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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 82—SUPPORTING THE
LOCAL RADIO FREEDOM ACT

Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself, Mr. WICK-
ER, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. ALLARD, Mr.
NELSON of Nebraska, Ms. MURKOWSKI,
and Mr. WEBB) submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation:

S. CON. RES. 82

Whereas the United States enjoys broad-
casting and sound recording industries that
are the envy of the world, due to the sym-
biotic relationship that has existed among
these industries for many decades;

Whereas, for more than 80 years, Congress
has rejected repeated calls by the recording
industry to impose a performance fee on
local radio stations for simply playing music
on the radio and upsetting the mutually ben-
eficial relationship between local radio and
the recording industry;

Whereas local radio stations provide free
publicity and promotion to the recording in-
dustry and performers of music in the form
of radio air play, interviews with performers,
introduction of new performers, concert pro-
motions, and publicity that promotes the
sale of music, concert tickets, ring tones,
music videos, and associated merchandise;

Whereas Congress found that ‘‘the sale of
many sound recordings and the careers of
many performers benefited considerably
from airplay and other promotional activi-
ties provided by both noncommercial and ad-
vertiser-supported, free over-the-air broad-
casting”’;

Whereas local radio broadcasters provide
tens of thousands of hours of essential local
news and weather information during times
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of national emergencies and natural disas-
ters, such as September 11th and Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita, as well as public affairs
programming, sports, and hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars of time for public service an-
nouncements and local fund raising efforts
for worthy charitable causes, all of which are
jeopardized if local radio stations are forced
to divert revenues to pay for a new perform-
ance fee;

Whereas there are many thousands of local
radio stations that will suffer severe eco-
nomic hardship if any new performance fee is
imposed, as will many other small businesses
that play music including bars, restaurants,
retail establishments, sports and other en-
tertainment venues, shopping centers, and
transportation facilities; and

Whereas the hardship that would result
from a new performance fee would hurt
American businesses, and ultimately the
American consumers who rely on local radio
for news, weather, and entertainment, and
such a performance fee is not justified when
the current system has produced the most
prolific and innovative broadcasting, music,
and sound recording industries in the world:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress should
not impose any new performance fee, tax,
royalty, or other charge relating to the pub-
lic performance of sound recordings on a
local radio station for broadcasting sound re-
cordings over the air, or on any business for
such public performance of sound recordings.

———

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I

would like to announce for the infor-

———————
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mation of the Senate and the public
that the hearing scheduled before Sen-
ate Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, for Tuesday, May 13, 2008, at
9:45 a.m., will be held in room SD-366 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I would
like to announce that the Committee
on Indian Affairs will meet on Thurs-
day, May 15, at 9:30 a.m., in room 562 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building to
conduct a hearing.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, first, I
wish to ask unanimous consent that
Julia Ann Frudden and Shannon Sand-
ers of my staff be granted floor privi-
leges for the duration of today’s ses-
sion.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the floor privi-
leges be extended to Paul Hazlehurst
and Brian Kelliher, two detailees of my
staff, for the remainder of the 110th
Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

FOREIGN TRAVEL FINANCIAL REPORTS

In accordance with the appropriate provisions of law, the Secretary of the Senate herewith submits the following re-
ports for standing committees of the Senate, certan joint committees of the Congress, delegations and groups, and select
and special committees of the Senate, relating to expenses incurred in the performance of authorized foreign travel:

CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22
U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS FOR TRAVEL FROM JAN. 1 TO MAR. 31, 2008

Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency currency currency currency
Senator Daniel Inouye:
Won 700.00 700.00
Philippi Peso 452.80 452.80
Charles Houy:
Korea Won 700.00 700.00
Philippi Peso 452.80 452.80
Elizabeth Schmid:
Korea Won 700.00 700.00
Philippi Peso 452.80 452.80
Galen Fountain:
Brazil Real 244.00 244.00
Chile Peso 430.00 430.00
Peru Nuevo Sol 175.00 175.00
United States Dollar 9,584.30 9,584.30
Dianne Preece:
Brazil Real 244.00 244.00
Chile Peso 430.00 430.00
Peru Nuevo Sol 175.00 175.00
United States Dollar 9,584.30 9,584.30
Stacy McBride:
Brazil Real 244.00 244.00
Chile Peso 430.00 430.00
Peru Nuevo Sol 175.00 175.00
United States Dollar 9,584.30 9,584.30
Fitzhugh Elder:
Brazil Real 244.00 244.00
Chile Peso 430.00 430.00
Peru Nuevo Sol 175.00 175.00
United States Dollar 9,584.30 9,584.30
Warren Harper:
Brazil Real 244.00 244.00
Chile Peso 430.00 430.00
Peru Nuevo Sol 175.00 175.00
United States Dollar 9,584.30 9,584.30
Nikole M. Manatt:
Philippi Peso 405.00 405.00
Cambodia Dollar 252.00 252.00
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