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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 14, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Under Clause 2(g)
of Rule II of the Rules of the U.S. House of
Representatives, I herewith designate Ms.
Deborah M. Spriggs, Deputy Clerk and Mr.
Robert F. Reeves, Deputy Clerk, to sign any
and all papers and do all other acts for me
under the name of the Clerk of the House
which they would be authorized to do by vir-
tue of this designation, except such as are
provided by statute, in case of my temporary
absence or disability.

This designation shall remain in effect for
the 110th Congress or until modified by me.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———————

PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION OF S.
CON. RES. 70, CONCURRENT RES-
OLUTION ON THE BUDGET FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2009

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 1190 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1190

Resolved, That the House hereby (1) takes
from the Speaker’s table the concurrent res-
olution (S. Con. Res. 70) setting forth the
congressional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal year 2009 and includ-
ing the appropriate budgetary levels for fis-
cal years 2008 and 2010 through 2013, (2)
adopts an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of House Con-
current Resolution 312, as adopted by the
House, (3) adopts such Senate concurrent
resolution, as amended; (4) insists on its
amendment; and (5) requests a conference
with the Senate thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts is recog-
nized for 1 hour.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Washington, my very,
very good friend, Mr. HASTINGS. All
time yielded during consideration of
the rule is for debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCGOVERN. I ask unanimous
consent that all Members have 5 legis-
lative days within which to revise and
extend their remarks and insert extra-
neous materials into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 1190 provides for
the adoption of the Senate budget reso-
lution, S. Con. Res. 70, with an amend-
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ment consisting of the House-passed
budget resolution, H. Con. Res. 312. It
also provides that the House request a
conference with the Senate.

This rule simply allows the House to
move quickly and efficiently to a con-
ference on the budget resolution. Let
me be clear, the minority still has the
right to offer a motion to instruct con-
ferees, and they still have the ability
to defeat this rule, denying the oppor-
tunity to begin a conference on the
budget resolution.

It’s a simple and straightforward rule
that allows the House to do what the
American people sent us here to do,
legislate. The American people don’t
want the partisan infighting that is
being perpetrated by the minority in
this Chamber. Time after time the
American people have spoken, and
their voices are being heard loud and
clear. They want action, not disrup-
tion. They want us to do our job. And
this rule will allow us to do just that.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I want to thank my very,
very, very good friend from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for yielding me
the customary 30 minutes, and I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

(Mr. HASTINGS of Washington asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, this rule is redundant and to-
tally unnecessary. The House doesn’t
need to pass this rule to go to con-
ference with the Senate. Democrats al-
ready have all the power they need to
go to conference on the budget. The
Budget Committee chairman already
has the ability to make a motion to go
to conference, and a rule that this
House passed 2 months ago also pro-
vides that authority. We have already
done this with the rule, H. Res. 1036,
which my very, very, very good friend,
Mr. MCGOVERN, managed only a couple
of months ago. There is no reason for
the House to be considering this rule,
except perhaps one, Mr. Speaker, and
that’s so that the Democrat majority
can deny Republicans their rights as
the minority party.

Democrats are going to get their way
at the end of the day; majorities al-
ways do that. But in putting this rule
on the floor, Democrats are saying that
they needn’t even bother with respect-
ing minority rights. This rule exists
solely as an abuse of power.

Mr. Speaker, when Democrats won
control of the Congress in 2006, they
promised the American people that
they would run the most open and hon-
est House in history. They would seek
to work in a bipartisan manner. In-
stead of keeping that promise, the
Democrat majority has stooped to
depths and gone to extremes that no
previous majority in the House has
ever dared. When it comes time to
shutting down debate, silencing ideas,
restricting minority rights, ignoring
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rules they themselves wrote, and run-
ning the House in a top-down, shut-up,
sit-down manner, this Democrat major-
ity has no peer.

The Democrat promise to run the
most open, honest House in history has
been revealed as a hollow charade.
They have passed more closed rules
that block all amendments and debate
than any House in history. They wrote
new rules to prohibit votes from being
held open to change the vote’s out-
come, and then violated that rule time
after time. They passed new rules to
ensure House and Senate conference
committees are more open and public,
but instead they turn around and re-
treat even further behind closed doors.
They almost totally abandon even
holding conference committees.

Mr. Speaker, why is this rule sud-
denly on the House floor today? Why
the sudden interest of Democrats in
the House to go to conference with the
Senate on a budget? The House passed
their version of the budget on March
13. The Senate passed their version on
March 14. Today is May 14. Why didn’t
we g0 to conference 2 months ago?
Never mind, of course, that the law
sets April 15 as the deadline for Con-
gress to pass a final budget resolution.
The facts are that this House could and
should have gone to conference 2
months ago. But Democrats have in-
stead hid behind closed doors to nego-
tiate, bargain and cut deals to write a
final budget.

By reading media reports, Mr. Speak-
er, it appears the Democrat majority in
the House and Senate have reached a
final agreement on the final budget for
fiscal year 2009. That agreement will
apparently increase spending by bil-
lions of dollars and include the largest
tax increase in history. So now they
apparently are going to go to a phony
conference after all the true tax and
spend work has been done in secret.
Mr. Speaker, they aren’t doing this to
be more open and honest. They are
doing this to force through their plan
to massively increase taxes and in-
crease government spending.

Mr. Speaker, the news media also re-
ports that the Democrat majority has
abandoned another of their promises it
made to the American people when
they wrote the new law for the House
that is known as PAYGO. This is a rule
that was sought by the Blue Dog Demo-
crats. This rule places a blanket re-
quirement that any bill that lowers
taxes or increases spending must be
correspondingly offset. Under the se-
cret budget agreement, it appears that
the Democrat PAYGO rule was jetti-
soned.

Blue Dog Democrats have given up
on their rule and their PAYGO prin-
ciple. They traded an enforceable
House rule for a meaningless promise
from a Senator. It’s meaningless be-
cause everyone knows that this one
Senator will in all likelihood be over-
ridden by his Senate colleagues. Mr.
Speaker, one can respect my colleagues
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