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that the drug cartels will bring in ap-
proximately 90 more loads of drugs into
the United States from Colombia using
these submarines the rest of this cal-
endar year.

They are made in such a way that
they are highly mobile. They go about
14 knots apiece, and they are able to go
all the way from Colombia into the
United States without refueling. It is a
constant problem for our Navy and our
United States Coast Guard to track
these individuals and to catch them
with the cocaine.

Only one situation where we, I say
we, the United States Navy and the
Coast Guard, were able to capture one
of these vessels before it was scuttled
and prosecute the crew was when they
tried to sink it off the coast of Colom-
bia after seeing the United States
Navy. But what happened was after
they scuttled the submarine, a load of
cocaine, a bundle of cocaine, if you
will, came to the surface. Once it came
to the surface it was confiscated by our
Navy. The five member crew was cap-
tured and they have been taken to
Tampa, Florida, and they are on trial
for importation of narcotics into the
United States.

I bring this to the House’s attention,
Mr. Speaker, because of the fact that
Congress needs to deal with this issue.
These submarines carry no flag. They
are not registered to any nation or for-
eign government. The crew members
come from all over the world, mostly
from Colombia. They claim no citizen-
ship from any nation. And they don’t
claim, of course, possession of the ves-
sel.

So Congress can deal with this issue
by making it a Federal offense to use a
submarine within international waters
that carries no flag, carries no reg-
istration of another nation, and if a
person is caught operating one of these
vessels, they could be prosecuted as if
they had drugs. The drug cartels are
smart. They know if they can destroy
the evidence they can’t be prosecuted.
We need to make a law that being in
possession of this submarine is enough
to prosecute them for crimes on the
high seas.

Mr. Speaker, I might add that these
vessels are so manufactured that they
are not just able to carry cocaine into
the United States worth $300 million,
or 12 tons, that is how much cocaine,
but that same vessel can go into any of
our ports in the United States as a sub-
marine carrying weapons, explosives,
weapons of mass destruction, and used
as some type of suicide submarine,
similar to what was used against the
USS Cole some years ago in the Middle
East.

So the United States Coast Guard
and Navy is to be complimented for
tracking these vessels and doing every-
thing they can to interdict the individ-
uals that bring that cancer into the
United States, and Congress needs to
deal with the issue, to have these sub-
marines that are basically at war with
the United States bringing in these
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narcotics, have it be a crime to be in
possession as a crew member of one of
these vessels. It is things like this
where we have to keep constant dili-
gence in fighting the war on drugs.

Just to be clear, Mr. Speaker, intel-
ligence tells us that these submarines
are made by the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia, or FARC. That is
the military wing of the Colombian
communist party. Of course, that is
how they finance their revolution and
the revolutionary ideas in South Amer-
ica.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

PRESIDENT’S COMPASSIONATE
CONSERVATISM A FAILURE IN
AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, last week
when Pope Benedict XVI visited our
Nation’s Capital and then the United
Nations, he inspired America and the
world by invoking the moral impera-
tives of peace, justice and human
rights. In greeting the Pope to Amer-
ica, President Bush dusted off his mes-
sage of ‘‘compassionate conservatism,”’
which has lain dormant for 8 years
since the Bush-Cheney campaigns of
2000.

President Bush said as the Pope sat
there, ‘“‘Here in America, you will find
a Nation of compassion. Americans be-
lieve that the measure of a free society
is how we treat the weakest and most
vulnerable among us.” The President
said, ‘“‘So each day citizens across
America answer the universal call to
feed the hungry and comfort the sick
and care for the infirm.”

The President might be correct that
American citizens try to fulfill these
moral obligations of feeding the hun-
gry and comforting the sick, but they
are doing it with no help from his ad-
ministration. Surely his administra-
tion has been conservative, but not
compassionate.

The United States Government under
George W. Bush has turned its back on
the hungry. Ask any person who han-
dles a food bank in this Nation. They
took one program, the Commodity
Supplemental Food Program, and to-
tally eliminated it, a program that
feeds our Nation’s hungriest. And while
food pantries across our Nation are
short and donations way down, the
President turns a blind eye and utters
those false words before the Pope.

The United States Government under
George W. Bush has turned its back on
the sick and the infirm. It was he who
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vetoed the children’s health program
and has since failed to provide health
care for so many millions of our Na-
tion’s children whose families are
working but still have no health insur-
ance.

If the measure of a President is how
his administration has treated the
weakest and most vulnerable among
us, then George W. Bush has failed the
test of that leadership.

Here at home we have people con-
verging on food pantries that are not
able to cope with the demand. We have
young people unable to find summer
jobs, find it difficult to get student
loans, and even more difficult to get a
job to pay them off. We have families
that lack health insurance. We have 10
seniors waiting for every one available
affordable housing unit. And we have
veterans in dilapidated facilities with-
out the proper health care and support
they need to rebuild their lives when
they return home. This in a land where
President Bush says, ‘“Each of us is
willed and each of us is loved.”

Mortgage foreclosures have a death
grip on our economy, yet Washington
continues to drag its feet on a solution
with real bite. An estimated 1.6 million
foreclosures occurred in 2007, and as of
December, 2.9 million loans were past
due, signaling that the worst is in front
of us. This means that more than 40
million homeowners are at risk of see-
ing their property values decline as a
result. And by early 2009 as many as
12.5 million homeowners will have no
equity in their homes or will owe more
than their homes are worth. In fact,
America today is experiencing some-
thing it never has before, negative net
equity in home mortgages. The value
of the home is less than what people
owe.

Where is the Bush administration? I
invite the President to Ohio. Help us
get these mortgage servicers to a table
so we can do workouts. Where is HUD?
Where is the Federal Reserve? Where
are all these regulatory agencies?
Where are they? Where is the Presi-
dent?

States and localities are struggling
because of the Federal Government’s
absence in this area of workouts, and
municipalities’ tax bases may drop as
much as $356 billion over the next 2
years, further undermining their abil-
ity to provide vital services for
strapped residents because their tax
bases are going down as a result of de-
clining property values.

We have had the largest home equity
washout in U.S. history. And what is
the Bush response? To transfer $29 bil-
lion to bail out Bear Stearns, a Wall
Street fast buck operation which is a
Federal Reserve favorite and a primary
dealer of U.S. Government securities.
Yet nothing is done to help the States
where these foreclosure crises are
going on every day, to help America’s
families reposition so that they don’t
lose their major asset.

Yes, the Bush administration is con-
servative, but it is not compassionate.
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