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The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. HIRONO).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 14, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MAZIE K.
HIRONO to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 30 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip,
limited to 5 minutes.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 32
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

——
0 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. COHEN) at 2 p.m.

PRAYER

The Reverend Joseph T. Holcomb, Di-
rector of Pilgrimages, Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception, Washington, DC, offered
the following prayer:

All powerful and merciful God, we
praise You and give You thanks for all
Your gracious gifts, most especially
the gift of Your infinite love. It is Your
gift of love that inspires and drives us
to lives of committed service, lives
that are lived in truth, in justice and
for the good of all people.

May we always avail ourselves to
Your love so that we may better serve
those we represent in this the United
States House of Representatives.

May our deliberations, discussions
and actions always reflect the love you
have bestowed upon us that we might
bring about understanding, tolerance,
and harmony in our great Nation and
peace for the entire world. We pray this
in Your holy name.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

CRIME—VICTIMS—JUSTICE

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the suffering
of a quiet group of remarkable individ-
uals is often overlooked by our culture.
Victims of crime sometimes spend the
rest of their lives trying to cope with
being someone else’s prey.

These people are a cross section of
America and include all races, ages, re-
ligions, and they come from all eco-
nomic backgrounds. You see, violent
crime plays no favorites and does not
discriminate.

We, as neighbors, should be aware of
and concerned about these victims.
That is why we honor and remember
them during this National Crime Vic-
tims Rights Week. Since 1981, each
year in April, communities throughout
these vast great plains have celebrated
National Crime Victims Rights Week
to promote victims’ rights and to rec-
ognize victims, as well as those who ad-
vocate on their behalf.

We can do victims justice by raising
awareness of their plight and demand-
ing that justice prevail in their lives,
many of whom spend quiet lives of des-
peration. They are the forgotten par-
ticipants in the judicial system, and we
will forget them no more.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

NO RESULTS FROM EMPTY
PROMISES OF MAJORITY

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, a little over
a year ago, when the majority party
was campaigning to take control of
this House, they promised a lot of
change, and they made a lot of prom-
ises about what they were going to do
about gas prices and energy costs and
everything else in this country.

However, what has that promised
change brought us? It has brought us a
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