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we had a big banner and the speech was
televised and it said: Health care for
all. Health care for all. We gave a
speech, and then a few days later some-
one who saw the speech said: Senator,
I am really annoyed about your speech.
You said health care for all. I already
have my health care. I don’t like your
system. Leave me out of it.

And I responded in this way: I didn’t
mean anyone outside this room. I only
meant the people I was speaking to in
the room—even though I had a sign
that said: Health Care For All.

So please, please, let’s not make mat-
ters worse by distorting the truth any
more than it has already been distorted
from day one of this national night-
mare.

What else did the President say on
that aircraft carrier that day 5 years
ago today? He said: Other nations in
history have fought in foreign lands
and remain to occupy and exploit.
Americans following a battle—

Listen:

Americans following a battle want nothing
more than to return home. Americans fol-
lowing a battle want nothing more than to
return home.

He said:

That is your direction tonight.

Five years ago, the President said we
won the battle; it is time to go home.
Where are we 5 years later? I just heard
48 deaths last month, which is the
highest in 6 months. Since that day 5
years ago, 3,922 troops have died in
Iraq, including 796 either from or based
in California, and almost 30,000 have
been wounded. We have spent more
than a half billion dollars, and there is
no end in sight.

When the President made his declara-
tion, the price of oil was $26 per barrel.
It now stands at $113 per barrel. Re-
member, the oil was supposed to pay
for the war. Remember. Don’t forget,
the oil was supposed to pay for the war.
That is what the administration told
us.

The words, ‘‘Mission Accomplished,”
no matter how somebody tries to tor-
ture it, have come to symbolize the dis-
honesty and the incompetence that
took our Nation into an ill-advised war
of choice—a war with a price in terms
of lives and treasure and our Nation’s
standing in the world only grows high-
er and higher and higher with each
passing day. We cannot afford it.

We recognize the words, ‘‘Mission Ac-
complished,” as part of a sad and fa-
miliar pattern, another verse in the
same song from the people who warned
us the smoking gun could be a mush-
room cloud. Remember when Secretary
Rice said the smoking gun could be a
mushroom cloud, even as they knew it
wasn’t true. They assured us we would
be greeted as liberators. They swore we
would be turning the corner and that
the insurgency was in its last throes.

Then they said, when we asked why
isn’t this war over: Well, we need to
train enough Iraqis, and when they
stand up, we will stand down. We have
spent so much training the Iraqis—I
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want to make sure I am right on this—
$20 billion we have spent training over
400,000 Iraqis.

I asked General Petraeus: How many
al-Qaida are there?

He said: Very few left, a few thousand
maybe—not even.

I asked General Petraeus: How many
insurgents are there?

He said: In the thousands.

We have trained over 400,000 Iraqi sol-
diers, but our troops are still dying in-
stead of playing a support role as they
should.

I wish to talk about the money that
we, the taxpayers, are spending. We are
spending $10 billion a month in Iraq.
That is $2.5 billion a week. That is $357
million a day. Now, remember, this is
all borrowed money and the cost of this
is going right to the debt that our
grandchildren and their children will
have on their backs. The President’s
policy is being paid for on a credit
card, and we are sticking future gen-
erations with the bill. That is irrespon-
sible and immoral.

We don’t have a plan to get out of
Iraq 5 years after ‘Mission Accom-
plished.” Everybody says this war can-
not be won through military means; it
has to be won through political means.
Yet we sit back, and the Government
in Iraq makes very little progress, and
they know, because of this President
and this administration, they don’t
have a price to pay for not being effec-
tive. They don’t pay a price for that,
for not solving this politically. They
don’t pay any price because we are
going to be there, and the blood and
treasure of this country is on the line.

The President says: Iran and al-Qaida
are our biggest enemies. The President
of Iraq holds hands with Ahmadinejad
of Iran. They kiss each other on the
cheek. We spend this money, we lose
these lives, our President says Iran is
our biggest enemy alongside al-Qaida,
and we just keep on sending the money
to a government that embraces Iran.

Now, I don’t care how you figure this
out, it doesn’t add up to me. For less
than the cost of 3 months in Iraq, we
could enroll every eligible child in the
Nation in the Head Start Program for
a year. For 3 months in Iraq, that is
what we could do for our children, and
we know the waiting list is long.

For 2 weeks in Iraq we could provide
health insurance for 6 million unin-
sured children for a whole year. The
list goes on.

For 7 days in Iraqg we could enroll 2.5
million kids in afterschool programs.
For 6 weeks in Iraqg we could ensure
full interoperability of all of our com-
munications systems. We are not pro-
tected in America because we don’t
give our emergency workers the inter-
operability they need. For the cost of 6
weeks in Iraq we could do that. Oh, no.

For 3 weeks in Iraqg we could extend
the renewable energy production tax
credit for 4 years and see jobs from
solar and wind and geothermal energy.
We could extend 13 additional weeks of
unemployment insurance in this reces-
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sion for 1 month in Iraq. The list goes
on.

We have given so much on this 5-year
anniversary. It is time for a change in
this country. We need to tell the Iraqis
we will stand behind them, but we are
not going to stand in front of them,
and we are not going to continue to
pay these enormous costs. Our country
cannot afford it.

I thank you, and I yield the floor.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———

FAA REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF
2007

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 2881, which
the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2881) to amend title 49, United
States Code, to authorize appropriations for
the Federal Aviation Administration for fis-
cal year 2008 through 2011, to improve avia-
tion safety and capacity, to provide stable
funding for the national aviation system,
and for other purposes.

Pending:

Rockefeller amendment No. 4627, in the na-
ture of a substitute.

Reid amendment No. 4628 (to amendment
No. 4627), to change the enactment date.

Reid amendment No. 4629 (to amendment
No. 4628), of a perfecting nature.

Reid amendment No. 4630 (to the language
proposed to be stricken by amendment No.
4627), to change the enactment date.

Reid amendment No. 4631 (to amendment
No. 4630), of a perfecting nature.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the work
done on this piece of legislation to
bring it to the floor is a good piece of
work. Democrats and Republicans
worked together to move toward solv-
ing one of America’s major problems,
and that is dealing with our aviation
system. Chairman ROCKEFELLER, Sen-
ator INOUYE, Senator BAUCUS, Senator
STEVENS, Senator GRASSLEY, Senator
HUTCHISON, and their staffs understood
that ensuring the safety and efficiency
of America’s air traffic is too impor-
tant to fall victim to politics, slow
walking, or obstruction. It even ap-
peared for a while that this bill was on
the path to a relatively smooth and
easy final passage.

But now our Republican colleagues
have signaled that they plan to let this
bipartisan legislation fall victim to
more obstruction. We could have
moved to the bill yesterday, but the
Republicans wouldn’t let us do that.
They forced us to spend more valuable
legislative time not legislating, not
trying to strengthen our country for
the American people but simply over-
coming procedural roadblocks that
have been thrown at us time after
time.
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