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So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we each
remind ourselves that our own days in this
sunshine of life are also numbered and that all
too soon each one of us will walk from these
Chambers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our
human and our constitutional duty to protect
these, the least of our tiny, litle American
brothers and sisters from this murderous
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on
demand.

It is May 13, 2008, 12,895 days since Roe
versus Wade first stained the foundation of
this Nation with the blood of its own children,
this in the land of the free and the home of the
brave.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. GILCHREST)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GILCHREST addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
ENERGY INDEPENDENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, just a little while ago, we
voted to suspend the acquisition of pe-
troleum for the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve and for other purposes, a bill,
H.R. 6022, which is going to take about
70,000 barrels of oil a day that would be
going into the petroleum reserve and
put it into the market for Americans
to use in gasoline and other products.

It sounded very good and I voted for
it because it is one small step, if you
can call it a small step, in the right di-
rection, but it’s really not going to
solve the problem.

The problem we have is that the
United States is not energy inde-
pendent. We have been talking about
energy independence for the last 35 to
40 years, and we haven’t done anything
about it.

This House, and primarily the Demo-
crat party, is being held hostage by the
environmental lobby that won’t allow
us to drill in places like the ANWR in
Alaska. Alaska is three-and-a-half
times the size of Texas. It’s huge. I've
been up to Alaska. Drilling up there in
the ANWR isn’t going to hurt anybody
or anything. And I cannot understand
why we can’t get 1 million to 2 million
barrels of oil a day out of there that
would help the American people see the
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price of their gasoline and other fuel
products reduced dramatically.

We can’t drill off the continental
shelf, even 100 miles out, because of the
environmental lobby, and yet Fidel
Castro, and his brother Raul Castro, 90
miles off of the Florida shore, can drill
within 45 miles or 50 miles of the
United States of America and actually
drill into oil reserves that we have
down in that area. In other words, tak-
ing our oil reserves and pumping them
out of that area and into their coffers,
and they’re selling that under contract
to China, our oil reserves that we could
drill for down in the area between us
and Cuba.

We also have such dependency on the
Middle East it isn’t even funny. We
have dependency on Venezuela. One of
our chief adversaries now is the Presi-
dent of Venezuela, and he controls in
large part the price of oil and gasoline
in this country, as do the people in the
Middle East that have great oil re-
serves and are pumping it.

And it’s extremely important, in my
opinion, that we do something about
becoming energy independent. We talk
about it all the time. We talk about
moving toward other forms of energy
and I’'m for that, but it’s going to take
time for that transition to take place.
And in the meantime, the environ-
mental lobby is blocking us from drill-
ing in the ANWR, drilling offshore on
the continental shelf, and allowing our
enemies to make a huge profit at our
expense.

The gasoline prices that the Amer-
ican people are paying today is a direct
result of us caving in this country to
the environmental lobby year after
year after year. We could move dra-
matically toward energy independence
if we could just pass an energy bill that
would allow us to use our resources.

And we come to this floor and talk
about it all the time, and the American
people are getting a steady diet that
President Bush is responsible for the
high gas prices. That’s absolutely ab-
surd. The reason the gas prices are as
high as they are today is because we
can’t drill the oil out of our country
and get our reserves to the market so
that the gas prices can be reduced.

We can’t do it because the Demo-
cratic party primarily is caving in
after year after year to the environ-
mental lobby, and we can extract oil
out of the ANWR and off the conti-
nental shelf in an environmentally safe
way. So, if the people of this country
are really concerned about gas prices,
they ought to find where the fault real-
ly lies, and that is with this Congress
and the liberals who are controlled by
the environmental lobby and will not
allow us to drill to get the oil reserves
that we have in our country and off the
continental shelf.

It’s a tragic shame, and I just wish
the American people could get the in-
formation and the drive-by media, as
Mr. Limbaugh calls it, would report
the facts as they are. We have the abil-
ity to move toward energy independ-
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ence, and we don’t do it year after year
after year, and we continue to be de-
pendent on foreign oil. That’s one of
the main reasons why the price of gaso-
line is approaching $4 a gallon.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURGESS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker,
earlier a gentleman who addressed the
House talked about the issue of voter
fraud, and he was concerned about the
fact that there were States that were
actually trying to do something about
it using voter IDs in order to make
sure that the person who is at the polls
is, in fact, who they say they are.

Now, we may think that there is no
such thing as voter fraud. The fact is
that unfortunately there’s an enor-
mous amount of voter fraud. I recalled
as I was listening to the gentleman
speak on this issue, and I cannot re-
member now the county, but I remem-
ber hearing about a county that sent
out a notice to all of its citizens with
regard to being empaneled as jurors.
And of course, one of the questions
they asked on this is whether or not
you were a citizen, and if you checked
that, then you were not eligible to sit
on a jury.

Well, they then went and took the in-
formation apparently and looked at the
voter information rolls, and there were
hundreds of people that had identified
themselves as not citizens for the pur-
pose of serving on a jury because they
didn’t want to do that, because they
were not citizens and they were willing
to say so, and on the other hand, they
had registered to vote because they
also wanted to do that. That was okay
with them.

Of course, this is in just one par-
ticular county, and as I say, I can’t re-
call it now, but I just was thinking
about that as I heard him because
there are all kinds of things that are
happening throughout this country and
have been happening for a long time
that attack the whole concept of citi-
zenship.

We keep taking things away from
that idea of what it means to be a cit-
izen, bestowing these same privileges
on anyone who happens to be here.
Simply a resident, that’s all it takes
anymore.

There are cities, of course, that call
themselves sanctuary cities and allow
people who are not even legally present
in this country the ability to have all
kinds of services, to stay essentially
hidden from the authorities because
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