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legislation that has been sitting on the 
President’s desk, the SCHIP bill, the 
children’s health insurance extension, 
over which there has been a lot of 
fighting and debating going on in this 
Chamber over the last few months or 
so. 

One of the overlooked parts of that 
legislation is that in addition to stand-
ardizing a 300 percent poverty thresh-
old so that working families would 
have an opportunity to have their chil-
dren covered by health insurance, it 
would also strengthen the dental cov-
erage under the SCHIP program. 

If you talk to any dentist or any 
healthcare provider in this country, 
they will tell you that under the exist-
ing SCHIP program, the dental cov-
erage is inadequate. That is why in 
those stands in that high school gym-
nasium there were families with chil-
dren who have never had their teeth 
cleaned, who needed in some instances 
to have their teeth extracted because 
of the fact that they have no other 
type of decent coverage for their dental 
care. 

Unfortunately, President Bush has 
twice vetoed this legislation, legisla-
tion that has been endorsed by the 
March of Dimes, by the Catholic Hos-
pital Association, by the American 
Medical Association, by the Pharma-
ceutical Association of America, a 
broad consensus of stakeholders in the 
healthcare system that have come to-
gether and said if there is one area of 
dispute that we ought to agree on as 
Americans, it is that children should 
have their health insurance covered. In 
particular, we should make that sure 
that oral and dental healthcare is done 
in a fashion to make sure they are 
going to have a lifetime of decent den-
tal care. Because if you talk to anyone 
who is in pediatrics, they will tell you 
that dental care, dentistry care, is es-
sential to making sure that a young 
person will grow and thrive. 

Well, what we saw in Connecticut on 
Saturday is I think a perfect example 
of how broken the system is. What is 
frustrating to me, and I think so many 
others, is that we have an opportunity 
with a piece of legislation to make a 
real difference in the lives of young 
children in America, to make sure that 
they will not be stuck in the pouring 
rain and in thunder and lightning, so 
they can get access to what I think al-
most any reasonable person would de-
scribe as basic, fundamental, decent 
healthcare. 

Madam Speaker, I have a copy of the 
Hartford Courant coverage of this ex-
traordinary event that took place in 
Connecticut from the Sunday Hartford 
Courant edition which I am going to 
ask to be made part of the RECORD. I 
would just like to read the final pas-
sage of the article, which described a 
67-year-old Stafford Springs woman, 
which is, again, a suburb of Con-
necticut. 

‘‘As she walked back to her parking 
lot with no umbrella, soaking wet from 
the rain, struggling to catch her breath 

from the walk, the woman said she had 
come to get her tooth pulled, but al-
ready knew she would never get in. 
Like the others, she can’t afford dental 
insurance.’’ When she was asked what 
she was going to do, she said, ‘‘Just 
going to pray, I guess.’’ 

She should be able to ask for more 
than that. She should ask for real ac-
tion by this Congress to pass 
healthcare legislation so that Ameri-
cans will get the care they need. 

Madam Speaker, I include the article 
for the RECORD. 

[From Courant.com, April 13, 2008] 
MANY TURNED AWAY FROM FREE DENTAL 

CARE CLINIC 
(By Colin Poitras) 

The line of taillights glowing in the pre- 
dawn darkness snaked back nearly a mile 
from the old Tolland High School on Satur-
day. 

Closer to the school, people were walking 
along the side of the road, a steady stream of 
dark silhouettes rising out of the morning 
mist like refugees in a war zone. 

There were elderly couples clutching their 
canes, hunched-over veterans, single mothers 
with young children in tow. A woman on 
crutches limping along. 

It was 5 a.m., and they came by the hun-
dreds, a throng of pilgrims with a common 
goal—free dental care. 

Some heard about it on the radio, others 
saw it on TV or read about it in the news-
paper. Connecticut’s Mission of Mercy, the 
first ever single, large-scale free dental clin-
ic to be offered in the state. 

‘‘This shows we have a broken system and 
have to find some way to correct it,’’ said 
Dr. Bob Schreibman, a Glastonbury pediatric 
dentist and one of the Connecticut mission’s 
organizers. ‘‘This is not a solution. This is a 
stop-gap measure to address people’s imme-
diate needs. This points out there is a huge 
need even in this, the richest state in the 
country.’’ 

Inside the school, more than 190 volunteer 
dentists were waiting along with 800 volun-
teers. Free fillings, check-ups, extractions. 
No questions asked. 

The high school’s cafeteria and gym were 
outfitted like a field hospital, with 60 dental 
chairs shipped in from the Midwest, portable 
X-ray machines and boxes upon boxes of 
latex gloves and sterilized dental tools. 

The crush of patients was so large that by 
7 a.m., people were being turned away. 

When Carol Dingledey, executive director 
of the Connecticut State Dental Association, 
arrived to set up at 4 a.m., there were al-
ready 350 people outside the door. Some 
came the night before and camped out. Oth-
ers drove hours in the dark hoping to be 
seen. 

‘‘It just goes to show you how many people 
don’t have dental insurance,’’ said Mary, a 
70-year-old woman, standing in a line of 
about 100 people outside the school at 5:30 
a.m. 

Leaning on her cane, Mary, who didn’t 
want to give her last name, said she spent 
her entire life working and raising nine chil-
dren and grandchildren. Now on limited in-
come, she can’t afford dental insurance, 
never mind pay fees out of her pocket. She 
hasn’t been to a dentist in eight years. Her 
teeth hurt. She needs a filling, and a cap had 
come off. 

‘‘I’ve never been on welfare; I’ve never had 
to struggle to get by,’’ Mary said. ‘‘But here 
it is. This is the bottom of the line. I’m just 
trying to get by.’’ 

About a half-mile away in the parking lot 
of the new Tolland High School, where orga-

nizers had set up a shuttle parking area, 
Rhonda Slattery, 54, sat in her motorized 
wheelchair waiting for her husband, Joe. 
They had just finished the hourlong ride 
from Barkhamsted and weren’t sure the 
school bus shuttling people to the make-shift 
clinic was handicapped accessible. 

‘‘I’m just amazed at the number of people 
here at this hour of the morning,’’ said 
Rhonda Slattery, whose limited Social Secu-
rity disability income makes it difficult for 
her to afford dental care. 

As she spoke, the sky opened up and it 
started to rain. Hard. 

Inside the school at 7 a.m., what could be 
the largest waiting room in Connecticut was 
packed to its 700- seat capacity. The audito-
rium was full of people: more retirees, work-
ing people, college kids, entire families. 
Some huddled under blankets. Others sat 
quietly, waiting for their number to be 
called, many of their faces swollen or 
creased in pain. 

In the triage area just outside the audito-
rium, dentists peered into people’s mouths 
with portable flashlights. Nurses and dental 
assistants hustled about—checking blood 
pressures, taking X-rays, injecting Novocain. 

In the gymnasium, down the hall the high- 
pitched whine of dental drills floated above 
the crowd as dozens of dentists treated pa-
tients. Those awaiting care sat in the bleach-
ers, then moved to metal folding chairs be-
fore reaching the dental chairs. A squad of 
stand-by dentists stood off to the side, 
scrubbed and ready, waiting to replace their 
peers when their hands cramped and they 
needed a break. 

The two-day clinic opened at 5 and the 
work would not stop until 5 p.m. Today it 
continues from 5 a.m. to noon. 

Sitting among the throng were Susan and 
Brian Boyce of Eastford, both 41, who came 
to the clinic with their seven children—from 
age 12 down to 11 months. (The baby was just 
along for the ride.) Brian is an executive di-
rector at the Porter and Chester Institute. 
Susan is a registered nurse who stays home 
with the kids. 

But they don’t have dental insurance and 
with annual dental check-ups costing more 
than $1,000 a year, paying for even routine 
dental care is difficult, they said. 

‘‘The dentists don’t take payment plans, 
they want the money up front, and that’s a 
big chunk of money when you try to go every 
year,’’ Susan said. 

Shortly after 7 a.m. the clinic was maxed 
out. Organizers began turning people away 
at the door. The backlog was so deep that it 
would take the rest of the day just to treat 
those already there. Later in the morning, 
the clinic reopened briefly, and another 100 
or so patients were let in. It abruptly closed 
again by 10 a.m. 

For some, the clinic is a blessing, a re-
prieve from their aches and pain. But for 
those who didn’t get inside, the struggle con-
tinues. Many in the pre-dawn dark turned 
back upon seeing the long line. 

‘‘It’s pretty bad,’’ said one 67–year-old 
Stafford Springs woman, as she walked back 
to the parking lot with no umbrella, soaking 
wet from the rain. Struggling to catch her 
breath from the walk, the woman said she 
had come to get her tooth pulled at 5 a.m. 
but already knew she’d never get in. Like 
the others, she can’t afford dental insurance. 

As she climbed into her car, the woman 
was asked what she was going to do. Water 
dripped off her hair as she wearily shook her 
head. 

‘‘Just going to pray, I guess.’’ 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 
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(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House. 

His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

SUNSET MEMORIAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, I 
stand once again before this body with yet an-
other Sunset Memorial. 

It is April 14, 2008, in the land of the free 
and the home of the brave, and before the 
sun set today in America, almost 4,000 more 
defenseless unborn children were killed by 
abortion on demand—just today. That is more 
than the number of innocent American lives 
that were lost on September 11th, only it hap-
pens every day. 

It has now been exactly 12,866 days since 
the travesty called Roe v. Wade was handed 
down. Since then, the very foundation of this 
Nation has been stained by the blood of al-
most 50 million of our own children. 

Some of them, Madam Speaker, cried and 
screamed as they died, but because it was 
amniotic fluid passing over their vocal cords 
instead of air, we couldn’t hear them. 

All of them had at least four things in com-
mon. 

They were each just little babies who had 
done nothing wrong to anyone. Each one of 
them died a nameless and lonely death. And 
each of their mothers, whether she realizes it 
immediately or not, will never be the same. 
And all the gifts that these children might have 
brought to humanity are now lost forever. 

Yet even in the full glare of such tragedy, 
this generation clings to a blind, invincible ig-
norance while history repeats itself and our 
own silent genocide mercilessly annihilates the 
most helpless of all victims to date, those yet 
unborn. 

Madam Speaker, perhaps it is important for 
those of us in this Chamber to remind our-
selves again of why we are really all here. 

Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘The care of human 
life and its happiness and not its destruction is 
the chief and only object of good govern-
ment.’’ 

The phrase in the 14th amendment capsul-
izes our entire Constitution. It says: ‘‘No state 
shall deprive any person of life, liberty or prop-
erty without due process of law.’’ Madam 
Speaker, protecting the lives of our innocent 
citizens and their constitutional rights is why 
we are all here. It is our sworn oath. 

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is 
that clarion Declaration of the self-evident truth 
that all human beings are created equal and 
endowed by their creator with the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has 
ever faced can be traced to our commitment 
to this core self-evident truth. It has made us 
the beacon of hope for the entire world. It is 
who we are. 

And yet Madam Speaker, another day has 
passed, and we in this body have failed again 
to honor that foundational commitment. We 
failed our sworn oath and our God-given re-
sponsibility as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 
more innocent American babies who died 
today without the protection that we should 
have given them. 

Madam Speaker, let me conclude, in the 
hope that perhaps someone new who heard 

this sunset memorial tonight will finally em-
brace the truth that abortion really does kill lit-
tle babies, that it hurts mothers in ways that 
we can never express, and that 12,866 days 
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children 
in America is enough; and that the America 
that rejected human slavery and marched into 
Europe to arrest the Nazi Holocaust, is still 
courageous and compassionate enough to 
find a better way for mothers and their babies 
than abortion on demand. 

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we each 
remind ourselves that our own days in this 
sunshine of life are also numbered and that all 
too soon each of us will walk from these 
Chambers for the very last time. 

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come, 
may that be the day when we finally hear the 
cries of the innocent unborn. May that be the 
day we find the humanity, the courage, and 
the will to embrace together our human and 
our constitutional duty to protect the least of 
these, our tiny American brothers and sisters, 
from this murderous scourge upon our Nation 
called abortion on demand. 

It is April 14, 2008—12,866 days since Roe 
v. Wade first stained the foundation of this na-
tion with the blood of its own children—this, in 
the land of free and the home of the brave. 

f 

THE STATUS OF ENERGY IN THE 
WORLD TODAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. SHIMKUS) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, it 
was a pleasure to be down here listen-
ing to the special orders of my friends 
from the various States, and especially 
my friend from Connecticut, Mr. 
COURTNEY, and I understand his com-
passion and concern. But I will tell you 
that if we don’t get a handle on these 
energy costs, people aren’t going to 
have the money to do the things they 
want to do with their families on a 
day-to-day basis. So we have this time 
tonight to talk about energy and our 
energy status in the world today. 

We started doing this last week on a 
bill that came to the floor that we are 
going to finish this week, the Beach 
Protection Act of 2007. We took that 
opportunity to talk about that. But we 
ought to be addressing some of the 
pressing concerns of this country 
today. 

We hear the term that America, and 
rural America, is bitter. It is a big 
phrase today and over the weekend. 
They are bitter. They are bitter about 
high energy costs, and they are bitter 
about the fact that this Congress is not 
doing anything to address the supply 
part of this debate. 

More supply means lower costs. That 
is basic economics 101. Anyone who has 
gone to have a bachelor’s degree, and 
even some good high school programs 
teach economics, it is a simple supply 
and demand equation. So we are going 
to talk about energy tonight. My focus 
is going to be on supply, how we need 
more supply. 

We also hear a lot this year about 
change. We want change, and every-
body wants change. But, you know, 
change is not always good. Here is an 
example of change. 

Since the Democrats got in the ma-
jority, when they first got sworn in, 
the price of a barrel of crude oil was 
$58.31. Today, the price of a barrel of 
crude oil is $111.15. I would say that is 
bad change. That is not good change. 
So change is not always good. This is 
negative change, and it flies in the face 
of promises from my friends on the 
other side of the aisle. 

The Speaker of the House, NANCY 
PELOSI said on April 24, 2006, about 2 
years ago, ‘‘Democrats have a common-
sense plan to help bring down the sky-
rocketing gas prices.’’ Well, that was 
almost $60 a barrel less ago, and $1 and 
change per gallon of gas less. 

b 2000 

Majority leader STENY HOYER said, 
October 4, 2005, ‘‘Democrats believe 
that we can do more for the American 
people who are struggling to deal with 
high gas prices.’’ 

Well, they did. They did. What did 
they do? They raised their gas prices. 
You want to talk about not being able 
to pay for dental care? People are using 
their money to get to work. 

In rural America, we drive long dis-
tances. Rural America doesn’t have the 
access of buses. Rural America doesn’t 
have the opportunity to take the Metro 
or light rail. 

Those who are driving distances to 
get to work are harmed exponentially 
greater. Democrats proffered lower gas 
prices. What do we have? We have high-
er gas prices. All we are asking them to 
do is keep their prices. Help them 
lower the price of gasoline, but they 
won’t do it. Do you know why they 
won’t do it? 

They won’t do it because they really 
hate fossil fuels in this country. They 
hate crude oil, and they hate coal. 
They hate crude oil, and they hate 
coal. 

They hate fossil fuels, so to address 
high prices, what we have to do is bring 
on more fossil fuels to the market, and 
they won’t do it. That’s why we are not 
going to have any relief on gases. 

Constituents ask me, what are you 
going to do to lower prices? What are 
you going to do, Congress? I just shake 
my head, and I said the only thing 
that’s going to happen is prices are 
going to go up because demand is going 
to continue to go up, supply is going to 
stay the same, and you are going to 
have higher prices. 

Democrat Whip JIM CLYBURN, Demo-
crat from South Carolina, said ‘‘House 
Democrats have a plan to help curb ris-
ing gas prices.’’ Jim got it wrong. ‘‘No’’ 
is not an energy plan. They had no 
plan, and when you have no plan, you 
plan to fail, and what do you get? You 
get higher prices. 

We know we are going to have $4 a 
gallon gas this summer sometime. We 
know it. In fact, the newspapers are 
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