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As I said, Linda’s first love is the
classroom. But she is committed to se-
curing a quality education for every
child, not just those in her classroom,
and this has led her to activism in the
broader public and political arenas.
She was elected to the Iowa House of
Representatives in 1992 and served for 4
years as an outspoken champion of
quality public schools for all of Iowa’s
children.

As a teacher, Linda Nelson is a con-
summate professional, and she speaks
with that special authority that can
only come from decades of classroom
experience. She has been an association
president, a mentor, a leader, a legis-
lator. But of the many titles she has
worn during her long and distinguished
career, she prizes none more highly
than the simple title of ‘‘teacher.”

Linda Nelson is one of the many rea-
sons why Iowa public schools are
among the most respected and highest
achieving in the Nation. We are blessed
with an extraordinary cadre of talented
teachers, and this is a real point of
pride among Iowans. We honor our
teachers. We are grateful for their keen
minds and generous hearts. We appre-
ciate the long hours they devote to
their work—their service above and be-
yond the call of duty.

Linda Nelson has made a very real
difference for the good as president of
the Iowa State Education Association.
As she returns to Carter Lake, I join
with educators across Iowa in thanking
Linda for her service, and wishing her
the very best in the years ahead.e

——

IN HONOR OF DR. JERRY BEASLEY

e Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
we all know that college can be a won-
derful, eventful, and sometimes over-
whelming time in the life of a young
person. With new doors opening and a
plethora of choices ahead, the years
that young people devote to their col-
lege education shape the person they
grow to be. We should all hope that
when our loved ones set out on this
journey that they encounter role mod-
els and mentors like Dr. Jerry Beasley.
He has steered Concord University
since 1985, in which time he has had an
immeasurable impact on the institu-
tion and its students. In the time I
have been allotted, I cannot do justice
to the great service Dr. Beasley has
dedicated to Concord University, but
through the examples I can provide I
hope to at least honor these selected
accomplishments.

From the beginning of his career at
Concord, Dr. Beasley has embodied the
university’s mission of learning and
service. Traditionally, university presi-
dents hold elegant ceremonies and in-
auguration parties in order to cele-
brate themselves and their achieve-
ments before beginning work. Dr.
Beasley is not one of these presidents.
He preferred to donate the funds usu-
ally allocated for such ceremonies to
the support of student scholarships,
setting a precedent of selflessness he
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continued throughout his tenure. He
taught his students that giving and
service were the foundation of citizen-
ship, and renewing Concord’s commit-
ment to social responsibility.

As many of you know, access to tech-
nology is an issue of particular impor-
tance to me. I have committed myself
to the enhancement of technology re-
sources for students in West Virginia, a
commitment which Dr. Beasley and I
share. During his tenure as president
and thanks, in part, to his oversight,
the $13.9 million Rahall Technology
Center is now complete and open for
student use. Its 24-hour facilities pro-
vide students with access to tech-
nology ranging from high-speed inter-
net to computer science courses.

Our society today is becoming in-
creasingly dependent on technology. As
we become integrated into a global
marketplace, the values of knowledge
and service have become even more im-
portant. The expansion of our re-
sources and influence demands that we
all develop a greater understanding of
the world we live in and the people we
share it with. Under Dr. Beasley’s lead-
ership, Concord University has met
these challenges headon. The student
body has grown significantly reaching
an all-time peak enrollment of 3,055
students in the fall of 2001. The student
body has also become incredibly di-
verse, with representatives from 27
States, 22 countries, and the District of
Columbia. The diversity of faces and
backgrounds at Concord is also com-
plemented by a diverse range of study
abroad opportunities, with scholarships
available for study in Europe, South
America, and around the world.

Dr. Beasley not only enhanced the di-
versity of the Concord student body,
but also broadened the resources avail-
able on campus. Since the early 1930s, a
goal of an interfaith chapel has been
kept alive on the Concord campus, but,
for many years, the project was left un-
finished. Dr. Beasley has shepherded
the project, which is now nearing com-
pletion. The building will mark not
only the campus’s concern for multi-
cultural understanding, but also of Dr.
Beasley’s ambition to this end.

Concord University students can now
enjoy a wealth of opportunities with-
out fearing the exorbitant financial
burdens of education. Financial aid and
scholarships are now more available
than ever with more than 90 percent of
Concord’s students receiving some
form of educational assistance. Dr.
Beasley was instrumental in the effort
to bring programs such as the Bonner
Scholars program to campus.

What I admire the most about Dr.
Beasley, though, is his personal com-
mitment to public service, and the in-
spirational example he has set for his
children, his students, and all of us. He
has dedicated his career to improving
education, and for that we owe him our
sincerest thanks. Dr. Beasley, I am
very grateful for your contributions to
Concord University, and I wish you
well in a peaceful retirement.e
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STOWE WEEKEND OF HOPE

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, the
State of Vermont is proud of the people
in our state who organize the annual
Stowe Weekend of Hope, one of the
most inspiring and educational events
for cancer survivors in the TUnited
States.

“We believe that the Stowe Weekend
of Hope is unique, as it covers all can-
cers, reveals the generosity of an entire
community, and has enhanced the lives
of thousands of past attendees and
their loved ones,” said Jo Sabel
Courtney, the chair and cofounder of
the uplifting event. ‘‘Our mission,”’ she
explained, ‘‘is to inspire, educate, and
celebrate the lives of people living with
cancer.”

Altogether, some 900 participants
from 21 States, the U.S. Virgin Islands,
and Canada participated in this year’s
events presented by the Stowe Area As-
sociation and the Vermont Cancer Cen-
ter. The Stowe Area Association’s lodg-
ing properties donated 312 complimen-
tary rooms to cancer survivors and
their loved ones.

Jo Sabel Courtney would be the first
to tell you that making the weekend a
tremendous success is a team effort.
The Stowe Weekend of Hope Organizing
Committee she chairs includes Leslie
Anderson of Stowe; Trine Brink,
Stowe; David Cranmer, Shelburne;
Sandy Devine, Stowe; Jenn Ingersoll,
Burlington; Kimberly Luebbers, Bur-
lington; Kathleen McBeth, Stowe; Val-
erie Rochon, Stowe; Susan Rousselle,
Elmore; Terry Smith, Stowe, and emer-
itus member and cofounder, Patti
O’Brien, M.D.

We in Vermont are very proud of the
efforts that all of these people put into
organizing this annual event for the
education and enlightenment of cancer
patients, cancer survivors and their
families, and I have very much enjoyed
visiting with them over the last several
years.

This year’s participants in the Stowe
Weekend of Hope included people with
46 different cancers, people who are
confronting complex physical, emo-
tional, spiritual, and financial chal-
lenges.

Nationally renowned oncology spe-
cialists from around New England, as
well as leading oncologists and re-
searchers from the Vermont Cancer
Center, and the University of Vermont
and Fletcher Allen Health Care Divi-
sion of Hematology and Oncology were
present at this year’s eighth annual
Stowe Weekend of Hope to provide up-
to-date information to both the pa-
tients and their loved ones.

The weekend also included hands-on
workshops, informational and support
group gatherings, recreation opportu-
nities, inspirational music, ecumenical
services, motivational talks designed
to heighten the emotional experience
of healing and growth, and a time for
relaxation and reflection.

On Sunday morning, participants
gathered to dedicate the Flags of Hope
and Healing that they had created. The
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