H5180

Madam Speaker, cried and screamed as
they died, but because it was amniotic
fluid going over the vocal cords instead
of air, we couldn’t hear them.

All of them had at least four things
in common, Madam Speaker. First,
they were each just little babies who
had done nothing wrong to anyone; and
each one of them died a nameless and
lonely death; and each one of their
mothers, whether she realized it imme-
diately or not, will never quite be the
same; and all the gifts that these chil-
dren might have brought to humanity
are now lost forever.

And yet even in the glare of such
tragedy, this generation still clings to
a blind, invisible ignorance, while his-
tory repeats itself and our own silent
genocide mercilessly annihilates the
most helpless of all victims, those yet
unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it is time
for those of us in this Chamber to re-
mind ourselves of why we are really all
here. Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘The care
of human life and its happiness and not
its destruction is the chief and only ob-
jective of good government.”’

The phrase in the 14th Amendment
capsulizes our entire Constitution. It
says, ‘“No State shall deprive any per-
son of life, liberty or property without
due process of law.”’

Madam Speaker, protecting the lives
of our innocent citizens and their con-
stitutional rights is why we are all
here. The bedrock foundation of this
Republic is that clarion declaration of
the self-evident truth that all human
beings are created equal and endowed
by their creator with the inalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness. Every conflict and battle
our Nation has ever faced can be traced
to our core commitment to this self-
evident truth. It has made us the bea-
con of hope for the entire world,
Madam Speaker. It is truly who we are.

And yet today another day has
passed, and we in this body have failed
again to honor that commitment. We
have failed our sworn oath and our
God-given responsibility as we broke
faith with nearly 4,000 more innocent
American babies who died today with-
out the protection we should have
given them.

Madam Speaker, let me conclude in
the hope that perhaps someone new
who hears this Sunset Memorial will fi-
nally tonight embrace the truth that
abortion really does kill little babies,
that it hurts mothers in ways that we
can never express, and that 12,923 days
spent killing nearly 50 million children
in America is enough; and that the
America that rejected human slavery
and marched into Europe to arrest the
Nazi Holocaust is still courageous and
compassionate enough to find a better
way for mothers and their unborn ba-
bies than abortion on demand.

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we
each remind ourselves that our own
days in this Chamber and in this sun-
shine of life are also numbered, and all
too soon each one of us will walk from
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these doors for the very last time. And
if it should be that Congress is allowed
to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally
hear the cries of the innocent unborn
in our Nation. May that be the day
when we find the humanity, the cour-
age and the will to embrace together
our human and our constitutional duty
to protect these, the least of our tiny
little brothers and sisters in America
from this murderous scourge upon our
Nation called abortion on demand.

Madam Speaker, it is June 10, 2008,
12,923 days since Roe v. Wade first
stained the foundation of this Nation
with the blood of its own children. This
in the land of the free and the home of
the brave.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUNTER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HUNTER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———————

SOLVING THE CHALLENGE WITH
REGARD TO GAS PRICES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. PRICE) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I go home, as most Members
of Congress do, every weekend and talk
with constituents and try to get a
sense of what their concerns are and
make certain that we are representing
them responsibly here, and upon my
last visits home on the weekends over
the past 3 or 4 months, their concerns
are the concerns of Americans all
across this country, and that is the
concern of energy prices, of gas prices.
They aren’t just concerned, Madam
Speaker; they are mad. They are mad
because they see absolute and utter in-
action here in the United States Con-
gress. American values and American
vision dictates that we do all we can to
solve the challenge that we have before
us as it relates to gas prices.
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Four dollars a gallon, we hit that
mark over this past weekend.

I wonder what price per gallon it will
take to get this Democrat majority to
act, to work to increase supply. Is it $5
a gallon, $6 a gallon, is it $10 a gallon?
Will it happen then that this Democrat
majority will then allow this Congress
to vote on increasing supply?

Now, there are all sorts of things
that ought to be done. The kinds of
things that have been described by my
friend on the other side of the aisle are
appropriate, and we ought to do them.
I support, strongly, conservation. We
can do a lot more in the area of con-
servation and should incentivize con-
servation.

I support, strongly, finding that al-
ternative fuel and incentivizing genius
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of the American people to identify
what that is so that future generations
won’t be reliant on fossil fuel. But
right now, it’s imperative that we work
to increase supply.

This problem isn’t new. This distinc-
tion between folks on the Democrat
side of the aisle and the Republican
party on this side of the aisle isn’t new.
We have had vote after vote after vote
over the past 10 or 15 years on increas-
ing the supply of oil in this Nation, and
time after time after time our friends
on the other side of the aisle have not
risen to the occasion. You talk about
Alaska exploration, ANWR explo-
ration, House Republicans have sup-
ported that 91 percent of the time, 91
percent of House Republicans have sup-
ported Alaska exploration; Democrats,
86 percent have opposed it.

Jay Leno, I don’t know if you heard,
Jay Leno said Democrats right now say
that it will take 10 years if we explore
in Alaska to realize any new gasoline,
and then he said, that’s exactly what
they said 10 years ago.

It goes on and on. Coal-to-liquid
technology, 97 percent of Republicans
have supported coal-to-liquid tech-
nology, 78 percent of Democrats have
opposed coal-to-liquid technology. Oil-
shale exploration, every time it has
come up 97 percent of Republicans have
supported it; House Democrats, 86 per-
cent have opposed it. Deep-sea explo-
ration, House Republican support, 81
percent; House Democrats, 83 percent
opposed.

What about increasing refining ca-
pacity? House Republicans, 97 percent
support; House Democrats, 96 percent
opposed. So 91 percent, in summary, of
House Republicans, have historically
voted to increase the production of
American-made oil and gas and 86 per-
cent of House Democrats have histori-
cally voted against increasing the pro-
duction of American-made oil and gas.

It has been said that every other Na-
tion on Earth views their natural re-
sources as an economic asset. House
Democrats, this majority, believes that
natural resources in this land are an
environmental hazard.

What do we do? Well, I want to com-
mend Representative TiM WALBERG of
Michigan, who is leading the fight to
decrease gas prices. He has filed a dis-
charge petition on House Resolution
3089, which will increase refining con-
struction and capacity, boost alter-
native energy development, provide in-
centives to increase nuclear energy and
allow for environmentally friendly do-
mestic oil production.

I call on the Speaker, and I call on
the leadership of this House to bring
this commonsense bill to the floor.
These are real solutions for the Amer-
ican people, American energy for
Americans. It’s the American vision,
it’s the American values that are
across this land.

The American people understand and
appreciate the challenges we face.
They just can’t understand and appre-
ciate why this majority won’t act to
increase supply.
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