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that Judge Jefferson is to be honored 
today for many reasons, but I hope one 
of the strongest reasons will be his 
ability to work with young lawyers and 
the excellent service that he gave as a 
member of the State bench. 

For those reasons, along with his 
commitment to civil rights and voter 
rights, I ask my colleagues to enthu-
siastically support H. Res. 31, recog-
nizing the Honorable Andrew L. Jeffer-
son. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor a 
great Texan, a great civil rights advocate, and 
a great American. My resolution recognizes a 
great legal scholar, as well as a great institu-
tion of legal education located in the 18th 
Congressional District of Texas. 

The scholar is Judge Andrew L. Jefferson, 
and the institution is the Thurgood Marshall 
School of Law at Texas Southern University. 
Both embody the spirit of the legal excellence 
and public service. 

Andrew L. Jefferson, a native of Dallas, 
Texas, graduated from the University of Texas 
School of Law in 1959, after earning his Bach-
elor’s degree from Texas Southern University. 

He was president of Alpha Phi Alpha Frater-
nity, and rose to became a partner with Wash-
ington and Jefferson, Attorneys at Law, in 
Houston. 

He has served as an assistant criminal dis-
trict attorney for Bexar Country, a chief assist-
ant United States Attorney for the Western 
District of Texas, and a trial counsel and labor 
relations counsel for Humble Oil and Refining 
Company. 

Each time, he was a pioneer, he explored 
new ground, and certainly as an African Amer-
ican, getting his degrees in the late 1950s, 
going through the 1960s before the passage 
of the Civil Rights Acts of 1964 and 1965, and 
the Voting Rights Act, he truly braved new 
areas and stood for the dignity and respect of 
all in our community. 

Judge Jefferson served in the Judge Advo-
cate General Corps in the U.S. Army Reserve, 
where he was honorably discharged as a cap-
tain. 

He has as his lovely bride another civic 
leader, Mary Jefferson, who I have the pleas-
ure of serving with on a number of organiza-
tions. She advocates for quality education for 
our youth, and for more opportunities for 
young people to go to college by expanding fi-
nancial access. 

A long-time active committee member of the 
State Bar of Texas, Judge Jefferson is also a 
Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation, a mem-
ber of the American Bar Foundation, the 
Texas Trial Lawyers Association, and the 
Texas Constitutional Revision Commission. 

This outstanding jurist, who is renowned for 
his expertise in legal practice, has been a 
highly sought-after speaker throughout his ca-
reer, and has frequently shared his experience 
and knowledge with the Criminal Law Institute 
for the Houston Bar Association and the San 
Antonio Bar Association. Furthermore, Judge 
Jefferson has spoken at conventions for the 
National Bar Association and the Family Law 
Institute. 

Aside from the respect that he has earned 
as a skilled jurist and advocate, Judge Jeffer-
son’s leadership and sound judgment has 
merited tenures as chairman of the board of 
the Houston Branch of the Federal Reserve 
Bank and of the Texas Southern University 

Foundation. Moreover, he is a life member of 
the Houston Area Urban League and the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People. 

He has received numerous awards and hon-
ors, among them the Anti-Defamation League 
National Torch of Liberty Award, the Forward 
Times Community Service Award, the League 
of United Latin American Citizens National 
Community Service Award, and the Commu-
nity Service Award from La Raza. In addition, 
he was a Presidential Nominee to sit on the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth 
Circuit. 

To honor Judge Jefferson on this occasion 
will be momentous for the City of Houston, for 
Texas Southern University, and for minorities 
worldwide who aspire to study and practice 
law. He is an inspiration for minority students 
to give them confidence in their potential to 
succeed. 

I congratulate and thank the State of Texas 
for its contribution to the overall accrual of the 
resources that were required for the endow-
ment. 

The establishment of a Trial Advocacy pro-
gram at the Thurgood Marshall School of Law 
will be both an actual and a symbolic land-
mark. 

It was not in the Sixties, but only a few 
years ago, that I joined the students, legisla-
tors, and community leaders at Prairie View 
A&M University on the birthday of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. to fight for fair and unob-
structed voting rights for those students. It was 
the skilled advocacy of the Lawyer’s Com-
mittee that produced a statement by the Sec-
retary of State in favor of the students. 

Furthermore, the well-settled jurisprudence 
of case law such as Symm v. United States 
and United States v. Texas, which made im-
portant pronouncements as to the adequacy of 
students’ residency/domicile status to deter-
mine eligibility to vote, were the product of 
skilled trial advocacy. 

Without the work of the skilled advocates 
who argued those cases, we would have an 
even longer journey to equality of the right to 
vote in this nation. 

Judge Jefferson was also a good friend and 
advisor to Barbara Jordan. They were strong 
friends together, because they believed in the 
empowerment of all. They fought side by side 
for equality and civil rights. When Barbara Jor-
dan sought to expand the Voter Rights Act of 
1965 to Texas in 1968, Judge Jefferson was 
right by her side. 

My mentor, Barbara Jordan, was sur-
rounded by the best and brightest, and Judge 
Jefferson was no exception. 

Therefore, the endowment that will be es-
tablished in the name of the Honorable An-
drew L. Jefferson, Jr. will provide a legacy and 
will produce legal scholars who will contribute 
to the achievement of equality in the United 
States of America. 

I congratulate the Thurgood Marshall School 
of Law at Texas Southern University and I 
thank Judge Jefferson for his service. 

I urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion. 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of H. Res. 31, which commends the 
Honorable Andrew L. Jefferson, Jr. This reso-
lution honors the professional excellence aid 
community leadership of Judge Andrew Jeffer-
son upon the establishment of an endowment 
for a trial advocacy chair in his honor at Texas 

Southern University’s Thurgood Marshall 
School of Law in Houston, Texas. 

I believe that it is important for Congress to 
recognize the contributions of our constituents 
to the overall development of our commu-
nities. I commend Representative SHEILA 
JACKSON-LEE, a distinguished Member of the 
Judiciary Committee from Texas, who intro-
duced this legislation for highlighting the con-
tributions of Judge Jefferson. It is vitally impor-
tant that we all remember the many coura-
geous leaders whose achievements make 
possible the work we do today. 

Judge Jefferson is a noted legal scholar and 
institution of legal education in the Eighteenth 
Congressional District of Houston, Texas. His 
experience ranges from service in the Judge 
Advocate General corps in the United States 
Army Reserve to labor relations. He has been 
appointed and elected to the Texas state 
courts and nominated for a seat on the Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeals. In addition to serving 
both the bar and bench, Judge Jefferson has 
participated in the life of the Houston commu-
nity and has been honored by numerous orga-
nizations, ranging from the Anti-Defamation 
League to the League of United Latin Amer-
ican Citizens. 

The endowment of a chair in his honor at 
the Thurgood Marshall School of Law is a fit-
ting tribute for such a distinguished member of 
the bar and community. I salute his record of 
achievement and encourage all Members to 
support this resolution in his honor. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I have 
no other speakers, and I would be 
happy to yield back my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
JACKSON-LEE) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 31. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 5876, STOP CHILD ABUSE IN 
RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS FOR 
TEENS ACT OF 2008 
Ms. SLAUGHTER (during consider-

ation of H. Res. 31), from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110–717) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 1276) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5876) to 
require certain standards and enforce-
ment provisions to prevent child abuse 
and neglect in residential programs, 
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 5781, FEDERAL EMPLOYEES 
PAID PARENTAL LEAVE ACT OF 
2008 
Ms. SLAUGHTER (during consider-

ation of H. Res. 31), from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110–718) on the 
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