E792

commitment to family and community will for-
ever live in the lives of the people she so gra-
ciously touched. | am honored and humbled to
join her family in celebrating the life of this
amazing woman who will never be forgotten.
—

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. CHARLES
ROBINSON-SNEAD

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday May 1, 2008

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise today to recognize
Mr. Charles Robinson-Snead, who was nomi-
nated to be the 2008 Delaware Boys & Girls
Club Youth of the Year.

The Boys & Girls Clubs of America and the
Reader’s Digest have nationally sponsored the
Youth of the Year program since 1947. The
goal of Youth of the Year has been to recog-
nize outstanding members of the Boys & Girls
Club and their contributions to their Club, com-
munity, school, and family. More than 32,000
youth are served by the Boys & Girls Clubs of
Delaware.

Twelve students were nominated for the
honor of Youth of the Year through an inten-
sive local and State level selection process,
including the nominees’ personal contribution
to home and family, community, school and
their Boys & Girls Club. The nominees had to
prepare two essays explaining why post-high
school education is important and what the
Club means to them. Additionally, students
had to prepare a 3-5-minute speech and have
an interview session with a panel of judges.
The candidates attended the Youth of the
Year Summit, where they received profes-
sional guidance regarding public speaking,
writing, and interviewing skills.

After winning the Local Youth of the Year
Award, Charles moved on to the State level
competition, where he refined his essay and
prepared for the next round of interviews.
Charles was a highly qualified candidate for
the Youth of the Year 2008. At Laurel Boys &
Girls Club Charles serves as a tutor and men-
tor for other club members.

Once again, | would like to commend
Charles Robinson-Snead for being nominated
as the Boys & Girls Club of Delaware’s Youth
of the Year.
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Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to Bonnie Cox, a re-
markable employee and public servant at the
Department of Disability Determinations in
Frankfort, Kentucky. Bonnie is retiring this
month, ending her three decade career in
Kentucky State government.

Bonnie began her career at the DDS in the
operations support branch and advanced
through numerous positions to her current ex-
ecutive secretary position in the Commis-
sioner's office. She has spent the last 25
years with the Department of Disability Deter-
minations.
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Bonnie has been an invaluable participant in
many events outside the realm of her daily job
duties. She has been the chairperson for the
agency’s Kentucky Employees Charitable
Campaign and has worked tirelessly in this ca-
pacity. Having been touched by the generosity
of KECC in her own personal life, Bonnie was
the perfect advocate for KECC at the agency
and brought a newfound inspiration into the
DDS regarding this worthy organization.

In addition to her compassion, dedication,
and good works for KECC, Bonnie also orga-
nizes appointments for the Red Cross blood
drive, is instrumental in preparing information
for the PRIDE, People Responsibly Influencing
Decisional Excellence awards, and organizes
retirement receptions and other noteworthy
meetings within the DDS. She has received
numerous awards and commendations for her
dedication and commitment to these endeav-
ors.

Bonnie has touched countless lives through
her contacts with congressional inquiry claims.
Her caring attitude and compassionate spirit
have made her one of the strongest advocates
for Kentucky’s disabled citizens.

State government will lose a “voice” for the
disabled and a friend to all when Bonnie re-
tires. On behalf of the countless men and
women who have benefited from her dedi-
cated service, | would like to express my pro-
found appreciation to Bonnie Cox and wish
her a very happy and healthy retirement.

———

THE UNITED STATES NEEDS TO
PROVIDE COUNTER-NARCOTICS
ASSISTANCE TO CARIBBEAN
COUNTRIES TO ERADICATE ILLE-
GAL DRUG ACTIVITY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2008

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to support H. Res. 865 which urges the United
States Government to consider fully and care-
fully the recommendations in the UNODC and
World Bank Report entitled “Crime, Violence,
and Development: Trends, Costs, and Policy
Options in the Caribbean.”

Although using Caribbean nations as major
transit points for illegal drugs is not a new
problem, it does shed light on a longstanding
issue—the U.S. policy on providing assistance
to the Caribbean nations in combating illegal
drug activity. A major contributing factor to ille-
gal drug activity remains the lack of resources
Caribbean nations possess to combat this
growing and menacing problem.

This problem will not resolve itself. Some
steps the United States should take to assist
the member states of CARICOM and the Do-
minican Republic include, but are not limited
to: coordinating policy development and imple-
mentation, providing counter-narcotics assist-
ance, and a continuance of policy initiatives
that are working, such as the bilateral co-
operation between the United States and the
Government of Jamaica. Under this initiative,
the U.S. provides training and material support
to sections of Jamaican law enforcement
agencies to strengthen their counter-narcotics
capabilities. This is an excellent example that
should be modeled throughout the Caribbean.

It is imperative for the United States to work
with CARICOM member states and the Do-
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minican Republic to establish effective pro-
grams to mitigate and ultimately, eradicate ille-
gal drug activity. This will take a coordinated
and aggressive collaboration by CARICOM
member states, the Dominican Republic and
the United States to have an impact on drugs
being transported through the Caribbean and
into the U.S. Even though this is a very
daunting problem, working together and fully
and carefully considering the recommenda-
tions in the UNODC and World Bank report is
certainly a major step in the right direction.

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. FERNANDO
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Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mr. Fernando “Chito” Salinas for his
induction as a laureate in the 2008 Laredo
Business Hall of Fame, and for his incredible
dedication to the city of Laredo, Texas.

Fernando Salinas is a 1942 graduate of
Martin High School, and attended Tulane Uni-
versity in New Orleans after transferring from
Texas A&M University in College Station,
Texas. After attending Tulane, Fernando re-
turned back to work at his family’s department
store, Los Dos Laredos, in downtown Laredo.
Five years later, he worked as a salesman at
the famed Joe Brand store, and used his
knowledge of men’s retail to launch his own
new department store, Don Antonio’s in 1952.
The business flourished during the 1960s, at-
tracting a steady clientele from both sides of
the United States-Mexico border.

After his retirement from the retail business
in 2005, Fernando established a charitable
trust that has donated $1.35 million for causes
that enrich education, the arts and human
services, and pledged nearly $95,000 in schol-
arships for college-bound students. The schol-
arships are given to hard-working students at
Laredo Community College and Texas A&M
International University. Fernando has admi-
rably served the community of Laredo, Texas,
through his philanthropic work at his charitable
trust. He has also contributed to the youth of
Laredo through his Junior League Achieve-
ment sponsorship of Christen Middle School.
For his dedication and hard work in making
the Laredo business community stronger and
better, Fernando will be honored by the Junior
Achievement League through his induction
into the 2008 Business Hall of Fame.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to have had
this time to recognize the bravery and dedica-
tion of Mr. Fernando Salinas, and | thank you
for this time.

—————

COMBUSTIBLE DUST EXPLOSION
AND FIRE PREVENTION ACT OF
2008
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
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