April 23, 2008

| will always support the State of Israel, and
| urge all of my colleagues to vote “aye” on
H. Con. Res 322.

——————

PROTECTING THE MEDICAID
SAFETY NET ACT OF 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 22, 2008

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to voice
my strong support for H.R. 5613, the Pro-
tecting the Medicaid Safety Net Act. This im-
portant bipartisan bill extends a moratorium
until April 1, 2009 on seven Administration-im-
posed Medicaid regulations that if imple-
mented, would severely reduce Federal Med-
icaid funding.

Without the moratorium, Medicaid funding to
States for vital programs and services would
be cut by $18 billion over the next 5 years.
These cuts include restrictions on Medicaid
payments for graduate medical education
(GME), rehabilitation services, and outpatient
hospital services, among other services.

It would be irresponsible to think about cut-
ting funding to academic medical centers and
residency training programs when we currently
face a shortage of physicians. If these cuts
were allowed to go into effect, we would be
unable to provide necessary medical services
to many people who depend upon Medicaid.
Constantly cutting funds to the very services
which keep our fragmented, non-system of
health care afloat is inhumane and nonsen-
sical.

The tactic of underfunding Federal programs
in an attempt to undermine their effectiveness
demonstrates the Administration’s lack of com-
mitment to the programs that faithfully and ef-
fectively serve the American people.

Mr. Speaker, passage of H.R. 5613 is sim-
ply a necessity. We must halt the under-
funding of important Medicaid programs. |
wholeheartedly support the passage of H.R.
5613, the Protecting the Medicaid Safety Net
Act.

———————

PRESS FORCES A RETREAT IN
THE WAR ON TERROR

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 23, 2008

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, recently coalition
forces were forced to retreat in their campaign
against insurgents in Afghanistan when the
British Ministry of Defense extracted Prince
Harry from his front line duties. As third line in
line to the British throne, Harry carries a cer-
tain amount of importance about him, espe-
cially when he is risking his life to make the
lives of the British people and their allies
safer. Military service is not something new for
the Royal Family, as they have a long tradition
of serving in the armed forces, including direct
combat duties. But why did the British military,
one of the most disciplined and well respected
organizations in the world, have to pull back?
The answer was that it was betrayed by
friendly fire in the press.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

An Australian magazine entitted New Idea
leaked Harry’s mission in Afghanistan in late
February. While the magazine has apologized,
it broke an informal agreement with the British
Ministry of Defense that called for a global
media blackout on the story. Harry had been
successfully calling in coalition air-strikes
against Taliban insurgents. But with his iden-
tity and location compromised, Harry’s security
became jeopardized because of the possibility
that he and his command would become spe-
cifically targeted.

Here is a “New Idea” for the press: exercise
some common sense. While it is important
that we as a democracy stay abreast of what
is occurring in the military, there is a fine line
where we have to stop and let the military do
its job. This example involving the Prince of
Wales shows the great security issue involving
the press and the military. Not all information
can be given to the general public, and when
supplied with details, the press needs to be
responsible and exercise basic common
sense.

Here is some advice for the press to follow
when given military information. Ask the ques-
tion, “Will this information possibly endanger
lives and missions?” If the answer is even
close to being “yes,” then it is probably not
best to publish it. What would happen if our
high ranking generals and civilian leaders had
their locations and missions revealed? We
would have to completely rethink our strategy
and decisions. Missions and lives would be-
come compromised, just as they did for the
British with Prince Harry. We need to let the
military do its job without interference.

And that’s just the way it is.

RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE
MODERN STATE OF ISRAEL

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN LEWIS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 22, 2008

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | join
my colleagues as a proud original cosponsor
of this important resolution.

| congratulate our brothers and sisters in
Israel on this important milestone—the 60th
anniversary of becoming an independent na-
tion. From the first hour on that first day, Israel
and the United States began a relationship
based on democratic values, friendship and
respect that continues to this day.

Over the years, Israel has developed into a
thriving society, a world leader, and an active
democracy. Welcoming people from Russia to
Ethiopia, Israel has become a refuge for those
persecuted for thousands of years.

In fact, many of my constituents have trav-
eled or lived in Israel. In 2005, we made his-
tory when Atlanta became the first U.S. city in
the Southeast to have non-stop direct flights to
Tel Aviv.

I, too, have a personal connection with the
people of Israel—like me, they are descended
from survivors. The atrocities of the holocaust
must never be forgotten. Every day, we must
recommit ourselves to never allow this history
to be repeated. We have overcome so many
trials and hardships, but there is still so much
farther to go.
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It is my hope that one day, together we will
be able to celebrate peaceful relationships and
coexistence with all the countries in the Middle
East. And | hope that this peace comes long
before another 60 years.

Mr. Speaker, | extend my deepest congratu-
lations to the Israeli people on this historic
day.

RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE
MODERN STATE OF ISRAEL

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 22, 2008

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H. Con. Res. 322 recognizing the
60th anniversary of the founding of the mod-
ern State of Israel and reaffirming the bonds
of close friendship and cooperation between
the United States and Israel.

Today marks the 60th anniversary of the
founding of the modern State of Israel. For the
past six decades the United States and Israel
have forged a special relationship based on
our shared history of overcoming oppression,
tyranny and hatred. This bond has strength-
ened over time through our common interest
in peace, prosperity, and democracy.

As we commemorate this anniversary, we
must also recognize the challenges that face
Israel. Security and prosperity will only be
reached when a resolution to the conflict be-
tween the Palestinian and Israeli peoples is
achieved.

It is critical that we engage both Israel and
the Palestinian leadership to find a way for-
ward. It is also critical that we support initia-
tives that create greater dialogue, cooperation
and economic development between lIsraelis
and Palestinians. | have been a strong sup-
porter of Seeds of Peace, which has a camp
located in my district, which brings Arab and
Israeli youth together to dispel stereotypes
and build lasting trust within the regional lead-
ers of tomorrow. | have also been a strong
supporter of the Middle East Regional Co-
operation program and other programs that
create people-to-people reconciliation and co-
existence in the Middle East.

Israel is friend and ally of the United States
and it is my honor to recognize the 60th anni-
versary of its founding. True support for Israel
lies in standing with our friend as its civilians
face down indiscriminate rocket attacks and in
pushing for a permanent peace that provides
security and dignity to both Israelis and Pal-
estinians.

On this special occasion it is important to
commemorate the past, but also to look to-
ward the future. As our two Nations enter our
seventh decade as allies, we must continue to
actively pursue our common dream of peace,
freedom and security—a dream that | believe
is shared by all peoples of the world.

Mr. Speaker, | reiterate my firm support of
H. Con. Res. 322.
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