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Conference of the House, | am submitting for
the RECORD the following information regard-
ing an earmark | requested, which was in-
cluded in the reported version of H.R. 5658,
the “Duncan Hunter National Defense Author-
ization Act”:

Requesting Member: Congressman DANA
ROHRABACHER (CA—46).

Bill Number: H.R. 5658, the “Duncan Hunter
National Defense Authorization Act.”

Account: Ap,A Aircraft Procurement, Army;
020 Utility Helicopter Mods.

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Army Na-
tional Guard Readiness Center.

Address of Requesting Entity: 111 S.
George Mason Drive, Arlington, VA 22204.

Description of Request: Provide $5 million
for helicopter modernization. The UH-60 Black
Hawk helicopter is an essential capability of
the National Guard. It provides units in every
State with a multi-mission aircraft for search &
rescue, utility lift, disaster relief and medical
evacuation. The Army National Guard (ARNG)
is authorized 782 Black Hawk aircraft, but is
short of this authorization by almost 100 air-
craft. This shortage requires ARNG units to
loan or transfer Black Hawks in support de-
ployments, training or State missions, resulting
in a higher usage rate of available airframes.
Additionally, more than 500 of the 782 Na-
tional Guard aircraft are older UH-60A mod-
els, with an average age of approximately 25
years. The Army is procuring over 1,200 UH—
60M Black Hawks for utility, special operations
and MEDEVAC missions to replace the aging
UH-60A from operational units by 2016. The
Army acquired 33 UH-60M Black Hawks by
the end of FY07, and from FY09 to FY13, the
Army plans to procure an additional 300 UH—
60M Black Hawks (70 of those aircraft are
programmed for ARNG units). However, with-
out an accelerated procurement of the UH-
60M, the Army National Guard will be oper-
ating more than 400 UH-60A helicopters be-
yond 2020. The ARNG and the Active Army
developed a program to support the continued
modernization of the ARNG Black Hawk fleet.
Unfortunately, this program is not fully funded.
The ARNG plan is to accelerate the fielding of
UH-60M Black Hawks by 10 aircraft per year.
Although the Active Army has programmed
UH-60A recapitalization for the ARNG with
Operations and Maintenance (O&M) funds,
which includes an airframe life extension,
fleet-wide product improvements and the re-
placement of components, the UH-60A to L
upgrade is not funded. The UH-60L Black
Hawk is more economical to operate and has
1,000 Ibs. of additional lift than the UH—60A.
The desired rate of UH-60A to L upgrades is
38 per year. Funding the UH-60A to L up-
grade will significantly improve the Black Hawk
fleet, and assure that ARNG units are ready,
deployable, and available to protect our na-
tional interests both abroad and at home. This
ARNG aviation initiative has been identified by
the Chief of the National Guard Bureau
(CNGB) as FY09 “Essential 10—Top 25” un-
funded priorities.
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HONORING MAYOR PAUL
GATTUSO, RECENTLY AP-
POINTED PRESIDENT OF THE
WEST CENTRAL MUNICIPAL CON-
FERENCE

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 5, 2008

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Paul Gattuso, the Mayor of the Vil-
lage of Westchester and an outstanding cit-
izen of lllinois’ Third Congressional District, for
his recent appointment as President of the
West Central Municipal Conference (WCMC)
in west suburban Cook County, lllinois.
Throughout his distinguished career, Mayor
Gattuso has served his community with excel-
lence and intelligence and | am pleased to
recognize this most recent of his many accom-
plishments.

Mayor Gattuso has a longstanding tradition
of service to his community. He has served
with distinction as the Mayor of Westchester
since 2005. Prior to his election, he spent 10
years as a Village Trustee. He also supports
a variety of local organizations, such as the
Kiwanis Club and the Westchester Chamber
of Commerce.

In addition to his dedicated service to the
community, Mayor Gattuso is a successful
businessman. He has owned and operated a
thriving restaurant, Pauls’s Pizza and Hot
Dogs, in Westchester for over 20 years. The
restaurant, a favorite among residents, proudly
sponsors numerous youth and athletic organi-
zations.

The West Central Municipal Conference is a
membership-supported association rep-
resenting 36 municipalities and one township
within west suburban Cook County. As Presi-
dent of the WCMC, Mayor Gattuso will use his
passion for helping people to assist the
WCMC in serving the needs of its various
communities and providing valuable services
to the citizens who work and live in the region.
| am confident that under his leadership the
WCMC will continue to be a successful council
of governments.

Mayor Gattuso is also a proud husband and
father. His son is studying pre-law at Mar-
quette University, while his daughter has a
wonderful career in design.

It is my great privilege to recognize Paul
Gattuso as he begins his term as President of
West Central Municipal Conference. His expe-
rience, knowledge, and commitment to the
community will undoubtedly contribute greatly
to a successful tenure.

——————

IN HONOR OF COMMAND SER-
GEANT MAJOR BRETT RANKERT

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 5, 2008

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Command Sergeant Major Brett Rankert
for his 25 years of service to the Nation as a
member of the United States Army. On behalf
of the whole House, | am honored to extend
to CSM Rankert and his family the gratitude of
the Congress and the American people for his
service on this occasion of his retirement.

June 5, 2008

| have had the great personal pleasure of
meeting CSM Rankert during his tour of duty
as the Presidio of Monterey Command Ser-
geant Major. | can say without reservation that
his performance in this position epitomizes the
very best of what military service should be—
smart, professional, selfless, and humane. He
has truly been an ambassador for the uni-
formed services in general, and the Army in
particular. My office has repeatedly worked
with CSM Rankert to help resolve problems
ranging from individual soldier concerns to the
frustrations of several elderly Presidio neigh-
bors over the ‘just outside the gate’ smoking
habits of certain DLI students. In every in-
stance of which | am aware, CSM Rankert has
helped to transform a situation from conflict to
resolution with grace, certainty, and a smile.

CSM Rankert is also a warrior—a soldier's
soldier. A native of South Bend, Indiana, he
first enlisted into the Army in 1983. CSM
Rankert’s leadership qualities, particularly his
attention to the soldiers in his care, led to a
succession of promotions and leadership posi-
tions, including Team Leader, Squad Leader,
Platoon Sergeant, First Sergeant, and ulti-
mately Command Sergeant Major. His assign-
ments included the 313th Military Intelligence
Battalion in support of the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion; the 102nd Military Intelligence Battalion
in support of the 2nd Infantry Division; and the
101st Military Intelligence Battalion serving as
the Bravo Company First Sergeant. Finally, |
should note that CSM Rankert never scored
below a perfect 300 on his annual physical fit-
ness test.

His military education included the Army Air-
borne Course, Basic Instructor Training
Course, Advanced Noncommissioned Officers
Course, First Sergeants Course, United States
Army Sergeants Major Academy, Command
Sergeants Major Designee Course, and the
Garrison Sergeants Major Course. He holds a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Liberal Arts
from Excelsior College, New York, and an As-
sociates of Applied Science Degree in Intel-
ligence Operations. CSM Rankert's Awards
and decorations include the Legion of Merit,
the Army Parachutist Badge, Meritorious Serv-
ice Medal (3rd OLC), Army Commendation
Medal (2nd OLC), Army Achievement Medal
(4th OLC), Kosovo Campaign Medal, Global
War on Terrorism Service Medal, Korean De-
fense Service Medal, NCO Professional De-
velopment Ribbon (4th Award), NATO Medal.

Madam Speaker, in closing, | want to em-
phasize the importance of military families in
the ultimate success of our military’s mission.
CSM Rankert's past and future success are
very much built on the support and partnership
of his wife Sharon and son Justin. | want to
thank them for their public service and wish
the Rankert family good luck and God’s speed
in the next chapter of their lives.

HONORING DENNIS LEMASTERS II
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 5, 2008

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Dennis Lemasters Il of
Platte City, Missouri. Dennis is a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest




		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-09T10:39:24-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




