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to honor the thousands of American
workers who are injured, sickened, and
killed each year in this Nation.

Next Monday, April 28, is Workers
Memorial Day, dedicated to remem-
bering workers whose lives are lost on
the job. Sixteen workers are killed on
the job every day in America. Every.
Day.

And these are not just workers in
highly dangerous professions, but
workers from every profession you can
imagine, from mechanics to teachers
to newspaper carriers.

Instead of addressing the crisis in
worker safety, the Bush administration
continues to underfund the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administra-
tion, OSHA. Like an old dog who’s lost
its teeth, OSHA doesn’t scare anyone.
It hasn’t improved safety and it doesn’t
protect workers.

Today, I stand with families who
have lost loved ones on the job. Tomor-
row I continue working with my col-
leagues in the Labor and Working
Families Caucus to strengthen OSHA.

American workers deserve to be safe
while earning a living and contributing
to this great country. And we must do
more to ensure that they are safe.

——
DEMOCRATS’ COMMONSENSE PLAN

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina.
Mr. Speaker, ‘‘Democrats have a com-
monsense plan to help bring down sky-
rocketing gas prices.”’

That was Ms. PELOSI in a press re-
lease 1 year ago today. The price at the
pump then, $2.91 a gallon, today almost
$4 a gallon.

Also 2 years ago, Ms. PELOSI vowed
that if her party took over Congress
they would cut energy prices, espe-
cially gasoline. It’s obvious there’s a
fast growing need for energy in our
country, and this need must be met
with a solution.

To provide a reduction in gas prices
for Americans, we need to find re-
sources here at home and support do-
mestic energy production. Our country
needs to research and fund alternative
energy production to become less de-
pendent on foreign sources for the se-
curity of our country, and to ease the
burdening gas prices for our American
families.

American families were promised a
commonsense plan by the Democrat
majority. If there’s a commonsense
plan, don’t you think it’s time that we
see it?

———

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commemorate the 93rd anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide, which,
sadly, was the first genocide of the 20th
century, a template for a cycle of geno-
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cide that continues to occur to this
day.

The Armenian Genocide involved the
issue of man’s injustice to mankind. It
continued to occur throughout the 20th
century, as we know, in the Holocaust,
Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia, and now in
Darfur.

Growing up in Fresno, California, as
we proudly say, the land of William Sa-
royan, I heard many stories as a young
man from the grandparents of our
neighbors, the Kezerians, the Koligians
and the Abramhian families, about
being forced to leave their homes and
farms, the stories of long marches and
systematic murders. They believe it
was the first genocide of the 20th cen-
tury, and ladies and gentlemen of the
House, I believe it was too.

Genocide is not something that can
simply be swept under the rug and for-
gotten. The United States cannot con-
tinue its policy of denial regarding the
Armenian genocide, and I encourage
that we once again reconsider the pas-
sage of H. Res. 106 to recognize the Ar-
menian genocide.

————

OIL SHOCK

(Mr. WESTMORELAND asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WESTMORELAND. I want to
read an editorial to the American peo-
ple, Mr. Speaker, that was printed yes-
terday in Investors Business Daily:

““0Oil Shock.

“When it comes to energy policy,
Democrats always talk a good game.
But look at their actual record while in
control of Congress in the last year and
a half. It’s been nothing short of disas-
trous.

“Wasn’t it 2 years ago that then Mi-
nority Leader Nancy Pelosi vowed, if
the party took over Congress, to cut
energy prices, especially gasoline?

‘“‘Democrats have a commonsense
plan,” Ms. Pelosi went on to say, ‘to
help bring down skyrocketing gas
prices by cracking down on price
gouging, rolling back the billions of
dollars in taxpayer subsidies, tax
breaks and royalty relief given to the
big oil and gas companies, and increas-
ing production of alternative fuels.’

“This is what Ms. Pelosi wrote in
April of 2006 as part of her efforts to
convince the American people to elect
Democrats.

“How’s that working for you? The
cost of energy, measured by the price
of West Texas Intermediate Crude is up
more than 70 percent.”

On 12/19/07 President Bush signed into
law H.R. 6, which was the plan. It’s not
working.

We want to see the real plan, Ms.
PELOSI.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CosTA). Members are reminded to ad-
dress their remarks to the Chair.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
bill H.R. 2830, the Coast Guard Reau-
thorization Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

———

COAST GUARD AUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2008

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1126 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2830.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2830) to
authorize appropriations for the Coast
Guard for fiscal year 2008, and for other
purposes, with Mr. MCNULTY in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered read the
first time.

General debate shall not exceed 1
hour, with 40 minutes equally divided
and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure and 20 minutes equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Homeland Security.

The gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
OBERSTAR) and the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) each will con-
trol 20 minutes, and the gentleman
from Mississippi (Mr. THOMPSON) and
the gentleman from California (Mr.
DANIEL E. LUNGREN) each will control
10 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise in strong support of H.R. 2830,
the Coast Guard Authorization Act
that includes critical provisions to
strengthen the U.S. Coast Guard.

It’s been since 2004, the last time we
actually moved through House and
Senate and conference a Coast Guard
authorization bill, not for lack of ef-
fort. In the 109th Congress in 2005 and
2006 the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure, under then Chair-
man DON YOUNG, a strong advocate, ad-
mirer of and one who embraces the
U.S. Coast Guard, we moved the bill
through committee, and we brought it
to the House in 2006. Unfortunately, we
were not able to reach conference with
the other body, but not for lack of ef-
fort.
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