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to promoting
search.

John Burness’s considerable talents are re-
flected in the many leadership positions he
has held in his field: director of the National
Association of College and University Busi-
ness Officers; chairman of the Consortium on
Financing Higher Education’s Public Issues
Committee; and co-chair of the Ad Hoc Tax
Group, a consortium of educational institutions
that monitors Federal tax policy. He has also
served on the Board of Directors of the Na-
tional Association of Independent Colleges
and Universities, the Committee on Institu-
tional Relations for the Council for Advance-
ment and Support of Education, and The Col-
lege Board’s Government Relations Advisory
Panel.

investments in scientific re-

| came to know John after his arrival at
Duke University in 1991. Over the years, we
have conferred and collaborated on a wide
range of policy and funding issues in higher
education as well as the special needs of Dur-
ham. During his time at Duke, he built an
award-winning news office and guided a well-
respected government relations operation. But
it was his tireless efforts in Durham that had
the most profound impact.

Under John’s leadership, the Duke-Durham
Neighborhood Partnership was created in
1996. This partnership has led to increased
home ownership, improved student achieve-
ment, and greater access to health care for
residents in several of Durham’s neighbor-
hoods. John was also the founding chairman
of the Board of Directors of the Durham Com-
munities in Schools dropout prevention pro-
gram, and he serves on the board of MDC, a
nonprofit organization located in Chapel Hill.
North Carolina, which seeks to expand oppor-
tunities, reduce poverty, and build inclusive
civic cultures in Southern communities.

Through his public endeavors and his be-
hind-the-scenes work, John’s efforts to im-
prove the quality of life for his fellow
Durhamites have touched countless citizens
and have earned him the respect of leaders
throughout the community. As a testament to
John’s dedication and achievements, the
science center at E.K. Powe Elementary
School in Durham has been rededicated as
the John F. Burness Science Center, and the
Duke University Board of Trustees has estab-
lished an endowment in John’s name to sup-
port collaboration between the Duke and Dur-
ham communities. | recently attended a retire-
ment reception for John in a community center
and was struck by the many tributes from
those whose lives and endeavors John has
touched.

It is thus with great pleasure that | congratu-
late John Burness for his outstanding contribu-
tions to the Nation’s system of higher edu-
cation, to Duke University, and to Durham,
North Carolina. My wife Lisa and | wish him
and Ann all the best in retirement, and in the
many activities they will still be engaged in as
active and caring members of the community.
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RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE
CONGRESSIONAL CLUB

SPEECH OF

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 2008

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to today to support House Resolution 1026.
recognizing the 100th Anniversary of the Con-
gressional Club. This non-political group pro-
motes friendship and cordiality in public life,
and brings the wives of Members of Congress
together in a warm and welcoming atmos-
phere in the Nation’s Capital. Not only does
this distinctive club build relationships between
the two political parties, but it also organizes
charity events and diplomatic receptions.
Every spring since 1912, the women gather to
host our First Ladies’ Luncheon, honoring our
First Lady and donating tens of thousands of
dollars to charities in her name. Many of the
club’s charitable recipients include mentoring
programs, literacy programs, the White House
library; youth dance troupes, domestic shel-
ters, and child care centers.

Fulfilling their own mission to encourage all
Americans to strive for greater friendship, civil-
ity, and generosity in order to heighten public
service, elevate the culture, and enrich hu-
manity; the women extend their hands globally
in friendship and goodwill by hosting an an-
nual diplomatic reception to entertain the
spouses of ambassadors to the United States.
The Congressional Club encourages all Ameri-
cans to seek out opportunities to give finan-
cially and to volunteer to assist charitable or-
ganizations in their own communities. Mr.
Speaker, today | would like to congratulate
and recognize these kind-hearted, strong, and
talented women in their efforts to promote the
greater good here at home and abroad. May
God bless these women and may the Con-
gressional Club continue in their friendship
and charitable efforts for many years to come.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 90TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF MAXWELL ME-
MORIAL LIBRARY OF CAMILLUS,
NEW YORK

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 20, 2008

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the 90th anniversary
of Maxwell Memorial Library in Camillus, New
York.

Founded in 1918, the Camillus Library As-
sociation began as the result of a public meet-
ing. Though the original library started with
only a few books in one room over a plumbing
shop, it soon grew under the leadership of li-
brarian Mary E. Maxwell. In its early years, the
library moved 4 times to accommodate its
growing collection of books.

In 1927, the Presbyterian Church of
Camillus was renovated to become the perma-
nent home of the library. Since its inception,
the Camillus Library has become an important
meeting place for the town, providing its pa-
trons with quality reading material for many
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years. With its central location, the Maxwell
Memorial Library has become a neighborhood
anchor and will be enjoyed by many for years
to cone.

The staff and volunteers of the Maxwell Me-
morial Library have always strived to provide
the best quality and selection of reading mate-
rial to the public, and | am proud to recognize
them here today. | congratulate Director Kath-
ryn Benson and the library’s dedicated staff—
both past and present—on reaching this mile-
stone. On behalf of the people of the 25th Dis-
trict of New York, | thank the Maxwell Memo-
rial Library for 90 years of service that has
been and will continue to be such a positive
asset to our community.

———

A PROCLAMATION HONORING THE
95TH ANNIVERSARY OF ERNEST
WARTHER’S PLIERS TREE

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 20, 2008

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, 2008 marks the 95th anniversary
of the carving of the remarkable Ernest
Warther’s Pliers Tree; and

Whereas, in 1933 the Pliers Tree was on
display at the Chicago World’s Fair; and

Whereas, the Pliers Tree remains on display
in the Warther Museum in Dover, Ohio today;
be it

Resolved that along with the residents of
the 18th Congressional District, | congratulate
the Ernest Warther’s Pliers Tree, for reaching
this milestone.

CONGRATULATING JEANNE
BOVARD, 2008 RECIPIENT OF THE
GOVERNOR ROBERT P. CASEY
MEDAL FOR A LIFETIME OF
SERVICE

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 20, 2008

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to ask you and my esteemed colleagues
in the House of Representatives to pay tribute
to Jeanne Bovard, recipient of the 2008 Gov-
ernor Robert P. Casey Medal for a Lifetime of
Service presented by the Neighborhood Hous-
ing Services of Lackawanna County, Pennsyl-
vania.

For more than a quarter of a century, the
NHS has faithfully served the greater north-
eastern Pennsylvania community by empow-
ering individuals and families through home
ownership, education and promotion, property
rehabilitation and affordable lending. This work
has resulted in thousands of educated home-
buyers, over a hundred improved properties
and millions of dollars worth of investment into
local neighborhoods.

NHS, as part of a national network of more
than 230 community-based nonprofit organiza-
tions in all 50 states, the District of Columbia
and Puerto Rico, has created home ownership
for lower income families, produced and man-
aged affordable, high-quality rental properties,
stemmed the tide of foreclosures that threaten
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to destabilize neighborhoods and local econo-
mies and helped to revitalize and strengthen
neighborhoods.

Named as a tribute to the late Pennsylvania
Gov. Robert P. Casey, this award is intended
to acknowledge the efforts of individuals who
have faithfully invested their time and talents
to the betterment of the quality of life in north-
eastern Pennsylvania and, equally as impor-
tantly, to allow others to learn from their serv-
ice.

Ms. Bovard is a special friend to north-
eastern Pennsylvania. As executive director of
the Scranton Area Foundation, she has pro-
vided dynamic leadership to an organization
that has served this community as a catalyst
for change and as a vital convener of diverse
groups passionate about community action.

Throughout her career, she has overseen
direct and measureable improvements to our
region’s health. education, arts, environment,
human services and civic affairs.

Although she consistently and humbly cred-
its the foundation for its remarkable success,
it is widely known that it is her own kindness,
intelligence, compassion and love for this
community that have been the key ingredients
to its amazing impact on our region.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Jeanne Bovard on this auspicious
occasion. Her example and commitment is an
inspiration to all whose lives she has touched.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO RON MASON
HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 20, 2008

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Madam Speaker,
| rise to honor the accomplishments of Ron
Mason as he retires after 29 years as a leader
at Michigan State University. | want to thank
Ron on behalf of those individuals who have
benefited from his time, contributions, and
dedication to world-class academics and ath-
letics.

Ron Mason’s Michigan State career began
with the 1979-80 season when he became
head coach of the Spartan hockey team. He
became a seven-time CCHA Coach of the
Year and led the Spartans to seven regular-
season league championships and 10 playoff
crowns. In 2001, the conference honored
Mason by renaming the CCHA playoff tro-
phy—The Mason Cup—in recognition of his
contributions to college hockey and the forma-
tion of the league as well as his success be-
hind the bench.

Considered one of the “Founding Fathers”
of the CCHA, Ron joined Bowling Green’s
Jack Vivian and St. Louis University’s Bill
Selman in establishing a “coaches’ league” in
1971. Among his many accomplishments in-
cluded an NCAA Championship at Michigan
State in 1986. His dedication to upholding the
values of sportsmanship and integrity at Michi-
gan State University, and his continued work
on behalf of the university and its community,
is a testament to his strength of character.

On March 18, 1994, a win over Bowling
Green established him as the winningest col-
lege hockey coach in history. In 2001-02,
Ron’s final campaign as the Spartan coach,
he recorded his unprecedented 900th win as
a college hockey coach with a victory over
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Ferris State (Oct. 20, 2001). In 2002, Ron was
introduced as the 16th athletic director in
Michigan State history. During his five-year
tenure, State athletic squads have captured |1
conference championships (regular season
and postseason combined) and one national
championship. In addition, MSU has been rep-
resented at the NCAA Championships 72
times, including Final Four/Frozen Four ap-
pearances by men’s basketball (2005), wom-
en’s basketball (2005), field hockey (2002 and
2004) and ice hockey (2007).

Ron is also active in a number of local orga-
nizations and charities. He recently completed
a 4-year term on the Sparrow Hospital Foun-
dation Board and has set up the Ron Mason
Fund for Kids that supports the Pediatric Re-
habilitation Department, which has raised
nearly $675,000 since 1998. He also served
as the honorary chairperson for the Children’s
Miracle Network, which has raised $19 million
over the last 19 years, and has worked with
the Coaches For Kids campaign, which has
raised $5.3 million in the last 7 years for a pe-
diatrics emergency room at Sparrow Hospital.
In addition, he served on the committee for
the broomball game for the Legal Eagles,
which benefited the Boys and Girls Club of
Lansing, and spent several years on the Lan-
sing Safety Council. Ron currently is a board
member for the Lansing Chamber of Com-
merce.

For all his career accomplishments, Ron
has been inducted into the Michigan Sports
Hall of Fame (1994), Lake Superior Sports
Hall of Fame (1996) and St. Lawrence Sports
Hall of Fame (1999). In addition, the American
Hockey Coaches Association honored him
with the John Machines Award for his out-
standing contributions to hockey in the spring
of 2003, and he received the Hobey Baker
Memorial Award Foundation’s 2004 “Legend
of Hockey” award in April 2004.

Therefore Madam Speaker, | ask our col-
leagues to join me in honoring Ron Mason’s
exceptional service to students, athletes, and
Michigan State University. May he know that
his nation is greatly appreciative of his dedica-
tion, and wishes him the best in all his future
endeavors.

——
MASTER SERGEANT BRIAN
CREMEANS HONORED WITH

ARMY SOLDIER’S MEDAL
HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 20, 2008

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Madam Speaker, It
was my distinct privilege this morning to par-
ticipate in ceremonies here at the Capitol to
honor Army MSG Sergeant Brian L. Cremeans
with the Soldier's Medal for heroism.

During a 2003 tour of duty in Afghanistan as
part of Operation Enduring Freedom, Master
Sergeant Cremeans, an explosive ordnance
disposal technician, was conducting a con-
trolled demolition of 4,000 pounds of high ex-
plosives that were captured from the Taliban
when he alertly realized that a fire ignited in
the demolition pit. Given the amount of explo-
sives, he realized that there was no time to
evacuate the area. Master Sergeant
Cremeans, without forethought for his own
safety, jumped into the demolition pit and
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quickly began covering the fire with dirt, extin-
guishing it before the entire cache of weapons
exploded. He then located the fire’s propellant,
scooped it into a canister and continued to
fight more small flash fires until they were all
extinguished. His actions saved the lives of 15
Afghans and 4 American soldiers who would
have been killed had he not taken those ex-
traordinary actions.

Madam Speaker, Master ~ Sergeant
Cremeans’s heroic actions were brought to my
attention by my constituent Army MAJ Zachary
Norsworthy of St. Petersburg, Florida, who
was with the unit at the time of this incident.
Having personally witnessed Master Sergeant
Cremeans’ quick thinking and actions, Major
Norsworthy nominated him for the Soldier's
Award, one of the Army’s highest noncombat
honors for valor. Unfortunately, the award
package was lost by the Army and when time
had passed with no action, Major Norsworthy
resubmitted the application but was told that
the two-year period for submitting an award
nomination had passed and it was too late to
resubmit. Major Norsworthy promptly con-
tacted me and | contacted the Secretary of the
Army who reviewed the case and quickly saw
that Master Sergeant Cremeans was deserv-
ing of this honor and ordered the awarding of
the medal.

This morning in my office, SMA Kenneth
Preston officiated as we presented Master
Sergeant Cremeans with this long-overdue
recognition. Following my remarks, | will sub-
mit for the benefit of my colleagues the Army
citation and Major Norsworthy’s narrative out-
lining the brave actions of Master Sergeant
Cremeans.

Madam Speaker, Master  Sergeant
Cremeans represents the best our Nation has
to offer. He volunteered to serve our Nation in
uniform and to protect our freedom and liberty.
He is now retired after 22 years of service to
the United States and to the Army. Please join
me in saying thank you to him for his actions
and his lifetime of service.

CITATION

To all who shall see these presents, greet-
ing: this is to certify that the President of
the United States of America, authorized by
act of Congress, July 2, 1926, has awarded the
Soldier’s Medal to (Then) Sergeant First
Class Brian L. Cremeans, United States
Army, for heroism on 6 May 2003 in
Meynemah, Afghanistan. Given under my
hand in the City of Washington on this 30th
day of October 2007.

REUBEN D. JONES,

the Adjutant General.
PETE GEREN,

Secretary of the Army.

The President of the United States of
America, authorized by an Act of Congress,
July 2, 1926, has awarded the Soldier’s Medal
to Sergeant First Class Brian L. Cremeans,
United States Army, for heroism: not involv-
ing actual conflict with an armed enemy on
6 May 2003, in Meynemah, Afghanistan. As
enemy munitions were being placed in a
demolition pit, Sergeant Cremeans saw a
glimpse of smoke billow from the pit. The
demolition pit was covered with approxi-
mately four inches of explosive propellant
(white phosphorous) at the base that, if ig-
nited, would detonate the 4000 pounds of high
explosives rigged for demolition. Without
hesitation, he immediately leapt onto the
side of the twenty-foot deep pit, which
caused dirt to smother the flame that had
begun to build. Sergeant Cremeans’ actions
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