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HONORING MONROE BANK & 
TRUST ON THEIR ONE HUNDRED 
AND FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Monroe Bank & Trust as they cele-
brate their one hundred and fiftieth year serv-
ing the people in and around Monroe County, 
Michigan. 

One hundred and fifty years ago, Monroe 
Bank & Trust derived its humble origins from 
the courage of two innovative entrepreneurs 
who recognized the need for a place where 
community residents could safely keep their 
savings while also entering into a financial 
partnership to help them prosper. Beginning in 
the rear of a dry goods store, the focus of 
founders Benjamin Dansard and Louis 
LaFountain never waivered. Through many 
economic periods of boom and bust, the 
American Civil War, two World Wars and the 
Great Depression, MB&T has not only en-
dured, but flourished. 

Mr. Dansard and Mr. LaFountain understood 
the needs of the largely farming area and from 
a small space in the Dansard General Store, 
took on a major role in the progress ahead. 
Sound financial management has led MB&T to 
become one of the largest community banks 
in the State of Michigan; however, the legacy 
of Dansard and LaFountain is more than just 
numbers. It is a story of courage and hard 
work and just as in the year 1858, today’s 
team of professionals continues to provide 
service, convenience and the personal touch. 

MB&T’s contribution to the community goes 
far beyond the outstanding financial services 
they offer. Their charitable financial support of 
organizations such as the American Red 
Cross, United Way, Community Foundation of 
Monroe, the Guidance Center, the River Rai-
sin Center for the Arts and many others ex-
ceeds $200,000 annually. Additionally, with 
over 80 percent employee participation, 
MB&T’s ‘‘Employees Now Linked in Service 
Together’’ (ENLIST) program boasts over 
120,000 man-hours of volunteer support pro-
vided over its 20-plus-year history to nonprofit 
organizations. 

With great respect and admiration for this 
tremendous corporate citizen, I ask that you 
join me in recognizing the many contributions 
of Monroe Bank & Trust over the past 150 
years. 

f 

PASSENGER RAIL INVESTMENT 
AND IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 11, 2008 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 

consideration the bill (H.R. 6003) to reauthor-
ize Amtrak, and for other purposes: 

Mr. POE. Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of 
H.R. 6003 and commend the bipartisan lead-
ership of our House Transportation & Infra-
structure Committee for taking the first steps 
towards developing true high speed rail serv-
ice in America. This bill takes a historic step 
in the right direction towards developing addi-
tional transportation options for Americans 
faced with congested roads and airspace. It 
will also bring us up to par with European and 
Asian high speed rail networks. 

High speed rail will have ways of connecting 
people to their place of business, homes, and 
commercial centers in ways never thought 
imaginable. I especially support Section 503 of 
this bill which calls for a study that may con-
sider expanding the existing South Central 
Corridor that goes through Texas to include 
the greater Houston region. One day, it could 
be a reality that 70 percent of Texans, those 
who live in the greater Houston, Dallas, or 
San Antonio regions could commute reason-
ably, perhaps as quick as an hour and a half 
each way, between those cities to work, visit 
family, attend entertainment venues, sporting 
events, fairs, universities, museums, hospitals, 
and connect to international airports in ways 
often more timely and efficient than airline 
travel. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING EMERGENCY 
MANAGERS IN RUSH COUNTY 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commend and recognize the extraordinary 
contributions of emergency management, dis-
aster response, and recovery personnel as 
well as elected officials and community lead-
ers in my district devastated by the recent se-
vere weather in Indiana. 

I wish particularly to honor these out-
standing individuals in Rush County: 1. Mike 
Ooley, Director, Emergency Management 
Agency; 2. Jeff Sherwood, Sheriff; 3. Brad 
Smith, CEO, Rush Memorial Hospital; 4. Merv 
Bostic, Mayor, Rushville. 

These areas suffered greatly from torna-
does, heavy rains and flooding, creating a ca-
tastrophe that awaits a presidential response. 
But the catastrophe did not await the efforts of 
these individuals. And in response, they went 
above and beyond the call of duty, showing 
great poise while saving many lives and serv-
ing the people of their communities. 

I also commend Governor Mitch Daniels 
and the many State government authorities 
who have been so instrumental in leading the 
State through this crisis. I strongly support In-
diana’s three requests for Federal aid and 
renew my request to the President of the 
United States, the Federal Emergency Man-

agement Agency, and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture to act promptly, make assess-
ments, and declare an expedited major dis-
aster for all 44 counties in the State of Indiana 
affected by the severe weather. 

We need to speed the necessary relief to 
the families who have fallen victim to Mother 
Nature’s fury and extend full Federal assist-
ance to Hoosier families, businesses and 
farms to include direct assistance to individ-
uals, Small Business Administration Disaster 
Loans and emergency assistance loans from 
the Farm Service Agency. 

Madam Speaker, Hoosier families and com-
munities are hurting and need to know that 
help is on the way. I urge this Administration 
and my colleagues to focus their attention on 
this urgent Midwestern need for emergency 
relief. 

f 

MAJOR CAESAR CITIVELLA HON-
ORED WITH BULL SIMONS 
AWARD 

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Retired Army MAJ Caesar 
J. Citivella, of St. Petersburg, Florida, for re-
ceiving the Bull Simons Award for a lifetime of 
Special Operations Forces achievements. 

The Bull Simons Award is given to those 
who have made significant contributions and 
demonstrated steadfast support for Special 
Operations Forces. Recipients must hold the 
highest ethical standards and embody the 
spirit, values, and skills of a special operations 
warrior. Major Citivella has demonstrated all of 
these. 

Starting in the Army, Major Citivella joined 
the Office of Strategic Services in 1943, where 
he parachuted behind enemy lines in France 
and Italy, earning him a Bronze Star as well 
as U.S. and foreign unit awards. 

Next, Major Citivella served with the 82nd 
Airborne Division and was one of the first pio-
neers selected for the Special Forces Depart-
ment at the Psychological Warfare Center and 
School, where he wrote doctrine, tactics, tech-
niques, procedure, lesson plans, and taught 
the first Special Forces classes. He then 
joined the 77th Special Forces Group, before 
transferring to the 10th Special Forces Group, 
where he helped run escape and evasion, and 
unconventional warfare exercises in Bad Tölz, 
Germany. 

In 1961 and ’62 Major Citivella trained and 
organized irregular indigenous forces in South 
Vietnam. He retired from military service at Ft. 
Bragg on the 31st of August, 1964, joining the 
Central Intelligence Agency the next day. 

Major Citivella completed two tours of duty 
in Vietnam with the CIA and received acco-
lades for the valuable intelligence he provided 
on enemy intentions. In 1976 Major Citivella 
became the CIA liaison officer to the Pentagon 
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for Special Operations. He provided key sup-
port for Operation Eagle Claw, America’s mili-
tary response to the Iran hostage crisis. Major 
Citivella retired from the CIA on August 31, 
1983, and was awarded the CIA’s Intelligence 
Medal of Merit. 

Major Citivella continues to be involved in 
the Special Operations community as an ac-
tive member of the OSS Society and the Spe-
cial Forces Association. 

Madam Speaker, Major Citivella represents 
the best our Nation has to offer. He continues 
to serve our Nation in and out of uniform to 
protect our freedom and liberty as he has for 
the past 65 years. Please join me in saying 
thank you to him for his actions and his life-
time of services. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I was unable to 
be present for votes on June 9 or 10. For the 
information of my constituents and my col-
leagues, I want the RECORD to reflect how I 
would have voted on the following votes I 
missed. 

On rollcall 388, on H. Res. 1255 expressing 
support for designation of June 2008 as Na-
tional Safety Month, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 389, on H. Res. 1243 expressing 
the immeasurable contributions of fathers in 
healthy development of children, supporting 
responsible fatherhood, and encouraging 
greater involvement of fathers in the lives of 
their children, especially on Father’s Day, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 390, on H. Res. 127 recognizing 
and celebrating the 50th anniversary of the 
entry of Alaska into the Union as the 49th 
State, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 391, ordering the previous ques-
tion on H. Res. 1253, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 392, on agreeing to H. Res. 1253 
the rule providing for consideration of the Pas-
senger Rail Investment and Improvement Act 
for 2008, H.R. 6003, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 393, on H.R. 6028 the Merida Ini-
tiative to Combat Illicit Narcotics and Reduce 
Organized Crime Authorization Act, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 394, on H. Res. 1063 marking 
the 225th anniversary of the treaty of Paris of 
1783, which ended the Revolutionary War, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 395, on H. Con. Res. 318 sup-
porting the goals and ideals of the Inter-
national Year of Sanitation, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 396, on H. Con Res. 336 hon-
oring the sacrifices and contributions made by 
disabled American veterans, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF EDWARDS LIFESCI-
ENCES CORPORATION 

HON. JOHN CAMPBELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to congratulate Edwards 
Lifesciences Corporation on their 50th anniver-
sary. Edwards Lifesciences is a leader in car-
diovascular disease treatments and I am 
proud to recognize them on this occasion. 

Edwards Lifesciences Corporation traces its 
roots back to 1958, when Miles ‘‘Lowell’’ Ed-
wards set out to build the first artificial heart. 
Throughout its 50-year history, the company 
has continued its legacy of heart valve innova-
tion. Today, the company’s line of tissue heart 
valves, provided under the Carpentier-Ed-
wards brand name, have become the choice 
of surgeons worldwide due to their durability, 
performance and positive quality-of-life bene-
fits for patients, making Edwards Lifesciences 
the world’s number-one heart valve company. 

From its success in replacement valve 
therapies, Edwards Lifesciences applied this 
experience to developing products for heart 
valve repair. Today, the company is one of the 
world’s leading manufacturers of products for 
the surgical repair procedure—called annulo-
plasty—and its Carpentier-Edwards and Cos-
grove-Edwards annuloplasty products are 
among the most sought-after by surgeons 
around the globe. 

In addition to its heart valve therapies, the 
Edwards organization is credited with pio-
neering many other medical innovations, in-
cluding the Swan-Ganz catheter, the first tech-
nology ever used for hemodynamic monitoring 
of critically ill patients, and the Fogarty line of 
embolectomy catheters, the first catheter- 
based technologies used to remove blood 
clots from the arms and legs. 

In 2004, the Edwards Lifesciences Fund 
was established out of the company’s commit-
ment to strengthen its communities and to 
support advancements in cardiovascular dis-
ease awareness and knowledge. The fund has 
already awarded approximately $5 million in 
grants to 115 charitable organizations. 

I am pleased the original vision of Lowell 
Edwards continues today. Edwards Lifesci-
ences is a global company with revenues ex-
ceeding $1 billion and 5,600 employees 
strong, all dedicated to furthering Lowell Ed-
wards’ original vision to help clinicians, pa-
tients and their families work together as a 
united community fighting cardiovascular dis-
ease. 

Madam Speaker I would like to congratulate 
Edwards Lifesciences on their 50 years. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PETER B. RAMOS 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I stand here 
today to honor a dedicated civic leader, loyal 
friend, loving father and husband, adoring 
grandfather and doting great-grandfather— 
Peter B. Ramos. 

Born in El Paso, Texas, Pete moved to San 
Bernardino, California where he grew up to 
become a longstanding member of the com-
munity, including his participation at San Sal-
vador Church in Colton and Sacred Heart 
Church in Palm Dessert. 

After graduating from San Bernardino High 
School in 1955, Pete proudly served in the 
U.S. Army and was stationed in Germany until 
1958. Returning to San Bernardino, Pete was 
hired by the San Bernardino Unified School 
District, remaining a devoted employee for 
thirty years. 

In 1973, Pete was an instrumental founding 
member of the GENTS Organization, a com-
munity-based association whose purpose is di-
rected at helping today’s youth become tomor-
row’s leaders. The leadership of Pete within 
the GENTS Organization has contributed to 
it’s successful fundraising events, generating 
thousands of dollars in scholarships, donations 
to charitable organizations and the sponsor-
ship of sports activities for the youth. 

In addition to his service to the San 
Bernardino Unified School District, Pete was 
also a part-time employee of the San 
Bernardino Golf Club. An avid golf player, his 
fervent passion for both the sport and the 
community was demonstrated by all of the golf 
clubs he helped establish. These include the 
Gents Golf Association, San Bernardino Coun-
ty Twilight Golf League, Golf Buddies, Colton 
Golf Club, and San Bernardino Golf Club. 

Pete was an empowering leader within the 
San Bernardino community, an excellent role 
model who set his sights on helping others 
have a better life. He lived by example, saying 
to me, ‘‘Joe, you can change life and attitudes 
by believing and giving others a chance.’’ 

Having always enjoyed his company on the 
green, he was also a strong supporter of my 
political endeavors. More then anything, Pete 
was a true friend to my family and I, especially 
in his great support of my sons, City Council-
man Joe Baca Jr. and Jeremy Baca. 

Pete is survived by his wife of 49 years, 
Helen Ramos, former City Councilwoman, 
whom he deeply loved. Pete is also survived 
by his daughter, Roseanne Reyes; his son, 
Armando; grandchildren, Raylene Soto, 
Leandra Soto, Bree Reyes, Michael Reyes; 
great-grandchild, Noelle Tavie; his sisters, 
Connie Hernandez, Lucy Zamora; brothers, 
Louis, Daniel, Joe; and many nieces, nephews 
and godchildren. 

Let us take a moment to remember this 
great man and his admirable dedication to in-
stilling positive change and leading an exem-
plary life, one in whose footsteps we all hope 
to follow. The thoughts and prayers of my wife 
Barbara, my family and I are with his family at 
this time. 

God Bless Pete Ramos for love of country 
and mankind. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SAN MATEO 
CITY MANAGER ARNE CROCE 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I rise to ex-
press my deep appreciation and gratitude for 
the exemplary service to the City of San 
Mateo by Arne Croce, who is retiring as City 
Manager after 18 exemplary years. 
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Arne Croce has consistently impressed all 

who worked with him in his role as City Man-
ager. During his tenure and through his ef-
forts, San Mateo has continued to evolve and 
advance. In recent years, the city has added 
a new train station, state-of-the-art downtown 
movie theater, a fully-interactive new library, 
and will soon cut the ribbon on a true 21st 
century police station. Arne also oversees a 
program that provides scholarships to students 
pursuing studies in local government. His un-
ceasing dedication to finding fresh, innovative 
ideas was a powerful force in keeping San 
Mateo solvent and thriving during economic 
hardships. 

Madam Speaker, Arne Croce has served 
not only his city, but all of California as the 
dean of city managers. In this role he has 
been a bulldog when fighting for cities and a 
stellar role model for anyone considering a ca-
reer in municipal government. 

Arne is one of our best and brightest, a 
graduate of the University of California at 
Berkeley, where he earned his MBA by at-
tending night school. He worked for the Legis-
lative Analyst in Sacramento, the Sacramento 
Area Council of Governments and the City of 
Visalia, where he held the positions of Solid 
Waste Manager, Director of Transportation 
and Deputy City Manager. In 1984, he be-
came City Manager of Los Altos and in 1990, 
assumed the same job in San Mateo. 

All who know Arne regret that he is leaving, 
especially me, but local government’s loss is 
the world’s gain. His passion for service and 
commitment to helping people is not retiring. 
Arne wants to help teach developing countries 
the finer points of local government and devel-
oping citizen participation. He also plans to re-
locate to a village in Tanzania to work on re-
storing the local ecosystem with a reforest-
ation project. 

Madam Speaker, it is this dedication, this 
drive to act and think both locally and globally, 
that has earned Arne Croce such widespread 
respect and admiration. He will be missed in 
San Mateo and throughout the 12th Congres-
sional District. Even those who’ve never met 
Arne are forever in his debt. 

f 

HONORING MONSIGNOR JOHN 
BRENKLE OF NAPA COUNTY, 
CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Monsignor 
John Brenkle on the occasion of the 50th an-
niversary of his ordination. Monsignor Brenkle 
has been a pillar of the community in my 
hometown, St. Helena, California, for 25 
years. 

Monsignor Brenkle has had a long and dis-
tinguished career in the church. He attended 
St. Patrick’s Seminary in Menlo Park, Cali-
fornia, and was ordained on June 14, 1958 
through the Archdiocese of San Francisco. He 
received his Doctorate in Canon Law from The 
Catholic University of America in 1962. He 
served as Chancellor of the Diocese in Santa 
Rosa until 1971, followed by two years of 
teaching in Zambia. He came to the Napa Val-
ley in 1979 as Parish Administrator at Our 

Lady of Perpetual Health in Calistoga before 
being assigned as Pastor of St. Helena Catho-
lic Church in 1983, where he has been ever 
since. 

Monsignor Brenkle stands out in the larger 
Napa Valley community as an example of the 
best aspects of his faith. He serves on numer-
ous local boards, including Catholic Charities, 
the Board of Directors of Justin-Siena High 
School, Catholic Community Foundation, 
Community Foundation of Napa Valley, Cali-
fornia Human Development Corporation and 
the St. Helena Mayor’s Multi-cultural Com-
mittee. 

Monsignor Brenkle never fails to answer the 
call for the working poor and less fortunate in 
our community. He is a champion for Napa 
Valley farm workers and low-income individ-
uals. He was a driving force to create a suc-
cessful farm worker program for day laborers, 
and helped establish low income housing at 
three major sites in the Valley. Father Brenkle 
also founded a Hispanic Scholarship Program 
which has raised tens of thousands of dollars 
over the years. Father Brenkle continues to be 
a significant advocate for worker’s rights and 
social justice, particularly in hospitals and 
vineyards throughout the region. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, it is my 
distinct pleasure to congratulate Monsignor 
John Brenkle for his 50 years of service to the 
Catholic Church and the people around him, 
and to thank him for his innumerable contribu-
tions to our community. I join all those whose 
lives he has touched in wishing him many 
more years of fulfillment. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO TENNYSON HIGH 
SCHOOL’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the fiftieth Anniversary of Tenny-
son High School, located in Hayward, Cali-
fornia. On June 7th, students, staff and alumni 
gathered at the school to celebrate this mile-
stone anniversary. 

‘‘Be proud to be a Tennyson Lancer’’ is the 
message educators passed along to current 
students at Tennyson High. ‘‘Many former stu-
dents take pride and have so much respect for 
their alma mater and we want that to tran-
scend into today’s student,’’ activities director 
Monique Walton said in commemoration of the 
fiftieth anniversary. 

Alumni were on hand for the event, which 
featured acknowledgements of the ten-, twen-
ty-, thirty-, and forty-year reunions, recognition 
of sports championships and an alumni- 
versus-students skills competition. 

Staff and former campus educators were 
also honored during the dedication ceremony 
for those who have made an impact on the 
school community. Norm Prince, a former foot-
ball coach, and Victor Serrano, a former soc-
cer coach who now serves as the school’s 
technology coordinator, had the multi-use ath-
letic field named after them. 

Paula Banchero, who began her teaching 
career at Tennyson before becoming a long-
time administrator, was also honored with the 
school’s administrative hall being named 
Paula Banchero Way. Banchero spent nearly 

40 years at Tennyson High School before 
being transferred to another school. 

Teacher Dan Morrison, who helped organize 
the fiftieth anniversary celebration, hopes this 
celebratory event will help lay the groundwork 
for an alumni association. The goal of the 
alumni association is to assist Tennyson stu-
dents in fundraising for sports programs, band, 
and other programs. 

I extend my heartiest congratulations to all 
who have contributed to the success of Ten-
nyson High School since its opening in 1958 
and I send my best wishes to all who continue 
to work for the well being of Tennyson stu-
dents. 

f 

41ST ANNIVERSARY OF LOVING V. 
VIRGINIA 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to commemorate a milestone in the 
struggle for equality and civil rights. On this 
day 41 years ago, the Supreme Court ruled 
that the United States would no longer allow 
race-based restrictions on marriage to deprive 
Americans of their rights. Today, on the anni-
versary of the Supreme Court’s decision in 
Loving v. Virginia, we are once again re-
minded that America is a place of equality and 
freedom. 

As an interracial couple, Mildred and Rich-
ard Loving challenged laws in effect in Virginia 
and 15 other states which prohibited interracial 
marriage. On June 12, 1967 the Supreme 
Court recognized the merits of Mr. and Mrs. 
Loving’s claims and overturned all race-based 
restrictions on marriage. 

The Court ruled unanimously that Virginia’s 
prohibition against interracial marriage violated 
both the Due Process Clause and the Equal 
Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amend-
ment. In its decision, the Court held that, ‘‘The 
Fourteenth Amendment requires that the free-
dom of choice to marry not be restricted by in-
vidious racial discrimination. Under our Con-
stitution, the freedom to marry, or not marry, 
a person of another race resides with the indi-
vidual and cannot be infringed by the State.’’ 

On this day, I would like to celebrate the 
lives and audacity of both Mr. and Mrs. Lov-
ing, whose vision paved the way for a freer 
and more colorblind society in America. Rich-
ard Loving died in a car accident in 1975 and 
we lost Mildred Loving to pneumonia only last 
month. It is the courage and the spirit of the 
Lovings and others like them that continue to 
give us hope that Americans from all walks of 
life will be free from discrimination. 

There have been recent efforts in Congress 
to strip the courts of jurisdiction by legislative 
means. This is ill-advisable and I hope the ex-
ample of Loving v. Virginia serves as a re-
minder to us all that this is a precarious path. 
Should the Court have been stripped of juris-
diction to hear this case, as some have pro-
posed for certain controversial issues, this 
landmark case would have never been pos-
sible. What was once highly controversial is 
now accepted as commonplace thanks to 
those judges who were, at the time, dispar-
aged for being ‘‘activist judges’’. Today we are 
a better, stronger and fairer nation thanks to 
their jurisprudence. 
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I would also like to pay tribute to a col-

league and friend who played an integral part 
in the Loving v. Virginia case. I had the honor 
of serving with Attorney Bernard S. Cohen in 
the Virginia House of Delegates for 3 years. 
As Mr. and Mrs. Loving’s attorney, Mr. Cohen 
worked tirelessly for the protection of the Four-
teenth Amendment, and I think it is appro-
priate to recognize him for all of his efforts and 
his commitment to civil rights. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
with me in remembering this historic case, and 
urge our nation to keep in mind the equality 
and freedom for which the Court’s decision 
stands. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LOUISE BOTZEK FOR 
EXTRAORDINARY SERVICE AT 
THE ST. CLOUD VA MEDICAL 
CENTER 

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor one of my constituents, a true commu-
nity servant, Ms. Louise Botzek. 

Ms. Botzek has volunteered at the St. Cloud 
VA Medical Center for over 30 years, totaling 
more than 5,000 hours of service. As a wife 
and sister of men who served in our Nation’s 
armed forces, Ms. Botzek has made it a pri-
ority to give her time to those who have fought 
to protect our Nation’s freedom. 

While at the VA Medical Center, Ms. Botzek 
plays card games with the patients and trans-
ports them to medical appointments and chap-
el services. Her dedication to service has 
made a difference in the lives of many treated 
at the Center. A simple task like taking some-
one outside to enjoy the weather makes a 
world of difference to these veterans. 

Our Nation’s heroes sacrificed their comforts 
and safety so that Americans can enjoy their 
continued freedoms. For their great efforts, 
veterans deserve much from the American 
people. It’s efforts like those of Ms. Botzek 
that truly show our appreciation for these he-
roes. 

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to recognize 
and congratulate Ms. Louise Botzek for her 
exemplary service to our Nation’s heroes. The 
time that she has sacrificed to serve the mili-
tary men and women of our great state of Min-
nesota will not be forgotten. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, I was not 
present on June 4, 2008. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on the following roll-
call votes: rollcall 370, rollcall 371, rollcall 372, 
rollcall 373, rollcall 374, rollcall 375, rollcall 
376, and rollcall 377. 

I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on the following: 
rollcall 378 and rollcall 379. 

HONORING EVAN MILLER 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate and express my pride in 
former staffer Evan Miller upon her graduation, 
magna cum laude, from the T.C. Williams 
School of Law at the University of Richmond. 

Ms. Miller grew up in Sanger, California, 
and graduated from Sanger High School in 
1998. She attended University of California, 
San Diego, and, upon graduation in 2002, 
worked closely with constituents in my Fresno 
district office from July through December 
2002. Ms. Miller then moved to Washington, 
DC, and served as staff assistant, administra-
tive assistant, and legislative assistant, and 
left to attend law school at the University of 
Richmond in 2005. 

Ms. Miller contributed to the office through 
her legislative work in the areas of health 
care, transportation, appropriations, education, 
and judiciary issues. In addition to legislative 
responsibilities, Ms. Miller was active in the 
California State Society and was crowned the 
Cherry Blossom Princess for the 19th district 
of California in the annual Cherry Blossom 
Festival competition. 

Ms. Miller was an extremely active member 
of her law school class and received many ac-
colades and honors due to her diligence, intel-
lect, and enthusiasm. She was the editor-in- 
chief of the University of Richmond Law Re-
view, and a member of the Honor Council, 
McNeill Law Society, and Christian Legal Fel-
lowship. In addition, she served as the Univer-
sity of Richmond Federalist Society Vice 
President. Another significant accomplishment 
by Ms. Miller included being one of two win-
ners in the 2006 Carrico Moot Court Competi-
tion. 

At her May 2008 graduation, Ms. Miller re-
ceived the Charles T. Norman Award, given to 
the best all-around graduating student. Addi-
tionally, she was awarded the T.C. Williams 
Law School Scholarship Award, which is given 
to the student who made the most significant 
contribution to overall legal scholarship. 

Ms. Miller received a competitive and pres-
tigious position to clerk for Judge James R. 
Spencer, Chief Judge of the Eastern District of 
Virginia in Richmond. She will begin the one- 
year clerkship beginning in August 2008. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Evan Miller on her gradua-
tion from the T.C. Williams School of Law at 
the University of Richmond. I invite my col-
leagues to join me in wishing Ms. Miller suc-
cess in her future endeavors. I am certain that 
her judicial career will allow her to continue 
the significant achievements she has worked 
toward for public policy in my office as well as 
in her own legal work thus far. I truly believe 
Ms. Miller’s character, work ethic, and values 
will recommend her for positions of influence 
for the rest of her life. 

THE DAILY 45: SAM’S CLUB 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, the Depart-
ment of Justice tells us that, everyday, 45 
people, on average, are fatally shot in the 
United States. And while I normally highlight a 
death related to guns, I thought this next inci-
dent was worth mentioning. 

In Columbia, South Carolina, a 4-year-old 
girl, while at a Sam’s Club, took a gun from 
her grandmother’s purse and shot herself in 
the chest. The grandmother has a valid permit 
to carry a concealed weapon. She was not 
charged with a crime. The child underwent 
emergency surgery and apparently, thankfully, 
will survive. 

Americans of conscience must come to-
gether to stop the senseless death of ‘‘The 
Daily 45’’ and the dozens more unnecessary 
accidents and injuries related to guns. When 
will we say ‘‘enough is enough, stop the kill-
ing!’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE TENTH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ADA JOBS 
FOUNDATION OF ADA, OKLA-
HOMA 

HON. TOM COLE 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Madam Speaker, it 
is my privilege today to rise in recognition of 
an organization that has done tremendous 
work in helping bring jobs and prosperity to 
central Oklahoma. The Ada Jobs Foundation 
is celebrating ten years of fostering economic 
and career development in the Ada area. 
Working closely with local and state and tribal 
government, the Ada Jobs Foundation has 
helped make Ada’s unemployment rate among 
the state’s lowest. 

Focusing on three main goals, the Ada Jobs 
Foundation strives to assist businesses in re-
taining their existing jobs, recruiting new firms 
to relocate to Ada, and encouraging and sup-
porting new start-up firms. It has a very im-
pressive and successful track record of work-
ing closely with the Ada Area Chamber of 
Commerce, the Ada Industrial Development 
Corporation, the city of Ada, the Ponotoc 
County Commissioners, East Central Univer-
sity, the Science and Natural Resources Foun-
dation, and the Chickasaw Nation. 

Madam Speaker, this non-profit organization 
seeks to reach out and build lasting connec-
tions between hard-working Oklahomans and 
the communities in which they live. This mutu-
ally beneficial relationship is a testament to 
the positive changes that can occur when 
business and government work together for 
the economic wellbeing of their community. 
With over 19,000 people currently employed in 
the Ada area, it currently has one of the low-
est unemployment rates in the state of Okla-
homa. I am proud to represent the city of Ada, 
and I am especially proud of the initiative 
taken by Ada’s civic leaders to create and 
continue a program as successful as the Ada 
Jobs Foundation. Creating a diverse pool of 
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jobs, focusing on developing local infrastruc-
ture, and strategic planning sessions to create 
long-term, sustainable progress in the Ada 
community is something that generations of 
citizens will surely benefit from for years to 
come. 

It is my honor to stand here before you and 
celebrate an organization which has been the 
source of great pride and progress in central 
Oklahoma. I congratulate the Ada Jobs Foun-
dation on ten years of bringing economic de-
velopment to their community, and wish them 
many more years of success. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 233RD ANNIVER-
SARY OF UNITED STATES ARMY 

HON. NANCY E. BOYDA 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise in recognition of an important anniver-
sary—the birthday of the United States Army. 

Just shy of 233 years ago the people of our 
nation came together as volunteers to meet 
the demands of the American Revolutionary 
War. On June 14, 1775, the United States 
Army was born. I believe that on that day, the 
defense of our freedom and the American 
spirit of democracy was born. 

Since the birth of our Army, we’ve battled 
through 24 major engagements including the 
War of 1812, the Mexican-American War, the 
American Civil War, two World Wars, the Ko-
rean War, the Vietnam War, and more re-
cently, Operations Enduring and Iraqi Free-
dom. 

The Army’s senior leadership said it best in 
their birthday message to the force at large. 
They stated, ‘‘Our sacrifices have preserved 
our way of life, built a better future for others, 
and led our nation to victory over our enemies. 
We are the best in the world at what we do, 
and because of our values, our ethos, and our 
people—especially our people. Our Army is 
hugely resilient, professional, and battle-hard-
ened.’’ The men and women I’ve met in my 
travels to our bases in Iraq and at home in 
Kansas reassure me that the United States 
Army is still made up of the finest people our 
country has to offer. 

On the anniversary of the United States 
Army, I encourage everyone to take a moment 
to think about the bravery of our men and 
women that serve. These sons and daughters 
of America take an oath that could mean the 
ultimate sacrifice. Not a day goes by that I 
don’t think about the priceless gift they give 
our nation, and each day I pray for everyone’s 
safe return. Spirit, patriotism and courage 
shine through in the faces of today’s members 
of the Army, in just the same way I imagine 
it did in 1775. 

Happy Birthday—U.S. Army! 
f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
MARIE MCELLIGOTT TO THE 
COMMUNITY OF GUAM 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and recognize Ms. Marie O. 

McElligott, for her outstanding service to the 
community of Guam, and her countless con-
tributions to its people. As an active member 
of our island community, Marie has been a 
great leader in both her volunteer and public 
service capacities. 

Marie has served our country for 26 years 
as an officer in the U.S. Navy in various ca-
pacities including communications officer, ad-
ministrative officer, commanding officer for 
personnel support and director of family serv-
ice centers and at many different ports, in 
Long Beach, California; London, England; 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii; and Naples, Italy. From 
1981 through 1983, Marie led the coordination 
of a Navy logistics support and mobilization 
plan, which was used during Operation Desert 
Storm. During the latter part of her career 
serving as director of Navy Family Centers in 
Bangor, Washington and Guam, Marie was in-
strumental in developing a violence protection 
program for the submarine community, training 
programs for the prevention of sexual harass-
ment, and an affirmative action plan. In the 
Guam Navy Family Center, Marie led military 
and civilian personnel in providing counseling 
and other family services for as many as 
15,000 military personnel and their depend-
ents. While on Guam Marie became an active 
member of the community off base, and 
served the community for many years in var-
ious government and private non-profit organi-
zations. Marie was the Navy ex-officio mem-
ber of the then Territorial Board of Education, 
the cochairman of the ‘‘Just Say No Task 
Force,’’ a member of the Mental Health Five- 
Year Planning Committee on Aging, a member 
of the Guam Chapter of the American Red 
Cross Board of Directors, and the executive 
director of the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Soci-
ety. 

After retiring from the Navy in 1991, Marie 
returned to Guam as a civilian, and making 
our island her home. Since then, she has 
dedicated herself to the people of Guam in 
both government and community organiza-
tions. For 13 years she worked as the admin-
istrator of client services and family counseling 
for the Superior Court of Guam. Under her 
guidance, a law to create policies for diversion 
and family violence prevention was passed. 
She also chaired the committee that created 
guidelines for Guam’s only family visitation 
center. Her efforts have been recognized 
through numerous awards and accolades, in-
cluding an induction into the Ancient Order of 
the Chamorri—the highest honor bestowed 
upon non-native residents of Guam; resolu-
tions of commendation from the Guam Terri-
torial Board of Education; Legislative Resolu-
tions from the Twentieth, Twenty-Sixth and 
Twenty-Eighth Guam Legislatures; and a Res-
olution of Commendation from the Judiciary of 
Guam. 

For the last 3 years, Marie worked as the di-
rector of Guam’s Lighthouse Recovery Center 
under the Salvation Army, managing a staff of 
10 to provide food and shelter to the homeless 
and counseling and rehabilitation to those suf-
fering from drug addiction on Guam. Her work 
has resulted in the implementation of a quar-
terly ‘‘clean and sober’’ event for Lighthouse 
Recovery Center residents, members of Alco-
holics Anonymous, and supportive Aftercare 
clients. She has also been instrumental in 
growing the financial base for the Lighthouse 
Recovery Center with military chapels and 
non-profit organizations. 

Marie’s knowledge and expertise has been 
a significant contribution to the operations of 
Guam’s community service organizations. 
Over the years she has served as president 
and vice chair of the Guam Women’s Club, 
and has also been an active member and 
chairperson of the Guam American Cancer 
Society, Guam American Red Cross, and the 
Guam Humanities Council, amongst many oth-
ers. To date, Marie has given over 10 years 
of her personal time and commitment to ad-
vancing the issues and objectives of local non- 
profit organizations. 

Marie has been a part of our community for 
over 20 years and our island will be saddened 
by her departure, we will remain forever grate-
ful for the service she has given to Guam. On 
behalf of the people of Guam, I extend our 
sincere appreciation to Marie O. McElligott for 
her service to our Nation and to our commu-
nity. We wish her the best as she embarks on 
a new journey in life. 

f 

HONORING THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MICHIGAN C.S. MOTT CHIL-
DREN’S HOSPITAL 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the University of Michigan C.S. 
Mott Children’s Hospital, located in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, for being honored as one of the 
U.S. News and World Report’s Top 30 Hos-
pitals in the Nation for pediatric care. This 
achievement recognizes all of the hard work 
they have done providing outstanding medical 
services not only to the children of Michigan’s 
15th Congressional District, but also across 
the State. 

Some specific honors they achieved de-
serve mention. The magazine ranked C.S. 
Mott Children’s Hospital 4th nationwide in the 
area of pediatric heart care and surgery, and 
27th for general pediatric care. They were the 
only hospital in Michigan to be nationally 
ranked for all seven pediatric specialty areas. 
I commend them for this fine achievement. 

Since C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital opened 
in 1969, it has been at the forefront of pro-
viding innovative, high-quality pediatric care. 
Surgeons at the hospital were among the first 
in the Nation to perform open heart surgery on 
children. Specialists at Mott also pioneered an 
in-house education system that allows patients 
to keep up with their school work, now a com-
monplace feature of hospitals across the Na-
tion. Small wonder that Mott has treated over 
170,000 patients from across the United 
States and the world. 

Pediatric care is one of the most important 
aspects of our Nation’s health care system. 
We should always make it a priority to provide 
treatment for the youngest and most vulner-
able in our society. It is clear that the doctors 
and nurses at Mott have taken this ideal to 
heart by providing such outstanding care in 
the community. The University of Michigan 
should be proud of the achievements it has 
made. It is an honor to represent this fine in-
stitution here in Congress. I look forward to 
seeing their sterling efforts recognized on the 
list again next year. 
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THE FATHERS OF THE GREATEST 

GENERATION 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, this year the 
Poe folks welcomed two new Texans to our 
brood, making me a proud grandfather of 
seven. With each new addition, I think back to 
my grandfathers and the influences they had 
on me growing up. While they came from very 
different backgrounds, their impressions on 
me as a child set an example of what a father, 
grandfather and man should be. 

My mom’s father was a lanky, fiery red- 
headed German who was as hard-headed as 
he was strong. Theodore Otto Herman Hill, or 
‘‘Thunderhead’’ as he was more appropriately 
known, was born in 1899. His Prussian grand-
parents immigrated to the United States 
through Galveston in the early 1800’s and set-
tled in the growing German community in 
Texas to begin a new life. 

I remember him as being very set in his 
ways, very militaristic in his daily routines. He 
was meticulous in everything he did and as a 
result, he did most everything well. Like the 
Army, he did more before 6 a.m. than most 
anyone I knew. He arose early, worked hard 
with his hands all day and reared three girls, 
he called ‘‘the boys’’ to work the cotton fields 
with him. 

Papa was a hunter, a taxidermist and a 
Teddy Roosevelt conservationist. He found 
hundreds of Apache and Comanche arrow-
heads on his land that he organized and that 
were later donated to the Texas Ranger Mu-
seum. 

He was the frontiersman type. He could tell 
the type of tree by looking at the bark or ob-
serving the leaves and predicted the weather 
by just looking at the sky and watching the 
habits of the animals. And as most men of his 
generation, he was tough. The only thing I 
think he was ever scared of was my grand-
mother—an equally fiery German. Theodore is 
a long time family name that has been passed 
on to my son and grandson. 

My dad’s father was of Scots-Irish descent 
and a man of many hats. He was adopted by 
a neighboring family at the age of six after his 
single father decided to move on without him. 
As a young teenager, he ran away from the 
only real family he knew and set out to start 
a life for himself. I loved hearing his stories, 
some sounded like tall tales. Grandpa, a 
snake-oil salesman of sorts, rode the rails all 
over the country, selling anything and every-
thing to earn a buck. 

After meeting my grandmother in his late 
teens, the two married and he settled down to 
raise a family. He became the local Assistant 
Postmaster, worked on the railroad and was a 
barber. He opened his own barber shop next 
door to the local bank and became so in-
volved in the banking business that he ended 
up running the place. During the Depression 
he loaned farmers money on a hand shake. 
That job took him to Pearland, TX, where he 
started another local bank and sold real estate 
on the side. Interesting enough, although he 
was a banker he always paid cash and 

thought credit cards were a bad idea for aver-
age Americans. The concept of rest and relax-
ation was not one he could appreciate. He 
was tinkering with something every day of his 
life. He was an electrician, plumber, made fur-
niture and had a huge garden. He was a lead-
er in the local Church of Christ and never 
missed a service until his death. 

He never let the fact of his abandonment as 
a child be an excuse for anything. 

Grandpa lived to be 88 years old and he 
and my grandmothers were a large part of my 
life and my kids’ lives. Papa was tragically 
killed by a drunk driver in the 1950s while lay-
ing asphalt for the Texas Highway Depart-
ment. Because people married so young back 
then and their kids married young, I got to 
spend far more time with my grandparents 
than most kids do today. 

Neither of my grandfathers made it past 7th 
grade, but were far wiser than most men I 
know. While both very different, they both em-
bodied the very traits that define men of their 
generation. They were the fathers of the 
Greatest Generation. They believed in hard 
work and providing for their families even in 
the depression—no excuses. They taught their 
children and their children’s children the value 
of an earned dollar, pride in hard work, re-
spect for their elders and a love of God and 
country. 

I am so thankful to have known these two 
men and wish there were more like them 
today. They were good men, good examples, 
good fathers and inspiring grandfathers. 
Happy Father’s Day. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

RECOGNIZING EMERGENCY 
MANAGERS IN SHELBY COUNTY 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commend and recognize the extraordinary 
contributions of emergency management, dis-
aster response, and recovery personnel as 
well as elected officials and community lead-
ers in my district devastated by the recent se-
vere weather in Indiana. 

I wish particularly to honor these out-
standing individuals in Shelby County: Mike 
Schantz, Director, Emergency Management 
Agency; Mike Bowlby, Sheriff; Tony Lennen, 
President and CEO, Major Hospital; Scott 
Furgeson, Mayor, Shelbyville. 

These areas suffered greatly from torna-
does, heavy rains and flooding, creating a ca-
tastrophe that awaits a presidential response. 
But the catastrophe did not await the efforts of 
these individuals. And in response, they went 
above and beyond the call of duty, showing 
great poise while saving many lives and serv-
ing the people of their communities. 

I also commend Governor Mitch Daniels 
and the many State government authorities 
who have been so instrumental in leading the 
State through this crisis. I strongly support In-
diana’s three requests for Federal aid and 
renew my request to the President of the 
United States, the Federal Emergency Man-

agement Agency, and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture to act promptly, make assess-
ments, and declare an expedited major dis-
aster for all 44 counties in the State of Indiana 
affected by the severe weather. 

We need to speed the necessary relief to 
the families who have fallen victim to Mother 
Nature’s fury and extend full Federal assist-
ance to Hoosier families, businesses and 
farms to include direct assistance to individ-
uals, Small Business Administration Disaster 
Loans and emergency assistance loans from 
the Farm Service Agency. 

Madam Speaker, Hoosier families and com-
munities are hurting and need to know that 
help is on the way. I urge this administration 
and my colleagues to focus their attention on 
this urgent Midwestern need for emergency 
relief. 

f 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LET-
TER CARRIERS BRANCH 1477 
TOPS NATION IN FOOD COLLEC-
TION 

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Madam Speaker, for 
the second straight year, the men and women 
of the National Association of Letter Carriers 
Branch 1477 of St. Petersburg, Florida, led the 
Nation in food collection as part of the national 
‘‘Stamp Out Hunger’’ food drive. 

Their chapter alone collected a local record 
of 1,718,218 pounds of food that has been 
distributed to Pinellas County food banks. St. 
Petersburg Branch 1477, combined with two 
other local branches: Clearwater Branch 2008 
and Tampa Branch 599, collected in the 
Tampa Bay area 4,289,416 pounds, more 
food than in any other geographic area in the 
Nation. In fact, these three chapters ac-
counted for three of the top five branch totals 
nationally. 

Having spent Memorial Day with many 
members of Branch 1477, I know of the great 
pride they have in serving their community. 
They acknowledge that the ‘‘Stamp Out Hun-
ger’’ food drive was an outstanding partner-
ship between the National Association of Let-
ter Carriers, the United States Postal Services, 
the American Postal Workers Union, the Na-
tional Rural Letter Carrier’s Association, and 
local businesses including Valpak, a major 
sponsor in my area. Most importantly though, 
the level of success of this annual drive is due 
to the compassion and support of the resi-
dents of our local communities who place bag 
after bag of food out at their mail box on this 
one day of the year to help their neighbors in 
need. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in thanking 
the National Association of Letter Carriers for 
taking the initiative to sponsor the ‘‘Stamp Out 
Hunger’’ program for these past 16 years and 
in congratulating the letter carriers of Branch 
1477 who serve from Dunedin through Largo, 
Pinellas Park, St. Petersburg and south to 
Punta Gorda, Florida, for once again topping 
the Nation in the collection of food. This pro-
gram is in the finest American tradition of 
neighbor helping neighbor. 
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INTODUCTION OF THE RESPON-

SIBLE OWNERSHIP OF PUBLIC 
LANDS ACT 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. MARKEY. Madam Speaker, today I am 
introducing the Responsible Ownership of 
Public Lands Act with Representatives EMAN-
UEL, RAHALL and HINCHEY. At a time when our 
constituents are paying more than $4 per gal-
lon at the pump, oil companies are sitting on 
millions of acres of land that they hold the 
drilling rights to but are not producing on. 
They need to either use it or lose it. 

There’s a myth that Republicans and Big Oil 
are perpetuating: that oil companies don’t 
have access to enough places to drill for oil, 
that we need to allow drilling off our beaches 
on the East and West coast and in our most 
pristine places such as the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge. However, this argument is 
nothing more than a drilling decoy. 

The reality is that roughly 80 percent of off-
shore oil and gas reserves are located in 
areas where drilling is already allowed. More-
over, oil and gas companies right now own the 
drilling rights to 68 million acres offshore and 
onshore that they are not even using. These 
oil companies, who are raking in record prof-
its, are not producing oil or gas on the vast 
majority of public land under their control. Off-
shore, Big Oil is producing on only about 23 
percent of the land they hold, while onshore, 
companies are producing on roughly 27 per-
cent of the acres to which they hold the drilling 
rights. Apparently Big Oil is more interested in 
pumping up prices and pumping up their own 
profits rather than pumping more oil. 

Indeed, while Exxon Mobil has increased 
spending on exploration and drilling by $3 bil-
lion over the last five years, it has increased 
spending on schemes to prop up the price of 
its stock by nearly $26 billion per year during 
that same time period. Meanwhile, Exxon 
spent only $10 million investing in developing 
renewable technologies last year. 

The Responsible Ownership of Public Lands 
Act would assess an escalating fee over time 
on land energy companies have leased but 
are not using for production. This fee would be 
a mere $5 per acre per year for the first three 
years of non-production but then increase to 
$25 per acre for the fourth year and $50 per 
acre in the fifth year and any subsequent 
years, providing a strong incentive for the oil 
companies to stop hoarding these leases and 
start using them. 

The revenue raised from these fees will go 
towards developing renewable energy and in-
vesting in energy efficiency that will reduce 
our dependence on oil and reduce energy 
prices for American Consumers. The revenue 
will also be used to fund the Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program and the 
Weatherization Assistance Program, which 
helps permanently reduce energy bills for low 
income families by making their homes more 
energy efficient. 

With oil companies continuing to sit on 
these millions of acres as the price of gas sky-
rockets, it is time to tell Big Oil to start pro-
ducing or start paying. Big Oil is trying to play 
Uncle Sam for Uncle Sucker and we’re not 
going to allow it. 

THE PASSING OF PAT TOBIN, 
FOUNDER OF TOBIN & ASSOCI-
ATES 

HON. DIANE E. WATSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, it was with 
great sorrow that I learned of the loss of my 
dear friend, Pat Tobin. 

Pat was the Founder and CEO of Tobin and 
Associates, one of the most prominent minor-
ity, female-owned public relations firms whose 
clientele included celebrities, entertainment 
companies, non-profit/political organizations 
and national/international corporations. 

Pat was more than an astute business 
woman, she was a ‘‘people person.’’ She al-
ways had a big, beautiful smile that graced 
her face at all times. She was the epitome of 
‘‘grace under pressure.’’ 

Pat was a mover and shaker in the public 
relations industry. She was a founder of the 
National Black Public Relations Society and a 
committed member of the National Association 
of Black Journalists. 

She was a dedicated activist for causes that 
impacted minorities, women and youth and 
she secured financial support from corpora-
tions and philanthropic organizations for a va-
riety of important initiatives. She was selfless 
and dedicated in everything she did. She was 
regarded as a standard bearer for public rela-
tions professionals of all races due to her in-
novative, hard working and compassionate na-
ture. 

One of her NABJ colleagues wrote the fol-
lowing poem about Pat: 
I will not mourn Pat Tobin. 
I will not be sad. 
I will not let her passing depress me. 
Instead I will continue to use the model she 

shared for life’s personal journey. 
I will take the attitude that personal and 

professional setbacks are an oppor-
tunity to make one-self stronger. 

I will look at seemingly insurmountable 
road-blocks as mental, emotional and 
sometimes physical challenges as op-
portunities to become a force to be 
reckoned with. 

I will choose to be what she believed all of us 
are capable of. 

I extend my most heartfelt condolences to 
Pat’s family, her colleagues, her many close 
friends in Los Angeles and around the coun-
try. She will be sorely missed. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO ROSEMARIE LANE 

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor the dedication, 
unwavering service and steadfast commitment 
of Rosemarie Lane to the veterans of Maine. 

Rosemarie was born in Brooklyn, New York. 
She joined the Army at age 19. She served in 
France and Germany, and volunteered to 
serve in Vietnam. She retired in 1986 as a 
Master Sergeant. 

Her service to our country is not limited to 
the military. She recently retired from the Inter-

nal Revenue Service after many years of dedi-
cated public service. 

As a Life Member of the Veterans of For-
eign Wars, Rosemarie has served as Post 
Commander and District 9 Commander. She 
was elected the 2003–2004 State Commander 
for the VFW Department of Maine, giving her 
the distinction as the first female VFW State 
Commander in New England. Since com-
pleting her term as State Commander, she 
has continued to serve the VFW on its Na-
tional Legislative Committee. 

Rosemarie is a staunch advocate for vet-
erans, working tireless hours defending the 
rights and benefits she and her fellow vet-
erans have earned. She embodies the spirit, 
commitment, and passion that all veterans’ ad-
vocates should possess. 

I can always trust that Rosemarie will tell 
me exactly what she believes. I value her 
guidance, her candor, and her friendship. 
Through her work, she has brought honor and 
credit to herself, her family, her community, 
the VFW and her Nation. I extend my sincere 
thank you to her for her many years of service 
on behalf of our veterans. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL 
RANDAL R. CASTRO 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me rec-
ognize the service of Major General Randal R. 
Castro as his career comes to an end after 33 
years of dedicated service in the United States 
Army. 

Major General Castro began his distin-
guished career upon graduation from the 
United States Military Academy, West Point, 
New York in 1975, where he received his 
bachelor’s degree. In addition to a master’s 
degree in civil engineering from Stanford Uni-
versity, his military education includes the En-
gineer Officer Basic and Advanced Courses, 
the U.S. Marine Corps Command and Staff 
College, and the U.S. Naval War College 
where he earned a master’s degree in national 
security and strategic studies and subse-
quently served as a Professor. 

During his 33 years of service to the nation, 
Major General Castro held a variety of com-
mand and staff assignments. These range 
from the platoon to the army level, held engi-
neer battalion and brigade command, served 
as Commanding General, U.S. Army Pacific 
and South Atlantic Engineer Divisions, and 
served as Special Assistant to the Com-
manding General, U.S. Army Training and 
Doctrine Command. Prior to assuming his cur-
rent duties, Major General Castro served con-
currently as Commandant, U.S. Army Engi-
neer School, Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, 
and Commanding General, U.S. Army Maneu-
ver Support Center, also at Fort Leonard 
Wood, Missouri, where he oversaw the Army’s 
Engineer, Military Police and Chemical 
Schools. 

Major General Castro’s decorations and 
awards include: the Distinguished Service 
Medal; Legion of Merit (with three oak leaf 
clusters); Meritorious Service Medal (with two 
oak leaf clusters); Army Commendation Medal 
(with four oak leaf clusters); Navy Commenda-
tion Medal; Army Achievement Medal; and the 
Parachutist Badge. 
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Major General Castro currently serves as 

the Deputy Director, Defense Threat Reduc-
tion Agency. In this capacity, Major General 
Castro helps safeguard America and its allies 
from Weapons of Mass Destruction by pro-
viding capabilities to reduce, eliminate, and re-
spond to the threats posed by such weapons. 
I’m certain that the Members of the House will 
join me in honoring Major General Randal R. 
Castro for his outstanding service to our coun-
try. 

f 

ALEXANDER ‘‘SANDY’’ NININGER 

HON. RON KLEIN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the memory of Second 
Lieutenant Alexander ‘‘Sandy’’ Nininger, a he-
roic American soldier and the first United 
States recipient of the Medal of Honor in 
World War II. 

Lieutenant Nininger entered service in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, and bravely served his 
country during the Second World War as a 
member of the 57th Infantry Regiment of the 
Philippine Scouts. He gave his life near 
Abucay, Bataan, Philippine Islands in January 
of 1942. He fought valiantly into relentless 
enemy fire even after sustaining three 
wounds. 

In his hometown of Fort Lauderdale stands 
a Sandy Nininger statue and WWII memorial 
where annual Memorial Day services are held 
in recognition of his service and that of his fel-
low veterans. Their efforts have provided 
Americans with security and peace of mind, 
and I join all Americans in gratitude for their 
sacrifices. 

On June 14th, which has been designated 
as National Flag Day, Americans honor those 
who fought to protect this country and the 
ideals for which the American flag stands. 
Sandy Nininger fought for America, and I think 
it is only appropriate to pay respects to him on 
Flag Day. 

Madam Speaker, I believe that America 
owes its military heroes the utmost apprecia-
tion and I am honored to represent thousands 
that served our country honorably in our na-
tion’s military, just as Sandy Nininger did. On 
this Flag Day, I am proud to remember a dis-
tinguished local and national hero, Sandy 
Nininger. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
today I was unavoidably delayed and missed 
the vote on Final Passage of H.R. 6003, the 
Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement 
Act (rollcall 400). H.R. 6003 passed by a vote 
of 311–104; Had I been present I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 400. 

I would also like to offer my firm support for 
the Passenger Rail and Improvement Act, 
H.R. 6003. At a time when gas prices have 
reached a national average of $4.05 a gallon, 

this bipartisan legislation is both timely and 
necessary to provide travelers with alternative 
transportation. This bill would authorize nearly 
$15 billion in funding for the national pas-
senger railroad over the next five years. It en-
courages the development of new and im-
proved intercity passenger rail services by cre-
ating a new grant program for intercity pas-
senger rail services. It also paves the way for 
a high-speed rail system between Washington 
and New York City. 

Today it is increasingly evident that the 
United States cannot rely solely upon further 
massive construction of highways and airports 
to meet its transportation needs. To handle 
the tremendous tide of travelers, auto, air and 
bus system must be supplemented by a swift 
and efficient rail passenger service. It is vital 
to restore an essential balance to the total 
transportation complex. 

For nearly 40 years, Amtrak has provided 
intercity passenger railroad service, operating 
approximately 44 routes and over 22,000 
miles of track. A record of 25.8 million pas-
sengers took Amtrak in the last fiscal year. 
With the climbing costs of driving, Amtrak ex-
pects ridership to approach 28 million this fis-
cal year. The passage of this legislation allows 
Amtrak to meet the increased demand by 
bringing much needed improvements to its in-
frastructure. In an effort to address our energy 
problems, enhanced intercity railway provides 
a cost-efficient solution. I support this legisla-
tion as we seek to offer relief from high fuel 
costs and alternatives to the American people. 

f 

HONORING MR. LI KA-SHING, 
GLOBAL PHILANTHROPIST, EN-
TREPRENEUR, CORPORATE 
LEADER 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay special tribute to Mr. Li Ka- 
shing of Hong Kong and to celebrate his ex-
traordinary life, service, and achievements on 
the occasion of his 80th birthday. 

The vast accomplishments in business of 
this global icon place him easily among the 
most successful and respected entrepreneurs 
of our day—Gates, Buffett, Branson and oth-
ers. But his contributions in philanthropy, a 
new concept Mr. Li is introducing in China, 
also rank him among those business giants— 
Carnegie, Rockefeller, and Vanderbilt—who 
understood the benevolent, ennobling uses of 
wealth to strengthen and lift others. 

No one who examines the life of Mr. Li Ka- 
shing can help but appreciate the power of 
purpose not only in shaping one’s life but des-
tiny as well. He has shown what a life guided 
by deep, constant purpose and fueled by opti-
mism, determination, and industry can 
achieve—despite odds and obstacles that may 
appear insurmountable. With purpose, he has 
built companies and changed lives with com-
passionate giving. 

As a child, in 1940, Li Ka-shing fled China 
with his family to escape the Japanese inva-
sion. The family arrived destitute in Hong 
Kong, with little prospects for the future. His 
father was an educator, his mother a loving 
and noble influence in his life. As a young 

boy, Mr. Li showed great academic promise. 
But circumstances and necessity—his father 
was stricken with tuberculosis and later died— 
forced him to abandon his dream of receiving 
an education. At 12, he had to leave school to 
work in a factory to support his family. Despite 
his young age, the power of purpose had 
taken hold of him as he pushed himself to en-
dure grueling 16-hour workdays. By 22, Mr. 
Li’s hard work and perseverance had earned 
him the ownership of his own plastics factory, 
Cheung Kong Industries. 

He was known for his honesty, his loyalty 
and customer service. There is a well-known 
story in Hong Kong how on one occasion, a 
large contract with a U.S. business was can-
celled after Mr. Li had completed the manufac-
turing. The business had decided to change 
direction in what it wanted. Mr. Li not only did 
not charge the U.S. businessman who had 
changed his mind, but proceeded to complete 
the second order as directed. This single act 
later opened the door to Mr. Li and his com-
pany becoming one of the key producers of 
toys and home decorations for American com-
panies. In fact, to this day, some still refer to 
him as G.I. Joe, as it was Mr. Li and his com-
pany that manufactured that popular line of 
toys in the ’60s and ’70s. 

Building on this foundation, Mr. Li expanded 
into real estate investment, creating a com-
pany that was listed on the Hong Kong Stock 
Exchange in 1972. Meanwhile, Cheung Kong 
continued its rapid growth trajectory with ac-
quisitions of Hutchison Whampoa, a British 
trading company that has been active in Hong 
Kong since the 1820’s, and Hong Kong Elec-
tric Holdings Limited in 1979 and 1985, re-
spectively. 

Today, Mr. Li leads a vast global business 
empire as chairman of Cheung Kong Holdings 
Limited and Hutchison Whampoa Limited. 
Cheung Kong Holdings Limited is the flagship 
of the Cheung Kong Group, which has busi-
ness operations in 57 countries around the 
world and employs about 260,000 staff. In 
Hong Kong alone, the Group includes eight 
listed companies with a combined market cap-
italization of approximately US$122 billion. 

The Cheung Kong Group’s businesses en-
compass such diverse areas as property de-
velopment and investment, real estate agency 
and estate management, hotels, telecommuni-
cations and e-commerce, finance and invest-
ments, retail, ports and related services, en-
ergy, infrastructure projects and materials, 
media, and biotechnology. Hutchison 
Whampoa Limited is a Fortune Global 500 
company. 

Mr. Li’s personal holdings confer the distinc-
tion of being Asia’s richest man. But his deep 
humility and gratitude—coupled with an intrin-
sic understanding of the true value of money 
and the good it can do—have never allowed 
him to flaunt his wealth or his position. True to 
the lessons of his humble beginnings and 
hardships and his Horatio Alger story, he has 
found that wealth, when used to serve others 
and not self, can be employed with great pur-
pose and power. 

Mr. Li believes that an equitable society can 
only be achieved if individuals are ready to do 
their part. In 1980, he established a charitable 
foundation—the Li Ka Shing Foundation. Its 
mission is to enhance the impact of its philan-
thropy through two strategic objectives: to nur-
ture a culture of giving and to foster creativity, 
constructive engagement, and sustainability 
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through supporting capacity empowerment fo-
cused projects. To date, the Li Ka Shing 
Foundation and other private charitable foun-
dations established by Mr. Li have supported 
numerous charitable activities with grants, 
sponsorships and commitments in the billions 
of dollars. 

The Hong Kong entrepreneur’s giving heart 
is novel and legendary in a part of the world 
that has no tradition of philanthropy. Mr. Li has 
not only given away far in excess of US$1 bil-
lion to support a host of worthwhile causes 
and programs, but his giving continues with 
hundreds of millions of dollars each year. And 
his giving transcends country boundaries and 
nationalities. He has sponsored children’s cen-
ters, church buildings, cancer research cen-
ters, scholarships in the United Kingdom, the 
School of Medicine at Stanford University, as 
well as medical research projects at the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley, among other 
initiatives. He has created a hospice program 
throughout China that brings pain relief for pa-
tients terminally ill with cancer. He has built 
hospitals and eye clinics where rural Chinese 
can receive cataract surgery free of charge. 
When the tragic tsunami hit Indonesia, Mr. Li 
was the world’s first businessman to provide 
immediate and personal relief, just as he did 
more recently with the deadly earthquakes in 
China. 

He has provided millions of dollars in aid to 
wage a global battle against hepatitis, avian 
flu, and degenerative diseases. Despite his 
own thwarted hope of an education, Mr. Li has 
placed this dream within the reach of thou-
sands of young and aspiring Chinese. In 1981, 
he endowed and established Shantou Univer-
sity in Guangdong Province. The university 
has nine colleges, including a medical college 
with five affiliated hospitals. Enrollment is open 
to students across China. Today, the univer-
sity has 6,500 undergraduate and 1,500 grad-
uate students. It is the centerpiece of his phi-
lanthropy, the very heart of his giving. Last 
year, Chairman JOHN CONYERS of the House 
Committee on the Judiciary, Congresswoman 
DIANE WATSON, and I spoke at Shantou Uni-
versity, and I cannot adequately explain the 
spirit that exists on that campus, where stu-
dents who would otherwise receive no edu-
cation are given an opportunity that opens to 
them the doors of world. 

Shantou has internships and educational re-
lationships throughout the world—in Europe 
and Canada, here in the United States with 
such prestigious institutions as my alma 
mater, Berkeley, as well as Stanford, the Uni-
versity of Utah, and others. Its curriculum is 
cutting edge, bringing a whole new and excit-
ing learning paradigm to traditional Chinese 
education. In addition to Shantou University, 
Mr. Li supports other major educational 
projects such as Hong Kong Polytechnic Uni-
versity, the Open University of Hong Kong, 
Singapore Management University, Founda-
tion Primary Schools, University of Calgary, 
and the University of Hong Kong, to name a 
few. 

Mr. Li’s generosity is not limited to health 
care and education. He is also a committed 
patron of culture—art, dance, music, literature, 
sports, and the preservation of artifacts—as 
well as community welfare. In fact, Madam 
Speaker, he is a patron of the John F. Ken-
nedy Center for the Performing Arts. His sup-
port even has gone so far as the Dance The-
atre of Harlem. 

No less of a business authority than Forbes 
magazine has taken note of Mr. Li’s magna-
nimity and dedication to improving the lives of 
people around the world. For his past and 
present philanthropy, it conferred upon him the 
first-ever Lifetime Achievement Award at a 
gathering of many of Asia’s top business lead-
ers in Singapore. 

From his businesses to his service, to his 
generosity, to his countless acts of compas-
sion toward others—all these flow from a heart 
stayed upon a single purpose, a guiding ideal 
for life: to love others by serving and lifting 
them. For those who have had the privilege of 
meeting Mr. Li, they feel the bright, generous, 
benevolent, yet humble spirit of this man 
through his broad and warm smile. He radi-
ates good will, genuine concern, and humanity 
for all—regardless of station of life. And he de-
lights in being a servant of no man in par-
ticular but of all men in general. This has been 
his life’s purpose. 

Mr. Li’s example can teach us much about 
the things of the heart, those invisible powers 
and energies of the spirit that can be sum-
moned for good. His is and has been a re-
markable life and legacy that remind all of us 
that we can aim a little higher and do a little 
more to lift lives and strengthen others through 
service—whatever our own gifts may be, no 
matter how meager we think them. And the 
best time to begin is now. 

Madam Speaker, in recognition of his 
achievements as a global philanthropist, entre-
preneur, and corporate leader, I am deeply 
honored to insert into the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD a letter signed by 20 Members of the 
U.S. House of Representatives commemo-
rating Mr. Li’s 80th birthday. By making this 
letter a part of American history, we salute this 
great man and honor the occasion of his birth 
on June 13, 1928. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, June 13, 2008. 

Mr. LI KA-SHING, 
Chairman, Cheung Kong Holdings, Ltd., 
Queen’s Road Central, Hong Kong. 

DEAR MR. LI: On the occasion of your 80th 
birthday, we are writing to honor and recog-
nize your extraordinary life, distinguished 
career, humanitarian service, achievements, 
and legacy as a global philanthropist and en-
trepreneur who leads a vast business empire 
as chairman of Cheung Kong Holdings Lim-
ited and Hutchison Whampoa Limited (a 
Fortune Global 500 company) with oper-
ations in 57 countries, a workforce of 260,000, 
and a combined market capitalization of 
nearly US$122 billion. 

We especially commend you for using your 
wealth to serve others. Believing that an eq-
uitable society can only be achieved if indi-
viduals are ready to do their part, you estab-
lished a charitable foundation—the Li Ka 
Shing Foundation. Backed by your personal 
initiative and example, and sustained by the 
Foundation’s mission, you introduced a 
broad-based philanthropy to a part of the 
world that has no tradition of it. Promoting 
what you affectionately call your ‘‘third 
son’’—the notion of giving beyond the con-
fines of family to others in need—you have 
established and nurtured a culture of giving 
in China and throughout Asia to underwrite 
worthwhile efforts supporting charitable 
aims. 

While donating more than US$1 billion to 
support a host of worthwhile causes and pro-
grams worldwide, including sponsorship of 
children’s centers, church buildings, cancer 
research centers, scholarships in the United 
Kingdom, the School of Medicine at Stanford 

University, as well as medical research 
projects at the University of California at 
Berkeley, you have also provided millions of 
dollars in aid to wage a global battle against 
hepatitis, avian flu, and degenerative dis-
eases, and, more recently, nearly US$20 mil-
lion in disaster relief to the victims of the 
Sichuan earthquake. We are touched by your 
work to alleviate pain for those suffering 
from cancer through your remarkable hos-
pice program, as well as your efforts to build 
hospitals and provide eyes surgeries for 
those unable to pay. 

Despite your own thwarted hope of pur-
suing an education, you are also fulfilling 
the dreams of thousands of young and aspir-
ing Chinese through numerous universities, 
including Shantou University, which you en-
dowed and established in 1981, with nine col-
leges, including a medical college, serving 
6,500 undergraduate and 1,500 graduate stu-
dents. 

As a patron of culture, your generosity ex-
tends to art, dance, music, literature, sports, 
and the preservation of artifacts. We thank 
you, specifically, for being a significant pa-
tron of the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts in Washington, DC, and for 
also embracing the Dance Theatre of Har-
lem. 

We join with Forbes magazine, which con-
ferred upon you the first-ever Lifetime 
Achievement Award at a gathering in Singa-
pore of Asia’s top business leaders, in recog-
nizing your past and present philanthropy. 
Truly, your countless acts of compassion to-
ward others flow from a heart stayed upon a 
single purpose, a guiding ideal for life—to 
love others by serving and lifting them. 

Yours has been a remarkable life and leg-
acy that reminds all of us that we can aim 
higher and do more to lift lives and strength-
en others through service, and that the best 
time to begin is now. 

We wish you a happy birthday and many 
more. 

Sincerely, 
Eni F.H. Faleomavaega, Chairman, For-

eign Affairs’ Subcommittee on Asia, 
the Pacific & the Global Environment; 
Diane E. Watson; Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ 
McKeon, Ranking Member, Committee 
on Education & Labor; Eddie Bernice 
Johnson, Chairwoman, Transportation 
Subcommittee on Water Resources & 
Environment; Jim Moran; William J. 
Jefferson; Donna M. Christensen, 
Chairwoman, Natural Resources’ Sub-
committee on Insular Affairs; Grace F. 
Napolitano, Chairwoman, Natural Re-
sources’ Subcommittee on Water & 
Power; Albio Sires; Ed Pastor; Mike 
Honda, Chairman, Congressional Asian 
Pacific American Caucus (CAPAC); 
Dan Burton, Ranking Member, Foreign 
Affairs’ Subcommittee on the Western 
Hemisphere; John Conyers, Jr., Chair-
man, House Committee on the Judici-
ary; Madeleine Z. Bordallo, Chair-
woman, Natural Resources’ Sub-
committee on Fisheries, Wildlife & 
Oceans; Keith Ellison; Bennie G. 
Thompson, Chairman, Committee on 
Homeland Security; Joe Baca, Chair-
man, Agriculture Subcommittee on De-
partmental Operations, Oversight, Nu-
trition & Forestry; Raul M. Grijalva, 
Chairman, Natural Resources’ Sub-
committee on National Parks, Forests 
& Public Lands; Silvestre Reyes, Chair-
man, House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence; and Luis V. 
Gutierrez, Chairman, Financial Serv-
ices’ Subcommittee on Domestic and 
International Monetary Policy, Trade 
& Technology. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF LT. GENERAL WILLIAM ODOM 

HON. LINCOLN DAVIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, born in Putnam County and raised in 
Cumberland County, Lt. General William E. 
Odom rose to great prominence in the U.S. 
military intelligence community and was a 
widely known expert on matters relating to the 
Soviet Union. 

A natural born leader, Odom graduated from 
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 
1954. Over the next twenty years Gen. Odom 
earned a Masters Degree and Ph.D. from Co-
lumbia University, was stationed in East Ger-
many for a lengthy period of time, taught at 
West Point, and served at the U.S. Embassy 
in Moscow. 

In 1977, he was appointed as the military 
assistant to President Carter’s National Secu-
rity Adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski. General 
Odom served in that position till 1981. Shortly 
after leaving the White House and for a little 
more than 3 years, Odom held the position of 
Assistant Chief of Staff for Army Intelligence. 
By 1985 General Odom was named the 11th 
Director of the National Security Agency, our 
nation’s largest intelligence agency. 

Retiring in 1988 from the Army and the Na-
tional Security Agency, General Odom em-
barked in a career in academia. Over the next 
twenty years he taught at Yale University and 
Georgetown University and was a Senior Fel-
low at the Hudson Institute. 

General Odom is a member of the Military 
Intelligence Hall of Fame at the United States 
Army Intelligence Center in Fort Huachuca, 
Arizona. 

On behalf of Tennessee’s Fourth Congres-
sional District and a grateful nation, we thank 
General Odom for his service in defense of 
our country. 

f 

EDWARD WILLIAM BROOKE III 
CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. NIKI TSONGAS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ex-
press my strong support for S. 682, the ‘‘Ed-
ward William Brooke III Congressional Gold 
Medal Act.’’ It is my privilege to honor this 
most distinguished gentleman who broke bar-
riers and tirelessly served his community and 
country with great conviction. 

Edward Brooke was the first African Amer-
ican elected to the United States Senate by 
popular vote. I am proud that he accomplished 
this feat in my home state of Massachusetts, 
which he represented from January 1967 until 
January 1979. He has been Captain Brooke, 
Professor Brooke, and Attorney General 
Brooke. He has fought for civil rights in our 
country and against apartheid in South Africa. 
For his many accomplishments, he has re-
ceived numerous medals and awards, most 
notably the Bronze Star and the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom. 

Senator Brooke paved the way—his election 
to the United States Senate was a milestone 
in the march toward racial equality—and his 
impact continues today, as we watch the first 
African American nominee run for President, 
carrying Senator Brooke’s legacy forward. 

In a political world growing increasingly divi-
sive and polarized, Senator Brooke has al-
ways had the distinct ability to separate the 
political from the personal. My husband, Paul, 
ran for the Senate against Senator Brooke in 
1978. Although the race was tightly contested, 
Senator Brooke was always respectful, always 
warm, and Paul, in turn, greatly admired him. 

It is appropriate that we express our grati-
tude with this legislation. Senator Brooke, in 
his life and through his service, broke barriers 
and created new opportunities for so many, 
and in so doing, moved our country further 
down the path towards the America that we all 
hope will someday be a reality. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE HONORING 
OUR NATION’S OBLIGATION TO 
RETURNING WARRIORS ACT 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, 
today I am introducing the Honoring Our Na-
tion’s Obligation to Returning Warriors Act 
(HONOR Warriors Act), along with my col-
league and friend Representative JOHN 
SALAZAR (D–CO). It is a companion bill to S. 
3008, bipartisan legislation authored by Sen-
ator KIT BOND of Missouri and Senator BAR-
BARA BOXER of California. 

This legislation recognizes that our 
servicemembers returning from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan need and deserve improved mental 
health care services. The HONOR Warriors 
Act will provide better mental health care treat-
ment for these military members and veterans, 
enhance care for military families, and better 
prepare our troops to cope with stress related 
to combat. 

The Pentagon acknowledged recently that 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and 
major depression are affecting an ever greater 
number of U.S. troops. Nearly 40,000 troops 
have been diagnosed with PTSD since 2003, 
up 50 percent just last year. The RAND Cor-
poration found even more disturbing statistics 
recently: Nearly 20 percent of all military 
servicemembers who have returned from Iraq 
and Afghanistan—300,000 total—have re-
ported symptoms of PTSD or severe depres-
sion. More than 600,000 returning troops suf-
fer from PTSD or Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), 
or both. With many our servicemembers de-
ploying for their third or fourth tours to Iraq, we 
can expect that these numbers will continue to 
rise. 

Treating these mental health problems is in 
some ways more difficult than treating wounds 
we can see. PTSD is the ‘‘invisible wound’’ 
that some soldiers don’t even know they have, 
and the onset of its symptoms can be de-
layed, making it even harder to recognize. In 
addition, because of the stigma attached to 
PTSD, estimates are that nearly 50 percent of 
troops don’t seek treatment. They are 
ashamed to seek help or fear that a diagnosis 
of mental illness will harm their careers. 

The recent RAND report also found that of 
those who do seek help for PTSD, only about 
half receive treatment that is considered to be 
‘‘minimally adequate.’’ With its shortage of 
funds and trained staff, it is clear that our mili-
tary mental health care system isn’t prepared 
to deal with this growing mental health crisis. 

This is unacceptable. If the Pentagon can’t 
act to help these injured servicemembers who 
have sacrificed so much for our country, then 
Congress must. That’s why I am introducing 
this legislation—to ensure that the mental 
health needs of our military members and vet-
erans are addressed now. The legislation will: 

Create a scholarship program to educate 
and train behavioral health care specialists to 
serve servicemembers and veterans; 

Give active-duty servicemembers access to 
Vet Centers, which currently provide readjust-
ment counseling, outreach, and mental health 
care services to veterans only; 

Extend survivor benefits to families of mili-
tary personnel who commit suicide and have 
a history of combat-related mental health con-
ditions, PTSD, or TBI; 

Provide grants to non-profit organizations to 
offer services to survivors of members of the 
Armed Forces and veterans; 

Establish pilot programs to better prepare 
servicemembers for combat through a focus 
on improved prevention, early detection, inter-
vention, and treatment of PTSD. The bill sets 
up two locations for these programs—Fort 
Carson in Colorado, and Fort Leonard Wood 
in Missouri. 

With Veterans Affairs Secretary James 
Peake himself suggesting a few weeks ago 
that concerns about PTSD and TBI are over-
blown, it’s clear that Congress needs to step 
in to ensure that our servicemembers and vet-
erans suffering from the invisible wounds of 
PTSD and major depression are getting the 
support they deserve. They shouldn’t have to 
fight another war to get proper care once they 
return home. Providing prompt and effective 
treatment to our returning troops can help pre-
vent many of the negative effects related to 
PTSD and depression. It’s the least we can do 
to repay them for the sacrifices they have 
made for our country. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 
TO DELAY MEDICARE’S DME 
COMPETITIVE BIDDING DEM-
ONSTRATION PROGRAM 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the ‘‘Medicare DMEPOS Competitive 
Acquisition Reform Act of 2008.’’ I am pleased 
to be introducing this bill with my Ranking 
Member on the Ways and Means Health Sub-
committee, Representative DAVE CAMP (R– 
MI); Ways and Means Committee Chairman 
CHARLES B. RANGEL (D–NY); House Minority 
Leader JOHN BOEHNER (R–OH); Energy and 
Commerce Chairman JOHN D. DINGELL (D– 
MI); and Energy and Commerce Committee 
Health Subcommittee Chairman FRANK 
PALLONE (D–NJ). In particular, I would like to 
thank Mr. CAMP for helping to craft this bipar-
tisan legislation. 

The Medicare Modernization Act mandated 
a competitive bidding program for durable 
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medical equipment in Medicare and allowed 
the program to be nationally implemented after 
a several year phase-in. Unfortunately, the Ad-
ministration developed the program with blind-
ers on to the needs of patients and the small 
companies who make up the durable medical 
equipment industry. 

Our subcommittee held a hearing on imple-
mentation of the bidding program on May 6, 
2008. We heard testimony from numerous 
stakeholders about the difficulties they en-
countered during the bidding process. For ex-
ample, nearly two-thirds of applicants were 
disqualified because of improper documenta-
tion—when they had initially been promised 
that such documentation errors would be 
pointed out to them and they’d have an oppor-
tunity to correct any errors. We also heard 
from beneficiary organizations concerned 
about a number of issues, including maintain-
ing access to benefits during what is likely to 
be a very tumultuous transition period. 

Without Congressional intervention, the 
flawed program begins on July 1, 2008. The 
bill we’re introducing today delays implementa-
tion of the competitive bidding program for 18 
months to provide the Centers on Medicare 
and Medicaid Services (CMS) with the time to 
create an improved program based on stand-
ards laid out in this legislation. Importantly, 
this bill comes at no cost to the Federal Gov-
ernment. The cost of delaying the program is 
fully paid for by the DME industry. 

Let me be clear from the outset in saying 
that I do not think this legislation goes far 
enough. If it were entirely up to me, I would 
be introducing legislation to repeal the current 
competitive bidding program and take far sim-
pler approach to adjusting Medicare’s DME 
payment rates. 

The program has already proved useful. It 
has shown that companies are willing to take 
Medicare’s business for far lower prices than 
the current fee schedule rates. Overall, the es-
timate is that Medicare would save 26 percent 
over the current fee schedule in these commu-
nities. That’s a significant savings that we 
can’t afford to ignore. However, instead of re-
peating the bidding process again and again 
in each and every community, I think Medicare 
might better be served—and significant admin-
istrative costs saved—by taking what we 
learned in this first round to change the fee 
schedule rates by which we pay for DME now. 
Those improvements could be done once and 
would immediately be in effect nationwide. 
That seems far simpler and far less disruptive 
to both suppliers and beneficiaries than the 
program that CMS is now phasing in. 

One aspect of the competitive bidding pro-
gram that I fully embrace is the requirement 
that DME suppliers meet quality standards 
through an accreditation process. Unfortu-
nately, as the Government Accountability Of-
fice and Office of Inspector General have told 
us in numerous reports, the DME industry has 
a ripe history of waste, fraud and abuse. 

The program’s accreditation provisions are a 
good start in tackling these problems, and our 
bill strengthens those requirements. Specifi-
cally, the bill sets a hard deadline of October 
2009 for all DME suppliers to be accredited. It 
also addresses a loophole that currently al-
lows subcontractors to remain unaccredited. It 
closes that loophole by requiring that every 
company that supplies DME items to Medicare 
beneficiaries, whether they are the primary 
supplier or have a subcontract to supply DME, 

must be accredited as meeting quality stand-
ards. Just recently, additional concerns have 
been raised about the quality of some of the 
accreditation organizations. While we did not 
address that in this bill, I believe the adminis-
tration has both the authority and the obliga-
tion to ensure that accreditation is meaningful. 

This bill was developed with strong bipar-
tisan support and with input from patient advo-
cates and industry representatives—many of 
whom have endorsed the legislation. It is the 
true definition of a compromise. It doesn’t 
eliminate the program as some of us would 
have liked, but it lays out the standards for a 
much more fair and appropriate competitive 
bidding program for the future. 

Again, as the program has shown, Medicare 
is overpaying for durable medical equipment. 
Enactment of this legislation reduces such 
overpayments and simultaneously paves the 
way for a better competitive bidding program 
for patients and suppliers. I am proud that we 
were able to develop this compromise and re-
quire the industry themselves to come to the 
table to help pay for the delay. This bill is in 
the best interest of our senior citizens and 
people with disabilities who depend on this 
equipment to maintain independent lives. I 
urge my colleagues to join us in acting swiftly 
to enact this much needed legislation. 

Organizations endorsing the bill include: 
American Academy of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation, American Association for 
Homecare, American Podiatric Medical Asso-
ciation, American Society of Transplantation, 
Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities Health 
Task Force, Health Industry Distributors of 
America, Invacare, ITEM Coalition, National 
Coalition for Assistive and Rehab Technology, 
National Community Pharmacists Association, 
Orthotic and Prosthetic Alliance, Pedorthic 
Footwear Association, Rite Aid, the Endocrine 
Society, Vision Council of America, Wound 
Ostomy Continence Nurses Society, 3M Cor-
poration. 

A more detailed summary of the bill follows: 
MEDICARE DMEPOS COMPETITIVE 
ACQUISITION REFORM ACT OF 2008 

Introduced by Reps. Stark, Camp, Rangel, 
Boehner, Dingell, Pallone and others, 

SUMMARY 
The Medicare DMEPOS Competitive Ac-

quisition Reform Act of 2008 delays imple-
mentation of the Medicare durable medical 
equipment, prosthetics, orthotics and sup-
plies (DMEPOS) competitive bidding pro-
gram. It would also make improvements to 
the bidding process, establish quality meas-
ures for DME suppliers in Medicare, and 
make additional changes to the program. 
The cost of the delay would be offset by a re-
duction in current DMEPOS payment rates. 

BACKGROUND 
Durable Medical Equipment (DME) has his-

torically been paid using a fee schedule. The 
Balanced Budget Act of 1997 established a 
demonstration program to test competitive 
bidding as a new way to set payment for 
DMEPOS. The Medicare Prescription Drug, 
Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003 
went further, requiring CMS to implement 
competitive bidding nationally for the fol-
lowing selected categories of items and 
services: oxygen supplies and equip-
ment; standard power wheelchairs and 
scooters; complex rehabilitative wheel-
chairs; mail-order diabetic supplies; en-
teral nutrients and equipment; contin-
uous positive airway pressure (CPAP) 
devices and Respiratory Assist Devices 

(RADs); hospital beds; negative pres-
sure wound therapy devices; walkers; 
and support surfaces, including mat-
tresses. Under the program, suppliers 
bid to provide items for one or more of 
the categories in a geographic area. 
Those whose bids are awarded are then 
permitted to supply the selected items 
to beneficiaries; organizations that are 
not awarded bids are precluded from 
providing Medicare beneficiaries with 
DMEPOS items targeted for bidding in 
the bidding area. Unless this or other 
legislation is enacted to delay the pro-
gram, Round 1, which affects 10 metro-
politan statistical areas is slated to 
start on July 1. The agency is required 
to begin implementation of Round 2, 
which will affect 70 communities, in 
2009, although CMS has not released 
the exact schedule. After Round 2 is 
completed, competitive bidding may be 
expanded across the country and prices 
may be adjusted in non-bid areas using 
information from the bidding program. 

LEGISLATION 
Temporary Delay Rounds 1 & 2 

Terminate contracts awarded under Round 
1 and restart the contracting process in 
those areas in 2009. 

Round 2 contracting process would begin in 
2011. 

Payment adjustments for DMEPOS in non- 
competitive bid areas may not take effect 
until Round 2 is completed. 

OFFSET 
In January 2009, eliminate the annual in-

flationary adjustment for all items covered 
by Round 1 of the competitive bidding pro-
gram and reduce payment rates for those 
items by 9.5 percent nationwide. This policy 
does not affect diabetic supplies furnished by 
retail suppliers because they were not cov-
ered by the bidding program. 

Items that had been subject to the reduc-
tion would receive a 2 percent payment in-
crease in 2014, except in any area where a 
competitive bidding contract is in effect or 
CMS has otherwise adjusted payment rates. 

BIDDING PROCESS IMPROVEMENTS 
Require CMS to notify bidders about pa-

perwork discrepancies and give suppliers the 
opportunity to correct within a reasonable 
time frame. 

Provide CMS the authority to subdivide 
MSAs with more than 8 million people. 

Exempt rural areas and MSAs with a popu-
lation of less than 250,000 from competitive 
bidding for at least 5 years. 

Require that suppliers who bid on diabetic 
testing supplies offer brands that cover at 
least 50% of the market by volume (does not 
apply to Round 1). 

Before using its authority to adjust prices 
in non-bid areas, CMS must issue a regula-
tion and consider how prices set through 
competitive bidding compare to costs for 
such items in non-bid areas. 

Require HHS’s Office of Inspector General 
to verify calculations used to determine the 
pivotal bid amount and winning bid 
amounts. 

QUALITY MEASURES 

Require all suppliers to be accredited by 
October 1, 2009. Ensure that all suppliers, 
whether they are billing Medicare directly or 
are a subcontractor to another supplier, be 
subject to accreditation. 

Require contracting suppliers to disclose 
all subcontracting relationships to CMS. 

Exclude physicians and other practitioners 
from DMEPOS accreditation requirements 
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until CMS develops provider-specific stand-
ards. Allow CMS to waive physician accredi-
tation if the agency determines they are sub-
ject to other mandatory quality require-
ments. 

Establish a separate ombudsman within 
CMS to handle supplier and beneficiary 
issues related to the competitive bidding 
program. 

OTHER CHANGES 

Exclude complex rehabilitation wheel-
chairs, and related accessories when fur-
nished with such wheelchairs, from competi-
tive bidding. 

Exclude negative pressure wound therapy 
from Round 1 and require CMS to evaluate 
how these items are coded and paid. 

Exclude Puerto Rico from Round 1 re-bid-
ding (did not receive enough valid bids in 
original Round 1 for CMS to award any con-
tracts). 

Allow physicians and other treating practi-
tioners to supply ‘‘off-the-shelf orthotics’’ to 
their patients without being awarded com-
petitive bidding contracts. 

Allow hospitals in bidding areas to supply 
the same DMEPOS items that physicians 
and other practitioners will be able to supply 
(those that are considered an integral part of 
professional services) without being awarded 
contracts for those items. 

Ensure that podiatrists and other similar 
practitioners can prescribe DMEPOS items 
by using broader definition of physician in 
Social Security Act. (This relates to a draft-
ing error in MMA that pointed to the wrong 
definition of physician in the Social Security 
Act when requiring face-to-face examination 
in order to prescribe DMEPOS items.) 

Delay mandated GAO report to coincide 
with delay to Round 1 and expand scope of 
report. 

Provides CMS implementation funding of 
$120 million. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF MARVIN 
HIRSCHBERG 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in remembrance of Marvin Hirschberg, 
and in recognition of a life dedicated to his 
country, community and family. 

Marvin Hisrchberg, a resident of Olmsted 
Falls since 1969, has a multifaceted and rich 
history of public service. He earned both his 
B.S. and M.S. degrees in Mechanical Engi-
neering from the City College of New York in 
1951 and from Case Institute of Technology in 
1958. Marvin worked as a research scientist at 
NASA for forty-two years until his retirement in 
1994. Despite his retirement from full-time 
work, he continued to be an active volunteer 
at NASA and in the Greater Cleveland Area. 
His dedication to the environment and to the 
Olmsted Falls community earned him recogni-
tion as Olmsted Falls Citizen of the Year in 
1998. Marvin was imperative in initiating the 
city’s recycling program and served on the En-
vironmental Protection Board. He and his wife, 
Ann, worked together mentoring students 
through the American Field Service (AFS), a 
program which enables resident high school 
seniors to study abroad and students from 
around the world to study in Olmsted Falls. 

Marvin was also a key member of the 
Olmsted Falls Airport Committee. He applied 

his knowledge as a NASA engineer to the 
civic efforts of Olmsted Falls residents to exer-
cise oversight of the City of Cleveland’s airport 
planning. As a result of his knowledge and re-
search on sound, his dogged pursuit of a bet-
ter way of planning airport expansions, and his 
dedication to citizenship as a resident and 
leader in his community, Marvin helped make 
Olmsted Falls a quieter place and helped 
make the City of Cleveland and Hopkins Inter-
national Airport a better neighbor. 

Mr. Hirschberg is survived by his loving 
wife, Ann, his children, Leslie Vickery, Eric 
and Lora Hirschberg, and his nine grand-
children; Daniel and Emily Olah, Benjamin and 
Samuel Vickery, Adam, Claire, and Valerie 
Hirschberg, and Eva and Alice Nowell. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in celebrating the life of Marvin Hirschberg, 
who committed his life to serving his country, 
community and family. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise to note 
that I would have voted in favor of both the 
Motion to Refer H. Res. 1258 to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary (Roll. No. 401) and H. 
Res. 1235 (Roll No. 402). I was obligated to 
leave the House floor before the close of 
votes in order to speak with several important 
witnesses and supporters just prior to a com-
mittee hearing that was scheduled to com-
mence immediately after that series of votes. 

f 

H.R. 6229 MAYOR WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ 
SANDBERG POST OFFICE 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I have the pleasure of introducing 
H.R. 6229, legislation to name the Post Office 
located at 2523 7th Avenue East in North 
Saint Paul after Mayor William ‘‘Bill’’ 
Sandberg, the longtime Mayor of North Saint 
Paul, Minnesota. 

Bill Sandberg was born in 1932 in the 
Selby-Grand neighborhood of Saint Paul. His 
family later moved to North Saint Paul, where 
he lived the remainder of his life. He grad-
uated from North Saint Paul High School in 
1950 and the University of Minnesota in 1954. 
After serving in the Army in the 1950s, Bill 
joined the family business, Sandberg Funeral 
Home in North St. Paul as funeral director. He 
later served as an associate of Johnson-Peter-
son Funeral Home of St. Paul and White Bear 
Lake and was active in the Minnesota Funeral 
Directors Association and a Heritage Club 
member of the National Funeral Directors As-
sociation (NFDA). Throughout his career, Bill 
was a well respected business owner and a 
leader in the small business community. 

Bill Sandberg was first elected Mayor of 
North Saint Paul in 1978, reelected for seven 
more terms, and served with honor and dis-
tinction until his passing on April 20, 2008. 

Throughout his 30 year career as Mayor, he 
brought people together to solve divisive 
issues such as the reconstruction of Highway 
36 because he always put public service, 
common sense, and the citizens of North 
Saint Paul first. As a man of strong religious 
faith, Bill organized Mayor’s Prayer Breakfasts 
where people of all faiths could come together 
to celebrate community and support one an-
other. 

I want to thank the entire Minnesota Delega-
tion for cosponsoring this legislation that pays 
tribute to a dedicated public servant, wonderful 
human being, and dear friend and mentor. 
Those of us who knew Bill also know well his 
loving devotion to his wife Dolores, daughter 
Karen, and grandchildren Carolyn and William. 

f 

EXPRESSING CONCERN ABOUT HIV/ 
AIDS EPIDEMICS IN THE CARIB-
BEAN 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to express my concern about the increasing 
rate of HIV/AIDS infections in the Caribbean. 

Caribbean nations are the areas of the high-
est occurrence of the HIV/AIDS disease. 
United Nations reports that Haiti, Belize, Bar-
bados, the Bahamas and other neighboring 
countries have the prevalence ratio which 
comes second only after the sub-Sahara re-
gion. The developing countries are hit hardest 
by these epidemics, which are devastating 
families, labor forces and economies. Un-
doubtedly, substantial progress has been 
made in preventing and treating the disease. 
Many people in the Caribbean are provided 
with life-prolonging anti-viral medications and 
therapies. A growing number of pregnant 
women are receiving drugs that prevent pass-
ing the viruses from mother to child during 
pregnancy and child-labor. Still, many more 
people are urgently in need of medications to 
keep them alive. In 2007, nearly 2.5 million 
people were newly infected, mainly from the 
Caribbean and sub-Sahara regions. Devel-
oping countries work hard on providing the 
poor with life-saving medications. It is crucial 
that they continue such important work. 

Universal access and reduced cost of dis-
ease-fighting drugs remain the main issues in 
dealing with the HIV/AIDS epidemic. I hope 
that many more Americans are concerned 
about the spread of the HIV/AIDS disease and 
join in the struggle against the deadly virus. 

f 

RECOGNIZING EMERGENCY MAN-
AGERS IN BARTHOLOMEW COUN-
TY 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commend and recognize the extraordinary 
contributions of emergency management, dis-
aster response, and recovery personnel as 
well as elected officials and community lead-
ers in my district devastated by the recent se-
vere weather in Indiana. 
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I wish particularly to honor these out-

standing individuals in Bartholomew County: 1. 
Dennis Moats, Director, Emergency Manage-
ment Agency; 2. Mark Gorbett, Sheriff; 3. Jim 
Bickel, CEO, Columbus Regional Hospital; 
and 4. Fred Armstrong, Mayor, City of Colum-
bus. 

These areas suffered greatly from torna-
does, heavy rains and flooding, creating a ca-
tastrophe that awaits a presidential response. 
But the catastrophe did not await the efforts of 
these individuals. And in response, they went 
above and beyond the call of duty, showing 
great poise while saving many lives and serv-
ing the people of their communities. 

I also commend Governor Mitch Daniels 
and the many state government authorities 
who have been so instrumental in leading the 
state through this crisis. I strongly support In-
diana’s three requests for federal aid and 
renew my request to the President of the 
United States, the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture to act promptly, make assess-
ments, and declare an expedited major dis-
aster for all 44 counties in the State of Indiana 
affected by the severe weather. 

We need to speed the necessary relief to 
the families who have fallen victim to Mother 
Nature’s fury and extend full federal assist-
ance to Hoosier families, businesses and 
farms to include direct assistance to individ-
uals, Small Business Administration Disaster 
Loans and emergency assistance loans from 
the Farm Service Agency. 

Madam Speaker, Hoosier families and com-
munities are hurting and need to know that 
help is on the way. I urge this Administration 
and my colleagues to focus their attention on 
this urgent Midwestern need for emergency 
relief. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BUNYAN BRYANT 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Dr. Bunyan Bryant, Ph.D., for winning 
the 2008 Helen and William G. Milliken Distin-
guished Service Award, from the Michigan En-
vironmental Council, on May 28, 2008. 

Dr. Bryant is a national leader in the field of 
environmental justice. His work helped not 
only to identify the pressing need to actively 
protect our environmental resources, but it 
also helped to show the glaring disparities in 
the communities affected by such harm. He is 
the founder and director of the Environmental 
Justice Initiative at the University of Michigan’s 
School of Natural Resources and serves as an 
Arthur F. Thurnau Professor at the school. 

Bunyan Bryant is a pioneering figure in the 
Environmental Justice movement. His work 
helped to show the correlations between ad-
verse environmental impacts and the dis-
proportionate affect they have on the lives of 
the poor and minorities. This relationship and 
the need to actively address such disparities, 
forms the bedrock of the Environmental Jus-
tice movement. 

Dr. Bryant has been more than just a strong 
voice for justice and the environment. He has 
been and continues to be a teacher, guide 
and mentor for his students. In his role as a 

professor he has touched thousands of lives. 
His work has helped to shape the next gen-
eration of environmental leaders. Bunyan pos-
sesses a unique ability to connect with stu-
dents individually and help them understand 
the difference their efforts will make. 

I salute Dr. Bunyan Bryant for winning the 
2008 Milliken Award. This honor is given to 
those who have demonstrated a lifelong com-
mitment to the environmental movement and 
its goals of improving our world through ac-
tion. Dr. Bryant is certainly worthy of this rec-
ognition and I appreciate any chance to recog-
nize him. I honor Dr. Bryant for his tremen-
dous efforts and a lifetime of sacrifice and 
dedication to a noble cause. I thank him for all 
that he has done. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CONGRESSIONAL 
CLUB 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, it gives 
me great pleasure to recognize the 100th An-
niversary of The Congressional Club; the only 
club in the world established by an act of Con-
gress. Since its founding in 1908, The Con-
gressional Club has provided a nonpartisan 
setting for the spouses of Members of Con-
gress to form lasting friendships and foster bi-
partisan collaboration on several projects ben-
efiting our children and communities. 

Each year, The Congressional Club hosts 
the First Lady of the United States for a lunch-
eon and donates the proceeds to a selected 
charity. The First Lady’s Luncheon is the 
Club’s largest and most prestigious event of 
the year. My wife Julie is currently serving as 
3rd Vice President of The Congressional Club 
and had the privilege of serving as Co-Chair 
of the luncheon this year, which hosted 1,800 
guests including distinguished Members of the 
House and Senate, the President’s Cabinet, 
and the spouses of the Supreme Court Jus-
tices. In honor of First Lady Laura Bush, the 
Club donated the proceeds from the 2008 
luncheon to Ford’s Theater; one of the most 
visited sites in our Nation’s capital, celebrating 
the life and legacy of our 16th President Abra-
ham Lincoln. Past recipients of the Club’s 
charitable giving include mentoring programs, 
literacy programs, child care centers, and do-
mestic shelters. 

Over the past 100 years, The Congressional 
Club has been a home away from home for 
many of its members. The friendships made 
and memories shared will forever be cher-
ished, and the community forever grateful for 
the kindness and generosity of The Congres-
sional Club. 

Congratulations to all members of The Con-
gressional Club on 100 years of outstanding 
service and friendship to our Nation, and may 
your next 100 years be as memorable and re-
warding as the first. 

TRIBUTE TO MONICA BROWN 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, this Saturday 
the city of Lake Jackson, Texas, will celebrate 
the accomplishments of United States Army 
Specialist Monica Brown, who, at the age of 
19, has already earned herself a place in the 
pantheon of Texas military heroes. 

Specialist Brown was recently awarded the 
Silver Star, the nation’s third highest medal of 
valor, because of her heroic actions in Afghan-
istan. Specialist Brown is only the second 
woman to receive the Silver Star since World 
War II. 

On April 25, 2007, Specialist Brown was 
part of a four-vehicle convoy patrolling near 
Jani Kheil in the eastern province of Paktia 
when a bomb struck one of the vehicles. Upon 
seeing that her comrades needed help, Spe-
cialist Brown put aside concerns for her own 
safety and ran through insurgent gunfire and 
mortars to protect the wounded soldiers. Spe-
cialist Brown used her body to shield five in-
jured soldiers as she administered aid and 
then dragged each of them 100 meters away 
to safety. 

I am pleased to take this opportunity to sa-
lute U.S. Army Specialist Monica Brown and 
let her know how proud I, and all of Lake 
Jackson, are of her heroism. I urge all my col-
leagues, and all Americans, to join me in sa-
luting Monica Brown and all the brave men 
and women serving in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

f 

RECOGNIZING STEVE BARR, AU-
THOR OF THE WASHINGTON 
POST’S FEDERAL DIARY 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, this Friday 
an esteemed member of the Washington 
press corps—our friend, Steve Barr—will con-
clude his service as the author of the Wash-
ington Post’s Federal Diary. For 29 years, 
Steve has served our region as a reporter with 
the Washington Post, and for the last 8 years 
he has written the Post’s Federal Diary col-
umn, covering workplace issues within the 
three branches of the Federal government. 

As someone who represents 58,000 Federal 
workers, I am especially grateful for Steve’s 
work to make the Federal Diary a highly-valu-
able resource on the issues of greatest impor-
tance to our nation’s civil service employees. 
For those of us monitoring the daily develop-
ments affecting our federal workforce, Steve’s 
column has been required reading. 

Madam Speaker, as we are well aware, our 
federal workforce is one of the best in the 
world, and in Steve, we could not have asked 
for anyone who recognizes that more. The 
quality of his work is a mark of the great pride 
and pleasure he so clearly possesses in his 
service to our public service workers. So while 
Steve’s departure marks the end of an era at 
the Post’s Federal Diary, I assure you that his 
contributions will long be remembered. I wish 
him the best in his future endeavors. 
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TRIBUTE TO MRS. MARIE HERBST 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Mrs. Marie Herbst on re-
tirement after more than thirty-seven years of 
service to the citizens of East Windsor Con-
necticut as a State Senator, Mayor, Town 
Councilwoman, teacher, mother, wife, and role 
model. 

Marie has been inspiring and leading people 
from the East Windsor/Vernon area of Con-
necticut for her entire lifetime. Beginning as 
one of the most dedicated citizens of Vernon, 
she stood as an activist for her town’s needs 
in the area of education. This commitment to 
the Vernon area was not limited to simple ac-
tivism, as Marie saw the need to serve her 
constituents locally to ensure that her neigh-
bors’ voices were heard. 

She was elected to the Board of Education, 
Town Council, and as Mayor of Vernon, and 
for over eight years as a State Senator rep-
resenting her friends and neighbors in Hart-
ford. She demonstrated further dedication to 
her fellow citizens after she left the Con-
necticut General Assembly to resume her po-
sition on the Town Council. In many ways, her 
return to local government was similar to 
former President John Quincy Adams decision 
to serve in the U.S. House of Representatives 
after leaving the White House. 

As important as her loyalty to the citizens of 
East Windsor and Vernon were as a public 
servant, deeper than any other commitment 
was her passion for education. Offering her 
skills and dedication outside of her sizable 
family, Marie served honorably for over 37 
years as an educator attesting to her selfless-
ness and passion for the well-being of East 
Windsor, Connecticut’s schoolchildren, both 
present and future. Countless students over 
that time have been inspired by Marie’s pas-
sion and skill as a teacher and gone on to 
succeed in adult life. Marie was active to the 
last moment, even taking time to offer words 
of enduring wisdom to the recent graduates of 
East Windsor High School as the school’s 
graduation speaker. 

I ask that you please join with me in con-
gratulating and commemorating the dedication 
and career of Mrs. Marie Herbst, a truly con-
cerned, selfless citizen of eastern Connecticut. 

f 

AIR FORCE FIRINGS 

HON. DONALD A. MANZULLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. MANZULLO. Madam Speaker, with the 
recent firings at the Air Force, I am greatly 
concerned about the aerial refueling tanker 
contract that was awarded to a consortium 
dominated by Airbus. 

In its internal evaluations, the Air Force 
gave almost identical scores to both sides. 
Yet, they awarded this contract to a company 
that has never delivered a tanker with a refuel-
ing boom to be assembled in a factory that 
does not yet exist. 

EADS has pledged to incorporate about 60 
percent U.S. content in its tanker. Yet, Boeing 

already has 85 percent U.S. content in its 
tanker. 

EADS has promised to create up to 48,000 
jobs to Americans. However, a recent analysis 
concluded that EADS’ job figure is closer to 
14,000. The same study found Boeing would 
create at least twice as many U.S. jobs. 

The sad truth is that the bulk of the EADS 
tanker will be built in Europe. Yet, current poli-
cies prohibit the Pentagon from considering 
the U.S. industrial base during a major de-
fense acquisition. This must change. We must 
have the ability to build the weapons nec-
essary to defend ourselves to be a great na-
tion. Even Adam Smith agrees. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE CARBON 
CAPTURE AND STORAGE EARLY 
DEPLOYMENT ACT 

HON. RICK BOUCHER 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. BOUCHER. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to introduce today the Carbon Cap-
ture and Storage Early Deployment Act, bipar-
tisan legislation which will establish a non-gov-
ernmental fund and entity to accelerate the 
deployment of carbon capture and storage 
(CCS) technologies. CCS is a method of re-
ducing greenhouse gas emissions by cap-
turing and injecting underground the carbon 
dioxide emitted from electricity generation 
plants that use fossil fuels, including petro-
leum, natural gas and coal. 

72 percent of our nation’s electricity is gen-
erated through fossil fuel combustion. 51 per-
cent is based on coal use; 20 percent is reli-
ant on natural gas and 1.6 percent on petro-
leum. Given our extensive reliance on fossil 
fuels and the current unavailability of sufficient 
alternatives to them, the continued use of fos-
sil fuels is essential to our economic security. 

The Carbon Capture and Storage Early De-
ployment Act addresses this clear need by en-
abling electric utilities that use coal to have 
the continued ability to do so when a manda-
tory program is implemented to control green-
house gas emissions. 

I am preparing to draft a mandatory green-
house gas control measure which will rely on 
cap and trade to address rising global tem-
peratures and climate change. Power plants 
and industrial companies that burn fossil fuels 
will be required to lessen their emissions of 
CO2 in accordance with a schedule set in the 
statute. As CO2 constraints become ever more 
severe, not only coal using facilities will need 
to use CO2 capture and storage technologies, 
but facilities using natural gas and petroleum 
will as well. The use of CCS technology will 
enable fossil fuel users to meet the reduction 
requirements of the measure while continuing 
to use coal, oil or natural gas. 

The legislation I am introducing today rep-
resents a necessary first step toward the im-
plementation of such a cap and trade system 
to address global climate change. If severe 
emissions reduction requirements in a cap and 
trade system take effect before the carbon 
capture and storage technologies are avail-
able, the effect on coal fired utilities in par-
ticular would be severe. They would rapidly 
switch from coal to other fuels. Such fuel 
switching would significantly increase elec-

tricity prices to the severe detriment of both 
residential and industrial electricity consumers. 
Fuel switching from coal would most likely re-
sult in far greater uses of natural gas for elec-
tricity generation, severely stressing an al-
ready constrained natural gas supply and dra-
matically increasing natural gas prices. 

Today, 58 percent of U.S. homes are heat-
ed with natural gas, and numerous industries 
are heavily reliant on it. If large scale switch-
ing by utilities from coal to natural gas occurs, 
tens of millions of Americans would experi-
ence deep economic pain, and many domestic 
industries, from fertilizer to chemicals, would 
be dislocated. The early arrival of CCS is es-
sential to prevent this economic disruption in a 
carbon constrained economy. 

While some commercial CCS projects are in 
operation, they are small in scale and have 
the purpose of enhancing oil recovery. Further 
research, development and demonstration are 
necessary for the permanent storage under-
ground of large quantities of CO2 in a variety 
of storage media in widely dispersed locations 
around the nation. 

In order to accelerate the deployment of 
CCS technologies, the Carbon Capture and 
Storage Early Deployment Act authorizes the 
establishment of a Carbon Storage Research 
Corporation. The nation’s fossil fuel-based 
electricity distribution utilities would be author-
ized to hold a referendum for the creation of 
the Corporation. If the referendum results in 
approval by representatives of two-thirds of 
the fossil fuel-based electricity delivered to re-
tail consumers, the Corporation is established. 

The Corporation will be operated as a divi-
sion or affiliate of the Electric Power Research 
Institute (EPRI) and will be managed by a 
Board of not more than 12 members, which 
will be appointed by the EPRI and will include 
representatives of investor owned utilities, utili-
ties owned by a federal or state agency or a 
municipality, rural electric cooperatives and 
fossil fuel producers. 

The Corporation will assess fees on distribu-
tion utilities for all fossil fuel-based electricity 
delivered to retail consumers. The assessment 
will be applied to electricity generated from 
coal, natural gas and oil and will reflect the 
relative CO2 emission rates of each fuel. The 
assessment will total approximately $1 billion 
annually. The legislation specifies that distribu-
tion utilities will be allowed to recover the 
costs of the fee from retail consumers, result-
ing in a roughly $10–$12 total annual increase 
in residential electricity rates. 

The $1 billion annual fund will be distributed 
by the Corporation in the form of grants and 
contracts to governmental, academic and pri-
vate entities for projects with the purpose of 
accelerating the commercial demonstration or 
availability of CCS technologies. 

I would like to thank my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle for working with me on and 
cosponsoring this legislation. 

The Carbon Capture and Storage Early De-
ployment Act enjoys bipartisan and industry 
support and will enable the continued use of 
our nation’s most inexpensive and abundant 
resources for fuel generation when a manda-
tory greenhouse gas emissions reduction pro-
gram is implemented. 

I urge my colleagues to support this meas-
ure. 
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HONORING LINDA DARNELL 

THORPE ON THE OCCASION OF 
HER RETIREMENT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to join the 
many family, friends, and colleagues in paying 
tribute to my dear friend, Linda Darnell 
Thorpe, as she celebrates her retirement after 
36 years of dedicated service as an educator 
with the New Haven Public School System. 
She has been a teacher that is not only loved 
by her students, but respected by her col-
leagues—a reflection of all that we hope and 
expect our educators to be. 

A native of New Haven, Linda was educated 
locally earning a B.S. in education from South-
ern Connecticut State University as well as an 
M.S. from the University of Connecticut. She 
began her career at the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
School where she taught second grade. She 
spent 24 years at MLK, teaching two genera-
tions of students—literally having the oppor-
tunity to teach some of the children of the 
young people she first taught at the beginning 
of her career. She has spent the last 12 years 
at the Edgewood Magnet School where she 
has taken on the challenge of educating a 
more diverse group of fifth and sixth grade 
students. 

I have often spoke of our nation’s need for 
talented, creative educators ready to help our 
children learn and grow. Throughout her ca-
reer, Linda has been just that kind of teacher. 
She is well-known among her colleagues as 
always being the first to arrive in the morning 
and one of the last to leave in the evening. 
Linda would arrive 6 o’clock in the morning 
and, on more than one occasion, would have 
to return home when it was announced that 
school would be closed on a snow day. 

Linda’s deep commitment to education is 
best reflected in the success of her students. 
Her enthusiasm and energy combined with her 
belief that children learn best when they are 
active in the learning process created an envi-
ronment where children not only wanted to 
learn, they had fun doing so. The myriad of 
accolades, awards, and commendations that 
she has received throughout the years are 
testimony to the positive impact she has had 
on her students. Her students were excited to 
be in her classroom and inspired to succeed. 
That was her gift to them. For an educator, 
there is no greater legacy one could leave. 

In a career that has spanned four decades, 
Linda has touched the lives of thousands of 
young people. She has helped to shape their 
education and their character—preparing them 
with the tools and skills they need and building 
a foundation on which they will enjoy future 
success. She has also served as an inspira-
tion to her colleagues. Today, as she cele-
brates her retirement and reflects on her ca-
reer, I am proud to join her longtime com-
panion, Stanley Welch, her grandson Vinston, 
and all of those gathered today in extending 
my sincere thanks and appreciation for her 
outstanding and invaluable contributions. 
Linda Darnell Thorpe is an extraordinary 
woman, teacher, and friend and we are all 
better for having the opportunity to know her. 

IN HONOR OF THE MOST 
VENERABLE THICH HO GIAC 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
this Father’s Day, I wish to celebrate the life 
and ministry of the Most Venerable Thich Ho 
Giac, who currently serves at the Phap Luan 
Buddhist Culture Center in Houston, Texas. 
He was born on January 14, 1928 and is now 
80 years old. He does not have any biological 
children of his own, but he is still a father fig-
ure and mentor to many in the Buddhist faith. 

The Most Venerable Thich Ho Giac has 
committed his life to religion and service. He 
was admitted to monastery life when he was 
five years old. He was ordained as a bhikkhu 
in 1948. He came to the United States in 1982 
and became a United States citizen in 1988. 
He has two leadership titles: Supreme patri-
arch of Buddhist Sangha and President of the 
Overseas Office of the Unified Buddhist 
Church of Vietnam. 

Madam Speaker, on this Father’s Day, I ask 
my colleagues and the people of Houston to 
honor the Most Venerable Thich Ho Giac for 
his seventy-five years of service and leader-
ship in the Buddhist faith. 

f 

PASSENGER RAIL INVESTMENT 
AND IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 11, 2008 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 6003) to reauthor-
ize Amtrak, and for other purposes: 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, I 
rise today in strong support of H.R. 6003, the 
Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement 
Act of 2008. As this country’s sole provider of 
regularly scheduled intercity passenger rail 
service, Amtrak’s importance and necessity to 
all Americans is clear. In the face of contin-
ually rising gas prices, overloaded highways 
and congested airports, many Americans are 
being forced to make difficult financial deci-
sions regarding their modes of travel. Amtrak 
has become an ever more viable transpor-
tation option at such a time, and continues to 
be a practical option for many of those people 
searching for an efficient and economical trav-
el alternative. 

Mr. Chairman, as you know, Amtrak carried 
almost 25.8 million passengers and posted ap-
proximately $1.5 billion in ticket revenue in 
2007. This is a gain of 10 percent over FY06 
ticket revenues, and is the third consecutive 
year that ticket revenues have increased. It is 
through a combination of increased profits and 
a reauthorization bill that proposes $14.4 bil-
lion dollars over the next five years that Am-
trak will have an incredible opportunity to 
thrive and flourish. 

H.R. 6003 does much to aid in the contin-
ued growth and vitality of Amtrak. The bill au-
thorizes $4.2 billion to Amtrak for capital 
grants and $3 billion for operating grants. It is 

no secret that inconsistent Federal support 
has hampered Amtrak’s ability to replace 
equipment necessary for it to provide service. 
These capital grants will help Amtrak make 
additional capital improvements and mainte-
nance over its entire network. In addition, the 
operating grants authorized under the bill will 
help Amtrak pay salaries, health costs, over-
time pay, fuel costs, facilities, and train main-
tenance and operations. These operating 
grants will also ensure that Amtrak can meet 
its obligations under its recently negotiated 
labor contract. 

The Amtrak reauthorization bill also does 
much for intercity and high speed passenger 
rail in this country. The bill creates a new 
State Capital Grant program for intercity pas-
senger rail and capital projects. It also rec-
ommends that the United States establish a 
high-speed rail network for the entire country. 
The bill authorizes $1.75 billion for grants to 
States and Amtrak to finance the construction 
and equipment for 11 authorized high-speed 
rail corridors. 

However, Amtrak still has many hurdles to 
overcome, the biggest of which is its $3.17 bil-
lion worth of debt. Although Amtrak has taken 
great steps in reducing its debt by almost 
$600 million since 2002, it still has a long way 
to go. As a result, this bill explicitly helps Am-
trak manage its debt by authorizing $345 mil-
lion each year for debt service through 
FY2013. 

Mr. Chairman, I am particularly pleased and 
grateful to the committee, under the leadership 
of Chairman OBERSTAR and Chairwoman 
BROWN, for including a provision that calls for 
a report on Amtrak’s utilization of the Beech 
Grove repair facility in my congressional dis-
trict. The report will also include an examina-
tion to determine the extent that Amtrak is 
maximizing the opportunities for each facility, 
including any attempts to provide maintenance 
and repair to other rail carriers. As the largest 
Amtrak maintenance facility in the country, it is 
my belief that the Beech Grove facility is un-
derutilized and that Amtrak can bring more 
maintenance work to this facility. 

Mr. Chairman, this piece of legislation is 
long overdue and much needed. It is time for 
us to give Amtrak all the funding and opportu-
nities it needs to become a more efficient and 
effective travel alternative for Americans. I am 
pleased that we are bringing this bill to the 
floor and I urge all my colleagues to vote in 
favor of this legislation. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND 
LEGACY OF DARRENT 
DEMARCUS WILLIAMS OF FORT 
WORTH, TEXAS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life of Darrent ‘‘Dee’’ 
Williams and his legacy, the Darrent Williams 
Foundation. 

Darrent Williams, a constituent of TX–D26, 
was a Fort Worth native and O.D. Wyatt grad-
uate who died tragically January 1, 2007. 
Though his most important roles were as son, 
father and role model to many, he was also a 
star NFL player for the Denver Broncos. With 
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a magnanimous heart, a desire to excel and 
the fight in him to say to naysayers, ‘‘just 
watch me,’’ Darrent took on the world. 

As a senior high school player, he was 
named 7–4A Defensive Most Valuable Player. 
During his career at Oklahoma State Univer-
sity, where he received full scholarship, he 
tied for first place all-time Division I–A in ca-
reer interception returns for touchdowns. In 
2005 he was selected by the Denver Broncos 
as 2nd Round pick for starting Cornerback 
and Punt Returner. 

At the age of 24, Darrent Williams’ life was 
cut short. But through tragedy, a life-fulfilling 
purpose emerged. The Darrent Williams Foun-
dation, which carries his namesake, will part-
ner with a host of organizations to provide 
mentorship, counseling, tutoring, guidance, 
and athletic training and conditioning to youth 
ages 6 to 13. These services will be rendered 
with the overall goal to help ease life chal-
lenges and concerns regardless of ethnicity 
and socioeconomic background. As partners 
with Fort Worth Independent School District 
(FWISD), L. Clifford Davis and Morningside El-
ementary Schools have been chosen as inau-
gural recipients. 

Today, I join with the entire city of Fort 
Worth community in recognizing Darrent Wil-
liams’ life and legacy. 

f 

IN HONOR OF FATHER’S DAY 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I wish to honor our Nation’s fathers this Fa-
ther’s Day because they are the foundation of 
the family and heroes in the eyes of our Na-
tion’s children. Fathers are a vital part of the 
strength of the American family and I ask that 
my colleagues honor the fathers of our Nation 
on Sunday, June 15, 2008. 

Father’s Day is celebrated worldwide at dif-
ferent times of the year, but in America, we 
celebrate it on the third Sunday of June. Fa-
ther’s Day has a long history in the United 
States, although it was not officially recog-
nized until the presidency of Richard Nixon. 
After the Civil War, the casualties were im-
measurable and many women lost their fa-
thers, husbands and family members. Two no-
table women, Sonora Smart Dodd of West Vir-
ginia and Grace Golden Clayton of Wash-
ington, acted upon their loss by encouraging 
their communities and states to commemorate 
the lives of their fathers. Sonora Smart Dodd, 
whose single-parent father raised 6 children 
before his death, was the first to propose such 
a celebration of fatherhood in 1909. 

Father’s Day is a time for Americans nation-
wide to show reverence and love for the father 
figures in their lives. It is also a time to pay 
tribute to those men who are single parents or 
guardians and still seem to be legends in their 
children’s eyes. On June 15, I urge my col-
leagues and fellow citizens to celebrate Fa-
ther’s Day. 

MERIDA INITIATIVE TO COMBAT 
ILLICIT NARCOTICS AND REDUCE 
ORGANIZED CRIME AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT OF 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to discuss HR 6028, ‘‘The Merida 
Initiative to Combat Illicit Narcotics and Re-
duce Organized Crime Authorization Act of 
2008.’’ This bill would fund, train and equip 
Mexican security forces that would help pre-
vent the trafficking of guns and drugs over the 
U.S.-Mexico border. I will vote for this bill, but 
I have some concerns about the Merida Initia-
tive. 

By supporting the Merida Initiative, the 
United States demonstrates its commitment to 
prevent the illegal importation of guns and 
drugs by partnering with Mexican and Central 
American governments. This initiative benefits 
the larger battle against organized crime, pre-
vents drugs from hitting American cities and 
counties, and stymies gang violence from spill-
ing over the border. 

I believe that Congress must ensure our 
money is being used to prevent illegal mate-
rials from coming over the border. We have a 
responsibility to protect American citizens from 
drugs and violence. However, we also have a 
responsibility to make sure the money we ap-
propriate for foreign governments is not di-
rectly or indirectly leading to human rights vio-
lations. Human rights abuses cannot and 
should not be perpetrated by personnel 
trained using American dollars. I applaud 
Chairman BERMAN and the Foreign Affairs 
Committee for placing restrictions on the uses 
of this money and firmly support investigations 
into reports of human right abuses in countries 
receiving Merida Initiative funding. 

Human rights violations have been reported 
in Mexico but are insufficiently investigated. A 
constituent of mine, Brad Will, a journalist for 
the Downtown Express, was murdered while 
on assignment in Mexico. The suspected gun-
men were local officials. Tragically, his family 
is still waiting for justice. While we must pro-
tect our own citizens from guns and drugs, we 
must exercise the necessary oversight to en-
sure that this funding is used appropriately. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE OPENING 
OF ELLA MAE GRATTS SHAMB-
LEE LIBRARY IN FORT WORTH, 
TEXAS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the grand opening of 
the Mrs. Ella Mae Gratts Shamblee Library in 
the city of Fort Worth, Texas. On Friday, June 
13, 2008, elected officials, clergy, historians, 
stakeholders, residents and visitors will gather 
to celebrate this opening and the library 
named in her honor. 

At a time when African-Americans were not 
allowed to sit in libraries or drink from ‘‘public’’ 

water fountains, Mrs. Shamblee, the city’s first 
African-American librarian, interceded and 
acted as an agent of change by providing 
books to those who otherwise may not have 
been able to visit the city’s library. Mrs. 
Shamblee repeatedly carried boxes of books 
and rode on streetcars and buses to deliver 
them to the African-American community of 
South Fort Worth. 

Through continued public service, Mrs. 
Shamblee became a pillar of the community 
and provided library services at establish-
ments such as Stevens Grocery Store, a nurs-
ery school and the Federations Women’s 
Club. Her enthusiasm in creating an atmos-
phere of education and knowledge resulted in 
her pioneering the library’s bookmobile which 
was the forerunner of the city’s branch librar-
ies. 

The Shamblee Library will serve as an epit-
ome of advancements made in providing ac-
cess to information to all residents in the city 
of Fort Worth, and particularly the Evans/ 
Rosedale and Terrell Heights neighborhoods. 
Incorporated into the design of the historic 
Tommy Tucker building, the Shamblee Library 
is the cornerstone of the Eva & Rosedale 
Business and Cultural District and an edifice 
to the long-anticipated Southeast Fort Worth 
renaissance. 

Today, I join with the entire city of Fort 
Worth community in recognizing the signifi-
cance of this occasion and to pay tribute to 
the grand opening of the Ella Mae Gratts 
Shamblee Library. 

f 

IN HONOR OF REVEREND DR. JOE 
E. DANCY, SR. 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
this Father’s Day, I wish to honor and recog-
nize the life, legacy and ministry of the Rev-
erend Dr. Joe E. Dancy, Sr., who currently 
serves as the pastor of St. James Missionary 
Baptist Church in Houston, Texas. Dr. Dancy 
was born on October 3, 1926 and is now 80 
years old. Dr. Dancy has ten children, 56 
grandchildren and over 100 great grand-
children and has been married for 63 years to 
Mrs. Vernia L. Dancy. On this Father’s Day, I 
would like to salute him as the patriarch of the 
Dancy family, public servant to the people of 
Houston, and the presiding pastor at St. 
James Missionary Baptist Church. 

Dr. Dancy has been preaching for 45 years 
and he has served the people of St. James for 
41 years. In 1945, he began working for the 
City of Houston as a truck driver and he did 
not retire until 1978. During his 33 years with 
the City of Houston, he worked through the 
Civil Rights Movement, the Jim Crow era and 
the desegregation period. In addition, he 
worked as a community leader in Houston’s 
Sunnyside community for over 60 years. Con-
tinuing his commitment to service, Dr. Dancy 
worked on community projects such as the 
Shutdown of the Sunnyside Incinerator, the 
community resistance movements against the 
expansions of numerous landfills that existed 
in Sunnyside, and most recently the fight 
against Southern Crushed Concrete. In a lead-
ership capacity, he serves as a Chaplain for 
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the Harris County Precinct 7 Constable Office, 
a member of the Scottish Rite Masonic Lodge, 
and a member of the Houston Baptist Min-
ister’s Association. 

Madam Speaker, on this Father’s Day, I ask 
my colleagues and people of Houston to 
honor the Reverend Dr. Joe E. Dancy, Sr. for 
his dedication to his family, the people of 
Houston, and St. James Missionary Baptist 
Church. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER 
TROUVÉ, COLONEL, UNITED 
STATES ARMY 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay special tribute to a man who has 
served our Nation with dignity, pride, and 
honor. With that in mind, I ask that all of my 
colleagues join me in celebrating the retire-
ment of Colonel Christopher Trouvé of Sault 
Ste. Marie, Michigan. Colonel Trouvé will retire 
on June 25, 2008 after a distinguished 25-year 
career with the United States Army. 

Col. Christopher Trouvé was born in 
Nürnberg, Germany on February 4, 1961, as 
one of the three children of Lt. Col. (Retired) 
Raymond and Clare Trouvé, while his father 
was serving as a captain in the U.S. Army. 
Christopher grew up traveling the world until 
his father retired from the Army and settled 
the family in Sault Ste. Marie. Christopher at-
tended and subsequently graduated from the 
Sault Area High School. 

Colonel Trouvé began his military career at 
Michigan State University through an Army 
Reserve Officer Training Corps scholarship. 
Following graduation, as a Distinguished Mili-
tary Graduate, Colonel Trouvé was commis-
sioned a Second Lieutenant in the Field Artil-
lery branch of the Army. 

Following in his father’s footsteps, Chris-
topher attended the Officer Rotary Wing Avi-
ator Course at Fort Rucker, Alabama. After 
graduating from flight school, Christopher was 
assigned to the 159th Aviation Support Heli-
copter Battalion, 101st Airborne Division. It 
was during this first unit assignment that he 
was promoted to captain, developed his skills 
as a combat aviator and combined arms tacti-
cian, and was recognized by the Army’s Avia-
tion Resource Management Survey Team for 
managing a ‘‘superior’’ flight operation. 

In August 1987, he volunteered for duty as 
the Operations Officer for the Aviation Com-
pany of the Logistics Support Unit, Sinai, 
Egypt in support of the Multinational Force 
and Observers. Shortly thereafter he took 
command of Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company, 7th Battalion, 101st Aviation Regi-
ment (Heavy Lift) and deployed the unit to 
Saudi Arabia in support of Operation Desert 
Shield. 

During Operation Desert Storm, Colonel 
Trouvé flew as a Night Vision Goggle Combat 
Crew Pilot-in-Command of a CH–47D heavy 
lift helicopter. During this tour he flew more 
than 60 hours in combat missions. For his 
service and leadership, he was awarded two 
Air Medals and the Bronze Star. 

During his career, Colonel Trouvé also took 
command of the Charlie Company, 228th 

Aviation Regiment, the Alpha Company ‘‘Pred-
ators,’’ 7th Battalion, 101st Aviation Regiment, 
and the 2d Battalion (Heavy Lift), 52d Aviation 
Regiment ‘‘Nightmare.’’ As a commander, 
Christopher provided leadership, innovation, 
and inspiration in operations, training, and 
maintenance. He helped his crews increase 
night vision goggle flying time, sustain high 
operation tempos, and maintain high oper-
ational readiness. 

Christopher earned a Master of Arts in Man-
agement at the Command and General Staff 
College in 1997 and was promoted to Colonel 
in October 2005 while attending the Air War 
College, where he graduated with a Master’s 
Degree in Strategic Studies. 

Colonel Trouvé is currently serving in his 
final assignment as the Deputy Director, Tech-
nology Management Office, Office of the Chief 
of Staff at the Pentagon where he is respon-
sible for oversight of all Secretary of the Army- 
designated sensitive activities. 

Madam Speaker, Colonel Christopher 
Trouvé has served the U.S. Army with distinc-
tion for 25 yeas. During his career as a com-
missioned officer, Colonel Trouvé has flown 
almost 2,500 hours and earned the distinction 
as a Master Army Aviator. In 2002, he was in-
ducted into the Honorable Order of Saint Mi-
chael, Bronze Award by the Army Aviation As-
sociation of America for ‘‘outstanding contribu-
tions to the community of Army Aviation.’’ 

On June 25, 2008, family, friends, and fel-
low members of the Army will gather to cele-
brate a well-deserved retirement for Colonel 
Christopher Trouvé. As Christopher prepares 
to enter retirement, I offer him, his wife Nancy, 
and his two sons all the best for the future. I 
ask, Madam Speaker, that you and the entire 
U.S. House of Representatives join me in 
thanking Colonel Christopher Trouvé for his 
service to the United States Army and our Na-
tion and in commending him for the many 
years of his life he has spent in service to oth-
ers. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF HAZEL HARVEY 
PEACE 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to remember Hazel Harvey Peace and 
her extraordinary career in educating and en-
riching the lives of many African-American 
children and adults in Forth Worth, Texas. 

Born August 4, 1907, Ms. Peace served the 
African-American community for 46 years as 
teacher, debate team coach, counselor, Dean 
of Girls and Vice Principal of I.M. Terrell High 
School. After retiring from this historically rec-
ognized institution, she spent an additional 9 
years as Coordinator of Financial Aid and was 
subsequently promoted to Director of Student 
Affairs at Bishop College in Dallas. She is 
credited with having increased recruitment ef-
forts for scores of African-American students 
to colleges and universities around the coun-
try. 

In addition, Hazel Harvey Peace became 
the woman for whom the children’s section of 
Fort Worth’s main public library is named. 
Most recently, the University of North Texas 
honored her with the Hazel Harvey Peace 

Professorship. This professorship has the dis-
tinction as the first such honor to be named 
for an African-American woman at a 4-year, 
State-funded institution in Texas. 

Ms. Peace passed away Sunday, June 8, 
2008, at the age of 100 years and leaves gen-
erations of students who will gather to cele-
brate her life and legacy. She will always be 
remembered as an educator who had a pas-
sion to inspire and a zest to mentor students 
through her dedication to education. Her life- 
long commitment and impact has touched 
thousands across the State of Texas as well 
as those across this vast Nation. We are truly 
indebted to her legacy. 

f 

HONORING THE REVEREND 
JOHNNIE JEFFERSON ROBERSON 
ON FATHER’S DAY 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
this Father’s Day, I would like to honor a man 
who exemplifies what it means to be an excel-
lent father—a man who is a community leader, 
an upstanding and moral man, and a positive 
role model for our youth. The Reverend 
Johnnie Jefferson Roberson, who lives in my 
congressional district, has done great things, 
and I am proud to express my congratulations 
to him for all he has done for our community. 

Earlier this year, Reverend Roberson 
marked the semi-centennial of the Mt. Hebron 
Missionary Baptist Church, of which he was a 
founder and organizer. Reverend Roberson 
has shown tremendous loyalty to his church, 
serving as the pastor of Mt. Hebron to this 
day. Under Reverend Roberson’s leadership, 
Mt. Hebron has expanded and strengthened 
greatly and now has over 1,000 families as 
members. Along with his service to Mt. He-
bron, Reverend Roberson also has served his 
country, serving in the United States Army 
during World War II. In commemoration of 
Reverend Roberson’s great work, he received 
an NAACP Leadership Award in 2005, and I 
believe that he deserves recognition from all 
of us. 

Reverend Roberson has long been a valued 
member of community, and rightly so. On this 
occasion of Father’s Day, I would like to rec-
ognize Reverend Roberson for all of his ac-
complishments and urge people across Amer-
ica to look to leaders such as Reverend 
Roberson as role models for their work in in-
spiring and engaging our youth to live produc-
tive, positive lives. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MR. RICHARD 
E. WITTEN 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mrs. LOWEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the accomplishments of Mr. Rich-
ard E. Witten and to congratulate him on re-
ceiving the Anne Frank Distinguished Advo-
cate Award. Mr. Witten’s deep commitment to 
education and the Jewish experience is unpar-
alleled. 
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A graduate of Columbia College and Har-

vard Law School, Richard began his career 
practicing corporate securities law in New 
York City. In 1981, he began working at Gold-
man Sachs and Co. where he rose to Partner 
and Managing Director from 1990 to 2002. 
Currently the Senior Managing Director of The 
Orienta Group, an investment and advisory 
firm, Richard also serves on the Board of Di-
rectors of Jets.com, a jet charter company 
with offices in New York City, Boston and 
Phoenix. 

Richard contributes to and advocates on be-
half of a number of charitable causes, several 
of which are educational institutions. He is a 
Vice Chairman of the Columbia University 
Board of Trustees and a member of the Board 
of the Columbia Investment Management 
Company. He is the Chairman Emeritus of the 
Board Visitors of Columbia College, a Trustee 
of the National Museum of Jewish History in 
Philadelphia, and a member of the Executive 
Committee of Gilda’s Club of Westchester. 

Mr. Witten has balanced his distinguished 
career and philanthropic work with an equally 
impressive family life. He and his wife, Lisa, 
live in Mamaroneck, New York. They have 
three children, Anne, Alex and Jeffrey. A gifted 
writer, Richard recently published his first 
novel, Divided Loyalties, a historically accurate 
depiction of his father-in-law’s experience dur-
ing the Second World War. 

Additionally, through their private foundation, 
Richard and his wife have also provided the 
primary funding for iTeach, a program devel-
oped by Massachusetts General Hospital and 
Partners Aid Research Centre to improve de-
livery of HIV and TB care in South Africa. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to recognize 
my good friend Mr. Richard E. Witten for a 
successful career in finance and unparalleled 
devotion to charitable causes. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in honoring his tremendous 
accomplishments. 

f 

HONORING THE REVEREND EL-
BERT R. CURVEY ON FATHER’S 
DAY 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
this Father’s Day, I would like to honor a man 
who exemplifies what it means to be an excel-
lent father—a man who is a community leader, 
an upstanding and moral man, and a positive 
role model for our youth. The Reverend Elbert 
R. Curvey, who lives in my congressional dis-
trict, has done great things, and I am proud to 
express my congratulations to him for all he 
has done for our community. 

Reverend Curvey is a veritable fixture of the 
Sunny Side community of Houston. He has 
been the pastor of the Sunny Side Missionary 
Baptist Church since 1960 and has overseen 
strengthening of the congregation over the 
years. Reverend Curvey has made a point 
over his lifetime of improving the lives of our 
young people. He taught for years at Harper 
Junion High and Clinton Park Elementary, 
where he served as a tremendous role model 
for his students. He continued in the Houston 
Independent School District for decades, 
eventually becoming Assistant Superintendent. 

Reverend Curvey’s work in helping our youth 
through avenues ranging from academic to re-
ligious is truly a shining example to behold. 

Reverend Curvey has long been a valued 
member of community, and rightly so. On this 
occasion of Father’s Day, I would like to rec-
ognize Reverend Curvey for all of his accom-
plishments and urge people across America to 
look to leaders such as Reverend Curvey as 
role models for their work in inspiring and en-
gaging our youth to live productive, positive 
lives. 

f 

HONORING OFFICER ERIC D. HITE 
OF TUCSON, ARIZONA, POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, I am 
honored to acknowledge today the exceptional 
life and public service of Eric D. Hite, an offi-
cer with the Tucson Police Department who 
was tragically killed in the line of duty on June 
1st, 2008. 

Officer Hite was known as ‘‘a cop’s cop.’’ 
He was dedicated, loyal and brave—every-
thing we expect from a law enforcement offi-
cer. He took a solemn oath to protect and 
serve his community. When danger arose on 
the streets of Tucson early that Sunday morn-
ing, Officer Hite wasted no time in responding. 
‘‘Without hesitation, he ran to that call, ran to-
wards danger,’’ explained Tucson Police Chief 
Richard Miranda at Officer Hite’s funeral. ‘‘He 
gave up his life so that others can live free.’’ 

Officer Hite was 43 years old at the time of 
his death. He is survived by his wife, daugh-
ter, son, parents, countless friends and col-
leagues and a grieving community. For four 
years, Officer Hite proudly wore the uniform of 
the Tucson Police Department. For 21 years 
before joining the department, he served with 
distinction in the United States Air Force. Offi-
cer Hite’s entire adult life was spent in the 
service of his country and his community and 
for that we all owe him a tremendous debt of 
gratitude. 

Every day, thousands of men and women 
like Officer Hite put their lives on the line in 
the name of something bigger than them-
selves. They risk everything for an ideal—the 
ideal of protecting American freedoms and 
rule of law. The death of Officer Hite is evi-
dence of the ultimate sacrifice that can come 
from that ideal. 

On June 10th, more than 3,000 mourners 
attended a service to pay their respects to Of-
ficer Hite. Following the service, thousands 
more lined the streets to salute him as the fu-
neral cortege passed by. Befitting how he 
lived his life, Officer Hite’s funeral service was 
attended by law enforcement personnel from 
every police department in Arizona and was 
filled with touching military and police cere-
monies. His coffin was carried by colleagues 
in dress uniforms and an honor guard rep-
resenting every law enforcement agency sa-
luted as he passed. There were many moving 
eulogies but it was his son Roy who best cap-
tured the life and legacy of Officer Hite: ‘‘He 
always knew what was right—what was the 
right thing to do, the right thing to say and the 
right way to act.’’ 

I ask the House of Representatives to join 
with me in extending condolences to the fam-
ily and friends of Officer Hite and in thanking 
him for his great sacrifice as he courageously 
carried out his duty to protect and serve. His 
life is an inspiration to us all and he will never 
be forgotten. 

f 

HONORING THE REVEREND FRED 
McNACK ON FATHER’S DAY 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
this Father’s Day, I would like to honor a man 
who exemplifies what it means to be an excel-
lent father—a man who is a community leader, 
an upstanding and moral man, and a positive 
role model for our youth. The Reverend Fred 
McNack, who lives in my congressional dis-
trict, has done great things, and I am proud to 
express my congratulations to him for all he 
has done for our community. 

Reverend McNack has served as the pastor 
of Houston’s Unity in God Missionary Baptist 
Church for the last 38 years. He also served 
his community well as the Associate Pastor of 
Christian Faith Missionary Baptist Church for 
10 years. Not only has Reverend McNack 
shown admirable dedication to his faith, he 
also served our country in the United States 
Navy from 1941 to 1945 during World War II. 
It is safe to say that Reverend McNack has 
lived the kind of life that would serve as a 
good example to our young people of how to 
serve one’s community and country. 

Reverend McNack has long been a valued 
member of community, and rightly so. On this 
occasion of Father’s Day, I would like to rec-
ognize Reverend McNack for all of his accom-
plishments and urge people across America to 
look to leaders such as Reverend McNack as 
role models for their work in inspiring and en-
gaging our youth to live productive, positive 
lives. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF THE 
FIRE AND RESCUE WORKERS OF 
MCDOWELL COUNTY, NORTH 
CAROLINA 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the exemplary service of the fire and 
rescue workers of McDowell County, North 
Carolina, who work tirelessly to ensure the 
safety of our families and homes. I specially 
want to offer tribute to the fire and rescue 
workers, many of which are volunteers, who 
have been honored with awards from the 
McDowell Fire and Rescue Association. 

Since colonial times predating the birth of 
the nation, volunteer groups have banded to-
gether to form brigades to protect towns and 
cities from fire and other types of devastation. 
Benjamin Franklin, one of this nation’s found-
ers, was also responsible for the creation of 
the first volunteer fire department in Philadel-
phia in 1735. 
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Since that date millions of Americans, driven 

by a deep sense of responsibility and compas-
sion for their neighbors, have risked their lives 
on a daily basis to ensure the safety of others. 
Currently, over a million Americans serve their 
communities as fire fighters. 

I would like to specifically honor the fol-
lowing individuals who have been named Fire-
fighters and Rescue Persons of the Year by 
the McDowell Fire and Rescue Assocation: for 
the Ashford North Cove Fire Department, 
Thomas Swofford; for the Crooked Creek Fire 
Department, Glen Anderson; for the 
Dysartsville Fire Department, Billy Driggers; 
for the Glenwood Fire Department, Ryan 
Spencer and Curtis Grant; for the Hankins 
North Fork Fire Department, Charles Parker; 
for the Marion Fire Department, Amy Hudgins; 
for the Nebo Fire Department, Alan Snypes; 
for the Old Fort Fire Department, Nick Staf-
ford; for the P.G. Fire Department, Bradley 
Wyatt; for the Sugar Hill Montford Cove Fire 
Department, David Patton; for the Woodlawn 
Fire Department, Lucas Davis; for the 
McDowell County Rescue Squad, Randy Free-
man. 

I want to offer tribute to the following First 
Responders of the Year: for the Ashford North 
Cove Fire Department, Bradley Washburn; for 
the Crooked Creek Fire Department, Kirk 
Lunsford; for the Dysartsville Fire Department, 
Jeff Walker; for the Glenwood Fire Depart-
ment, Gene Morgan; for the Hankins North 
Fork Fire Department, Jimmy Hardin; for the 
Marion Fire Department, Phillip Finley; for the 
Nebo Fire Department, Shane Kirkpatrick; for 
the Old Fort Fire Department, Roy Crisp; for 
the P.G. Fire Department, Danny Killough; for 
the Sugar Hill Montford Cove Fire Department, 
Chris Parker; for the Woodlawn Fire Depart-
ment, Gary Cook. 

I would also like to recognize Brian Lonon, 
McDowell County Paramedic of the Year, and 
Derek Carlson, McDowell County Telecommu-
nicator of the Year. 

It is with great respect and gratitude that I 
commend these brave and dedicated fire and 
rescue workers. I am honored to be able to 
stand with the McDowell Fire and Rescue As-
sociation in recognizing their hard work and 
service. 

f 

HONORING THE REVEREND WIL-
LIAM A. LAWSON ON FATHER’S 
DAY 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
this Father’s Day, I would like to honor a man 
who exemplifies what it means to be an excel-
lent father—a man who is a community leader, 
an upstanding and moral man, and a positive 
role model for our youth. The Reverend Dr. 
William A. Lawson, who lives in my congres-
sional district, has done great things, and I am 
proud to express my congratulations to him for 
all he has done for our community. 

Reverend Lawson is a tremendous father 
figure and fixture in our community. He has 
been married to his wife Audrey for over fifty 
years and admirably raised four children. He 
was the founding pastor of Wheeler Avenue 
Baptist Church and continues to lead that con-

gregation. Reverend Lawson has also been 
deeply involved in the community even outside 
of his church, having conceived and organized 
the United Way’s Houston Homeless Initiative, 
which raised over $4 million in a four-year pe-
riod. He also organized the Houston area’s 
largest and most productive scouting program, 
leading to his receipt of the 1991 Silver Bea-
ver Award in support of scouting. Clearly, Rev-
erend Lawson has demonstrated the very kind 
of leadership that we need in our communities 
to help our youth develop into successful 
adults. 

Reverend Lawson has long been a valued 
member of the community, and rightly so. On 
this occasion of Father’s Day, I would like to 
recognize Reverend Lawson for all of his ac-
complishments and urge people across Amer-
ica to look to leaders such as Reverend 
Lawson as role models for their work in inspir-
ing and engaging our youth to live productive, 
positive lives. 

f 

REAUTHORIZE THE ASSAULT 
WEAPONS BAN 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, today I join 
Representatives CASTLE, FERGUSON and 
SHAYS in introducing the Assault Weapons 
Ban Reauthorization Act of 2008. This Sep-
tember will mark the fourth anniversary of the 
expiration of the landmark 1994 Assault 
Weapons Ban. The Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, and Firearms reported that crimes in-
volving assault weapons dropped by two-thirds 
while the Federal ban was in effect. As the 
Nation witnesses a dramatic spread of violent 
gang activity, it is imperative that we take ac-
tion to keep automatic weapons out of the 
hands of these criminals. It is high time to 
bring back the ban. 

This bill will prohibit the domestic manufac-
ture and sale of military-style semi-automatic 
assault weapons such as AK–47s and UZIs, 
as well as high-capacity ammunition clips that 
hold more than ten rounds. It also includes 
weapons designed to fit accessories such as 
flash suppressors, silencers, and bayonets— 
accessories that serve no legitimate purpose 
outside the military and law enforcement. 

The Mexican government is currently en-
gaged in a violent war against heavily armed, 
extremely violent drug traffickers. Just recently 
the cartels assassinated the Mexican equiva-
lent of our FBI Director. They are now threat-
ening President Calderon’s life. 

These gangs operate in every major metro-
politan area in the United States, and are in-
creasingly active in suburban America where 
the local police are ill-equipped to meet this 
threat. Restoring the assault weapons ban will 
help level the playing field for these police as 
they work to keep our communities safe and 
gang-free. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in spon-
soring this commonsense legislation. 

HONORING THE REVEREND ROB-
ERT JEFFERSON ON FATHER’S 
DAY 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
this Father’s Day, I would like to honor a man 
who exemplifies what it means to be an excel-
lent father—a man who is a community leader, 
an upstanding and moral man, and a positive 
role model for our youth. The Reverend Rob-
ert Jefferson has done great things, and I am 
proud to express my congratulations to him for 
all he has done for our community. 

Reverend Jefferson has long devoted him-
self to improving our community, especially for 
our young people. Along with serving as the 
pastor of the Cullen Missionary Baptist 
Church, which I attend, he is the Founder/ 
President of the Ministry Advisory Council, 
Special Projects Director to the Houston Min-
isters Against Crime, and the Founder/Presi-
dent of A Brand New City. He has played a 
critical role in creating the Teen Court, a pro-
gram to be implemented with the Houston 
Independent School District that would allow 
students to be punished for infractions without 
developing a criminal record. I have personally 
observed Reverend Jefferson’s work with chil-
dren and other at-risk individuals and I can 
testify that he is an exemplary leader for our 
young people. 

Reverend Jefferson has long been a valued 
member of community, and rightly so. On this 
occasion of Father’s Day, I would like to rec-
ognize Reverend Jefferson for all of his ac-
complishments and urge people across Amer-
ica to look to leaders such as Reverend Jef-
ferson as role models for their work in inspir-
ing and engaging our youth to live productive, 
positive lives. 

f 

CELEBRATING 80TH BIRTHDAY OF 
GERALD (JERRY) KOPEL AND 
56TH ANNIVERSARY OF JERRY 
AND DOLORES KOPEL 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize a dual celebration for two distin-
guished members of the First Congressional 
District. This week the Kopel family of Denver 
celebrates the 80th Birthday of Gerald (Jerry) 
Kopel and the 56th Anniversary of the mar-
riage between Jerry and Dolores Kopel. 

Jerry and Dolores have led an interesting 
and engaged life together, balancing careers 
in journalism, law, politics, and policy. They 
were the original ‘‘power couple’’ long before 
dual careers were more outwardly prevalent 
and socially acceptable. What is truly admi-
rable is the Kopels managed to pursue these 
accomplishments while raising a family and 
contributing to the broader well-being of our 
community. 

Dolores and Jerry met at the University of 
Colorado when Jerry was managing editor of 
the Silver and Gold newspaper and Dolores 
was a reporter. Jerry graduated from the Uni-
versity and Dolores transferred to the Univer-
sity of Denver College of Law. They married at 
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the end of her first year of law school, while 
Jerry was working for the Rocky Mountain 
News. 

Dolores graduated from law school cum 
laude in June 1954. Jerry enrolled in law 
school in January 1958 but continued to pull 
night shifts at the Rocky Mountain News as a 
copy editor. In 1958, Jerry graduated cum 
laude from the University of Denver. The 
Kopels had the unique experience of prac-
ticing law together until 1979, when Dolores 
was appointed U.S. Trustee for the District of 
Colorado and Kansas. 

In the Kopels’ life-long dedication to giving 
back to the community and preparing the next 
generation for careers in law, Jerry directed a 
review course for law students preparing for 
the Colorado bar exam from 1958 through 
1985. 

In 1964, Jerry combined his background in 
journalism and his law degree to become an 
influential member of the Democratic Party. 
He served as state representative for a total of 
twenty-two years, spanning two decades. 

Jerry was known as the consummate legis-
lator, reading every bill and every amendment 
that came before the House chamber. He car-
ried 110 bills as chief sponsor, including the 
nation’s first sunset law. 

Jerry’s 22 years in the State Legislature and 
his extensive involvement in community issues 
and Colorado politics are encapsulated in 
‘‘The Gerald Kopel Papers,’’ which are housed 
in the Denver Public Library’s Western History 
Collection. The papers are perhaps the most 
extensive archive of the public career of any 
American state legislator from the 20th cen-
tury. 

After retiring from the Legislature in 1992, 
Jerry continued to produce a printed news-
letter, titled ‘‘Jerry Kopel’s Report’’ until 1998. 
However, to this day, Jerry prepares weekly 
reports for House Democrats and suggests 
amendments to bills being debated on the 
House floor. 

Since retirement, Jerry has returned to jour-
nalism. He writes a weekly column for the Col-
orado Statesman and other newspapers and 
has joined the technological age with an ex-
tensive Web site chronicling his columns and 
exhibiting his extensive knowledge of Colo-
rado politics, law, and history. 

Over the years, Jerry has won numerous 
awards from the Colorado Press Association, 
most recently in 2006 in the Public Service 

writing category. All of his 600-some columns 
were edited by his wife, Dolores. Both Jerry 
and Dolores have received recognition from 
the Denver Bar Association for 50 years of 
practice. Their son, David, is an attorney and 
author who is a columnist for the Rocky Moun-
tain News. 

Jerry is also an accomplished cocktail pian-
ist, and has entertained at many local func-
tions. He has issued several fine CD’s which 
are in my personal collection. 

I have personally known Jerry and Dolores 
for many years, eagerly accepting Jerry’s sage 
advice on politics and I am an ardent reader 
of his weekly columns. Jerry and Dolores have 
had a distinctive lifetime at the forefront of 
Colorado politics, policy, and history and their 
commitment to public service and the better-
ment of their fellow Coloradans serves as a 
sterling example for younger generations and 
those entering public policy careers. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in wishing 
Mr. Kopel and his wife Dolores a wonderful 
56th Anniversary and Jerry a healthy and 
prosperous 80th birthday and pay tribute to 
their longstanding service and dedication to 
the City of Denver and the State of Colorado. 

f 

HONORING DISABLED VETERANS 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, I come 
to the floor today to honor those defenders of 
liberty who do not get the honor, the respect, 
and the recognition that they are due. Be-
cause, Madam Speaker, as hard as we try we 
can never adequately repay those disabled 
while fighting for our freedom. 

I am often reminded of a quote from Presi-
dent Calvin Coolidge, who was known as ‘‘Si-
lent Cal’’ because he said very little. But when 
he spoke, people listened. One of the things 
he said was that ‘‘a nation that forgets its de-
fenders will soon itself be forgotten.’’ So, one 
of the things I try to do as a member of Con-
gress is to ensure that we never forget our de-
fenders of freedom and that I find opportuni-
ties to celebrate their achievement and to cel-
ebrate their sacrifice. That is why we are here 
today, to defend disabled veterans for their 
sacrifice. 

One quality unique to disabled veterans is 
the continuous sacrifice they make each and 
every day. After the war is finished, their battle 
is not over. These veterans and their families 
will forever have a reminder of the price they 
paid for our freedom. 

Madam Speaker, I am humbled and privi-
leged to represent these individuals in the 
U.S. House of Representatives and as long as 
I am serving in this body, I am committed to 
ensuring that this nation never forgets these 
heroes. 

f 

HONORING THE REVEREND HUAN 
NGOC NGUYEN ON FATHER’S DAY 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2008 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
this Father’s Day, I would like to honor a man 
who exemplifies what it means to be an excel-
lent father—a man who is a community leader, 
an upstanding and moral man, and a positive 
role model for our youth. The Reverend Huan 
Ngoc Nguyen, who lives in my congressional 
district, has done great things, and I am proud 
to express my congratulations to him for all he 
has done for our community. 

Reverend Nguyen, a father of three sons 
and two daughters, has been married since 
1945. He fled to Thailand from danger in Viet-
nam in 1979 and came here to the United 
States in 1980, where he quickly became an 
active and valued member of the community, 
eventually becoming an American citizen in 
1986. Reverend Nguyen, who preaches at 
Houston’s Vietnamese First Alliance Church, 
has taught Sunday school since 1985 and be-
came a pastor in 2005. 

Reverend Nguyen has long been a valued 
member of the community, and rightly so. On 
this occasion of Father’s Day, I would like to 
recognize Reverend Nguyen for all of his ac-
complishments and urge people across Amer-
ica to look to leaders such as Reverend 
Nguyen as role models for their work in inspir-
ing and engaging our youth to live productive, 
positive lives. 
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