
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E769 April 30, 2008 

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. LAUREN 
EWING 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
Ms. Lauren Ewing, who was nominated to be 
the 2008 Delaware Boys & Girls Club Youth of 
the Year. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of America and the 
Reader’s Digest have nationally sponsored the 
Youth of the Year program since 1947. The 
goal of Youth of the Year has been to recog-
nize outstanding members of the Boys & Girls 
Club and their contributions to their Club, com-
munity, school, and family. More than 32,000 
youth are served by the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Delaware. 

Twelve students were nominated for the 
honor of Youth of the Year through an inten-
sive local and state level selection process, in-
cluding the nominees’ personal contribution to 
home and family, community, school and their 
Boys & Girls Club. The nominees had to pre-
pare two essays explaining why post-high 
school education is important and what the 
Club means to them. Additionally, students 
had to prepare a 3–5 minute speech and have 
an interview session with a panel of judges. 
The candidates attended the Youth of the 
Year Summit, where they received profes-
sional guidance regarding public speaking, 
writing, and interviewing skills. 

After winning the Local Youth of the Year 
award, Lauren moved onto the state level 
competition, where she refined her essay and 
prepared for the next round of interviews. 
Lauren was a highly qualified candidate for the 
Youth of the Year 2008. Lauren actively par-
ticipates in her local Boys & Girls Club, Simon 
Circle, where she is the President of the Key-
stone Club and a member of the Torch Club. 
Lauren is involved in various organizations, in-
cluding ROTC, Dover Caring Community 
Youth Coalition, and Cooperative Extension 
Nutrition Program. 

Once again, I would like to commend 
Lauren Ewing for being nominated as the 
Boys & Girls Club of Delaware’s Youth of the 
Year. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF JACK GIBSON 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of my dear friend and 
former colleague in the Arkansas State Sen-
ate, Jack Gibson of Boydell, Arkansas, who 
passed away April 24, 2008. 

I will forever remember Jack Gibson as a 
good friend, a devoted public servant and 

someone who cared deeply about improving 
the quality of life in southeast Arkansas. As a 
natural born leader, he excelled at every task 
he took on and was an inspiration to all of us 
who knew him. 

Jack Gibson served his country in the U.S. 
Navy during World War II as a decorated 
naval pilot, and has been recognized for 
shooting down the last enemy aircraft of the 
war. After the war, he returned home to south-
east Arkansas to pursue his true passion of 
agriculture. His advocacy for the industry 
began while working with his father at their 
family-owned farm, cotton gin and agricultural 
spraying service, where he learned the impor-
tance of farming to our economy. As a mem-
ber of the Farm Bureau for over 50 years, as 
well as his affiliation with numerous other agri-
cultural organizations, he relentlessly pro-
moted the value and resources the agriculture 
community contributes to the fabric of our 
State and Nation. 

Jack Gibson was also a distinguished State 
senator representing Arkansas State Senate 
District 35 for 12 years. He was a thoughtful 
and diligent senator who admirably rep-
resented all those he was elected to serve. I 
was honored to serve with him in the Arkan-
sas Senate where I experienced his tireless 
and dedicated work on agriculture and eco-
nomic development issues facing Arkansas. 
His leadership in the Senate, whether as a 
Chairman or Member of a committee or coun-
cil, was guided by his dedication to the State 
of Arkansas and to all of those who work and 
reside in our beloved State. The opportunity to 
get to know and work with Jack Gibson will 
forever be etched fondly into my memory. 

Jack Gibson will always be known for his 
outstanding service to our country and his 
community. Above all, he will sorely be missed 
as a friend. I extend my deepest condolences 
to his wife, Elizabeth Haniken Gibson; his son, 
Stephen Anderson Gibson of Boydell, Arkan-
sas; his daughter Marcie Elizabeth Gibson of 
Little Rock, Arkansas; his sister, Mary Jane 
Bowman of Dermott, Arkansas; and to his 
nephews, grandchildren, great-grandchildren 
and friends. Jack Gibson will be greatly 
missed in southeast Arkansas and throughout 
the State, and I am truly saddened by this 
loss. 

f 

HONORING DR. CHARLES GRANT 
ON HIS COMMUNITY SERVICE 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to commend Dr. Charles 
Grant for his community service and his 
friendship for over 20 years. Dr. Grant has 
been an educator for 35 years and for 25 
years has served at San Jacinto College 
North. His positions have included: instructor 
of Management Development, director of Con-

tinuing Education, dean of Continuing Edu-
cation, and vice president of Instruction and 
for the last 10 years, he has served as presi-
dent of San Jacinto College North. 

Dr. Grant is a graduate of the first class 
from North Shore High School, in Texas, and 
received his degree from San Jacinto College. 
Dr. Grant has been an active part of the North 
Channel Area chamber of Commerce for 
many years, where he was chairman of the 
board in 1997 and was selected board mem-
ber of the year for 1995. 

Dr. Grant is a member of North Shore Ro-
tary Club since 1987, serving as president for 
the 2002–03 year, named a Paul Harris fellow, 
and was awarded rotarian of the year for 
2004–05. Dr. Grant is a charter sponsor of 
San Jacinto College North Rotaract Club for 
25 years; Rotary District 5890 Rotaract chair 
for seven years; serving on the Rotary Inter-
national Rotaract Committee for three years 
and as the Rotary International Rotaract chair 
for 2005–06. Dr. Grant has served as the col-
lege coordinator for CDS International’s Ger-
man-American Youth Exchange Program for 
24 years and has hosted, along with his wife, 
Gail, a German exchange student. 

And so it is with great pleasure that I recog-
nize Dr. Charles Grant, for his service to San 
Jacinto College North and I congratulate him 
on his continued commitment to community 
service. 

f 

CHIEF LARRY SHIFLET: TEXAS 
LAWMAN 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, Texas is known 
for its legendary Lawmen that bring criminals 
to justice. Today, I want to recognize the life 
of Assistant Chief Deputy Larry Shiflet. He is 
a lifetime member of what is referred to in my 
part of Texas as the Poe-leece. It is an infor-
mal organization made up of my long-time 
friends in the Texas law enforcement commu-
nity. It is an honor to pay tribute to him today 
as he retires from public service. 

Larry Eugene Shiflet was born in Houston 
on Sept. 2, 1940 and was destined to be a 
Texas Lawman. At the age of 17, he joined 
the U.S. Air Force. After serving his country 
for four years, a friend got him a job in the 
Union Pacific Railroad Police Department. 

He got to do what most boys from Texas 
only dream about doing: being a real cowboy 
that protected railroad cars from bandits. He 
worked in the special investigative unit that 
tracked down thieves, drug smugglers and 
hobo stowaways. He later became the head of 
the investigative unit and had jurisdiction over 
four states. He worked for 20 years with the 
railroad before retiring for the first time. 

After leaving the rail road police, he ob-
tained additional police training and he was 
soon hired by the Harris County Precinct 4 
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Constable’s Office in Houston, Texas. His atti-
tude as a deputy was to enforce the spirit of 
the law rather than the letter of the law. Chief 
Shiflet’s personality and professionalism 
earned him respect from both those he 
worked with and with those he arrested. He in-
spired many young deputies to strive for ex-
cellence and they credit his leadership as the 
reason for their professional success. 

His boss and close friend, Constable Ron 
Hickman, described Chief Shiflet as being a 
part of the backbone of the organization. 
‘‘Chief Shiflet’s keen sense of community in-
volvement, understanding of law enforcement 
responsibility, leadership skills, wisdom and 
experience have made him an indispensable 
part of our organization,’’ said Hickman. ‘‘His 
fair, but firm hand has provided a stalwart po-
sition that many of us have looked to for reso-
lution during difficult times. I have had the dis-
tinct pleasure of working alongside Larry for 
25 years and count him among my best 
friends.’’ 

Hickman also described Chief Shiflet as a 
man that is fully aware of the real dangers of 
police work, but at the same time is deathly 
afraid of snakes. Even after working for years 
along the Texas border for the railroad police, 
Hickman said that Chief Shiflet is still very 
likely to shoot somebody to get out of the way 
of a snake. 

Along the way during his career in the Con-
stable’s office, Chief Shiflet met his wife Cyn-
thia Calvert when he worked in Atascocita. 
She was the editor of a local newspaper at the 
time and called him to ask about the violent 
crime wave of bicycle thefts in Kingwood. 
Chief Shiflet suggested that it would be best to 
discuss the bike thefts over a cup of coffee. 
That face to face meeting request was the be-
ginning of a relationship that later led to their 
marriage. 

In addition to his law enforcement career, 
Chief Shiflet had a brief stint as an unofficial 
U.S. Ambassador to Ireland during a family 
vacation. At every pub his family stopped at 
for a meal and a drink, Chief Shiflet would 
have to defend America and President George 
W. Bush’s foreign policies. As soon as the na-
tives heard the warm, southern drawl in Chief 
Shiflet’s voice, they knew he was from Texas 
and would launch into anti-American foreign 
policy tirades. 

Chief Shiflet patiently, respectfully and elo-
quently explained that they were wrong and 
America was right. As only a true American 
patriot would, Chief Shiflet spent his entire 
family vacation defending America and our 
President from Irish criticism. 

Ironically, even though he has spent 50 
years in public service through the military and 
law enforcement, Chief Shiflet started his 
working career in the newspaper business and 
it looks like he will end it with newspapers. 
When he was 10 years old he delivered news-
papers by hand from his bike for an old city 
paper called the Houston Press. In 2007, he 
and his wife started a community newspaper 
company called the Tribune newspapers. In-
stead of delivering papers on a bicycle, he will 
soon be delivering issues of the Tribune from 
his red Corvette. 

As Chief Shiflet retires today from the Harris 
County Precinct 4 Constable’s Office, I am 
honored to recognize his lifetime of law en-
forcement service. For 46 years, he has put 
on a badge and a gun to protect and serve 
the people and communities that he loves. As 

he hangs up his gun for the last time today 
and turns in his badge, he can ride off into the 
sunset in his Corvette knowing that he is 
loved, respected and appreciated by so many. 

Happy Trails to you, Chief Shiflet. Thank 
you for a job well done and for all your hard 
work to make our Texas neighborhoods safer. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING FIRST LIEUTENANT 
MATTHEW RYAN VANDEGRIFT 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the sacrifice of a fallen hero 
and Marine from my district, First Lieutenant 
Matthew Ryan Vandegrift, of Littleton, Colo-
rado. First Lieutenant Vandegrift was killed 
while conducting combat operations in Basra, 
Iraq, just four days after celebrating his 28th 
birthday. 

First Lieutenant Vandegrift, stationed in Iraq 
since August 2007, was assigned to the 2nd 
Battalion, 10th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine 
Division, 2nd Marine Expeditionary Force out 
of Camp Lejeune, NC. Matthew was part of a 
team responsible for training Iraqi security 
forces. Through his service, Matthew played a 
critical role in establishing Iraqi sovereignty by 
preparing Iraqi security outfits with the knowl-
edge and expertise necessary to survive as a 
free and independent democracy. 

Born and raised in Austin, Texas, First Lieu-
tenant Vandegrift found his home in Colorado, 
when his family moved while Matthew was 
studying international business at Texas A&M 
University. While at Texas A&M, Matthew 
maintained a perfect 4.0 grade point average, 
and participated in the Midshipmen Battalion 
NROTC program. Following graduation, Mat-
thew returned to Littleton, when in 2005 he 
courageously decided to continue the 
Vandegrift family tradition of serving America, 
by joining the United States Marine Corps. 

First Lieutenant Vandegrift fought to protect 
and preserve the freedom and democracy that 
we as Americans enjoy. First Lieutenant 
Vandegrift exemplified what it is to be an 
American, and he will forever be remembered 
for his sacrifice and patriotism. 

Madam Speaker, my most heartfelt condo-
lences go out to Matthew’s family and friends. 
He will be missed by all those who knew and 
loved him. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHARLES ‘‘CHARLIE’’ 
NILES 

HON. JOHN M. McHUGH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
with sadness to note the recent passing of a 
constituent, Mr. Charles ‘‘Charlie’’ Niles, a 
resident of Plattsburgh, New York, who died at 
the age of 85 on April 2, 2008. 

I greatly appreciate the service Charlie pro-
vided to our Nation as a member of the U.S. 
Army during World War II and for his 33 years 
of service as a part-time immigration inspector 

at the Port of Champlain in Champlain, New 
York. In addition to that service, Charlie also 
served the community of Champlain, New 
York. Specifically, he taught English at North-
eastern Clinton Central School. Charlie retired 
in 1988 and was a member of the New York 
State Retired Teacher’s Association. I am ad-
vised that he made Shakespeare, Steinbeck, 
and other classics come alive for his students 
while teaching them to speak and write the 
‘‘King’s English.’’ 

Accordingly, I now wish to extend my deep-
est sympathies to his wife of 62 years Eliza-
beth L. Niles, sons Charles A. Niles, Jr. and 
John Niles, daughter Marilyn Donohue and 
grandchildren Adam C. Niles, Jennifer L. 
Niles, Ryan J. Donohue, and Timothy B. 
Donohue. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. GREGORY 
HENRY 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
Mr. Gregory Henry, who was nominated to be 
the 2008 Delaware Boys & Girls Club Youth of 
the Year. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of America and the 
Reader’s Digest have nationally sponsored the 
Youth of the Year program since 1947. The 
goal of Youth of the Year has been to recog-
nize outstanding members of the Boys & Girls 
Club and their contributions to their club, com-
munity, school, and family. More than 32,000 
youth are served by the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Delaware. 

Twelve students were nominated for the 
honor of Youth of the Year through an inten-
sive local and state-level selection process, in-
cluding the nominees’ personal contribution to 
home and family, community, school and their 
Boys & Girls Club. The nominees had to pre-
pare two essays explaining why post-high 
school education is important and what the 
club means to them. Additionally, students had 
to prepare a 3–5 minute speech and have an 
interview session with a panel of judges. The 
candidates attended the Youth of the Year 
Summit, where they received professional 
guidance regarding public speaking, writing, 
and interviewing skills. 

After winning the Local Youth of the Year 
award, Gregory moved onto the state-level 
competition, where he refined his essay and 
prepared for the next round of interviews. 
Gregory was a highly qualified candidate for 
the Youth of the Year 2008. He volunteers 
with the Smyrna Police Department and plans 
to become a Citizen Auxiliary Policeman, 
being the youngest member of the depart-
ment. At the awards ceremony, Gregory was 
honored with the Best Essay Award. 

Once again, I would like to commend Greg-
ory Henry for being nominated as the Boys & 
Girls Club of Delaware’s Youth of the Year 
and winning the Best Essay Award. 
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H.R. 493, TO PROHIBIT DISCRIMINA-

TION BASED ON GENETIC INFOR-
MATION WITH RESPECT TO 
HEALTH INSURANCE AND EM-
PLOYMENT 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 493, to prohibit dis-
crimination based on genetic information with 
respect to health insurance and employment. 
Thanks to breakthroughs in science we are 
able to genetically test for potential health 
problems. This is information about ‘‘potential’’ 
health problems that an individual can use to 
reduce the likelihood of contracting an illness. 

Awareness of potential health problems is 
the first step; but individuals still need health 
care coverage to access the proper testing 
and treatments. 

During the 1970s, the sickle-cell anemia 
craze led to discrimination against African 
Americans and unnecessary public fear. To 
prevent this type of public fear and discrimina-
tion against any individual, this bill bars em-
ployers and health insurance companies from 
discriminating against an individual based on 
genetic information about potential health 
problems. The bill protects the consumer, by 
denying health insurance companies from set-
ting higher premiums based on genetic tests. 

Individuals should not be penalized because 
of their genetic make-up; this is something no 
one has control of. Just because an individual 
is Hispanic and a likelier candidate for heart 
disease, should not lead to a higher insurance 
premium based on the results of a genetic 
test. Higher premiums are unrealistic and 
harmful to American families that already are 
struggling to pay for health care coverage for 
themselves and their children. 

Parents should not skip out on vital fact- 
finding genetic tests about potential health 
problems because of fear of loss of health 
care coverage or loss of their job. 

We need to protect our families and protect 
their health care coverage. I urge my Col-
leagues to support H.R. 493. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND AC-
COMPLISHMENTS OF DR. ZENIA 
CHERNYK 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge and honor Dr. Zenia 
Chernyk of Huntingdon Valley, Pennsylvania 
for her many years of service to the Ukrainian 
people and to the Ukrainian-American commu-
nity. Throughout the years I have worked 
closely with Dr. Chernyk, I have seen up close 
her dedication and unbridled energy that has 
resulted in tremendous accomplishments. 

Originally born in Ukraine, Dr. Chernyk lived 
in Poland during her childhood years and at-
tended the Medical School of Wroclaw Univer-
sity. In 1964, she was invited to work on kid-
ney and pancreas transplant research at Hah-
nemann Hospital in Philadelphia. Since this 

time, Dr. Chernyk has worked closely with the 
Ukrainian Embassy, members of Congress, 
and national and international organizations 
and institutions to advocate on behalf of the 
healthcare needs of Ukrainian children with 
specialized medical needs. 

For the past 17 years, Dr. Chernyk has 
been the Chair of the Healthcare Program of 
the Ukrainian Federation of America. Through 
this program, Dr. Chernyk has overseen the 
development and implementation of a variety 
of healthcare programs in Ukraine, including 
the education of healthcare providers and in-
creasing the level of medical technology and 
research support available to Ukrainian 
healthcare programs. In addition to this posi-
tion, Dr. Chernyk also serves as the director of 
Project Lifeline, a healthcare reform project 
aimed at establishing rural practice clinics in 
Ukraine. These programs are a valuable asset 
in the efforts to improve the quality of 
healthcare for the children of Ukraine and the 
Ukrainian community. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me today in honoring Dr. Zenia Chernyk 
for her tireless efforts and service to Ukraine 
and the Philadelphia area Ukrainian-American 
community. May her continued service be an 
inspiration to us all. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CLARE M. ALBOM 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life of Clare M. Albom 
a consummate leader in physical education, 
safety, senior and women’s issues in eastern 
Connecticut. On April 26, 2008, Clare passed 
away. 

Clare was born in Ellington, Connecticut, on 
June 17, 1919. She attended Rockville High 
School and subsequently earned a B.A. in 
health, physical education and recreation from 
Arnold College in New Haven. After gradua-
tion, Clare moved to Pasadena, California, 
and assumed a position with the Aerojet Engi-
neering Corporation, drafting blue prints for jet 
engines. After 2 years in Pasadena, Clare and 
her husband, Milton, returned to Rockville to 
raise a family. 

Following the birth of her three children and 
the untimely death of her beloved husband, 
she began teaching with her alma mater, 
Rockville High School. For 15 years, she re-
mained dedicated to girls’ physical education 
at Rockville High School, teaching sports cur-
riculum and forming the Girls’ Athletic Activi-
ties Club (GAAC). The GAAC, which was a 
huge success, offered girls in the community 
an unprecedented opportunity to explore inter-
ests in individual and team sports. In 1971, 
the GAAC received national accolades, when 
the program was recognized as the most out-
standing in the U.S. 

Over the course of her career, Clare worked 
with the Connecticut State Department of Edu-
cation, evaluating the quality of physical edu-
cation programs across the State and con-
ducting teacher workshops. Highlights in-
cluded serving as a master bowling clinician 
for the Lifetime Sports Education Project and 
conducting bowling workshops for special edu-
cation teachers withthe acclaimed Kennedy In-

stitute. Her work in physical education has 
also been solidified in physical education text-
books and national manuals. 

In addition to her work in the physical edu-
cation community, Clare was a passionate ad-
vocate for children’s safety. Between 1970 
and 1979, she served as the supervisor of 
Health, Elementary and Girls’ Physical Edu-
cation in the Vernon school system. In 1974, 
she developed a safety education program 
which was recognized at the State level by the 
Connecticut Safety Commission. In 1978, she 
produced a film on bus safety, ‘‘Alert and 
Alive,’’ which also received State recognition 
by the Connecticut Department of Motor Vehi-
cles and national recognition at the National 
Highway Transportation Convention in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

After retiring, Clare was asked by the 
Vernon mayor, Marie Herbst, to head up the 
Vernon Senior Center, which at the time was 
a very small program. Clare transformed the 
center into one of the most successful munic-
ipal senior centers in Connecticut. The center 
sponsored group trips in the U.S. and abroad, 
started ‘‘The Golden Steppers’’ dance pro-
gram, a golf league, a bridge club, holiday 
events—the list goes on. Even more impor-
tantly, the center became an advocate in 
Vernon, the State capital, and Washington, 
DC, to create innovative assistance for sen-
iors—ConnPACE, circuit breaks property tax 
relief and improvements to Social Security and 
Medicare. 

As a State Representative for the town of 
Vernon I had the privilege to know and work 
with Clare for the last 22 years. She was a 
tireless advocate for the center, but even more 
importantly, for her progressive, compas-
sionate vision of the Vernon community. 

Madam Speaker, Clare lived an extraor-
dinary life. Her advocacy and leadership roles 
in often overlooked issues, including girls’ 
physical education, children’s safety and op-
portunities for senior citizens, improved the 
lives of our friends and neighbors in Con-
necticut and across the Nation, and would 
change the status quo for future generations. 
I ask my colleagues to join with me and my 
constituents in recognizing her life and legacy 
and offering condolences to her family. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. WILL 
TOWNSVILLE 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
Mr. Will Townsville, who was named the 2008 
Delaware Boys & Girls Club Youth of the 
Year. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of America and the 
Reader’s Digest have nationally sponsored the 
Youth of the Year program since 1947. The 
goal of Youth of the Year has been to recog-
nize outstanding members of the Boys & Girls 
Club and their contributions to their Club, com-
munity, school, and family. More than 32,000 
youth are served by the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Delaware. 

Twelve students were nominated for the 
honor of Youth of the Year through an inten-
sive local and state level selection process, in-
cluding the nominees’ personal contribution to 
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home and family, community, school and their 
Boys & Girls Club. The nominees had to pre-
pare two essays explaining why post-high 
school education is important and what the 
Club means to them. Additionally, students 
had to prepare a 3–5-minute speech and have 
an interview session with a panel of judges. 
The candidates attended the Youth of the 
Year Summit, where they received profes-
sional guidance regarding public speaking, 
writing, and interviewing skills. 

After winning the Local Youth of the Year 
award, Will moved onto the state level com-
petition, where he refined his essay and pre-
pared for the next round of interviews. Will 
was an extremely qualified candidate for the 
Youth of the Year 2008. He served as Presi-
dent of the Greater Newark Boys & Girls 
Club’s Keystone Club for 2 years. At school, 
Will participates in a variety of activities, in-
cluding boys’ basketball and baseball, Leaders 
of America, and the yearbook committee. Will 
volunteers with the Jefferson Finance Awards 
committee and Adopt-A-Family. 

Once again, I commend Will Townsville for 
being named as the Boys & Girls Club of 
Delaware’s Youth of the Year. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, I was not 
present on April 24, 2008. Had I been present, 
I would have voted yea on the following rollcall 
votes: Rollcall 220, rollcall 221, rollcall 223. 

I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on the following: 
Rollcall 222. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CLEAN AIR 
CHAMPIONS 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mrs. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize many of Sacramento’s out-
standing individuals and businesses as mem-
bers of the Sacramento community gather at 
the 32nd Annual Clean Air Awards Luncheon 
hosted by Breathe California of Sacramento 
Emigrant Trails. The men and women being 
honored this afternoon are dedicated to the 
success of Sacramento and have worked tire-
lessly to advance the region’s environmental 
conditions. I ask all my colleagues to join me 
in honoring these fine Sacramentans. 

Gary Federico and the Federico Beauty In-
stitute will be presented with the ‘‘Business 
Award.’’ Gary has partnered with Sacramento 
Municipal Utility District to implement a recy-
cling program, changed his light bulbs to en-
ergy efficient compact fluorescent lights, es-
tablished a photovoltaic carport system, and 
installed occupancy sensors to save energy. 
These changes will reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions by 165,643 pounds, which is equiv-
alent to annually removing 14 cars from the 
road. Gary and the Federico Beauty Institute 
are an example of how even individuals and 
small businesses can truly make a difference. 

Tony Powers is receiving the Clean Air ‘‘In-
dividual Award,’’ for his tireless dedication to 
air quality by focusing on bicycle-friendly alter-
natives to driving. Tony has worked with the 
City of Folsom to build a new Lake Natoma 
Crossing and has inspired people to trade in 
their cars for bicycles. Tony has made bicy-
cling easier and safer for the Sacramento 
community. Due to his efforts, Sacramento is 
ranked among the top 10 cities in the Nation 
for bicycle commuting. 

The Natomas Unified School District is re-
ceiving the Clean Air ‘‘Government Award’’ for 
its dedication to air quality and energy-saving 
techniques. These techniques include solar 
panel use, conversion of school buses to bio-
diesel, synthetic turf playing fields and pro-
moting walking and bicycling to school with 
the Safe Routes to School program. This pro-
gram reduces traffic and encourages safe driv-
ing. The Natomas Unified School District has 
also been designated as the State’s only ‘‘Cli-
mate Action Leader’’ due to their participation 
in voluntary greenhouse gas emissions report-
ing programs. 

The Clean Air ‘‘Regional Award’’ will be pre-
sented to the Million Mile May Program. This 
program challenges individuals in the Sac-
ramento Region to not only bike to work, but 
also to use their bicycles for their errands and 
leisure time as well. So far this year, over 
2,500 individuals have pledged to ride over 
600,000 miles and this number continues to 
rise. In 2007, the Million Mile May Program 
nearly reached its 1 million mile goal and 
saved nearly 19,000 gallons of gasoline. I 
would like to commend this program for its 
dedication to promoting clean air and exercise. 

9onF is being awarded the Clean Air ‘‘Smart 
Growth Award’’ for their work in developing 
more eco-friendly homes in the Sacramento 
area. These homes feature state-of-the art en-
ergy performance combined with environ-
mental responsibility. They come equipped 
with geothermal heating and cooling systems, 
the SMUD ‘‘Solar Smart’’ Program and they 
are LEED-for-Homes certified. This project im-
proves air quality in building design and con-
struction materials as well as in its location. 
9onF is built within walking distances of res-
taurants, stores, entertainment venues, and 
employment bases. 

Keelan Shaw-Connelly is receiving the 
Clean Air ‘‘Youth Leadership Award’’ for her 
involvement in air quality issues. Keelan joined 
the Breathe California Youth Advisory Board 
as a freshman in high school and has done a 
wonderful job giving her peers a voice in all of 
the organization’s outreach activities. Now as 
a Sacramento Country Day School junior, 
Keelan has become a role model for others. 
Active in her community, Keelan organized a 
tree planting day at Arcade Middle School, 
bringing together student volunteers from Mus-
lim, Jewish and Christian faiths. 

Madam Speaker, as we celebrate the Clean 
Air Champions, I am honored to recognize 
these individuals and businesses for their con-
tributions to the environment and to the Sac-
ramento region. On behalf of the people of 
Sacramento and the Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict of California, I ask all my colleagues to 
join me in honoring their unwavering commit-
ment to our region. 

TRIBUTE TO MR. ALAN S. 
WEYMAN 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize an outstanding public serv-
ant, Alan S. Weyman, as he completes more 
than 39 years of continuous service within the 
civilian leadership of the Department of De-
fense. He began his public service life in naval 
shipbuilding in 1969 as an engineer in training 
in the New Construction Program Office for 
the USS Virginia Class Cruiser and is ending 
it as NAVSEA’s Executive Director for Surface 
Warfare. Throughout his career, he worked 
tirelessly to serve America and our Navy. 

Mr. Weyman joined NAVSEA in 1979 as As-
sistant Program Manager for New Construc-
tion. In 1987 he was appointed to the Senior 
Executive Service and assigned as the Deputy 
in the Gas Turbine Combatant Ship Program 
Office where he shared responsibility for fleet 
support and modernization of all non-Aegis 
gas turbine ships, acquisition of FFG 7 Class 
ships, and execution of the Australian and Tai-
wanese foreign military sales programs. 

He was designated as Director of Corporate 
Operations at NAVSEA in June 1995. While in 
this position, Mr. Weyman successfully led the 
organization through a continuing downsizing 
and restructuring of monumental proportions. 
Under his leadership, the organization reduced 
by 45 percent to meet downsizing workforce 
goals, with minimal mission impact and invol-
untary separations. Mr. Weyman was a natural 
leader in this Navy initiative, educating the or-
ganization and developing actions to meet a 
major budget reduction of $1 billion over 5 
years. Through his determination, Mr. 
Weyman developed a plan to eliminate any 
negative impact on the fleet, core equities, or 
mission organizational objectives. The process 
he developed has been adopted as the stand-
ard for the Navy. 

In 1999, Mr. Weyman was assigned to the 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy (R,D&A) as 
the Executive Director for the Program Execu-
tive Officer for Theater Surface Combatants 
which consisted of nearly 400 managers, engi-
neers, logisticians, and financial managers. He 
was directly responsible to the PEO for the 
development and execution of a wide variety 
of Navy programs, including Arleigh Burke De-
stroyer Class shipbuilding, Navy Area and 
Theater Wide Ballistic Missile Defense, the 
AEGIS program, and life cycle fleet support of 
the 115 surface ship combatant fleet. 

As Executive Director, New Construction- 
Current Ship Fleet Support and Inactive Ships, 
he was instrumental in the successful restruc-
turing of the PEO organization, phasing out 
PEO Theater Surface Combatants, primarily 
responsible for the Aegis Shipbuilding Pro-
gram, and standing up a new organization, 
PEO Ships, that is responsible for all surface 
ship shipbuilding and modernization. He initi-
ated an integrated Fleet Support Group for all 
surface ships and executed that structure with-
in the Commander Fleet Forces Command 
SHIPMAIN initiative. 

Mr. Weyman has far exceeded expected re-
sults of his duties as Executive Director for In- 
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Service Ships. He was instrumental in the suc-
cessful operations of the PEO, primarily re-
sponsible for the in-service support for all sur-
face ships, including destroyer and cruiser 
modernization programs, the ships inactivation 
program and the FMS Ship Transfer Program. 
Under his leadership, the In-Service Ship 
Team was the horsepower behind the 
SHIPMAIN Modernization Initiative, CFT 4 
which prioritized alterations across classes of 
ships, removed non-valve alterations with a 
savings to the navy of over $500M, and insti-
tuted a drum beat for alteration accomplish-
ment. He supported SHIPMAIN CFT’s 1, 2 
and 3, and the development of the Surface 
Warfare Enterprise. He achieved success in 
the implementation of a Multi-Ship Multi-Op-
tion contract approach for all surface ships 
maintenance and modernization. MSMO con-
tracts have stabilized the repair industrial base 
and reduced costs to the fleet OM&N ac-
counts. The achieved successes in the re-acti-
vation of the ex-Kidd Class destroyers for the 
Taiwanese Ship Transfer program were ex-
tremely impressive; four ships were re-acti-
vated for the Taiwanese Navy several months 
early and tens of millions under budget. Plan-
ning for follow-on ship transfer work for the 
MHC’s, ex-Trenton, and ex-Coronado are al-
ready in place. The ship Inactivation Programs 
still continues to make great strides in reduc-
ing the size of the inactive fleet through the 
development of innovative processes and con-
tinuous improvements of existing methods. 

Mr. Weyman’s visionary approach to chal-
lenges allows for the transformation from a 
‘‘business as usual’’ mentality into actions that 
permit innovative improvements in the way the 
Government and its private industry partners 
achieve best value products and services. It 
is, therefore, a pleasure to recognize Mr. Alan 
S. Weyman for his many contributions in a life 
devoted to our Nation’s security as he leaves 
the Department of the Navy. I know my col-
leagues join me in wishing him and his wife 
Barbara much happiness and fair winds and 
following seas as they begin a new chapter in 
their lives. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE 
MODERN STATE OF ISRAEL 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to recognize the 60th anniversary of the 
independence of the State of Israel and to re-
affirm the steadfast relationship between our 
two strong democratic allies. 

May 14, 2008, marks the 60th anniversary 
of the establishment of the sovereign and 
independent State of Israel. With little re-
sources and seemingly insurmountable obsta-
cles, Israel has become a thriving and pros-
perous democracy, and has made significant 
worldwide contributions in technology, medi-
cine, agriculture, and environmental innova-
tion. Additionally, eight Israelis have been 
awarded the Nobel Prize. 

When we speak about Israel, too often we 
focus on Israel’s troubles and don’t focus 
enough attention on her beauty and her spirit. 

But what I want to focus on today is her re-
solve. 

Since its independence in 1948, Israel has 
continually overcome every conceivable road-
block placed in her way. She has beaten back 
hostile neighbors during war and now she en-
dures terrible economic hardship from terrorist 
cowards who perpetrate hideous violence 
against innocent victims. 

As a critical partner in our fight against ter-
ror and as the only democracy in the region, 
Israel’s strength and security is paramount. 
Therefore, I encourage this House to continue 
to pass bipartisan bills in support of Israel and 
her ability to protect herself from hostile neigh-
bors. 

The blossoming of a nation that grew from 
desert sand into a thriving example of democ-
racy, economic progress, and cultural diversity 
is a magnificent achievement for this strong 
and vibrant country. 

I want to congratulate Israel on all she has 
achieved in just 60 years, and I look forward 
to the future of this extraordinary Nation. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. KI’ARA 
RUFUS 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
Ms. Ki’Ara Rufus, who was nominated to be 
the 2008 Delaware Boys & Girls Club Youth of 
the Year. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of America and the 
Reader’s Digest have nationally sponsored the 
Youth of the Year program since 1947. The 
goal of Youth of the Year has been to recog-
nize outstanding members of the Boys & Girls 
Club and their contributions to their club, com-
munity, school, and family. More than 32,000 
youth are served by the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Delaware. 

Twelve students were nominated for the 
honor of Youth of the Year through an inten-
sive local and state level selection process, in-
cluding the nominees’ personal contribution to 
home and family, community, school and their 
Boys & Girls Club. The nominees had to pre-
pare two essays explaining why post-high 
school education is important and what the 
club means to them. Additionally, students had 
to prepare a 3–5 minute speech and have an 
interview session with a panel of judges. The 
candidates attended the Youth of the Year 
Summit, where they received professional 
guidance regarding public speaking, writing, 
and interviewing skills. 

After winning the local Youth of the Year 
award, Ki’Ara moved onto the state level com-
petition, where she refined her essay and pre-
pared for the next round of interviews. Ki’Ara 
was an extremely qualified candidate for the 
Youth of the Year 2008. She has been an ac-
tive member of the Great Milford Club since 
she was 6. Throughout her time with the Boys 
& Girls Club, Ki’Ara has been a member of the 
Torch Club and the Youth Respond program. 
She also served as treasurer for the African 
American Heritage Club at Milford High 
School. 

Once again, I would like to commend Ki’Ara 
Rufus for being nominated as the Boys & Girls 
Club of Delaware’s Youth of the Year. 

SALUTING THE SOUTHEASTERN 
PENNSYLVANIA RED CROSS AND 
ITS VOLUNTEERS 

HON. JOE SESTAK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, I rise before 
you to salute the southeastern Pennsylvania 
Red Cross and its outstanding volunteers dur-
ing National Volunteer Week. 

April 27 through May 3 is National Volunteer 
Week. Last year in southeastern Pennsyl-
vania, 7,664 Red Cross volunteers helped vic-
tims of disaster, taught their neighbors how to 
save a life, mentored school kids on the 
meaning of community, and connected military 
families separated by war and thousands of 
miles. 

The Red Cross in southeastern Pennsyl-
vania is the place where: 

Someone you do not recognize puts your 
family to bed the night you have been burned 
out of your home—72,000 fires in America last 
year, 905 of them in southeastern Pennsyl-
vania. Red Cross volunteers answered the call 
every night when 5,292 of our neighbors— 
over 40% of them children—suddenly found 
themselves without a place to live. 

A total stranger will give you their blood— 
four million donors across America, 175,000 of 
them in southeastern Pennsylvania. Over 
1,600 local Red Cross volunteers run over 240 
blood drives every month. 

Someone you never knew will help save 
your child from drowning—11 million Ameri-
cans were trained last year in life saving tech-
niques, 111,739 in southeastern Pennsylvania 
in over 8,000 classes. 

You call to speak to a friendly voice when 
you have an emergency that involves a serv-
iceman or woman overseas. 3,253 times, the 
Red Cross received those calls on its 24–7 
hotline last year. 

400 kids from 18 Philadelphia public high 
schools gather to learn how to save a life, to 
help out at the ‘‘Kids Carnival’’ on Martin Lu-
ther King Day, and to organize blood drives, 
food drives or toy drives in their schools and 
their communities. 

And Red Cross volunteers are people like: 
Martin Strom: During the day he is a SEPTA 

bus driver, but at night ‘‘Big Marty’’ turns up at 
the burning homes of people he has never 
met—starting them on the road to recovery 
from what for many is the worst night of their 
lives. 

Wilma Yeakel: Wilma has worked over 
2,000 blood drives in 25 years, and she will 
tell you that volunteers are paid in six fig-
ures—s-m-i-l-e-s. 

Tom Warner: this septuagenarian still turns 
up at his neighborhood ‘‘Y’’ in Germantown to 
teach lifeguard classes—as he has every year 
for 57 years—and he will tell you that his 
lungs are in better shape than many of his 
students. 

Carol Barnett: longtime Eagles fan Carol 
has been helping military families for the last 
17 years, working at least two ten-hour shifts 
like clockwork, every single week. And Carol 
volunteers on holidays so that others can take 
a break. 

Cornelius Moody: Franklin Learning Center 
junior Cornelius said it best in his essay on 
the honor of wearing his Red Cross Shirt: 
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‘‘Our Red Cross Club is not just another 
school program, it’s a mindset. A mindset to 
help anyone in need in any way you can, not 
because you know them, not for privileges, not 
for awards, but because in your heart you 
know you can help this person, you should 
help this person, so you will help this person.’’ 

Thomas Jefferson wrote, ‘‘It is part of the 
American character to consider nothing as 
desperate.’’ Surely what Jefferson envisioned 
for his America were people like Janice Lufkin 
and Andrew Brownstein in Montgomery Coun-
ty; Dan Hagen and Edna Hendricks in Dela-
ware County; and Ed Bittner and Debbie 
Dorito in Chester County—who have together 
put in over one century of service to people 
they will probably never see again, but who 
desperately needed their help, their shoulder, 
their kind words in their time of greatest need. 
These volunteers have served in every corner 
of this region, and in places like Biloxi, 
Pascagoola and New Orleans, at wildfires in 
California, tornadoes in the Midwest, bridge 
collapses in Minnesota, and hurricanes in Flor-
ida. 

Jefferson was right—nothing is desperate, 
when you live in a country with people like 
them and the other 7,664 volunteers here at 
the southeastern Pennsylvania Chapter of the 
American Red Cross. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON PIPE AND TUBE IMPORTS 

HON. JASON ALTMIRE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 25th Annual Meeting of the 
Committee on Pipe and Tube Imports, known 
to many as the ‘‘voice of the industry’’ in 
Washington, DC. 

The Committee on Pipe and Tube Imports 
has strong roots in western Pennsylvania. In 
fact, a number of local steel pipe and tube in-
dustry leaders—including Mr. James Feeney, 
formerly of Wheatland Tube Co.; Mr. Joseph 
Nowak, formerly of Cyclops Corporation; and 
individuals from Allied Tube and Conduit—cre-
ated the vision of the Committee. Since its be-
ginning, the Committee has worked closely 
with leaders in Congress to develop sound 
and fair trade policies that ensure U.S. trade 
laws are strengthened and maintained. 

Throughout its 25-year history, the Com-
mittee on Pipe and Tube Imports has had 
many notable achievements, including the fil-
ing of over 100 antidumping and counter-
vailing duty cases challenging unfairly traded 
imports; inclusion of steel pipe and tube in the 
President’s Steel Voluntary Restraint Agree-
ment program; and work on the enactment of 
trade legislation. It is obvious that this organi-
zation has made a significant and lasting im-
pact on our nation’s trade policies and through 
its advocacy has ensured a future for this im-
portant segment of the steel industry and its 
workers across the country. 

I am honored to have this opportunity to 
thank the Committee’s founding members, 
past chairmen, and staff for all of the amazing 
work they have accomplished on behalf of the 
United States steel pipe, tube and fittings in-
dustry and wish them continued success in 
the years to come. 

HONORING JENNIFER AND JAMES 
GRIFFIN ON THE OCCASION OF 
THEIR MARRIAGE 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor two of 
my constituents who were married Saturday, 
March 8, 2008. Jennifer Lewis Fowlkes and 
James Sean Griffin celebrated their commit-
ment to each other at a wedding ceremony 
held at the Griffin home in Land O’Lakes, Flor-
ida. A couple firmly dedicated to the Pasco 
County region, Jennifer works for Verizon, and 
Jeff is an entrepreneur. 

As George Eliot once said, ‘‘What greater 
thing is there for two human souls than to feel 
that they are joined together to strengthen 
each other in all labour, to minister to each 
other in all sorrow, to share with each other in 
all gladness, to be one with each other in the 
silent unspoken memories?’’ Having known 
the Griffin family for many years, I know Jen-
nifer and James’ will have a lifetime of wed-
ded joy ahead of them. I can only hope that 
their marriage is as long lasting and full of 
love as that of James’ parents, Danielle and 
Jeff Griffin. 

Madam Speaker, we should all be jealous of 
newlyweds like Jennifer and Jeff. Their lifelong 
journey began with the first step of a marriage 
ceremony, and they have yet to see the ups 
and downs and joys and sorrows that come 
with every union of man and woman. Their 
commitment to each other is one to be cele-
brated and commended and one in which I 
offer my congratulations and wish them well 
as they begin their new life together. 

f 

OPERATION IRAQI HEALING 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I wish to recognize the non-govern-
mental organization Severus Worldwide and 
the work they are doing on behalf of the 
health and well-being of the Iraqi people 
through their project, ‘‘Operation Iraqi Heal-
ing.’’ 

Prior to the fall of Saddam Hussein’s re-
gime, Iraqi citizens suffered from a humani-
tarian crisis perpetrated by a totalitarian dicta-
torship focused on preserving power rather 
than providing for the citizenry. Following the 
liberation of Iraq, remnants of that broken sys-
tem and the emergence of destabilizing vio-
lence created a scenario where the Iraqi peo-
ple are in dire need of medical supplies and 
medical facilities to support a healthy nation. 

While the American military and our coali-
tion partners have worked hard to help build 
an infrastructure in the face of ongoing vio-
lence, our efforts have been impeded by an 
enemy that targets Iraqi infrastructure and an 
Iraqi medical community that has not been 
fully engaged. Thankfully, private organiza-
tions are stepping up and providing invaluable 
assistance. 

Severus Worldwide’s ‘‘Operation Iraqi Heal-
ing’’ brings together Iraqi physicians and med-

ical personnel along with civil affairs officers 
from both the U.S. Army and U.S. Marine 
Corps to provide the necessary funding and 
infrastructure to build, staff, and equip hos-
pitals and clinics to serve the people of Iraq. 
This type of comprehensive strategy is need-
ed, and I am grateful for Severus Worldwide’s 
tremendous efforts on behalf of the Iraqi peo-
ple. 

The time to act is now. The success that 
can be achieved by strengthening the 
healthcare system of Iraq is two-fold. The peo-
ple of Iraq will have the tools and resources to 
treat the sick and wounded. But, just as impor-
tant, the stability that a strong and growing in-
frastructure can bring to this nation will be in-
valuable in helping the young democracy of 
Iraq flourish. The men and women of Severus 
Worldwide and the numerous other private 
and public organizations that have continued 
to contribute to a stable Iraq should be com-
mended for their compassion. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE 
MODERN STATE OF ISRAEL 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of the contribution of the 
State of Israel as it celebrates its 60th anniver-
sary as a vibrant and open democratic society. 

Madam Speaker, my colleagues have al-
ready gone into detail about the accomplish-
ments of the State of Israel, and how Israel 
has gone through an astonishing evolution 
since 1948. I echo many of their remarks. 

I had the great privilege to live and work in 
Israel in the mid-1960s and celebrated Israel’s 
22nd anniversary by taking part in a 3-day 
walk from the shores of Tel Aviv to the hills of 
Jerusalem. Now I marvel with every visit at the 
extraordinary changes that have taken place. 

With every visit to Israel and each article I 
read about events on the ground, I am re-
minded of the enormous complexities and 
challenges Israel faces—internal as well as 
external. So we must ask ourselves, what will 
the future bring for Israel? How can Israel rec-
oncile the great contradictions that its victories 
from the 1967 war delivered and address the 
occupation of Palestinian territories that now 
threatens Israel’s very existence as a demo-
cratic state with a Jewish majority? 

Israel has sought peace with its neighbors 
and made some progress toward peace with 
neighboring Arab states. Today, with Gaza 
controlled by HAMAS and the West Bank by 
the Palestinian Authority, Israel still lacks a 
real partner for peace. However, this does not 
mean efforts for peace should not continue. 
. . . and this does not mean that the United 
States should not play an active leadership 
role in the region. 

We must continue our strong support for 
Israel’s very right to exist while continuing to 
bring life to the peace process between Israel 
and its neighbors. Our assistance must be a 
sustained diplomatic effort, on the ground in 
both Israel and the territories, so we can maxi-
mize every effort for dialogue and concrete 
negotiations. 
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Addressing these concerns will not be easy, 

but I remain hopeful that Israel, her neighbors, 
and the U.S. can get the peace process back 
on track and that Israel will continue to thrive 
as a vibrant and open democratic society. 

I join my colleagues in recognizing Israel’s 
60th Anniversary. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. DEVONG 
PECK 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. Castle. Madam Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to recognize Mr. 
DeVong Peck, who was nominated to be the 
2008 Delaware Boys & Girls Club Youth of the 
Year. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of America and the 
Reader’s Digest have nationally sponsored the 
Youth of the Year program since 1947. The 
goal of Youth of the Year has been to recog-
nize outstanding members of the Boys & Girls 
Club and their contributions to their club, com-
munity, school, and family. More than 32,000 
youth are served by the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Delaware. 

Twelve students were nominated for the 
honor of Youth of the Year through an inten-
sive local and state level selection process, in-
cluding the nominees’ personal contribution to 
home and family, community, school and their 
Boys & Girls Club. The nominees had to pre-
pare two essays explaining why post-high 
school education is important and what the 
club means to them. Additionally, students had 
to prepare a 3–5 minute speech and have an 
interview session with a panel of judges. The 
candidates attended the Youth of the Year 
Summit, where they received professional 
guidance regarding public speaking, writing, 
and interviewing skills. 

After winning the local Youth of the Year 
award, DeVong moved onto the state level 
competition, where he refined his essay and 
prepared for the next round of interviews. 
DeVong was a highly qualified candidate for 
the Youth of the Year 2008. He won the Gov-
ernor’s Youth Volunteer Service Award, the 
Robert Taylor Character and Leadership 
Award, and the Dover High School Superstar 
Award. At the Welsey College Boys & Girls 
Club, DeVong is a member of the Keystone 
Club and an active volunteer with numerous 
other organizations. 

Once again, I would like to commend 
DeVong Peck for being nominated as the 
Boys & Girls Club of Delaware’s Youth of the 
Year. 

f 

JOINT SESSION ADDRESS BY IRISH 
TAOISEACH BERTIE AHERN 

HON. JAMES T. WALSH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I was deeply honored to accompany my good 

friend and partner in peace Bertie Ahern be-
fore one of his last and most prestigious offi-
cial engagements, less than a week before he 
stands down from office. 

Taoiseach Ahern is one of the finest public 
servants I have ever known. For more than 30 
years he has served his community and the 
people of Ireland valiantly and with a pre-
vailing sense of civic duty. Bertie Ahern’s per-
sistence led to the signing of the Good Friday 
Accord, the St. Andrews Agreement and more 
than a decade of prosperity for Ireland. I be-
lieve that will be the hallmark of his legacy: 
commitment to peace, prosperity and 
progress. 

As a fellow elected official who will also be 
transitioning back into private life, I wish him 
and his family well in whatever future endeav-
ors they choose to undertake. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE INAU-
GURAL FLIGHT OF EMERALD 
COAST HONOR FLIGHT 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, it 
is a great honor for me to rise today to recog-
nize the Inaugural Mission of Emerald Coast 
Honor Flight on April 30, 2008. The organiza-
tion’s efforts serve as a much-deserved tribute 
to our Nation’s veterans. 

Emerald Coast Honor Flight was established 
as a regional program in my district in North-
west Florida to fly World War II veterans to 
Washington, DC, for one day and give them a 
chance to see the memorials specifically dedi-
cated to the conflicts in which they bravely 
served. The organization is privately funded, 
and with the support of individuals and busi-
nesses alike, the trip is made at absolutely no 
cost to the veteran. 

The Emerald Coast is well-known for its un-
wavering support for our men and women in 
uniform in both current and past conflicts. With 
a strong military presence and nearly 110,000 
veterans, there is a tremendous appreciation 
in the area for those who put their lives on the 
line to defend liberty. It is therefore of little sur-
prise to me that people throughout Florida’s 
First Congressional District came together so 
willingly and eagerly to make this day a reality. 
For many of our veterans, especially World 
War II veterans who have waited so long for 
a memorial, this will be a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity. The Greatest Generation made our 
world a better place because they fought for 
what was right, and it is right for us to show 
them our gratitude at every opportunity. 

Our men and women in uniform have al-
ways stood ready to defend liberty, and for 
that we owe them an eternal debt of gratitude. 
I am deeply moved by Emerald Coast Honor 
Flight’s efforts to convey to these veterans the 
knowledge that their service will be long re-
membered and appreciated. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I would like to recognize the 
efforts of all who worked toward making this 
inaugural flight possible. The goal of Emerald 
Coast Honor Flight is noble and commend-

able, and I look forward to many more flights 
being made by this organization. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DANE 
BRITTON 

HON. JERRY MORAN 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of a man who posi-
tively influenced the future of central Kansas 
and in the process touched the lives of thou-
sands of his fellow citizens. 

It is a privilege for me to pay tribute to the 
life of Mr. Dane Britton of Ellsworth, Kansas. 

As Kansans, we are dutifully aware of our 
State motto, Ad Astra Per Aspera, which 
translates, ‘‘To the Stars Through Difficulties.’’ 
Dane lived this theme with passion. 

In 1975, at only 23 years of age, Dane was 
named Police Officer of the Year for Houston, 
Texas. Five years later, Dane returned home 
to Ellsworth to serve as president and chief 
executive officer of Citizens State Bank—rep-
resenting the third generation of his family’s 
leadership at the bank. At the same time, 
Dane stepped forward as a civic leader in his 
hometown. He was instrumental in securing 
construction and expansion of the Ellsworth 
Correctional Facility. His efforts helped bring 
Cashco, a manufacturing firm, to the commu-
nity and helped prevent closure of the Inde-
pendent Salt Company in Kanopolis, Kansas. 
Dane also provided leadership for construction 
of the local Performing Arts Center and the 
Ellsworth Fire Station. As a member of the 
Ellsworth City Council, Dane led an effort to 
establish 911 emergency services to the com-
munity. He also served as chairman of the 
board for Smoky Hills Public Television. 

In 1988, Dane was appointed Director of 
Security and Drug Enforcement for the U.S. 
Department of the Interior. In that role, he 
oversaw law enforcement responsibilities for 
all interior department lands—including two 
presidential emergency centers. In 1992, Dane 
was selected as one of two Eisenhower Fel-
lows and in so doing became the first Kansan 
ever chosen for this honor. 

Later, Dane moved to Salina, Kansas, 
where he worked as a stock broker and again 
established a leadership presence in the com-
munity. Dane was elected chairman of the Sa-
lina Planning Commission and served on the 
Salina Community Theater Board of Directors. 

Dane touched the lives of many people. His 
civic leadership was marked by strategic think-
ing, passion and a willingness to work to make 
certain that good things happen. 

‘‘What he did for Ellsworth was incredible,’’ 
said Nick Slechta, director of the Ellsworth 
Chamber of Commerce and a longtime friend 
of Dane’s. ‘‘He was very proficient in every-
thing he did. He put so much gusto into every 
part of his work.’’ I can think of no finer tribute. 

Dane’s dedication to his community, the 
State of Kansas and our country was excep-
tional. I join Dane’s many friends and admirers 
in extending my deepest sympathies to his 
family during their time of loss. 
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HONORING TEXAS DEPARTMENT 

OF PUBLIC SAFETY TROOPER 
LARRY BUXTON FOR RECEIVING 
A PURPLE HEART 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the bravery of Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety Trooper Larry Buxton. 
Mr. Buxton, who is stationed in Denton, 
Texas, in Texas’ 26th District, is a recent re-
cipient of the department’s Purple Heart 
Award. 

Trooper Buxton suffered life-threatening in-
juries April 6, 2007, at a roadside park in Den-
ton County after he pulled over a suspected 
drunken driver. While performing routine 
checks he was injured when a car driven by 
another suspected drunken driver veered off 
the highway into the park. Despite his severe 
injuries, Buxton managed to check on the con-
dition of the drivers while also calling for help. 

Trooper Buxton has been with the Texas 
Department of Public Safety for 13 years, and 
has since returned to duty. The Purple Heart 
Award which he was justly awarded honors 
the sacrifices of troopers while performing 
their duties. The Texas Department of Public 
Safety provides public safety services to the 
people of the State of Texas. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor that 
I rise today to recognize a dedicated public 
servant. Trooper Larry Buxton is a fine exam-
ple of what the Texas Department of Public 
Safety requires in an officer and is truly de-
serving of the Purple Heart Award. I am glad 
to know that the 26th District of Texas has the 
best of the best protecting its citizens and am 
truly grateful for the commitments and sac-
rifices Larry Buxton has made to protect his 
community. It is an honor to represent him in 
the United States House of Representatives. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. MELANIE 
STALLWORTH 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
Ms. Melanie Stallworth, who was nominated to 
be the 2008 Delaware Boys & Girls Club 
Youth of the Year and awarded the Future 
Leaders Award. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of America and the 
Reader’s Digest have nationally sponsored the 
Youth of the Year program since 1947. The 
goal of Youth of the Year has been to recog-
nize outstanding members of the Boys & Girls 
Club and their contributions to their Club, com-
munity, school, and family. More than 32,000 
youth are served by the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Delaware. 

Twelve students were nominated for the 
honor of Youth of the Year through an inten-
sive local and state level selection process, in-
cluding the nominees’ personal contribution to 
home and family, community, school and their 
Boys & Girls Club. The nominees had to pre-
pare two essays explaining why post-high 

school education is important and what the 
Club means to them. Additionally, students 
had to prepare a 3–5 minute speech and have 
an interview session with a panel of judges. 
The candidates attended the Youth of the 
Year Summit, where they received profes-
sional guidance regarding public speaking, 
writing, and interviewing skills. 

After winning the Local Youth of the Year 
award, Melanie moved onto the state level 
competition, where she refined her essay and 
prepared for the next round of interviews. 
Melanie was an extremely qualified candidate 
for the Youth of the Year 2008. Melanie ac-
tively volunteered through her club with Habi-
tat for Humanity. Melanie serves as a mentor 
to younger members and she is a member of 
Torch Club, Caesar Rodney High School Kick 
Butts anti-smoking club, and the Spanish 
Club. Melanie’s activism did not go unnoticed, 
and she was awarded the Future Leaders 
Award. 

Once again, I would like to commend 
Melanie Stallworth for being nominated as the 
Boys & Girls Club of Delaware’s Youth of the 
Year and winning the Future Leaders Award. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ROGER HALL 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor my dear friend Roger Hall, the Direc-
tor of the Boulder City Parks and Recreation 
Department for his outstanding achievements 
throughout the Boulder City community. 

Roger was born in Arlington, Virginia in 
1952 when his parents were in the military 
working at the Pentagon. His father was in the 
Air Force, which required his family to travel. 
Roger attended various schools in Japan and 
Germany, where he graduated from Munich 
American High School in 1971. In high school, 
he was the captain of both the football and 
basketball teams, and was an All-Conference 
soccer player. He received an Associates of 
Arts Degree from the University of Maryland 
Campus in Germany, and Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Recreation Administration from the 
University of Northern Colorado in Greely. In 
college, Roger was the starting point guard on 
the University of Maryland Basketball Team in 
which he graced the cover of a recent Boulder 
City local newspaper decked out in a short 
70’s inspired uniform complete with long flow-
ing hair and a matching headband. At this 
time he was a player and coach for their foot-
ball team, and was an avid soccer player. 
Upon graduation, Roger worked at the Air 
Force Academy for the summer, before mov-
ing to Boulder City, Nevada. 

While working in Boulder City, Roger estab-
lished the soccer program, and was the first 
Pool Manager of Boulder City Pool and 
Racquetball Complex which was built in 1980. 
In 1984, Roger was promoted to the Director 
for the Boulder City Parks and Recreation De-
partment, which he has proudly held for 23 
years. In addition to his professional duties, 
Roger is very active within the Boulder City 
community. He has served as President of the 
Boulder City Rotary Club and has been a 
member for the past 16 years. In his free time 
Roger is a true outdoorsman, and an avid 
hunter. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor the 
accomplishments of Roger Hall. He is a pas-
sionate and dedicated, civic-minded, individual 
and an integral force within the community. I 
congratulate Roger, his wife Tracey, his four 
children, and two grandchildren for his con-
tributions to the people of Boulder City. 

f 

HOUSE ESTABLISHING A LETTER 
CARRIERS APPRECIATION DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 29, 2008 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H. Res. 49, which expresses the sense 
of the House of Representatives that there 
should be established a National Letter Car-
riers Appreciation Day. 

In 1775, Members of the Second Conti-
nental Congress established the Post Office 
Department, the predecessor of the Postal 
Service and the second oldest Federal depart-
ment or agency in the United States. For the 
past two centuries, the United States Postal 
Service has evolved and changed as the 
United States has grown. Today, the Postal 
Service delivers hundreds of millions of mes-
sages each day to more than 141 million 
homes and businesses. Behind the delivery of 
each of these letters is the hard work and 
dedication of a letter carrier. 

Letter carriers deliver more than 43 tons of 
mail per year, which averages out to about 
2,300 letters, cards, and circulars per carrier 
per day. Six days a week, rain or shine, hurri-
cane or blizzard, our Nation’s 705,000 carrier 
letter carriers and 98,000 non-carrier employ-
ees faithfully contribute to our economic 
strength and vitality through their timely and 
efficient delivery of mail. 

I have spent hours walking mail routes with 
the letter carriers in New Jersey. I have seen 
first hand how dedicated postal employees are 
to ensuring the timely and safe delivery of mail 
and tying together our local communities. 
These letter carriers should be applauded for 
their service to all Americans. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support H. 
Res. 49 and acknowledge the hard work and 
dedication of the letter carriers in your con-
gressional district. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. BRIAN 
ROSARIO 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
Mr. Brian Rosario, who was nominated to be 
the 2008 Delaware Boys & Girls Club Youth of 
the Year. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of America and the 
Reader’s Digest have nationally sponsored the 
Youth of the Year program since 1947. The 
goal of Youth of the Year has been to recog-
nize outstanding members of the Boys & Girls 
Club and their contributions to their Club, com-
munity, school, and family. More than 32,000 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 05:49 May 01, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K30AP8.001 E30APPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E777 April 30, 2008 
youth are served by the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Delaware. 

Twelve students were nominated for the 
honor of Youth of the Year through an inten-
sive local and State level selection process, 
including the nominees’ personal contribution 
to home and family, community, school and 
their Boys & Girls Club. The nominees had to 
prepare two essays explaining why post-high 
school education is important and what the 
Club means to them. Additionally, students 
had to prepare a 3–5-minute speech and have 
an interview session with a panel of judges. 
The candidates attended the Youth of the 
Year Summit, where they received profes-
sional guidance regarding public speaking, 
writing, and interviewing skills. 

After winning the Local Youth of the Year 
Award, Brian moved onto the State level com-
petition, where he refined his essay and pre-
pared for the next round of interviews. Brian 
was an extremely qualified candidate for the 
Youth of the Year 2008. As a member of the 
Appoquinimink Boys & Girls Club, Brian 
learned communication skills and how one can 
better service his community. Besides volun-
teering and participating in the Boys & Girls 
Club, Brian is a member of the Japanese and 
Art Clubs, Middletown High School Track 
Team, and performed in his school’s plays 
and musicals. 

Once again, I would like to commend Brian 
Rosario for being nominated as the Boys & 
Girls Club of Delaware’s Youth of the Year. 

f 

CELEBRATING DON BROWN’S 
LEADERSHIP IN YOUNG LIFE 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Don Brown for his contribu-
tion to the Young Life organization. Following 
many years of passionate, devoted service to 
the high school students of North Texas, Mr. 
Brown is retiring. 

Don Brown served as a volunteer for Young 
Life for seven years prior to taking over as di-
rector of the Lewisville/Flower Mound area 
branch of the organization. Whereas the 
standard tenure for a leader is five years, Don 
served as the local director for 30 outstanding 
years. 

Young Life is a non-denominational Chris-
tian youth outreach ministry for high school 
students. In 1938, youth leader Jim Rayburn 
started a weekly Christian club in Gainesville, 
Texas; by 1941, it had evolved into a motiva-
tional and inspirational group called Young 
Life. The goal of the organization is to intro-
duce young people to Jesus Christ and to help 
them grow in their faith. This occurs by cre-
ating an atmosphere in which caring adults 
can build genuine friendships and a connec-
tion of faith with the young group members. 
Young Life depends on the relationships be-
tween the leaders and the students to create 
a strong fellowship within the group, and there 
is no better example of a successful and de-
voted Young Life leader than Don Brown. 

Mr. Brown facilitates the Young Life assem-
blies, during which attendees watch skits, sing 
songs, and learn about Christ. Don also 
serves as a confidante, mentor and friend to 

the students, proving time and again that he is 
a reliable source of information, advice, and 
compassion for those interested in learning. 

I extend my sincerest congratulations to Mr. 
Brown on his retirement and commend his 
dedication and desire to serve the Young Life 
community. It is an honor to represent such a 
selfless and civic-minded individual in the 26th 
District of Texas. I know his commitment to 
the youth of North Texas will inspire others to 
follow his lead. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE TRUST IN 
RELIABLE UNDERSTANDING OF 
CONSUMER COSTS ACT (TRUCC 
ACT) TO RESTORE FAIRNESS 
FOR SMALL AND INDEPENDENT 
TRUCKERS 

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, today I am in-
troducing legislation that would require that 
fuel surcharges collected by a motor carrier, 
broker or freight forwarder be passed through 
to the person responsible for bearing the cost 
of the fuel. This is similar to legislation intro-
duced in the Senate by Senators OLYMPIA 
SNOWE and SHERROD BROWN. 

I am introducing this bill in response to com-
ments I have heard from independent truckers 
and small trucking companies in my district 
and the State of Wisconsin. They tell me that 
there are occasions where they must pay for 
the cost of fuel but the broker or carrier they 
are working with is not passing on to them fuel 
charges that are being billed to the shipper. 

In normal circumstances, this seems pat-
ently unfair, but in this day of $4.00-plus per 
gallon diesel fuel, it is unconscionable that a 
fuel surcharge is being assessed but not 
passed on to the one actually paying the fuel 
bill. I have been told by one of my constituents 
who is an independent trucker who will be ap-
pearing in bankruptcy court next month that 
this inequity contributed to his financial prob-
lems. It is not right and it should be corrected. 

Diesel is now the largest operating expense 
that truckers are facing. According to the 
American Trucking Associations, it is expected 
that the annual diesel bill for the trucking in-
dustry will increase by more than $22 billion in 
2008—from $112 billion in 2007 to $135 billion 
this year. 

The trucking industry is primarily small busi-
nesses and we have 325,000 independent 
owner-operators that collectively operate 
525,000 trucks in the United States. They are 
crucial to our economic vitality in delivering 
goods across the country, but are facing ever- 
increasing challenges in terms of regulation 
and costs. The TRUCC Act is the least we 
can do to send the message and be clear that 
they should not be disadvantaged from the 
payments they deserve. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained yesterday during the roll-

call votes for the following three bills consid-
ered under suspension: H. Res. 1079, Sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Financial Lit-
eracy Month 2008; HR 4332, Financial Con-
sumer Hotline Act of 2007; S. 2739, Consoli-
dated Natural Resources Act of 2008. 

Had I been present, I would have voted: 
‘‘Yes’’ on rollcall vote 224 (H. Res. 1079, Sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Financial Lit-
eracy Month 2008); ‘‘Yes’’ on rollcall vote 225 
(H.R. 4332, Financial Consumer Hotline Act of 
2007); ‘‘Yes’’ on rollcall vote 226 (S. 2739, 
Consolidated Natural Resources Act of 2008). 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JEREL 
BREECE 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
Mr. Jerel Breece, who was nominated to be 
the 2008 Delaware Boys & Girls Club Youth of 
the Year. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of America and the 
Reader’s Digest have nationally sponsored the 
Youth of the Year program since 1947. The 
goal of Youth of the Year has been to recog-
nize outstanding members of the Boys & Girls 
Club and their contributions to their Club, com-
munity, school, and family. More than 32,000 
youth are served by the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Delaware. 

Twelve students were nominated for the 
honor of Youth of the Year through an inten-
sive local and state level selection process, in-
cluding the nominees’ personal contribution to 
home and family, community, school and their 
Boys & Girls Club. The nominees had to pre-
pare two essays explaining why post-high 
school education is important and what the 
Club means to them. Additionally, students 
had to prepare a 3–5 minute speech and have 
an interview session with a panel of judges. 
The candidates attended the Youth of the 
Year Summit, where they received profes-
sional guidance regarding public speaking, 
writing, and interviewing skills. 

After winning the local Youth of the Year 
award, Jerel moved on to the state level com-
petition, where he refined his essay and pre-
pared for the next round of interviews. Jerel 
was an extremely qualified candidate for the 
Youth of the Year 2008. Jerel is a member of 
Claymont Boys & Girls Club Keystone Club, 
Brandywine High School track team, and par-
ticipates in Claymont Community Center’s 
Green Day. Jerel was also selected as 
Claymont Boys & Girls Club’s representative 
at the Northeast Regional Keystone Con-
ference. 

Once again, I would like to commend Jerel 
Breece for being nominated as the Boys & 
Girls Club of Delaware’s Youth of the Year. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE NATIONAL 
INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the National Institutes of 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 05:49 May 01, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A30AP8.024 E30APPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE778 April 30, 2008 
Health (NIH) and the important research it is 
doing. There are few investments the Federal 
Government makes that regularly pay divi-
dends to the American taxpayer. The National 
Institutes of Health, the lead government 
agency tasked with preventing and curing dis-
eases and disorders, is one such investment. 
NIH conducts biomedical research at its Mary-
land campus and also supports biomedical re-
search at medical centers, independent re-
search laboratories and colleges and univer-
sities across our country. I would like to high-
light one example of research that NIH is sup-
porting to improve our constituents’ overall 
health and well-being through the Eunice Ken-
nedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development (NICHD). 

Premature birth is a major public health pri-
ority for the United States and a major re-
search priority for the NICHD. In 2003, one 
out of every eight infants was born pre-
mature—resulting in more than $18 billion in 
hospital expenditures. Premature infants are at 
high risk for a variety of disorders, including 
mental retardation, cerebral palsy, and vision 
impairment. 

The primary goal of prematurity research is 
to find a way to prevent births from occurring 
before an infant is strong enough to survive 
outside of the womb. Because women who 
have one premature birth are considered to be 
at high risk for another premature birth, 
NICHD investigators have focused their atten-
tion on trying to prevent premature birth 
among these high-risk women. Researchers in 
an NICHD funded Maternal-Fetal Medicine 
Network set out to test the use of a specific 
type of progesterone called 17P that the body 
makes to support pregnancy. The results were 
remarkable—for women who have a history of 
premature delivery that are carrying one baby, 
injections of 17P reduced premature birth by 
one-third. The results of this research are cur-
rently being translated into real world results 
as obstetricians across the country are putting 
them into practice with their patients. This re-
search is a clear and important step towards 
achieving our goal of bringing healthy babies 
into the world. 

This is just one example of how the re-
search funded with taxpayer dollars at the NIH 
is improving the health and well-being of all 
Americans. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO 2008 NATIONAL 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR MIKE 
GEISEN 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam Speaker, it 
is my privilege to rise today to recognize the 
2008 National Teacher of the Year, Mr. Mike 
Geisen, whom I am proud to represent in Con-
gress. I want to take the opportunity to draw 
the attention of our colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives and our Na-
tion’s citizens to the tremendous contributions 
Mike has made to his students, the State of 
Oregon, and the profession of teaching. This 
morning, I have the great privilege to join Mike 
at the White House where the President will 
acknowledge his outstanding achievement. 

Mike and his wife, Jennifer, have two chil-
dren, Johanna and Aspen, and together they 

make their home in beautiful Crook County, 
Oregon. Mike is a native of Washington State 
and made his way to Oregon’s Second Con-
gressional District by way of a job with the 
United States Forest Service, which took him 
to Grants Pass, Oregon. Fortunately for Or-
egon’s students, Mike decided to translate his 
love of nature and desire to give into a career 
as a science teacher. After working as a stu-
dent teacher at Crook County Middle School 
in Prineville, Oregon, he was hired as a sev-
enth grade science teacher and has made a 
tremendously positive impact there for the 
past 7 years. It is remarkable that someone 
who began teaching such a short time ago 
could rise so rapidly to an honor such as the 
National Teacher of the Year. 

The Crook County School District is located 
in Central Oregon and includes all of Crook 
County and much of southeast Deschutes 
County, an area totaling approximately 3,000 
square miles—the size of Rhode Island and 
Delaware combined. It is a rural district with its 
main offices located in Prineville, the oldest 
town in central Oregon. The school district 
itself has 3,200 students and Crook County 
Middle School, where Mike teaches, has 700 
students. 

Mike is known for his extraordinary dedica-
tion and creative ways of engaging his stu-
dents. For example, he and his students 
turned the dead grass, weeds and peeling 
paint of their school’s courtyard into an out-
door learning lab. This ‘‘naturescape’’ is an 
area that students maintain and use to con-
duct experiments. He makes use of every re-
source available to him to engage his students 
and inspire them to learn. He is known for de-
signing fun review games, performing dem-
onstrations, helping students get involved with 
hands-on labs, acting out scientific principles, 
and even bringing his guitar to school and 
singing songs about the lesson at hand, such 
as gravity, atoms, and ‘‘The Bacteria Blues.’’ 
Mike’s dedication to his students goes beyond 
just his science classroom curriculum; he 
fundraised to have a climbing wall installed at 
the school for the students. Mike’s philosophy, 
in his own words: ‘‘Teaching just doesn’t hap-
pen inside the classroom, it happens all over 
the community.’’ 

As chair of the science department at Crook 
County Middle School, Mike helps create as-
sessments and design curriculum, and has 
earned the high respect of his colleagues. 
Mike’s passion for teaching and engaging les-
sons makes learning fun for students and has 
led to increased test scores. Prior to Mike be-
coming science department chair, the school 
had reached a plateau, with 55 percent of stu-
dents meeting the State’s science benchmark. 
During his first 2 years as department chair, 
scores jumped from an average of 55 percent 
to 72 percent, meeting the State science 
benchmark. Mike’s formula for success is put-
ting a bit of himself, a bit of Prineville, and a 
good dose of humor and creativity into each 
activity, project, and assignment. 

The National Teacher of the Year must 
serve as an inspiration to students of all back-
grounds and abilities to learn, have the re-
spect and admiration of students, parents, and 
colleagues, play an active and positive role in 
the community as well as in the school, and 
be poised, articulate, and possess the energy 
to withstand a taxing schedule. Recipients of 
this rare honor are knowledgeable and skilled. 
Above all, they are exceptionally dedicated. 

Mike Geisen certainly exceeds each of these 
characteristics. 

The National Teacher of the Year award is 
obviously a tremendous honor, and I couldn’t 
be more pleased that Mike has achieved this 
top status in our country. While he will surely 
be missed at Crook County Middle School 
during his year of national service as a 
spokesman for the teaching profession, Or-
egon’s temporary loss of Mike in the class-
room will be a significant gain for the United 
States as a whole. As the first Oregon teacher 
to be awarded this prestigious honor since 
1973, I know that when Mike returns home to 
Prineville, he will bring a host of new experi-
ences and ideas to share with his colleagues 
and students and will continue to excel and 
make learning fun for generations of Orego-
nians to come. 

Please join me in congratulating Mike 
Geisen for being chosen as the 2008 National 
Teacher of the Year and in thanking him for 
his deep commitment to educating our chil-
dren. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. 
BRITTANY CUPERY 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
Ms. Brittany Cupery, who was nominated to 
be the 2008 Delaware Boys & Girls Club 
Youth of the Year. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of America and the 
Reader’s Digest have nationally sponsored the 
Youth of the Year program since 1947. The 
goal of Youth of the Year has been to recog-
nize outstanding members of the Boys & Girls 
Club and their contributions to their club, com-
munity, school, and family. More than 32,000 
youth are served by the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Delaware. 

Twelve students were nominated for the 
honor of Youth of the Year through an inten-
sive local and state level selection process, in-
cluding the nominees’ personal contribution to 
home and family, community, school and their 
Boys & Girls Club. The nominees had to pre-
pare two essays explaining why post-high 
school education is important and what the 
club means to them. Additionally, students had 
to prepare a 3–5 minute speech and have an 
interview session with a panel of judges. The 
candidates attended the Youth of the Year 
Summit, where they received professional 
guidance regarding public speaking, writing, 
and interviewing skills. 

After winning the Local Youth of the Year 
award, Brittany moved onto the state level 
competition, where she refined her essay and 
prepared for the next round of interviews. Brit-
tany was a highly qualified candidate for the 
Youth of the Year 2008. She volunteers daily 
at the Oak Orchard Boys & Girls Club where 
she is a mentor and big sister to many of the 
members. She also actively participates at her 
local volunteer fire company house. 

Once again, I would like to commend Brit-
tany Cupery for being nominated as the Boys 
& Girls Club of Delaware’s Youth of the Year. 
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HONORING THE LOUISIANA 

HONORAIR VETERANS 

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR. 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor a very special 
group from South Louisiana. 

On May 3, 2008 a group of 96 veterans and 
their guardians will fly to Washington with a 
very special program. Louisiana HonorAir is 
providing the opportunity for these veterans 
from my home state of Louisiana to visit 
Washington, DC on a chartered flight free of 
charge. During their visit, they will visit Arling-
ton National Cemetery and the World War II 
Memorial. For many, this will be their first and 
only opportunity to see these sights dedicated 
to the great service they have provided for our 
nation. 

Today I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring these great Americans and thanking 
them for their unselfish service. 

f 

HONORING JOSE DE ARMAS Y 
CARDENAS 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to posthumously 
honor Jose de Armas y Cardenas, a promi-
nent Cuban journalist who wrote under the 
pseudonym Justo de Lara. 

From the time of his birth in 1866 in Guana-
bacoa, Cuba, Mr. de Armas y Cardenas was 
taught the fundamentals of journalism and lit-
erature by his parents Jose de Armas y 
Cespedes, the editor of La Nación newspaper 
and his mother Fermina de Cardenas, a noted 
feminist, who founded and was the editor of 
the Pink Pages newspaper. 

After being educated as a lawyer Mr. de 
Armas y Cardenas began his remarkable and 
prolific journalistic career at his father’s news-
paper, La Nación. He then went on to found 
El Peregrino magazine in Madrid, Spain, and 
La Avispa magazine in Havana and New York. 
He also served as a journalist for The New 
York Sun and New York Herald newspapers. 
While working for The Sun during Cuban War 
of Independence and later during the Spanish- 
American War he became an official translator 
of conversations between Cuban General 
Calixto Garcia and U.S. Lt. Colonel Theodore 
Roosevelt. 

But his career as a journalist was not 
enough to satisfy Mr. de Armas y Cardenas’ 
intellectual curiosity. Mr. de Armas y Cardenas 
was fluent in Spanish, Italian, French and 
English. He also became a distinguished Cer-
vantes scholar and in 1916 was the only 
Spanish-speaking person to be named by the 
Government of the United Kingdom to be a 
member of a commission responsible for the 
celebration of the life and work of William 
Shakespeare. 

Although Mr. de Armas y Cardenas passed 
away in 1919 he continues to posthumously 
serve as an example to all true journalists 
throughout the world. So much so that the 

Florida House of Representatives recently 
honored Mr. de Armas y Cardenas by desig-
nating March 28, 2008 as ‘‘Spanish Language 
Journalism Day in Honor of Justo de Lara.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to join my fel-
low Floridians in honoring Mr. de Armas y 
Cardenas for being an exemplary model for 
journalists of calling everywhere. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to speak on a resolution that was 
passed in the House on April 14, 2008. H. 
Res. 994 expresses support for designation of 
a National Glanzmann’s Thrombasthenia 
Awareness Day. 

Glanzmann’s Thrombasthenia is an inher-
ited, rare bleeding disorder that affects many 
men, women and children. The disease can 
present symptoms in these patients ranging 
from minimal bleeding to life-threatening hem-
orrhages. This serious disease deserves care-
ful attention within the medical community and 
I am pleased this resolution brought attention 
to this issue. 

I was regrettably detained from casting my 
vote, but had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on the resolution. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF GO SKATE- 
BOARDING DAY, JUNE 21, 2008 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the International Association of 
Skateboarding Companies for their work pro-
moting increased participation and safety in 
skateboarding among children and adults 
alike. The association, and skaters across the 
country, will recognize and celebrate National 
Go Skateboarding Day on June 21, 2008. 

Skateboarding, a native sport of my home 
State of California, continues to attract new 
riders every day and has grown into a major 
domestic industry and employer. Today, we 
see the sport throughout our country. From 
major metropolitan cities to small heartland 
towns, we see skateboard shops and 
skateboard parks creating opportunities for 
outdoor recreation, at a time when the health 
and physical activity of our citizens is in crisis. 

This truly unique sport has grown up with 
our younger Americans, and has influenced 
untold aspects of our culture and society. 
While once thought of as a sport for the 
young, many of the top tier skateboarders are 
now older than many top tier athletes in more 
traditional sports, proving it is simply a sport 
for the young at heart. 

Anyone who has seen skateboarding in the 
media or watched a skateboarder perfect their 
trade knows that it is a sport of intense dis-
cipline. As is true with traditional sports, many 
skateboarders learn larger life lessons from 
the activity. Persistence, discipline, creativity, 
individuality, community, risk-taking skills, and 

accomplishing one’s goals are all important 
character traits that can carry over into real 
world success. 

Go Skateboarding Day will further promote 
this worthwhile sport. According to the asso-
ciation, ‘‘Go Skateboarding Day, an inter-
national event, began in 2004. Each year the 
holiday grows bigger and better than last. 
Skateboard parks, skateboard shops, cities 
and skateboarders plan events such as 
barbeques, fundraisers, contests, or simply 
took to the streets.’’ 

The work of the International Association of 
Skateboarding Companies has promoted 
skateboarding and encouraged young people 
to enjoy the outdoors and exercise while 
strengthening their coordination, focus, and 
cardiovascular health. Skateboarding builds 
confidence and self-esteem while promoting 
teamwork and group participation. As a rep-
resentative in Congress, one of my most im-
portant priorities is promoting and maintaining 
healthy living opportunities, and I thank the 
International Association of Skateboarding 
Companies for their efforts toward this impor-
tant goal. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in acknowl-
edgement and support of Go Skateboarding 
Day, this June 21st. 

f 

SAGEN BLACKWELL 

HON. BOB INGLIS 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. INGLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise to high-
light the accomplishments of Sagen Blackwell, 
a 15-year-old from Woodruff, South Carolina. 

In 2006, Sagen visited Walter Reed with her 
family and saw the sacrifices made by Amer-
ica’s heroic servicemembers. She felt called to 
service, so she started by sending care pack-
ages to Walter Reed. 

In April 2007, Sagen became President of 
the South Carolina Society of Children of the 
American Revolution. For her State project, 
she chose to raise funds for the Wounded 
Warrior Project. 

So far, Sagen has raised over $50,000 
through a variety of fundraising initiatives, in-
cluding the Carolinas Challenge Soldier Ride. 
She has touched the lives of over 500 fami-
lies. Sagen’s service is an example to us all. 

She shows us the difference that one per-
son can make, when we answer the call to 
service that we feel in our hearts. America’s 
future is bright in the hands of a generation of 
Sagens. 

f 

JICARILLA APACHE RESERVATION 
CONVEYANCE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 29, 2008 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, 
today the House will take one of the final 
steps in securing a long overdue resolution to 
a dispute between the Jicarilla Apache Nation 
and Rio Arriba County in the State of New 
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Mexico. After 20 years of negotiation and ef-
fort, I am pleased that the House is moving 
this bill forward. 

In September of 1988, a parcel of land for-
merly referred to as the Theis Ranch became 
part of the Jicarilla Nation Reservation. Since 
that land transfer, there has been continued 
dispute between the Jicarilla Nation and the 
County of Rio Arriba over the ownership of a 
particular road on this land. 

A lawsuit was filed in October of 1987 to de-
termine the ownership status of the disputed 
road. In the original lawsuit, Rio Arriba County 
sought to establish that the County acquired 
the disputed road by prescription and, there-
fore, that the County was the road’s rightful 
owner. However, the Jicarilla Nation con-
tended that the Nation owned the road be-
cause the road was, and continues to be, 
within the boundaries of the expanded 1988 
Jicarilla reservation. On December 10, 2001, 
the District Court found in favor of the Jicarilla 
Nation, determining that the disputed road tra-
versed the Jicarilla reservation in several loca-
tions. Rio Arriba County appealed the District 
Court decision, and the appeal is currently 
pending before the Court of Appeals of the 
State of New Mexico. 

In an effort to settle the road dispute ami-
cably, the Jicarilla Nation and Rio Arriba 
County entered into mediation, and the parties 
successfully reached a settlement. Represent-
atives of the Secretary of the Interior approved 
the settlement on June 18, 2003. The settle-
ment agreement, which would be implemented 
by this legislation, provides that the Jicarilla 
Nation will transfer approximately 70.5 acres 
of land located with the expanded 1988 
Jicarilla reservation to Rio Arriba County. In 
exchange for the Jicarilla Nation’s land con-
veyance, Rio Arriba County agreed to perma-
nently abandon any and all claims to the dis-
puted road. The settlement also provides that 
the terms of the agreement do not take effect 
until all parties complete their respective prom-
ises in the agreement and the United States, 
pursuant to federal law, approves of the con-
veyance of this particular Jicarilla trust land to 
Rio Arriba County. 

I commend both parties and the Secretary 
of the Interior for having already executed the 
terms agreed to within the settlement agree-
ment. All that stands between the parties to 
this dispute and long overdue resolution is 
Congressional approval. 

The legislation we are voting on today up-
holds Congress’ trust responsibility to the 
Jicarilla Nation by placing restrictive covenants 
on the trust land transferred to the County. As 
a result of the transferred land’s proximity to 
the reservation, certain uses of the transferred 
land would have a detrimental effect on the re-
maining reservation. Therefore, this legislation 
allows the County to use the land only for 
‘‘governmental purposes’’ and specifically pro-
hibits the County from using the land for pris-
ons, jails, or other incarcerated persons, and 
other purposes. 

In the 109th Congress, this bill received 
broad support and passed the House by voice 
vote. Unfortunately, the bill was then held up 
in the Senate, but the provisions that raised 
minor objections have been resolved and I ex-
pect bicameral support and passage of this 
long overdue legislation. 

The Jicarilla Nation and Rio Arriba County 
have done their part; they have found a fair 
solution. Today, the House will do its part. I 

urge my colleagues to support passage of this 
important legislation. Both the Nation and the 
County have waited years for this agreement 
to be implemented. 

f 

FINANCIAL LITERACY MONTH 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 29, 2008 

Mr. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of H.R. 1079, a resolution supporting 
the goals and ideals of Financial Literacy 
Month 2008. It is fitting that in April, the month 
that our taxes are due, we bring attention to 
the important issue of financial literacy. 

As citizens face their taxes this year, they 
have also been facing the burden of increased 
financial difficulties as foreclosure rates soar, 
health care and energy costs continue to rise, 
and substantial numbers of jobs are cut. Dur-
ing this time of economic strain, it is especially 
crucial that consumers become knowledgeable 
about their own financial situation and that we 
take steps to ensure our children receive prop-
er financial education to plan for their future. 

In my district, groups such as the Indianap-
olis Asset Building Campaign are working to 
increase financial literacy in the city, especially 
among moderate and low income individuals. 
The campaign was spearheaded by my grand-
mother, Representative Julia Carson, former 
Mayor Bart Peterson, Momentive, Purdue Co-
operative Extension, Indianapolis Neighbor-
hood Housing Partnership, the Boner Center, 
Junior Achievement, the Internal Revenue 
Service and the Annie E. Casey Foundation. 

It has been proactive in connecting tax-
payers with financial literacy information such 
as free preparation services, tax credit infor-
mation, the availability of low or no cost sav-
ings accounts and predatory lending. These 
kinds of efforts are critical to stem the cyclical 
debt low and moderate income individuals fre-
quently become trapped in. 

I want to thank Chairman FRANK for bringing 
light to this issue by holding a hearing in the 
Financial Services Committee and I want to 
also note Congressman HINOJOSA’s strong 
leadership in this issue and his dedication to 
educating consumers on the importance of 
debt management and asset building. 

We must continue working on this issue to 
help consumers become savvy on the com-
plex financial products we have in the market-
place today and prevent them from becoming 
dependent on credit or victims of predatory 
lending. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. BECERRA. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day, April 29, 2008, I was unable to cast my 
floor vote on rollcall vote 224. 

Had I been present for the votes, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye’’ for rollcall vote 224. 

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. REBEKAH 
STIEGLER 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
Ms. Rebekah Stiegler, who was nominated to 
be the 2008 Delaware Boys & Girls Club 
Youth of the Year. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of America and the 
Reader’s Digest have nationally sponsored the 
Youth of the Year program since 1947. The 
goal of Youth of the Year has been to recog-
nize outstanding members of the Boys & Girls 
Club and their contributions to their club, com-
munity, school, and family. More than 32,000 
youth are served by the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Delaware. 

Twelve students were nominated for the 
honor of Youth of the Year through an inten-
sive local and state level selection process, in-
cluding the nominees’ personal contribution to 
home and family, community, school and their 
Boys & Girls Club. The nominees had to pre-
pare two essays explaining why post-high 
school education is important and what the 
club means to them. Additionally, students had 
to prepare a 3–5 minute speech and have an 
interview session with a panel of judges. The 
candidates attended the Youth of the Year 
Summit, where they received professional 
guidance regarding public speaking, writing, 
and interviewing skills. 

After winning the local Youth of the Year 
award, Rebekah moved onto the state level 
competition, where she refined her essay and 
prepared for the next round of interviews. Re-
bekah was a highly qualified candidate for the 
Youth of the Year 2008. Rebekah actively par-
ticipates at her high school, as a band mem-
ber, Flag Team Captain, and Spanish Club 
member. At the awards ceremony, Rebekah 
was awarded with the Demonstrates Best 
Service to Club Award. 

Once again, I would like to commend Re-
bekah Stiegler for being nominated as the 
Boys & Girls Club of Delaware’s Youth of the 
Year and being awarded Demonstrates Best 
Service to Club Award. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DR. ROBERT O. 
COLLINS 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Dr. Robert Collins, es-
teemed author and expert on Africa’s Upper 
Nile Valley, particularly Sudan. 

Dr. Collins’ expertise in Sudan was a tre-
mendous asset to academia and policymakers 
alike. First traveling to Sudan in 1956, the 
year Sudan achieved independence from 
Great Britain, Dr. Collins spent literally dec-
ades traveling in and writing about Sudan and 
its many wars. I had the honor of knowing Dr. 
Collins and am deeply saddened by his death. 

Dr. Collins’ seminal works included Alms for 
Jihad, which he co-authored with J. Millard 
Burr. This critical analysis details the use of Is-
lamic charities to fund terrorist activity around 
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the world. It reaches back into history, particu-
larly into Sudan where much of the activities 
of fundamentalist Islamist groups found their 
origins, and traces them to the modern-day 
struggle against extremist forces around the 
world. We cannot understand the current war 
on tenor, which extends far beyond the terrible 
events of September 11, without examining 
this important book by Collins and Burr. 

I have attached Dr. Collins’ obituary printed 
in the Los Angeles Times. The loss of this 
bright mind will be felt acutely by all whose 
lives Dr. Collins touched with his scholarship. 
I extend my condolences to his family and 
friends. 
[From the Los Angeles Times, Apr. 25, 2008] 
ROBERT O. COLLINS, 75; UC SCHOLAR’S BIN 

LADEN BOOK WAS WITHDRAWN BY PUBLISHER 
(By Jocelyn Y. Stewart) 

In a career devoted to the study of Africa’s 
Upper Nile Valley, particularly Sudan, histo-
rian Robert O. Collins wrote books and arti-
cles that were considered required reading 
for scholars and students of Africa. 

The U.S. government sought his insight on 
the conflict in Darfur and on Osama bin 
Laden. Hollywood filmmakers asked his ad-
vice in depicting the region on screen. A 
former president of Sudan presented Collins 
with a distinguished award for scholarship. 

But when Collins and a colleague wrote the 
2006 book ‘‘Alms for Jihad: Charity and Ter-
rorism in the Islamic World,’’ the two histo-
rians found themselves in the middle of what 
the New York Times called an international 
cause celebre. 

To avoid a defamation lawsuit in British 
courts—where the burden of proof is on the 
defendant—the publisher of ‘‘Alms’’ apolo-
gized to a wealthy Saudi mentioned in the 
book, Sheikh Khalid bin Mahfouz, and paid a 
settlement. The publisher, Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, also destroyed all unsold cop-
ies of ‘‘Alms,’’ an act of pure heresy to Col-
lins and other scholars, 

Until his death from cancer in Santa Bar-
bara on April 11, the 75-year-old Collins 
maintained that he and J. Millard Burr had 
written a good book that deserved to exist. 
‘‘The Shaykh can burn the books in Britain, 
but he cannot prevent the recovery of the 
copyright by the authors nor their search for 
a U.S. publisher to reprint a new edition of 
‘Alms for Jihad,’ ’’ Collins said in an essay 
posted online at George Mason University’s 
History News Network. 

The ‘‘Alms’’ debacle was a rare incident in 
the life of the professor emeritus who was a 
preeminent scholar in his field. 

Robert Oakley Collins was born in Wau-
kegan, Ill., on April 1, 1933. His interest in 
Africa was ignited while browsing the library 
at Dartmouth University in the 1950s. 

He found the Africa area and he just be-
came enthralled,’’ said his daughter, Cath-
arine Collins Kristian. ‘‘At the time, it was 
an emerging area. All the colonial countries 
were either leaving or talking about grant-
ing independence.’’ 

Collins traveled to Sudan in 1956, the year 
the country gained independence. It was the 
first of many trips and the beginning of a 
lifelong relationship with the nation, 
Kristian said. 

After earning a bachelor’s degree from 
Dartmouth in 1954, Collins earned many 
other degrees in history: bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees from Oxford University’s 
Balliol College in 1956 and 1960, as well as a 
master’s degree and a doctorate from Yale 
University in 1958 and 1959. He was fluent in 
Arabic. 

Collins taught for brief periods at Williams 
College in Massachusetts and at Columbia 
University in New York before joining the 
faculty of UC Santa Barbara in 1965. 

For 10 years Collins served as dean of the 
graduate division. After his retirement in 
1994 he continued to teach, write and men-
tor. With his doctoral students he was de-
manding, affable and always available. 

‘‘He wanted us to have a holistic under-
standing of African history from the begin-
ning of times to modern times. And he was 
tough,’’ said Scopas S. Poggo, a native of 
Sudan who is now an assistant professor of 
African American and African studies at 
Ohio State University. 

Collins wrote or co-wrote at least 30 books 
and many articles. His book ‘‘Shadows in the 
Grass: Britain in the Southern Sudan, 1918– 
1956’’ won the John Ben Snow Foundation 
Prize for the best book in British studies in 
1984. 

An eloquent public speaker, Collins 
brought strong storytelling skills to his 
writing, melding them with meticulous re-
search. ‘‘Alms’’ was also thoroughly re-
searched, ‘‘our interpretations judicious, our 
conclusions made in good faith on the avail-
able evidence,’’ Collins wrote in his online 
essay. 

But ‘‘Alms’’ may be on the shelf again with 
a new publisher, Kristian said. Collins’ book 
‘‘A History of Modern Sudan’’ is scheduled 
for release in May. The book traces Sudan’s 
history over 200 years and reveals the link 
between tragedies of today and events of the 
past. 

‘‘I wish all of his books could be re-
printed,’’ Poggo said. ‘‘He has made very sig-
nificant contributions to the history of 
southern Sudan. He left a very strong leg-
acy.’’ 

In addition to his daughter, Collins is sur-
vived by two sons, Randolph William Collins 
of Healdsburg, Calif., and Robert Ware Col-
lins of San Jose; two brothers, Jack Gore 
Collins of Portland, Ore., and George Wil-
liam Collins II of Chesterland, Ohio; and five 
grandchildren. 

There will be no public memorial service. 
Memorial donations may be sent to the 
Sudan-American Foundation for Education 
(SAFE), 141 N. Henderson Road, No. 1205, Ar-
lington, VA 22203. 

f 

HONORING LEWIS CHAPPELEAR 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to commend and congratulate an out-
standing California teacher, Lewis Chappelear, 
for being named a finalist for the National 
Teacher of the Year award. 

Mr. Chappelear is an accomplished scholar, 
receiving his Bachelor of Science degree in 
biomedical engineering from Boston University 
in 1994, a Master of Science degree in me-
chanical engineering from Columbia University 
in 1995, and a California Clear Teaching Cre-
dential in math, physics, and electronics in 
2001. He received a National Board Certifi-
cation in 2005. Highly praised by both his stu-
dents and the community, he has received 
several awards including: Los Angeles Unified 
School District, LAUSD, Teacher of the Year, 
Los Angeles County Teacher of the Year, and 
California Teacher of the Year, and is Califor-
nia’s nominee for the National Teacher of the 
Year Award. 

Most importantly, Mr. Chappelear is a re-
nowned teacher. He developed Monroe’s 
School of Engineering and Design—an ex-
tremely successful hands-on learning environ-

ment which has received several prestigious 
awards. The school’s mission is to prepare 
students for hightech jobs by placing students 
in internships through collaboration with local 
organizations and businesses. Students work 
on projects related to careers in engineering 
and jobs skills such as how to write a resume 
or business letter. He encourages learning by 
incorporating the most recent computer soft-
ware and technology into his classroom lec-
tures in a way that inspires all of his students. 

Realizing that robotics is one of the most ef-
fective ways to teach science and math, Mr. 
Chappelear has recruited and trained teachers 
from all over California to begin similar robot-
ics programs. In 2007, his students took first 
place in a regional robotics championship held 
at California State University, Northridge. 

Mr. Chappelear’s work extends beyond the 
classroom. After noticing that students in his 
classes were having problems with drugs and 
alcohol, he facilitated groups to help students 
during his breaks. He considers himself an im-
portant part of the community: His students 
are his family. His philosophy on teaching is to 
make emotional connections with each student 
and to make their learning relevant. He be-
lieves that everything in the classroom should 
be interdisciplinary. In his words, ‘‘I am not 
just an Engineering and Design teacher * * * 
I am also a mentor, a guide and a critical link 
in my students’ lives.’’ He feels that student 
achievement is based in rigor, relevance and 
relationships. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to recognize 
Lewis Chappelear as a finalist for the National 
Teacher of the Year award. I am truly honored 
to pay tribute to this outstanding teacher. 

f 

HONORING MRS. DEBORAH 
ROZANSKI 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mrs. Deborah Rozanski on the 
occasion of her retirement. Mrs. Rozanski has 
served as a New Jersey public school teacher 
for 34 years. She has dedicated herself to the 
Audubon School District for the past 29 years, 
enriching the lives of countless students. In 
addition, Mrs. Rozanski deserves to be com-
mended for her dedication over the past 28 
years as an advisor to the Audubon Safety 
Patrol, as a student council advisor, and as a 
representative on the instructional council. 

Beyond the classroom, Mrs. Rozanski is 
also an advocate for the protection of our en-
vironment. Mrs. Rozanski has organized the 
planting of many trees on the Mansion Avenue 
School campus, which add to the beauty of 
the school and the surrounding community. 

Madam Speaker, the devotion that Mrs. 
Rozanski has shown to her work and to the 
community is truly praiseworthy. I want to 
thank Mrs. Rozanski for her tireless effort as 
a teacher and wish her the best of luck upon 
her retirement. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE URBAN SCENE 

AND HOST DON FRIERSON 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the 20th anniversary of a 
radio institution in my hometown of Columbia, 
South Carolina. The Urban Scene is the first 
issue-oriented radio talk show in Columbia, 
and it remains a touchstone in the African 
American community today. 

In 1988, WOIC radio began airing The 
Urban Scene with host Ben Scott. The next 
year, Gwen Foushee and Don Frierson took 
over the hosting duties, and by the end of 
1989, Don was flying solo. 

The next big change for The Urban Scene 
was its move from WOIC to WGCV/620 AM in 
Columbia in 2000. It is a testament to the pop-
ularity of the show that its loyal audience fol-
lowed The Urban Scene, and many new lis-
teners tuned in, 

The Urban Scene quickly made its mark as 
the place to go for an in-depth discussion and 
debate of the issues of the day. Under Don’s 
guidance, listeners feel comfortable to call in 
and give their opinions or ask questions, The 
topics covered on The Urban Scene run the 
gamut and are always entertaining and inform-
ative. Don has featured guests from all walks 
of life, including actor Danny Glover; House 
Majority Leader Dick Gephardt; former Miss 
America Kimberly Aiken; gospel legend Dr. 
Bobby Jones; civil rights pioneer Modjeska 
Simpkins; and nationally syndicated talk show 
host Bev Smith. I have been known to make 
appearances on The Urban Scene from time 
to time as welL 

I don’t believe The Urban Scene would have 
enjoyed its longevity without the leadership of 
Don Frierson. He has done a tremendous job 
over the last 19 years in creating a midday 
talk show that is consistently the talk of the 
town. As a native of Columbia, Don knows the 
issues that are important to his listeners. He 
graduated from the University of South Caro-
lina in 1983 with a degree in journalism, and 
continues to work full-time for the South Caro-
lina Human Affairs Commission. 

Don maintains the pulse of the community 
by being involved in many activities. He has 
served on the board of Bethlehem Community 
Center, the Columbia Branch NAACP, and the 
South Carolina Conference of Branches of 
NAACP. He has volunteered his time with Big 
Brothers and Sisters of the Midlands, as a 
mentor, working with children in Richland 
School District One, and has assisted non- 
profit agencies and organizations in the areas 
of press and publicity. He is a volunteer do-
cent with the South Carolina State Museum 
and has served as third Vice President of the 
Columbia Branch NAACP. 

Don’s many awards include the Living the 
Legacy Award, presented by the National 
Council of Negro Women for outstanding work 
in the field of Journalism; Certificate for Out-
standing Community Service in the field of 
Journalism, from the Omicron Phi Chapter of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity; Community Leader 
of Excellence Award, from the Cush Fellow-
ship Ministries; Million Man March Apprecia-
tion Award, from the Nation of Islam, for work 
in promoting the Million Man March; Martin Lu-

ther King Award for Community Service pre-
sented by Zion Baptist Church No.1; Award for 
Community Service, presented by Masjid AI- 
Islam; Outstanding Service Award from the 
Alcorn Middle School Community Task Force; 
Community Service Award from the Sister 
Clara Muhammad School; Certificate of Honor 
from the Columbia Branch NAACP for service; 
and a commendation from the South Carolina 
House of Representatives for public service. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me today 
in celebrating the 20th anniversary of The 
Urban Scene and the outstanding work of its 
host Don Frierson. The show and its host are 
synonymous with intelligent and thought-pro-
voking radio. I applaud the tremendous serv-
ice Don provides on The Urban Scene, and I 
am proud to call him a friend. 

f 

TUOLUMNE ME-WUK LAND 
TRANSFER ACT OF 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 29, 2008 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, thank you 
for the opportunity to express my support for 
H.R. 3490, the Tuolumne Me-Wuk Land 
Transfer Act of 2007. H.R. 3490 was consid-
ered and approved by the House of Rep-
resentatives yesterday. This bill provides for 
the transfer of three small parcels of land from 
the Bureau of Land Management to the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs in trust for the benefit of 
the Tuolumne Me-Wuk Tribe located in 
Tuolumne, California. 

I introduced this bill on behalf of the 
Tuolumne Me-Wuk, a federally recognized 
tribe in my district. In addition to providing for 
the land transfer, H.R. 3490 also extends the 
boundaries of the Tuolumne Me-Wuk Res-
ervation to encompass the BLM lands and 
other certain lands that have either been taken 
into trust for the Tribe, or that the federal gov-
ernment has announced plans to take into 
trust for the Tribe. 

The lands to be transferred are located in 
close proximity to the existing Tuolumne Me- 
Wuk Reservation. They include a small parcel 
which contains an active tribal burial ground, a 
parcel originally intended as an inter-tribal 
health facility that was never built, and a third 
parcel located near the first two. These lands 
will be available to meet the needs of tribal 
housing, along with cultural and infrastructure 
improvements. Furthermore, the Tuolumne 
Me-Wuk burial ground deserves to be properly 
maintained and preserved by the Tribe. None 
of these lands are to be used for tribal gam-
ing. 

The Bureau of Land Management ex-
pressed support for this land transfer in the 
Natural Resources Committee hearing earlier 
this month and has listed the parcels as avail-
able for disposal. In addition, there is local 
support for this non-controversial land transfer 
from the community and the Tuolumne County 
Board of Supervisors. 

I thank my colleagues for recognizing the 
benefits of this legislation and unanimously 
supporting the Tuolumne Me-Wuk Land Trans-
fer Act of 2007. Furthermore, I look forward to 
working with my colleagues in the Senate to 
continue the movement of this important legis-
lation. 

HONORING THE OSAGE UNIT 278 OF 
THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXIL-
IARY 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the great work and service that 
Osage Unit 278 of the American Legion Auxil-
iary, Department of Iowa is doing on behalf of 
our young citizens’ education. 

The members of Osage Unit 278 place a 
great value on the education of our young citi-
zens who will be the leaders of tomorrow. The 
Unit recently held a scholarship luncheon/bake 
sale on April 5, 2008, with the purpose of rais-
ing money to give scholarships to the grad-
uating seniors of Osage High School. Their 
objective was met, and funds raised will allow 
for 13 scholarships of $250.00 each to be 
awarded; 10 of those by the Unit; two to be 
given in honor of members by their families; 
and one from the Unit Auxiliary marching 
group known as the Starlighters. 

Unit 278 also contributed $250.00 to benefit 
the Special Olympians of the Osage School 
System, enabling them to attend the State of 
Iowa Special Olympics. 

The work of the 381 member Unit has al-
ways been highly respected, regarded and ap-
preciated by the community of Osage. Their 
work and dedication exemplifies the great 
Iowa spirit of giving to help others. And Unit 
278 truly follows one of the guiding principles 
of the American Legion Auxiliary mission 
statement, ‘‘that Auxiliary members continue to 
be the leaders in all that is good in this nation 
today, tomorrow and for generations to come 
through serving others first and not self.’’ 

I know that my colleagues in the United 
States Congress join me in recognizing the 
dedicated work and accomplishments of 
Osage Unit 278 of the American Legion Auxil-
iary, Department of Iowa. I am proud and hon-
ored to represent all 381 members of the Unit 
in the United States House of Representatives 
and I wish them continued success in their fu-
ture work. 

f 

HONORING THE 8TH BATTALION, 
4TH REGIMENT 

HON. VIRGIL H. GOODE, JR. 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. GOODE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great honor that I rise today to recognize the 
U.S. Army 8th Battalion, 4th Regiment on the 
occasion of their association reunion, which 
will take place May 2–6. 

The 4th Artillery was authorized and con-
stituted by an Act of Congress in June 1812, 
as the 4th Artillery Regiment. The regiment 
has seen continuous duty since that date. The 
8th Battalion, 4th Artillery, has served in varied 
capacities throughout its illustrious service: 
Coast Artillery, Harbor Defense, Anti-Aircraft 
Artillery, Pack Artillery, 177mm Gun Battalion 
and as a 175mm 18 inch (SP) Gun Battalion. 

On March 1, 1967, the 8th Battalion, 4th Ar-
tillery was activated at Fort Sill, OK, as a 
175mm gun battalion. Its mission was to de-
ploy on July 24, 1967, to the central highlands 
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of Vietnam. The only battalion from Fort Sill to 
deploy on its original deployment date, the 8th 
Battalion, 4th Artillery departed Ft. Sill, OK, 
with the personal good wishes and promised 
continued support from the Fort Sill com-
manding general. The battalion’s equipment, 
including its 12 175mm guns, departed in 
early July. The equipment was moved by rail 
to Houston, TX, then by ship through the Pan-
ama Canal and on to Vietnam. 

The men of the battalion traveled by air to 
Tacoma, WA, and boarded a U.S. naval troop 
ship, the USNS UPSHUR, along with two 
smaller Army units. On the high seas, after a 
12-hour shore break on Okinawa, we were no-
tified our mission had changed. We were 
being diverted to Da Nang with a support mis-
sion to the 1st and 3rd Marine Divisions. The 
battalion was originally assigned the dual mis-
sion of supporting both the 1st and 3rd Marine 
Divisions with long-range heavy artillery fire 
until November 1, 1967, when it was assigned 
to the 108th Artillery Group, reinforcing the 
12th Marine Regiment. 

From January 31, 1968 until March, the bat-
talion supported the 5th Marines and the 
Americal Division during ‘‘Operation Auburn.’’ 
It participated in ‘‘Operation Rock’’ by firing in 
support of the 7th Marines from March 6 until 
March 10, 1968. From March 13 until March 
26, 1968, it supported the 7th Marines during 
‘‘Operation Worth.’’ From August 1968 until 
September 1968, the battalion provided gen-
eral support for units operating near the DMZ. 

During the first year in Vietnam, the bat-
talion changed over 300 gun tubes. In its 4 
years in the Republic of Vietnam, the battalion 
had fired more than 450,000 rounds of 
175mm/S inch ammunition in support of the 
United States and the Army of the Republic of 
Vietnam (ARVN) forces. It had supported op-
erations throughout the northern sector of 
South Vietnam and had fired from positions at 
Da Nang, Dong Ha, Quang Tn, Bastone, 
Camp Lo, Camp J J Carroll, Thon Som Lam 
(‘‘Rockpile’’), True Khe, FSB C–I, FSB C–2, 
and FSB A–4 (Con Thien). 

In ceremonies held August 6, 1971, at Dong 
Ha Combat Base, the battalion was presented 
the Meritorious Unit Citation. The award cov-
ered the period from January 31, 1968 to Jan-
uary 31, 1969, and was primarily for actions in 
support of the 1st and 3rd Marine Divisions. 
The battalion was also awarded the Naval 
Presidential Unit Citation in support of the 3rd 
Marine Division and the Republic of Vietnam 
Cross of Gallantry. 

As the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces 
began their withdrawal from Laos and the Khe 
San area, the need for artillery support along 
the route of egress became vital. By April 
1971, all remaining elements of the battalion 
departed the Khe San Plains. The 8th Bat-
talion, 4th Artillery, was the first heavy artillery 
battalion into the Khe San area and the last 
heavy unit to return. 

In the 63 days that the battalion was in-
volved with the Khe San Operation, it suffered 
losses of 4 persons killed and 41 wounded, 
with 17 vehicles destroyed. It was credited 
with costing the enemy 1,238 killed, unknown 
numbers wounded, 26 field guns destroyed, 3 
tanks destroyed, 5 fighting positions de-
stroyed, 16 wheeled vehicles destroyed, and 
2,644 secondary explosions. During this same 
period, in line with increased troop with-

drawals, the American ground troops in the 
area turned over their fire bases to the ARVN 
and withdrew to Quang Tri for their consolida-
tion. 

At 0930 hours, 15 October 1971, the 8th 
Battalion, 4th Artillery, conducted a redeploy-
ment ceremony at Quang Tri Combat Base. 
The battalion colors were furled and cased for 
redeployment to Fort Sill, OK, where the 3rd 
Battalion, 73rd Artillery, was being redesig-
nated the 4th Battalion, 4th Artillery. On this 
date, the unit completed its tactical mission, 
and after completing the Keystone stand down 
operations from October 15 through November 
15, 1971, sent its color guard and colors to 
Fort Sill to begin a new phase in the illustrious 
career of the 4th Artillery. 

After a stay of 4 years on the DMZ, the bat-
talion had truly earned its unofficial motto, 
‘‘The Guns of the DMZ,’’ with 26 killed in ac-
tion and numerous wounded. Today the 4th 
Artillery continues with the 2nd Battalion, 4th 
Artillery, a multiple launch rocket system bat-
talion stationed at Fort Sill, OK. The 2nd Bat-
talion, 4th Artillery deployed to Iraq during the 
initial assault of ‘‘Desert Storm,’’ and continue 
their combat role in the great tradition of the 
historic 4th Artillery Regiment. 

I appreciate the opportunity to offer these 
remarks and share my appreciation for our 
veterans. We are forever grateful to the 8th 
Battalion, 4th Artillery and all the veterans who 
have preserved our country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. CONSTANCE 
MIERENDORF 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Dr. Con-
stance Mierendorf and to celebrate her inau-
guration as the first female President of Sus-
sex County Community College. 

Constance Mierendorf brings a wealth of ex-
perience to this position as a teacher, aca-
demic leader and innovative small business-
woman. Dr. Mierendorf holds a Ph.D. in 
English from the University of Nebraska at Lin-
coln; earning her Bachelor and Master degree 
in English from the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha. She also holds certificates for sec-
ondary teaching and teaching English as a 
second Language. Her post-graduate work in-
cludes coursework at Harvard University’s In-
stitute for Educational Management. 

Dr. Constance Mierendorf comes to the 
Presidency of SCCC from Raritan Valley Com-
munity College, where she held the position of 
Vice President of Academic Affairs. She held 
the same position at Santa Fe Community 
College in New Mexico, and was also a faculty 
member and department chair at Minneapolis 
Community and Technical College. 

In addition to her education background, Dr. 
Mierendorf brings considerable business ex-
pertise to the College. She worked as a cor-
porate trainer to Chief Executive Officers of 
several Fortune 500 companies and was a 
partner and business manager for Mierendorf 
Productions, a three-time Emmy Award win-
ning documentary film company. 

Sussex County Community College is a true 
gem of the Fifth Congressional District. It cur-
rently serves more than 3,500 credit and 
1,700 non-credit students each year. SCCC is 
ranked 11th in the country, as the fastest 
growing community college of its size, with a 
43-percent increase in enrollment over the 
past 5 years. I am confident Dr. Mierendorf 
will continue to raise the bar of SCCC’s edu-
cational standards. 

I commend Dr. Mierendorf on her appoint-
ment as the President of Sussex County Com-
munity College. I wish her all the best as she 
embarks on this opportunity and congratulate 
her on this remarkable accomplishment. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHARLES DANIEL 

HON. MARION BERRY 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. BERRY. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a great Arkansan and a fine cit-
izen of Marshall, Arkansas. I am proud to rec-
ognize Dr. Charles Daniel in the United States 
Congress for his four decades of service to 
Arkansas. He has made numerous invaluable 
contributions to his community, his State and 
our Nation. 

Dr. Charles Daniel was born in Marshall, Ar-
kansas on July 1, 1940 and currently resides 
there today. After graduating from Marshall 
High School in 1958 as valedictorian, he re-
ceived his medical degree from the University 
of Arkansas for Medical Sciences in 1967. He 
married his wife Sharon Guthrie in 1964 and 
they have two children. 

In addition to his decades of service to the 
community as a leading medical professional, 
Dr. Daniel has dedicated 40 years of service 
to both the Rotary Club and the Searcy Coun-
ty Economic Development Commission. He 
was a leading advocate for the construction of 
the Searcy County Civic Center and was rec-
ognized by the Searcy County Economic De-
velopment Commission as Citizen of the Year 
in 2007. 

Dr. Daniel is one of the few remaining gen-
uine, southern gentlemen. He is a humble 
man who goes out of his way to help others 
simply because it is the right thing to do, 
never for personal gain. Dr. Daniel’s office 
was always open to people in need of medical 
attention. Often he would keep his doors open 
well into the evening and would visit with pa-
tients at their homes on weekends to ensure 
they received the care they needed. Not only 
does he epitomize what a family doctor should 
be, he is the living example of how we should 
treat our neighbor. 

Dr. Daniel embodies the old fashioned val-
ues of service, leadership and commitment to 
his community that has made our State and 
our Nation great. He has dedicated his life to 
serving the people of Searcy County as a 
leader in both his profession and his commu-
nity. On behalf of the United States Congress, 
I extend congratulations and best wishes to 
my good friend Dr. Charles Daniel for a life-
time of outstanding personal and professional 
achievements. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALLEN BOYD 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. BOYD of Florida. Madam Speaker, last 
week, I missed the final vote on H.R. 2830, 
the Coast Guard Reauthorization Act. Had I 
been present, I would have voted as follows: 
H.R. 2830. Recorded vote. 24-Apr-2008, 3:13 
p.m. Question: On Passage. Bill Title: Coast 
Guard Authorization for 2008. 

‘‘Aye’’ for Mr. F. Allen Boyd, Jr. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, on April 2, 
2008, I inadvertently failed to vote on rollcall 
No. 155. Had I voted, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall Vote No. 155. 

f 

THE GENETIC INFORMATION 
NONDISCRIMINATION ACT (GINA) 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in support of H.R. 493, 
‘‘The Genetic Information Nondiscrimination 
Act, GINA.’’ I would like to thank my col-
league, Congresswoman LOUISE MCINTOSH 
SLAUGHTER, from New York for introducing this 
important legislation. I would also like to thank 
my colleagues on Energy and Commerce, 
Ways and Means, Education and Labor com-
mittees for their leadership in this highly con-
tentious and complex health issue. 

The Genetic Information Nondiscrimination 
Act, GINA, would restrict health insurers’ (Title 

I) and employers’ (Title II) acquisition and use 
of genetic information in several ways. It is 
also supported by consumer groups, the med-
ical profession, researchers, the medical prod-
ucts industry and pharmaceutical companies. 

Since the first bills were introduced in the 
103rd Congress, many of the arguments and 
positions supporting and opposing genetic 
nondiscrimination legislation have remained 
largely unchanged. The simple fact is without 
protection, people are apprehensive about 
seeking potentially beneficial genetic services 
or participating in much needed clinical re-
search. 

Alex Haley, the gifted author of Roots, stat-
ed on the front page of his book that ‘‘In all 
of us there is a hunger, marrow deep, to know 
our heritage—to know who we are and where 
we have come from. Without this enriching 
knowledge there is a hollow yearning. No mat-
ter what our attainment in life, there is still a 
vacuum, an emptiness and the most dis-
quieting loneliness.’’ 

When author Alex Haley revealed his Roots 
in the late 1970’s, everyone in the Nation, it 
seemed, wondered about their own great- 
great-great grandparents. As a result, the 
genealogical quest fever spread, particularly 
among African Americans. 

It took Haley more than a decade to trace 
back several generations, but as most Black 
people realize, not many of similar heritage 
will be able to unearth their lineage even that 
soon. That’s because few, if any, reliable 
records of the centuries-long Atlantic slave 
trade remain to help in the search. That’s what 
became all too apparent to rheumatologist Dr. 
Paul Plotz in 1992, when ‘‘a chance occur-
rence’’ pointed his research on a rare muscle 
disorder to West Africa and ‘‘the greatest un-
documented migration of modern times.’’ 

As Haley pointed out, people have an inher-
ent interest in knowing their heritage. Our in-
vestment in modern science, specifically the 
Human Genome Project, is poised not only to 
reveal medical truths about ourselves and our 
potential for health, but also to help us make 
that connection to our past. 

While some of my colleagues are focused 
that GINA will provide further incentives and 
additional opportunities for litigation against 
employers, they seem to forget the very real 

concern of individual protections. In an age 
where electronic databases are easily tam-
pered with and private information is passed 
around like a bad cold, we must focus on the 
rights of individuals and their families when 
dealing with such a complex and contentious 
issue. 

At a time when we want people to seek out 
preventative care and gain greater health lit-
eracy, we want to ensure them that they are 
safe and big brother is not selling their de-
tailed information to the highest bidder. 

Researchers at Penn State University have 
stated that from a medical viewpoint, African 
genetic diversity is important in understanding 
genetic diseases of African Americans and for 
finding treatment methods for contagious dis-
eases that originated in Africa. These re-
searchers have said that if they could identify 
the genetic changes that provided this protec-
tion, then they might be able to find treatment 
methods for the diseases. 

These revolutionary discoveries are due to a 
diverse group of people feeling secure enough 
with their doctors, nurses, and health insur-
ance companies that they participate in ge-
netic testing and research studies. 

We exclaim that we want better health care, 
greater incidences of prevention, better under-
standing of current diseases, and most impor-
tantly more cures to the illnesses of Ameri-
cans. This is what genetic testing and re-
search can do. If we allow employers and 
health insurance companies to manipulate the 
data to further restrict American’s access to 
quality care, then we should not support this 
bill. 

However, if we are for access to quality 
health care, if we are for greater under-
standing of infectious diseases and mutations, 
if we are for privacy protections in medical 
records and payment systems . . . then we 
must give our full support to this bill. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker, for your lead-
ership in the area of health care access, this 
is yet one more area that allows us to support 
an individual’s right to care without fear of ret-
ribution by increased health insurance pay-
ments or even worse, denial of care alto-
gether. Vote in support of access, under-
standing, and privacy. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
May 1, 2008 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

MAY 2 

9:30 a.m. 
Joint Economic Committee 

To hold hearings to examine the employ-
ment-unemployment situation for 
April 2008. 

SD–562 

MAY 6 

10 a.m. 
Environment and Public Works 

To hold hearings to examine perchlorate 
and trichloroethylene (TCE) in water. 

SD–406 
Finance 

To hold hearings to examine seizing the 
new opportunity for health reform. 

SD–215 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Oceans, Atmosphere, Fisheries, and Coast 

Guard Subcommittee 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 

SR–253 
2 p.m. 

Judiciary 
Administrative Oversight and the Courts 

Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine policing 

lenders and protecting homeowners, fo-
cusing on the current foreclosure cri-
sis. 

SD–226 
2:30 p.m. 

Intelligence 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Michael E. Leiter, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be Director of the 
National Counterterrorism Center, Of-
fice of the Director of National Intel-
ligence. 

SH–216 
3 p.m. 

Commission on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe 

To hold hearings to examine oil and food 
prices relating to the link between en-
ergy and environmental security, fo-
cusing on the role that environmental 
technologies can play in increasing en-
ergy security while combating climate 
change by reducing demand on hydro-
carbon resources. 

B318, Rayburn Building 

MAY 7 

9:30 a.m. 
Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Marcia Stephens Bloom 
Bernicat, of New Jersey, to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Senegal, and 
to serve concurrently and without ad-
ditional compensation as Ambassador 
to the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, 
Gillian Arlette Milovanovic, of Penn-
sylvania, to be Ambassador to the Re-
public of Mali, Donald Gene 
Teitelbaum, of Texas, to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Ghana, Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield, of Louisiana, to be 
Ambassador to the Republic of Liberia, 
Peter William Bodde, of Maryland, to 
be Ambassador to the Republic of Ma-
lawi, Donald E. Booth, of Virginia, to 
be Ambassador to the Republic of Zam-
bia, Marianne Matuzic Myles, of New 
York, to be Ambassador to the Repub-
lic of Cape Verde, and Stephen James 
Nolan, of Virginia, to be Ambassador 
to the Republic of Botswana, all of the 
Department of State. 

SD–419 
Environment and Public Works 
Public Sector Solutions to Global Warm-

ing, Oversight, and Children’s Health 
Protection Subcommittee 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
science and environmental regulatory 
decisions. 

SD–406 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Space, Aeronautics, and Related Agencies 

Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine reauthoriza-

tion of vision for space exploration. 
SR–253 

Veterans’ Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine pending 

benefits legislation. 
SR–418 

10 a.m. 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs 
To hold hearings to examine fuel sub-

sidies relating to food supply and 
prices. 

SD–342 
Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Helene N. White, and Raymond 
M. Kethledge, both of Michigan, both 
to be United States Circuit Judges for 
the Sixth Circuit, and Stephen Joseph 
Murphy III, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Eastern District of 
Michigan. 

SD–226 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
Securities, Insurance and Investment Sub-

committee 
To hold hearings to examine United 

States credit markets, focusing on the 
regulation of investment banks by the 
United States Securities and Exchange 
Commission. 

SD–538 
10:30 a.m. 

Appropriations 
Defense Subcommittee 

To hold closed hearings to examine pro-
posed budget estimates for fiscal year 
2009 for the United States intelligence 
community. 

S–407, Capitol 
2 p.m. 

Judiciary 
Antitrust, Competition Policy and Con-

sumer Rights Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine concentra-

tion in agriculture, focusing on an ex-

amination of the JBS Swift Group ac-
quisitions. 

SD–226 
2:30 p.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Aviation Operations, Safety, and Security 

Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine the state of 

the airline industry, focusing on the 
impact of the Delta/Northwest airlines 
merger. 

SR–253 
Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine inter-
national Convention for the Suppres-
sion of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism (the 
‘‘Convention’’), adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly on April 13, 
2005, and signed on behalf of the United 
States of America on September 14, 
2005 (Treaty Doc. 110–04), amendment 
to the Convention on the Physical Pro-
tection of Nuclear Material (the 
‘‘Amendment’’). A conference of States 
Parties to the Convention on the Phys-
ical Protection of Nuclear Material, 
adopted on October 28, 1979, adopted 
the Amendment on July 8, 2005, at the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
in Vienna (Treaty Doc. 110–06), and pro-
tocol of 2005 to the Convention for the 
Suppression of Unlawful Acts against 
the Safety of Maritime Navigation (the 
‘‘2005 SUA Protocol’’) and the Protocol 
of 2005 to the Protocol for the Suppres-
sion of Unlawful Acts against the Safe-
ty of Fixed Platforms Located on the 
Continental Shelf (the ‘‘2005 Fixed 
Platforms Protocol’’) (together, ‘‘the 
Protocols’’), adopted by the Inter-
national Maritime Organization Diplo-
matic Conference in London on October 
14, 2005, and signed by the United 
States of America on February 17, 2006 
(Treaty Doc. 110–08). 

SD–419 
Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine a way for-
ward for the United States Commission 
on Civil Rights. 

SD–430 
3 p.m. 

Appropriations 
Financial Services and General Govern-

ment Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine proposed 

budget estimates for fiscal year 2009 for 
the Commodity Futures Trading Com-
mission and Securities and Exchange 
Commission. 

SD–192 

MAY 8 

10 a.m. 
Finance 

To hold hearings to examine social secu-
rity field offices, focusing on the re-
sources and workforce needed to de-
liver quality service to the public. 

SD–215 
2:30 p.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine improving 

the capacity of United States climate 
modeling for decision-makers and end- 
users. 

SR–253 
Intelligence 

To hold closed hearings to examine cer-
tain intelligence matters. 

SH–219 
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MAY 13 

10 a.m. 
Energy and Natural Resources 

To hold hearings to examine the impacts 
of climate change on the reliability, se-
curity, economics, and design of crit-
ical energy infrastructure in coastal 
regions. 

SD–366 

MAY 20 

10 a.m. 
Energy and Natural Resources 

To hold hearings to examine the Terri-
torial Energy Assessment as updated 

pursuant to the Energy Policy Act of 
2005 (Public Law 109–58). 

SD–366 

MAY 21 

9:30 a.m. 
Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine pending 
health care legislation. 

SR–418 

CANCELLATIONS 

MAY 2 

9:30 a.m. 
Armed Services 

Closed business meeting to markup the 
proposed National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for fiscal year 2009. 

SR–222 
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