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After the high level talks concluded,
a senior official with Mexico, Rafael
Curiel, was caught on video grabbing
seven White House BlackBerrys off the
outside table. He was nabbed with the
booty by the Secret Service at the air-
port as he was about to make good his
getaway.

He gave numerous contradictory ac-
counts about why he had the White
House BlackBerrys. Then he said he
was innocent. When all else failed, he
claimed diplomatic immunity, and left
the United States for Mexico.

Mr. Speaker, Rafael Curiel is just
misunderstood. Obviously, when the
White House discussion centered
around free trade with the two coun-
tries, Curiel took the phrase ‘‘free
trade’ literally and did a little free
trading on his own with those Amer-
ican BlackBerrys.

Mexico has since fired the free trad-
er.
And that’s just the way it is.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 29, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
April 29, 2008, at 10:36 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 2829.

That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 74.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 28, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
April 28, 2008, at 3:21 p.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 4286.

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 322.

That the Senate requests the return of the
papers H.R. 493.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.
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COMMUNICATION FROM DISTRICT

DIRECTOR, THE HONORABLE
PHIL GINGREY, MEMBER OF
CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Janet Byington, District
Director, the Honorable PHIL GINGREY,
Member of Congress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 21, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to formally
notify you, pursuant to Rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with a civil trial subpoena
for testimony issued by the Superior Court
of Floyd County, Georgia.

After consulting with the Office of General
Counsel, I have determined that compliance
with the subpoena is inconsistent with the
privileges and rights of the House.

Sincerely,
JANET BYINGTON,
District Director,
Congressman Phil Gingrey.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———

MASHANTUCKET PEQUOT (WEST-
ERN) TRIBE LEASE EXTENSIONS

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the Senate
bill (S. 2457) to provide for extensions
of leases of certain land by
Mashantucket Pequot (Western) Tribe.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows:

S. 2457

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXTENSIONS OF LEASES OF CERTAIN
LAND BY MASHANTUCKET PEQUOT
(WESTERN) TRIBE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Any lease of restricted
land of the Mashantucket Pequot (Western)
Tribe (referred to in this section as the
“Tribe’’) entered into on behalf of the Tribe
by the tribal corporation of the Tribe char-
tered pursuant to section 17 of the Act of
June 18, 1934 (25 U.S.C. 477), may include an
option to renew the lease for not more than
2 additional terms, each of which shall not
exceed 25 years, subject only to the approval
of the tribal council of the Tribe.

(b) LIABILITY OF UNITED STATES.—The
United States shall not be liable to any
party for any loss resulting from a renewal
of a lease entered into pursuant to sub-
section (a).

(c) PROHIBITION ON GAMING ACTIVITIES.—NO
entity may conduct any gaming activity
(within the meaning of section 4 of the In-
dian Gaming Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C. 2703))
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pursuant to a claim of inherent authority or
any Federal law (including the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act (256 U.S.C. 2701 et seq.)
and any regulations promulgated by the Sec-
retary of the Interior or the National Indian
Gaming Commission pursuant to that Act)
on any land that is leased with an option to
renew the lease in accordance with this sec-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. RAHALL) and the
gentleman from TUtah (Mr. BISHOP)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from West Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. RAHALL. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

(Mr. RAHALL asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RAHALL. Existing Federal law
allows tribal corporations to lease trib-
al land for a term of 25 years. However,
there are instances where the Congress
has provided the authority for a tribal
corporation to engage in even longer
terms.

The pending measure would give the
Mashantucket Pequot Tribe of Con-
necticut the ability to lease its lands
for not more than two additional terms
of up to 25 years each, for a total of 75
years, in an effort to assist this tribe,
expand its economy and assist its
members.

Furthermore, it prohibits any entity
from conducting gaming activity on
any land that is leased with an option
to renew under this act.

I would note that this measure
passed the other body by unanimous
consent. And I would commend our col-
league from Connecticut (Mr. LARSON)
for his leadership and championing this
measure in the House.

I urge its passage and I reserve the
balance of my time, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Senate bill 2457 provides for exten-
sions of leases of certain land by the
Mashantucket Pequot Tribe of Con-
necticut. The leased land is for non-
gaming commercial purposes. 1 urge
support of this legislation as does the
administration.

I have no additional speakers. There-
fore, I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. RAHALL. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from West Virginia (Mr.
RAHALL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 2457.
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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

JICARILLA APACHE RESERVATION
CONVEYANCE

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3522) to ratify a conveyance of a
portion of the Jicarilla Apache Res-
ervation to Rio Arriba County, State of
New Mexico, pursuant to the settle-
ment of litigation between the
Jicarilla Apache Nation and Rio Arriba
County, State of New Mexico, to au-
thorize issuance of a patent for said
lands, and to change the exterior
boundary of the Jicarilla Apache Res-
ervation accordingly, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3522

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS.

For the purposes of this act, the following
definitions apply:

(1) JICARILLA APACHE NATION.—The term
“Jicarilla Apache Nation’” means the
Jicarilla Apache Nation, a tribe of American
Indians recognized by the United States and
organized under section 16 of the Act of June
18, 1934 (25 U.S.C. 476; popularly known as the
Indian Reorganization Act).

(2) 1988 RESERVATION ADDITION.—The term
‘1988 Reservation Addition” means those
lands, known locally as the Theis Ranch,
that are described in the Federal Register
published on September 26, 1988 at 53 F.R.
37355-66 and were added to the Jicarilla
Apache Reservation in New Mexico in 1988.

(3) SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT.—The term
“Settlement Agreement’” means the agree-
ment executed by the President of the
Jicarilla Apache Nation on May 6, 2003 and
executed by the Chairman of the Rio Arriba
Board of County Commissioners on May 15,
2003 and approved by the Department of the
Interior on June 18, 2003 to settle the Law-
suit.

(4) LAWSUIT.—The term ‘‘Lawsuit’” means
the case identified as Jicarilla Apache Tribe
v. Board of County Commissioners, County
of Rio Arriba, No. RA 87-2225(C), State of
New Mexico District Court, First Judicial
District, filed in October 1987.

(6) RIO ARRIBA COUNTY.—The term ‘‘Rio
Arriba County’ means the political subdivi-
sion of the state of New Mexico described in
Section 4-21-1 and Section 4-21-2, New Mex-
ico Statutes Annotated 1978 (Original Pam-
phlet).

(6) SETTLEMENT LANDS.—The term ‘‘Settle-
ment Lands’” means Tract A and Tract B as
described in the plat of the ‘‘Dependent Re-
survey and Survey of Tract within Theis
Ranch” within the Tierra Amarilla Grant,
New Mexico prepared by Leo P. Kelley, Ca-
dastral Surveyor, United States Department
of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management,
dated January 7, 2004, and recorded in the of-
fice of the Rio Arriba County Clerk on March
8, 2004, in Cabinet C-1, Page 199, Document
No. 242411, consisting of 70.756 acres more or
less. Title to the Settlement Lands is held by
the United States in trust for the Jicarilla
Apache Nation.
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(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(8) DISPUTED COUNTY ROAD.—The term
“Disputed County Road’ means the county
road passing through the 1988 Reservation
Addition along the course identified in the
judgment entered by the New Mexico Dis-
trict Court in the Lawsuit on December 10,
2001 and the decision entered on December
11, 2001, which judgment and decision have
been appealed to the New Mexico Court of
Appeals.

SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The Lawsuit is now pending before the
Court of Appeals of the State of New Mexico
and involves a claim that a county road
passing through the 1988 Reservation Addi-
tion had been established by prescription
prior to acquisition of the land by the
Jicarilla Apache Nation in 1985.

(2) The parties to that lawsuit, the
Jicarilla Apache Nation and the County of
Rio Arriba, have executed a Settlement
Agreement, approved by the Secretary of the
Interior, to resolve all claims relating to the
disputed county road, which agreement re-
quires ratifying legislation by the Congress
of the United States.

(3) The parties to the Settlement Agree-
ment desire to settle the claims relating to
the disputed county road on the terms
agreed to by the parties, and it is in the best
interests of the parties to resolve the claims
through the Settlement Agreement and this
implementing legislation.

SEC. 3. CONDITION ON EFFECT OF SECTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4 of this Act shall
not take effect until the Secretary finds the
following events have occurred:

(1) The Board of Commissioners of Rio
Arriba County has enacted a resolution per-
manently abandoning the disputed county
road and has submitted a copy of that reso-
lution to the Secretary.

(2) The Jicarilla Apache Nation has exe-
cuted a quitclaim deed to Rio Arriba County
for the Settlement Lands subject to the ex-
ceptions identified in the Settlement Agree-
ment and has submitted a copy of the quit-
claim deed to the Secretary.

(b) PUBLICATION OF FINDINGS.—If the Sec-
retary finds that the conditions set forth in
subsection (a) have occurred, the Secretary
shall publish such findings in the Federal
Register.
SEC. 4. RATIFICATION OF
ISSUANCE OF PATENT.

(a) CONDITIONAL RATIFICATION AND AP-
PROVAL.—This Act ratifies and approves the
Jicarilla Apache Nation’s quitclaim deed for
the Settlement Lands to Rio Arriba County,
but such ratification and approval shall be
effective only upon satisfaction of all condi-
tions in section 3, and only as of the date
that the Secretary’s findings are published
in the Federal Register pursuant to section
3.

(b) PATENT.—Following publication of the
notice described in section 3, the Secretary
shall issue to Rio Arriba County a patent for
the Settlement Lands, subject to the excep-
tions and restrictive covenants described
subsection (c¢).

(c) CONDITIONS OF PATENT.—The patent to
be issued by the Secretary under subsection
(b) shall be subject to all valid existing
rights of third parties, including but not lim-
ited to easements of record, and shall include
the following perpetual restrictive covenant
running with the Settlement Lands for the
benefit of the lands comprising the Jicarilla
Apache Reservation adjacent to the Settle-
ment Lands: “Tract A shall be used only for
governmental purposes and shall not be used
for a prison, jail or other facility for incar-
cerating persons accused or convicted of a
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crime. For purposes of this restrictive cov-
enant,”” governmental purposes ‘‘shall in-
clude the provision of governmental services
to the public by Rio Arriba County and the
development and operation of private busi-
nesses to the extent permitted by applicable
State law.”.

SEC. 5. BOUNDARY CHANGE.

Upon issuance of the patent authorized by
section 4, the lands conveyed to Rio Arriba
County in the patent shall cease to be a part
of the Jicarilla Apache Reservation and the
exterior boundary of the Jicarilla Apache
Reservation shall be deemed relocated ac-
cordingly.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. RAHALL) and the
gentleman from TUtah (Mr. BISHOP)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from West Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. RAHALL. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

(Mr. RAHALL asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RAHALL. Passage of the pending
measure will resolve a longstanding
dispute between the Jicarilla Apache
Nation and the county of Rio Arriba in
New Mexico over a disputed road. The
tribe and the county have agreed to a
settlement which requires the approval
of Congress in order to become effec-
tive.

Under this settlement agreement, the
tribe will transfer 70.5 acres of land lo-
cated within its expanded 1988 reserva-
tion to the county. In exchange, the
county will abandon any and all claims
to the disputed road.

I would like to commend our col-
league from New Mexico for his super
leadership and determination, Mr. ToMm
UbpALL, for bringing this bill before us
today.

Some of the more difficult and con-
tentious issues that we deal with are
those of property lines and jurisdic-
tions of towns, private landowners and
Indian tribes. Mr. UDALL has never
shied away from such matters when
they affect the Indian tribes of New
Mexico, and I commend him. I urge my
colleagues to support its passage.
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I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 3522 implements a settlement
agreement worked out by the tribe and
Rio Arriba County. As a result, the
parties resolve a long-lasting litigation
by conveying tribal lands to the county
for transportation purposes.
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