Wash-
ington, he brought his wealth of government
experience to the emerging cable industry. He
has worked in several capacities but is per-
haps best known for his work with BET net-
works where his work in marketing and event
promotion for both BET and BET on Jazz re-
defined the title of Director of Marketing.
Today, Teo is Vice President of Government
Relations for the NBA’s Charlotte Bobcats

E603

where he is utilizing his multitude of talents to
develop both local and state government rela-
tionships as well as build a positive relation-
ship with the business community. He is a re-
markable individual whose professional life
has always enriched the surrounding commu-
nity.

In addition to his innumerable professional
contributions, Teo has also devoted countless
hours to a number of civic and social organi-
zations. He currently serves on the board of
the Freedom Theater in Philadelphia, the advi-
sory committee for the International Associa-
tion of Jazz Educators, on the Board of Trust-
ees at Discovery Place Charlotte North Caro-
lina, as well as on the Board of Directors at
Theater Charlotte, WTVI Public Television,
and the Bobby Phills Foundation. He is also a
member of the Charlotte Rotary, 100 Black
Men of Charlotte, the Business Committee on
Higher Education for the Institute for Emerging
Issues and the advisory board for the Mint
Museum and the Mint Museum of Craft and
Design. There are few like Teo who give so
much of themselves back to their commu-
nities—he is a community treasure.

To be awarded with the Greater NAACP’s
Lifetime Achievement Award is a reflection of
all that Teo has accomplished as a community
member, advocate, professional, volunteer,
mentor and friend. For his many invaluable
contributions to the community and to those
ideals at the very heart of the NAACP, | am
proud to join his children Todd, Kimberly,
Derek, and Barry, as well as all of those gath-
ered this evening in extending my deepest
thanks and appreciation to Edward H. Lewis
as he is bestowed with this very special honor
by the Greater New Haven NAACP. His is a
legacy that is sure to inspire many generations
to come.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 14, 2008

Mr. ROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, | would
like to state for the RECORD my position on the
following votes | missed on April 8 and 9,
2008.

On Tuesday, April 8, and Wednesday, April
9, 2008, | was unable to be present in the
Capitol due to a family illness and thus missed
rollcall vote Nos. 161 through 172. Had | been
present, | would have voted in the following
manner:

On rollcall vote No. 161, on H.J. Res. 70, a
resolution congratulating the Army Reserve on
its centennial, which will be formally cele-
brated on April 23, 2008, | would have voted

On rollcall vote No. 162, on H.R. 2464, the
Wakefield Act, | would have voted “aye.”

On rolicall vote No. 163, on S. 793, the
Traumatic Brain Injury Act of 2008, | would
have voted “aye.”

On rollcall vote Nos. 164 and 165, which
were procedural votes that provided for con-
sideration of the bill H.R. 2016, to establish
the National Landscape Conservation System,
| would have voted “aye.”

On rollcall vote No. 166, on H. Res. 1077,
which called on the Government of the Peo-
ples Republic of China to end its crackdown in
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