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himself and for others his entire life.
Our Nation is better for his service, his
leadership, and his commitment to his
country. We pray God’s comfort for his
wife of over 60 years, Miriam, his
daughter, Rhesa, and her husband,
Alden, and his grandchildren Chip,
Heidi, and Todd.

——
SUCCESS WE CAN BUILD UPON

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, as we approach Independence
Day, I am grateful for the success of
our troops in Iraq and in Afghanistan
to protect American families by defeat-
ing terrorists overseas. With two sons
who have served in Iraq and my former
National Guard 218th Brigade in Af-
ghanistan, I know firsthand our mili-
tary’s accomplishments.

The Department of Defense reports
violence in Iraq has declined signifi-
cantly. Security incidents have fallen
to their lowest level in 4 years. Civilian
deaths are down 75 percent from a year
ago, with the Iraqi military taking
greater control over military oper-
ations against al Qaeda and Iranian-
backed militias.

Increased security has led to in-
creased political and economic
progress where Iraqis are sharing oil
revenues, are developing and imple-
menting a budget, and are taking
greater financial responsibility for
building their infrastructure. We
should recognize these achievements to
eliminate terrorist safe havens so our
decisions here in Washington do not re-
verse this progress, which would
threaten our allies and American fami-
lies.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

———————

BIG OIL DOESN'T NEED MORE
LAND TO DRILL; THEY SHOULD
USE IT OR LOSE IT

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
with gas prices reaching $4 a gallon and
rising, the American people are search-
ing for real relief at the pump. While
Washington Republicans continue to
advocate for the same failed energy
policies that got us where we are
today, Democrats are providing Amer-
ican consumers with real solutions.

We must increase drilling. I support a
new piece of legislation that says to oil
companies: Use it or lose it. Use the
leases you have on land where we know
there is oil or lose those leases to an
oil company that is willing to drill.

Oil companies that are raking in
record profits are currently sitting on
68 million acres of leased oil-rich Fed-
eral land that they are not drilling.
The amount of oil which could be pro-
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duced from these reserves would nearly
double the total U.S. production. If oil
companies drilled those 68 million
acres, the U.S. could produce an addi-
tional 4.8 million barrels a day.

Mr. Speaker, this week, we will have
the opportunity to tell Big Oil to ei-
ther use the leases they have or to lose
them.

————
ENERGY INDEPENDENCE

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today, calling for expanded domestic
energy exploration and for a truly com-
prehensive energy policy, including re-
newables.

Access to oil and natural gas re-
sources from Federal lands and waters
is critical to the energy supply of West
Virginia consumers, businesses, and
homeowners. Specifically, the Outer
Continental Shelf will be increasingly
important to our Nation’s energy fu-
ture. Approximately 25 percent of U.S.
oil and natural gas production comes
from offshore areas. Technology has al-
lowed the industry to explore deeper in
the Gulf of Mexico and to make many
new discoveries.

However, current policy unneces-
sarily keeps many promising prospects
off limits, restraining additional
growth and supplies. Congress and past
Presidents have put a stop to offshore
drilling and development. This must
end. With gas prices at more than $4 a
gallon and filling up the minivan at
$70, we simply cannot afford to delib-
erately ignore our abundant resources.
It is time to use our resources and to
use our common sense.

———
IS DIPLOMACY MORE DANGEROUS?

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Yesterday, the value
of shares on the Lisbon stock market
dropped amid rumors of a military at-
tack on Iran’s nuclear research facili-
ties.

The Bush administration has been
mindlessly threatening the use of nu-
clear bunker busters on Iranian nu-
clear facilities. The Physicians for So-
cial Responsibility have analyzed the
effect of such an attack: ‘“Within 48
hours, fallout would cover much of
Iran, most of Afghanistan, and spread
into Pakistan and India. Fallout from
the use of a burrowing weapon such as
the B61-11 would be worse than from a
surface or air-burst weapon due to the
extra radioactive dust and debris eject-
ed from the blast site. In the imme-
diate area of the two attacks, our cal-
culations show that, within 48 hours,
an estimated 2.6 million people would
die; over 10.5 million people would be
exposed to significant radiation from
fallout.”
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Do we really believe the best way to
deal with Iran’s nuclear facilities is to
blow them up? Where are our spiritual
values? our moral sensibilities? Is di-
plomacy more dangerous?

——

BROADCASTER FREEDOM ACT

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. One year ago, over 300
Democrats and Republicans stood to-
gether to oppose efforts to restore the
so-called Fairness Doctrine to the air-
waves of this country for a single year.
It was an encouraging vote. But, fol-
lowing that vote, I introduced the
Broadcaster Freedom Act, which would
permanently ban the Fairness Doctrine
from ever coming back, and so far, not
one single House Democrat has signed
our position for an up-or-down vote on
broadcast freedom. Now we know why.

Asked yesterday if she supported re-
viving the Fairness Doctrine, Speaker
NANCY PELOSI replied, ‘““Yes.” At a
meeting at the Christian Science Mon-
itor, she said that the Broadcaster
Freedom Act would not receive a vote
because ‘‘the interest of my caucus is
the reverse.”

I say to Speaker PELOSI, with re-
spect, defending freedom is the para-
mount interest of every Member of the
American Congress.

I urge my Democrat colleagues to
take a stand for freedom. Oppose the
Democrat leadership’s plan to censure
the airwaves of American talk radio
and American Christian radio. Sign the
discharge petition for broadcast free-
dom, and help us send the Fairness
Doctrine to the ash heap of broadcast
history where it belongs.

——————

BIG OIL DOESN'T NEED MORE
LAND TO DRILL; THEY SHOULD
USE IT OR LOSE IT

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker,
every day, American consumers are
being squeezed at the pump. They can
no longer afford for Congress to be di-
vided on this issue.

I urge every Member of Congress to
support legislation on the floor that
would compel the oil industry to drill
on the public lands it already controls.
Big Oil would either have to produce
from these lands, would have to show
they are being diligent in their devel-
opment or would have to give up the
right to control even more Federal en-
ergy resources.

Simply put, we are telling Big Oil to
either use it or lose it.

Experts estimate that 68 million
acres of leased land could produce 4.8
million barrels of oil, which would
nearly double the Nation’s total oil
production.

Congressional Republicans and Presi-
dent Bush are calling for domestic
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drilling, saying it is the only solution
to control high prices. Republicans
should then be demanding that Big Oil
drill on the 68 million acres where they
already have leases.

Mr. Speaker, Americans have been
deeply hurt by the prices at the pump.
Republicans should join with the
Democrats and should tell Big Oil com-
panies to get to work now.

WHO DO WE FIGHT?

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, who do we
fight against? We have been at war in
Iraq and Afghanistan for years. We
heard that we are fighting a war on
terror. But what does that mean? Who
are the people at war with America?

Now, after all this time, our govern-
ment has decided we must have a po-
litically correct name for our enemy.
No 1longer can we use the term
““Jihadist,” the primary meaning being
a holy war to subject the world to
Islam. After all, using that term might
hurt our enemies’ feelings.

And certainly the most accurate
term, ‘‘Islamo-Fascists,” is strictly
taboo because it might further anger
our enemies by insinuating they are a
bit radical when they murder in the
name of religion.

So the government insists that we
call the bad guys ‘‘extremists’ or ‘‘ter-
rorists.”

That vague term won’t indicate the
war against us is waged in the name of
radical Muslim religious doctrine. But
isn’t that the reason for this war?

The term ‘‘Jihadist” is not a reflec-
tion on all Muslims. After all, many
Muslims are literally fighting these
radical ideas.

In a war, we must specifically define
our enemy. Otherwise, we don’t know
who they are or why we fight.

And that’s just the way it is.

SUPPORTING THE DESIGNATION
OF A NATIONAL TOURETTE SYN-
DROME DAY

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise
to help raise awareness of Tourette
syndrome. This is a misunderstood dis-
order that affects an unknown number
of Americans. The experts think that
maybe 200,000 of us suffer from this
neurological disorder; although no one
really knows Dbecause it is often
misdiagnosed. That is why we need to
increase awareness and applaud those
who work on a daily basis to make this
one of the issues that we must be
aware of.

In my home State, the New Jersey
Center for Tourette Syndrome and As-
sociated Disorders provides an innova-
tive, multidisciplinary, multi-institu-
tional approach to the treatment for
those in New Jersey who have the
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Tourette syndrome and for their fami-
lies. It is the first and only program of
its kind in the Nation, and it serves as
a model for other centers.

In concert with the State legislature,
they declared every Wednesday in New
Jersey as Tourette Syndrome Day to
call attention to this disorder. In order
to continue to bring awareness to this
disorder, today, I will introduce a reso-
lution supporting the designation of a
National Tourette Syndrome Day.

——
0 1015
LIFT BAN ON OFFSHORE DRILLING

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina.
Mr. Speaker, last week, Senator JOHN
McCAIN stated that we need to lift the
Federal moratorium on offshore drill-
ing for oil and gas. President Bush also
agreed that the U.S. needs to lift its
long-standing ban on offshore oil and
gas drilling so we can increase our en-
ergy production here.

I agree. We need to increase U.S. oil
production to lower gas prices for
American families. Mr. Speaker, the
U.S. has access to 112 billion barrels of
onshore and offshore oil and access to 1
to 2 trillion barrels of recoverable oil
shale. To ban exploration of these en-
ergy sources is simply outdated.

The rise in gas prices has brought a
daily increase in the cost of consumer
goods due to higher transportation
costs, groceries and airfare. American
families are looking for relief, Mr.
Speaker, and the President is correct
when he said Americans are turning to
Washington for solutions. The only
way we can help these families is to lift
the ban on energy resources that we
have here at home.

————

BIG OIL: USE IT OR LOSE IT

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker,
the two men most responsible for our
record prices at the pump today are
President Bush and Vice President
CHENEY. They came to the White House
from the executive suites of Big Oil,
and their energy policies continue to
mirror Big Oil’s agenda.

President Bush has, once again,
called for drilling in ANWR even
though his own Energy Department has
said that opening up the Arctic would
only save pennies per gallon 10 years
from now. Now the President has sug-
gested opening up the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf to drilling even though 80
percent of the oil available there is al-
ready open to leasing.

Why would we give Big Oil access to
more of our land and waters if they
refuse to drill on the 68 million acres
they have now? If President Bush be-
lieves that drilling is the answer, why
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isn’t he demanding that Big Oil use the
land they already have?

Mr. Speaker, Republicans have re-
peated the same domestic drilling rhet-
oric for years. Tomorrow they have the
chance to act on that rhetoric and to
tell Big Oil to either use it or lose it by
joining us in passing the Responsible
Federal Oil and Gas Lease Act of 2008.

———

CRITICAL ENERGY NEEDS

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, the U.S.
faces a critical need to encourage do-
mestic petroleum production. It seems
as if the United States has unilaterally
disarmed itself in the competition for
energy supplies by imposing a host of
unnecessary restrictions on domestic
o0il and energy production. Indeed, in
the past three decades, we’ve thwarted
construction of refineries and nuclear
power plants that could have helped to
ease the competition for energy supply
and that could have secured greater en-
ergy independence for all of us.

Further, taxes on the major domestic
oil producers lower incentives for new
investments, and they add more costs
to finished products at the pump. Fur-
thermore, there is growing doubt that
the recent rush to develop corn-based
ethanol and other alternative and re-
newable energy sources will bring gen-
uine relief or true energy security. By
creating a bonanza for corn growers
and agribusiness giants, we have suc-
ceeded in driving up food prices both in
the United States and abroad.

American families deserve better
from the Democrat-controlled Con-
gress.

———

PRESERVING HEALTH CARE
ACCESS

(Ms. GIFFORDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, with my enthusiastic support, the
House passed the Medicare Improve-
ments for Patients and Providers Act,
H.R. 6331.

In Cochise County, which is a rural
part of my southern Arizona district,
access to primary health care is a real
challenge, but it is a challenge that
particularly impacts our seniors.

This legislation protects payments
for community physicians, for critical
hospitals and for ambulances in rural
areas. In southern Arizona, these doc-
tors and hospitals provide vital serv-
ices to our seniors throughout a very
rural part of America, including areas
like Naco, Sierra Vista, Douglas, and
Bisbee, Arizona.

I would like to take a moment to
thank members of my senior advisory
council and my health care advisory
council. They have worked diligently
to highlight the need for improving ac-
cess to health care for our seniors, es-
pecially in underserved and remote
areas.
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