May 7, 2008

The fundamentally forthright busi-
ness philosophy of the Ready brothers
is truly impressive. They represent the
next generation of Maine lobstermen,
and as such they continue and share
the heritage of the State’s prized tradi-
tion. Through both Ready Seafood and
Catch a Piece of Maine, the brothers
have already taken great steps to doing
just that. I commend both Brendan and
John for their originality and dedica-
tion—and for garnering the U.S. Small
Business Administration’s Young En-
trepreneurs of the Year Award—and
wish them well in their extremely
bright futures.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his
secretaries.

——————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

——————

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
13338 OF MAY 11, 2004, WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE BLOCKING OF
PROPERTY OF CERTAIN PER-
SONS AND PROHIBITION OF EX-
PORTATION AND RE-EXPOR-
TATION OF CERTAIN GOODS TO
SYRIA—PM 46

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13338
of May 11, 2004, and expanded in scope
in HExecutive Order 13399 of April 25,
2006, and Executive Order 13460 of Feb-
ruary 13, 2008, authorizing the blocking
of property of certain persons and pro-
hibiting the exportation and re-expor-
tation of certain goods to Syria, is to
continue in effect beyond May 11, 2008.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The actions of the Government of
Syria in supporting terrorism, inter-
fering in Lebanon, pursuing weapons of
mass destruction and missile programs
including the recent revelation of il-
licit nuclear cooperation with North
Korea, and undermining U.S. and inter-
national efforts with respect to the sta-
bilization and reconstruction of Iraq
pose a continuing unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the
United States. For these reasons, I
have determined that it is necessary to
continue in effect the national emer-
gency declared with respect to this
threat and to maintain in force the
sanctions I have ordered to address this
national emergency.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 7, 2008.

———

REPORT ON THE PRINCIPAL
AGREEMENT AND ADMINISTRA-
TIVE ARRANGEMENT THAT HAS
BEEN ESTABLISHED BETWEEN
THE U.S. AND CZECH REPUBLIC
RELATIVE TO SOCIAL SECU-
RITY—PM 47

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance:

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the
Social Security Act, as amended by the
Social Security Amendments of 1977
(Public Law 95-216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)),
I transmit herewith the Agreement Be-
tween the United States of America
and the Czech Republic on Social Secu-
rity, which consists of two separate in-
struments: a principal agreement and
an administrative arrangement. The
Agreement was signed in Prague on
September 7, 2007.

The United States-Czech Republic
Agreement is similar in objective to
the social security agreements already
in force with Australia, Austria, Bel-
gium, Canada, Chile, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy,
Japan, Korea, Luxembourg, the Neth-
erlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Swe-
den, Switzerland, and the United King-
dom. Such bilateral agreements pro-
vide for limited coordination between
the United States and foreign social se-
curity systems to eliminate dual social
security coverage and taxation, and to
help prevent the lost benefit protection
that can occur when workers divide
their careers between two countries.
The United States-Czech Republic
Agreement contains all provisions
mandated by section 233 and other pro-
visions that I deem appropriate to
carry out the purposes of section 233,
pursuant to section 233(c)(4).

I also transmit for the information of
the Congress a report prepared by the
Social Security Administration ex-
plaining the key points of the Agree-
ment, along with a paragraph-by-para-
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graph explanation of the provisions of
the principal agreement and the re-
lated administrative arrangement. An-
nexed to this report is the report re-
quired by section 233(e)(1) of the Social
Security Act, which describes the ef-
fect of the Agreement on income and
expenditures of the U.S. Social Secu-
rity program and the number of indi-
viduals affected by the Agreement. The
Department of State and the Social Se-
curity  Administration have rec-
ommended the Agreement and related
documents to me.

I commend to the Congress the
United States-Czech Republic Social
Security Agreement and related docu-
ments.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 7, 2008.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:26 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, with an amendment, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

S. 2929. An act to temporarily extend the
programs under the Higher Education Act of
1965.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bill, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 36568. An act to amend the Foreign
Service Act of 1980 to permit rest and recu-
peration travel to United States territories
for members of the Foreign Service.

The message further announced that
the House has agreed to the following
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 317. Concurrent resolution
condemning the Burmese regime’s undemo-
cratic draft constitution and scheduled ref-
erendum.

————

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At T7:55 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 5919. An act to make technical correc-
tions regarding the Newborn, Screening
Saves Lives Act of 2007.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 36568. An act to amend the Foreign
Service Act of 1980 to permit rest and recu-
peration travel to United States territories
for members of the Foreign Service; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

The following concurrent resolution
was read, and referred as indicated:

H. Con. Res. 317. Condemning the Burmese
regime’s undemocratic draft constitution
and scheduled referendum; to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.
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