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Let me move now, just very briefly,
to add my deep sympathy to Americans
who have experienced the tragedy of
untimely and precipitous weather.
This, I think, will be the most remark-
able weather season that we may have
experienced in a couple of years. Tor-
nados are hitting Americans and floods
all over the Nation. Many of our col-
leagues are absent because of the trag-
edy occurring in their respective dis-
tricts. This further emphasizes, of
course, the work that we do here, but
nothing can give solace to those who
have lost family members.

As a member of the Board of the Sam
Houston Area Council Boy Scouts of
America, I offer my deepest sympathy
to the Boy Scouts who lost their lives
in Iowa, and to their Member of Con-
gress and to the families there. Let me
also cite the brave young men who
were involved in protecting others and
providing first aid. It shows what kind
of character and integrity is built for
those who are in the Boy Scouts. And
we offer to them our deepest sympathy.
We know that the national Boy Scouts
are mourning, and Boy Scouts across
America. But as they mourn, let us
also pay tribute to those who rose and
showed themselves well as they sought
to help those who could not help them-
selves.

Again, our sympathy to the Boy
Scouts of America, to the Boy Scouts
of Iowa, and certainly to the families
of those who lost their lives in the last
24 to 48 hours, and those Americans
who are also in the face of these tragic,
terrible natural disasters, and who
have suffered personal loss, property
loss, and certainly the loss of loved
ones.

———
ENERGY CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I don’t think I'll take the whole 5
minutes tonight because I'm going to
join Mr. WESTMORELAND of Georgia in a
special 1 hour order on energy in just a
few minutes. But I would like to say,
during the 5 minutes that I have, that
another week has gone by in the Con-
gress of the United States and we have
taken no action in dealing with the en-
ergy crisis that faces America today.

The price of gasoline is well over $4
in most areas, and in some areas it’s up
closer to $4.50. Diesel fuel is over $4.50
a gallon, and the truckers across this
country are suffering, and they’ve even
demonstrated here in Washington, D.C.

And it’s not just the energy problem
that we have to deal with, it’s the ef-
fect that the energy problem has on
other commodities, such as food and
other equipment that we need to keep
this economy moving forward.

The price of food is going to go up.
It’s going to have tremendous infla-
tionary pressure on every family in
this country if we don’t address this
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problem and address it quickly. I know
some of my colleagues say, well, you
know, if we started drilling for oil in
the ANWR today, it would take 10
years before we would get that oil to
market. Well, I disagree; I think it
would be a lot sooner than that. But
the sooner we start, the quicker we
will have that oil at our refineries.

We also could drill off the Conti-
nental Shelf and get another couple
million barrels of oil a day. And that
may take a little bit of time, but the
sooner we start, the better.

The other thing we have to consider
is we need more refineries to refine
that oil. We haven’t built a refinery, I
think, in this country for the past,
what, 30 years? And we need that ca-
pacity in order to get this oil
transitioned into gasoline and diesel
fuel for the people to use in this coun-
try.
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To sit back like we have and not do
anything over the past weeks and
months, watching the gas prices go up
and watching people suffering, in my
opinion, is just unconscionable. Yet,
my colleagues, we really haven’t done
a thing.

I reach out to my colleagues on the
Democrats’ side of the aisle. You’re in
the majority and we’re in the minority,
but we all understand we have a crisis
facing this country. We need to work
together to explore, to get the oil that
we have in our country to market as
quickly as possible. We also have as
much as a 500-year supply of natural
gas, a clean-burning fuel that we could
get to market if we could get it out of
the ground, and we can do it in an envi-
ronmentally safe way, and we can ex-
tract the oil in an environmentally
safe way.

If we were talking to Americans all
across the country tonight and if we
said, ‘‘do you think gas prices are too
high?” they would all say, ‘“Yes.” If we
said, ‘“‘would you mind if we drilled in
this country and in an environmentally
safe way to get oil out of the ground to
lower your gas prices?’” you’d get 80-90
percent to say, ‘““Yes.” If you asked
them ‘“‘what about the ANWR?” they’d
say, ‘“Where’s the ANWR?’’ Most people
aren’t aware that it’s a very small part
of Alaska which is three times the size
of Texas.

We need to move toward energy inde-
pendence. We have the ability to be
completely energy-independent from
Saudi Arabia, from Venezuela, from
Mexico, from Canada, from any coun-
try in the world. We can be inde-
pendent if we work together, but we
haven’t done that.

Many of my colleagues are saying,
“Well, we’re concerned about the envi-
ronment.” We all want to transition to
new technologies, to new ways of get-
ting energy so that people can have
clean-burning fuel, but in the mean-
time, while we’re doing that, we must
realize that we’re having a terrible,
devastating impact on our economy by
not taking action.
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So I would just like to say to my col-
leagues, before I get together with Mr.
WESTMORELAND for this 1-hour special
order, let’s work together. The Amer-
ican people are begging us. If you don’t
believe it, go to any gas pump in the
morning or tonight and ask them.
They’re begging us to do something
about the exorbitant fuel prices which
are not only affecting their getting to
and from work but that are also affect-
ing their ability to buy groceries at the
supermarket and that are affecting
every other commodity. It’s going to
severely hamper and hurt this economy
if we don’t work together very quickly
to get the job done.

Now, I believe that if we listen to the
American people that Democrats and
Republicans can work together, and we
can come up with a plan to extract
these vital, essential minerals so that
we can lower our gas prices and can
lower the energy prices in this country,
but if we don’t and if we continue to
fight with each other and if we’re re-
calcitrant and if we don’t do some-
thing, then the problem is going to get
worse and worse and worse.

So I would just like to say to my col-
leagues and to plead with them one
more time tonight: Let’s not let an-
other week, month or year go by of our
not having done anything to explore or
to drill for our own natural resources
that can give us energy independence.
We’ve been talking about it since the
Carter years back in the 1970s. It is
time we did something. Americans are
suffering, and we’re not doing any-
thing. Democrats and Republicans
must work together to solve this prob-
lem.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, |
stand once again before this House with yet
another sunset memorial.

It is June 12, 2008 in the land of the free
and the home of the brave, and before the
sun set today in America, almost 4,000 more
defenseless unborn children were killed by
abortion on demand. That’s just today, Madam
Speaker. That's more than the number of in-
nocent lives lost on September 11 in this
country, only it happens every day.
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It has now been exactly 12,925 days since
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first
handed down. Since then, the very foundation
of this Nation has been stained by the blood
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some
of them, Madam Speaker, died and screamed
as they did so, but because it was amniotic
fluid passing over the vocal cords instead of
air, no one could hear them.

And all of them had at least four things in
common. First, they were each just little ba-
bies who had done nothing wrong to anyone,
and each one of them died a nameless and
lonely death. And each one of their mothers,
whether she realizes it or not, will never be
quite the same. And all the gifts that these
children might have brought to humanity are
now lost forever. Yet even in the glare of such
tragedy, this generation still clings to a blind,
invincible ignorance while history repeats itself
and our own silent genocide mercilessly anni-
hilates the most helpless of all victims, those
yet unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it's time for those
of us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of
why we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson
said, “The care of human life and its happi-
ness and not its destruction is the chief and
only object of good government.” The phrase
in the 14th Amendment capsulizes our entire
Constitution; it says, “No State shall deprive
any person of life, liberty or property without
due process of law.” Madam Speaker, pro-
tecting the lives of our innocent citizens and
their constitutional rights is why we are all
here.

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth
that all human beings are created equal and
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has
ever faced can be traced to our commitment
to this core, self-evident truth.

It has made us the beacon of hope for the
entire world. Madam Speaker, it is who we
are.

And yet today another day has passed, and
we in this body have failed again to honor that
foundational commitment. We have failed our
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died today without
the protection we should have given them.

Madam Speaker, let me conclude in the
hope that perhaps someone new who heard
this sunset memorial tonight will finally em-
brace the truth that abortion really does kill lit-
tle babies; that it hurts mothers in ways that
we can never express; and that 12,925 days
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children
in America is enough; and that the America
that rejected human slavery and marched into
Europe to arrest the Nazi Holocaust is still
courageous and compassionate enough to
find a better way for mothers and their unborn
babies than abortion on demand.

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we each
remind ourselves that our own days in this
sunshine of life are also numbered and that all
too soon each one of us will walk from these
Chambers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our
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human and our constitutional duty to protect
these, the least of our tiny, little American
brothers and sisters from this murderous
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on
demand.

It is June 12, 2008, 12,925 days since Roe
versus Wade first stained the foundation of
this Nation with the blood of its own children,
this in the land of the free and the home of the
brave.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
REICHERT) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. REICHERT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

E—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr.
FORTENBERRY) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. FORTENBERRY addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. ScOTT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SCOTT of Virginia addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. RYAN) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the opportunity to be on the
floor of the House of Representatives
here in the United States of America to
talk about issues that are pressing,
representing the 30-Something Work-
ing Group. I will be joined shortly by
my friend, Congressman MEEK of Flor-
ida, who will join us through this dis-
cussion.

I want to talk about a couple of
issues that are pertinent to what has
been going on in our country. I think
the most pressing issue that we’ve been
dealing with in this Congress and that,
I think, most of our constituents are
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dealing with every single day is what is
going on with our energy policy here in
the United States of America.

We have heard, as Democrats have
come into office with Speaker PELOSI’S
leading this House of Representatives,
is that one of the key issues that we’re
trying to deal with is to make sure
that our country is energy-independent
and to reduce our dependency not only
on oil but especially on foreign oil and
to move off of oil in general, into re-
newable energy, into biodiesel, into
solar, into wind, into nuclear, into a
lot of these other areas that will allow
us to be energy-independent, that will
provide for renewable energy and that
will provide a stable supply of energy
here in the United States.

One of the issues that keeps coming
up is: Why don’t we keep drilling? Why
don’t we drill in ANWR? That will
solve our problem. I’'m sure, in the next
special order, the folks who are paying
attention to this debate will get the
other side of this. But from our per-
spective and from what the analysts
are telling us, if you begin drilling in
ANWR and if you start the process
today, it will be 10 years from now be-
fore you get one drop of oil out of
ANWR. If you continue, in 10 years,
you will get 40,000 barrels of oil a day
in a market that has 80 million barrels
of oil. In 20 years, you will get yourself
up to about 800,000 barrels of oil a day,
and you will reduce the cost of a gallon
of gas by 1.8 cents per gallon. Now, that
is 20 years from now. So, if we start
today, in 20 years, we will have a sav-
ings of 1.8 cents per gallon of gas. From
our perspective, that is not a long-term
strategy.

One of the reasons that it is not a
long-term strategy is that we have now
currently 68 million acres of land on
the continental shelf, onshore, that is
eligible to be drilled upon. There are
8,000 leases for drilling on these acres
of land, 8,000. Of these 8,000 leases,
there are only about a quarter of them
that are actually being used or that are
being pursued.

What we are saying is, if you have 68
million acres of land and if you have
8,000 leases already to drill on those
acres of land, why do we need to go
somewhere else up in ANWR—up in
Alaska—when we’re not even drilling
in the areas that we have now in which
the o0il companies have permission to
go and drill? That is the question.

So we have this available to us now,
and if we got into the 68 million acres
of land, that would produce 4.8 million
barrels a day.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Would the
gentleman yield.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I'd be happy to
yield.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. The geolo-
gists with whom we’ve talked say that
they know that there is oil in the
ANWR and that they know where the
oil is off the continental shelf. I don’t
know about these other 8,000 leases in
the spots that we’re talking about, but
I would be happy to talk to them about
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