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May 19, 2008, by the Passaic City Democratic 
Club for his exemplary work as a member of 
the Passaic City Democratic Club and County 
Committee. 

It is only fitting that he be honored in this, 
the permanent record of the greatest freely 
erected body on earth, for he has a long his-
tory of untiring effort in support of bettering his 
community through the Club and Committee. 

Joseph has always been a proud American, 
willing to do whatever was needed to defend 
and protect the freedoms and liberties that 
make this country so grand. He answered the 
call to serve our nation during World War II 
and did so nobly. 

Joseph is a lifelong Democrat, who was in-
troduced to the ideals of the party by his par-
ents. As his mother and father taught him, the 
guiding principle of the Democratic Party is to 
help others who have less than you do, and 
to improve the quality of life for all Americans. 
He was drawn to support the party of his par-
ents because of what it strove to accomplish. 

It was Joseph’s deep respect for the impor-
tance of civic involvement that led him to 
serve in an official capacity. When he went 
into the voting booth for the June 1988 pri-
mary election, he noticed that there was a 
blank space on the ballot. No one was running 
for the position of Male Democratic Com-
mitteeman in his district. He was disturbed by 
the fact that there was a job to be done for the 
party he believed in that was to go unfilled. He 
wrote his name in, won the election with that 
one vote, and has held the seat ever since, 
even winning against opponents in some of 
the races. 

Once he became part of the Passaic Demo-
cratic Organization, as well as the Passaic 
City Democratic Club, his hard work and dedi-
cation led him to be appointed and elected to 
various leadership positions. He served a 
number of terms as the Sergeant-at-Arms. He 
has served as the Publicity Chairman and Pro-
gram Coordinator since 1991. He served as 
Corresponding Secretary of the Club from 
1997 to 2001, and as the Treasurer of the 
Passaic City Democratic Committee from 1992 
to 1994. He has served as a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Club since 2002. 

Joseph is also an accomplished letter writer. 
He makes sure that his voice and the voices 
of Passaic’s Democrats are heard. He writes 
regularly to local, state and federal officials 
throughout the area as well as newspapers. 
He also expands his communications outside 
the area, to world leaders like the Secretary 
General of the United Nations, Ambassadors, 
and foreign heads of state. 

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
compares to learning about and recognizing 
the efforts of individuals like Joseph E. 
Hicswa. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, everyone associated with the Passaic 
City Democratic Club, all those whose lives 
have been touched by his work and his friend-
ship, and me in recognizing the outstanding 
and invaluable achievements of Mr. Joseph E. 
Hicswa. 

HONORING JOHN B. CHEEK OF 
HOMOSASSA, FLORIDA 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 21, 2008 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor a sol-
dier who fought bravely in one of the deadliest 
and decisive battles of the bulge. John B. 
Cheek, a resident of my district for the past 
twenty-six years and who lives in Homosassa, 
Florida, was born on August 7, 1923 in Olitic, 
Indiana. Following the entry of the United 
States in World War II, Mr. Cheek joined the 
military, where he served from 1943 to 1946 
in the United States Army. 

Mr. Cheek served as a technician 5th grade 
in the Battery B 556th Anti-Aircraft Artillery 
Automatic Weapons Battalion. It was in this 
position that he fought the axis powers as a 
lateral tracker on 40 caliber and 50 caliber 
machine guns in Rhineland and Central Eu-
rope. During his three-year tour of duty, Mr. 
Cheek earned several medals for his service, 
including the good conduct medal, the Amer-
ican Campaign Medal, the European African 
Eastern Campaign Medal, the WWII Victory 
Medal, the Honorable Service Lapel Pin, and 
the Honorable Discharge Button. 

A current resident of Homosassa, in Citrus 
County, Florida, Mr. Cheek has been married 
to Helen F. Goodwin for sixty-two years. He 
and his wife have three loving daughters, 
Carol, Sandra and Sue, one son, Ron, eight 
grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. 
Mr. Cheek has been a long-time member of 
the Disabled American Veterans and a proud 
member of the masons for many years, to this 
day remaining active in his community. 

Madam speaker, members of the greatest 
generation and brave veterans like Mr. Cheek 
pass on from this life each and every day. 
Having fought the enemy in Belgium, France 
& Germany, it wasn’t until recently that Mr. 
Cheek would discuss the war with his family 
and tell them how proud he was to have been 
a part of it. Like every soldier who has worn 
the uniform, Mr. Cheek feels honored to be an 
American that helped fight for all of our free-
doms and defeat the Germans in World War 
II. Now is the time for Congress to honor his 
memory and recognize his accomplishments 
on the field of battle. 

f 

HONORING MAYOR ROSCOE 
WARREN 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 21, 2008 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to acknowledge 
the work and accomplishments of a distin-
guished community leader, Roscoe Warren. 

Mayor Roscoe Warren served the citizens of 
Homestead, Florida as a public servant for 
over 26 years. From 1981 to 1989 he served 
as Councilman, from 1989 to 2001 he served 
as Vice Mayor and from 2001 to 2007 he 
served as Mayor of the City of Homestead. 
Additionally, he served the City of Homestead 
through his leadership as the City’s represent-

ative in many organizations including the Flor-
ida League of Cities, Miami-Dade County Of-
fice of Community and Economic Develop-
ment and the South Florida Water Manage-
ment District. 

Mayor Warren played a key role in bringing 
the City of Homestead out of the ruins of Hur-
ricane Andrew and helped make it what it is 
today: a thriving, growing community of over 
57,000 residents. His fundamental vision was 
to maintain Homestead’s unique identity and 
to remember those pioneers who paved the 
way as well as properly providing for future 
generations of Homestead residents. 

I am very grateful for Roscoe Warren’s con-
tribution to our community and honored to call 
him my friend. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MACKINAC ISLAND 
STATE PARK COMMISSION’S HIS-
TORICAL PRESERVATION AND 
MUSEUM PROGRAM 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 19, 2008 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of H. Con. Res. 
325, celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the 
Mackinac Island State Park Commission’s His-
torical Preservation and Museum Program. 
This program is of special importance to the 
people of my state as it has preserved 
Mackinac’s valuable history for generations to 
come. 

From Mackinac’s roots as an American Rev-
olutionary War post, a battleground during the 
War of 1812, and a Civil War prison, Mackinac 
has been an important site in shaping Amer-
ican history. It was the Historical Preservation 
and Museum Program which restored the re-
markable treasure of Fort Mackinac and 
opened its doors to eager and interested tour-
ists in 1958. Now for 50 years, visitors have 
been able to step back in time and experience 
the setting of the old Northwest and frontier. 

In addition to the undeniable preservation 
undertaken by the Mackinac Island State Park 
Commission’s Historical Preservation and Mu-
seum Program, I value the strong impact the 
program provides the tourism economy of 
Michigan. Mackinac is a tourist destination be-
cause of its beautiful scenery and captivating 
history, and has welcomed more than 10 mil-
lion visitors to the Mackinac State Historic 
Parks since 1958. 

The people of Michigan are blessed to con-
tinue to share stories from our state that 
shaped the nation. We recognize the vital role 
the Mackinac Island State Park Commission’s 
Historical Preservation and Museum Program 
has played in preserving our noteworthy his-
tory and conveying it in such an exciting way. 
The Commission’s restoration and reopening 
of Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse in 2004, 
which further added to the rich traditions en-
joyed on Michigan’s waterways, is another ex-
ample of history coming alive. 

For these reasons and more the Mackinac 
Island State Park Commission’s Historical 
Preservation and Museum Program deserves 
recognition for 50 years of preserving Michi-
gan history while working to make history ac-
cessible and engaging. 
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