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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 6, 2008, at 10 a.m. 

House of Representatives 
MONDAY, MAY 5, 2008 

The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SERRANO). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
May 5, 2008. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOSÉ E. 
SERRANO to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

EMERGENCY FUNDING FOR THE 
WAR IN IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Despite the fact that 
America has been at war—we are in the 
sixth year in Iraq—the President is 
continuing to attempt to hide the true 
cost to the American people. He is ask-
ing Congress to declare an emergency 
to pay for the troops’ salaries, to pro-
vide them with body armor, ammuni-
tion, and other needs in the war. It is 

certainly not an emergency. It cer-
tainly could have been anticipated, 
particularly given the fact that he is so 
stubborn about not setting any plan to 
get the U.S. out of that quagmire. But, 
to add insult to injury, the President 
says the war in Iraq is an emergency, 
and $108 billion is what he wants to 
borrow but not a penny more for do-
mestic emergencies or needs; not a 
penny more, the President says. He 
will veto the bill if any of that money 
is spent here in the United States of 
America to help Americans’ suffering, 
high gas prices, to help my counties 
and schools that are losing their Fed-
eral money, to help fishermen who 
have been deprived of their living this 
year with emergency closures. Those 
aren’t emergencies in George Bush’s 
book, but the ongoing war in the sixth 
year in Iraq is. 

Unfortunately, it appears that the 
Democratic leaders of Congress are 
going to cave in to Bush’s strong- 
armed tactics and his unreasonable at-
titude, and will send him a bill that he 
can sign instead of putting forward 
Democratic priorities to the President: 
Extended unemployment benefits, a 
little bit of energy assistance for the 
American people who are suffering be-
cause they are being gouged by the oil 
and gas industry, my critical county 
and school payments, disaster assist-
ance for salmon fishers on the west 
coast, and others. They appear like 
they are ready to cave in to the Presi-
dent on this and send him a bill that he 
can sign. That’s wrong. 

As Democrats, we are here to defend 
the priorities and the needs of the 

American people. We know Bush is 
there for the corporations. We know he 
is there for his war in Iraq. Let’s dem-
onstrate that. Let’s send him a bill. 

Now, in terms of the county and 
school payments, the Republican Con-
gress and the Bush administration al-
lowed the law to expire. That has cre-
ated a crisis. Last year, we did get 
emergency spending despite Bush’s 
then veto threat to help the counties 
and schools through one more year as 
we worked on a longer term fix. In De-
cember, the House did pass a longer 
term fix. Unfortunately, since the Sen-
ate is not a democratic institution, 40 
Senators—40 Republican Senators— 
were able to strip the critical county 
and school funding out of that bill. So, 
again, we languish without authoriza-
tion for payments in the coming year. 

So this is an emergency. We are 
going to see counties that are very 
large, counties in my district almost 
the size of New England that are going 
to be deprived of sheriff’s patrols in 
rural areas. We are going to see jail 
beds closed and prisoners put out on 
the streets. We are going to see animal 
control ended. This is a crisis. These 
counties have no alternative. They are 
more than half-owned by the Federal 
Government. It is the Federal Govern-
ment’s policies that have brought them 
to this place. That was recognized by 
the former President as he put in place 
a plan to make up for the lost revenue 
from the changes in Federal policies. 

It is time for this administration to 
agree that those counties need some 
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