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enough oil or gas or other energy prod-
ucts so we can be energy independent.
All we have to do is start.

The problem is in this body and the
other body on the other side of the
building, they will not move, the ma-
jority will not move on drilling here in
the United States. We could drill in the
ANWR in Alaska and get 1 to 2 million
barrels of oil a day. We could drill off
the continental shelf and get 1 or 2 mil-
lion barrels of oil a day. We have about
a 400 or 500 year supply of natural gas.
And we are not doing anything. We are
not drilling.

We are sending $400 or $500 million a
day over to Saudi Arabia and to Ven-
ezuela and South America for oil that
we could produce right mere in Amer-
ica. It is costing us jobs, it is costing
us energy, it is causing food price
hikes, the price of anything else that
you buy that is transported by truck in
this country, and the people going to
and from work or paying $4 or $5 a gal-
lon or $70 or $80 or $90 for one tankful.
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They can’t survive. The economy will
continue to go down if we don’t do
something about these energy prices.
And we are not going to do it until we
allow this country to drill, this govern-
ment to drill in places like the ANWR
and off the Continental Shelf, and use
the coal shale that we have here in
abundance to produce our own energy.
We can do it. The people of America by
about an 80 percent margin say drill
now, drill in America, lower those gas
prices. And we are not doing it.

We just celebrated our declaration of
independence from Great Britain. It is
high time we had a declaration of inde-
pendence regarding our energy. We
need to drill here in America, we need
to drill in the ANWR, we need to drill
offshore and become energy inde-
pendent. It is time. And I hope all of
my colleagues will sign my good friend,
Mr. WESTMORELAND from Georgia’s pe-
tition over here that will let everybody
know in this country, all of their con-
stituents know that they are com-
mitted to drilling in America to get en-
ergy prices down.

He is going to take a one-hour special
order here pretty quick telling every-
body why we should be drilling here in
America. So if I were talking to people
across this country, Madam Speaker, I
would say call your Congressman, call
your Senator, and tell them to sign Mr.
WESTMORELAND’S petition so we can
move toward energy independence. It is
high time. We should do it now.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. BONNER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BONNER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, in
the last 2 days there have been two
major stories about comments made by
the prime minister of Iraq. In the first,
he said that terrorism in Iraq has been
defeated. In the second, the Iraqi prime
minister said he wants to negotiate a
departure date for U.S. troops.

Yet, because the Defense Department
has requested more money for Iraq this
yvear than any year of the war so far,
you can rest assured that we will not
be leaving any time soon. This war has
always been more about money and
power than about any real threat to
the U.S. Saddam Hussein’s total mili-
tary budget was only a little over 2/10
of 1 percent of ours.

As the conservative columnist Char-
ley Reese wrote a few years ago: We at-
tacked a country that had not at-
tacked us, that had not even threat-
ened to attack us, and was not even ca-
pable of attacking us.”

Now some are gloating about the suc-
cess of the surge as if this somehow
justifies all the deaths, all the injuries,
and all the waste, fraud, and abuse of
previous years. Well, surely with the
expenditure of hundreds of billions of
dollars, there would be a few successes
along the way.

It is not criticism of the troops to
say that this was a very unnecessary
war that we should never have been in,
in the first place. This war has meant
massive foreign aid, huge deficit spend-
ing, and has put almost the entire bur-
den of enforcing U.N. resolutions on
our taxpayers and on our military. It
has gone against every traditional con-
servative position I have ever known.

The Democrats recently passed a
budget raising our national debt limit
to $10.5 trillion. We are still borrowing
staggering amounts of money, and this
war has been our largest single ex-
pense. The Defense Department, like
any giant bureaucracy, always wants
more money, yet we simply cannot af-
ford to keep spending at the rate our
military leaders want.

Georgie Anne Geyer, the conserv-
ative foreign policy columnist, wrote a
few months after the Iraqi war started
that, ‘“‘Americans will inevitably come
to a point where they have to choose
between a government that provides
services at home or one that seeks em-
pire across the globe.”

This war has already become the
most expensive and wasteful war in
American history. There has not been
anything fiscally conservative about
the war in Iraq. In fact, there has been
so much waste of money, so much
fraud, so much excessive and lavish
spending that fiscal conservatives
should be the ones most upset about all
this.

According to the Government Ac-
countability Office, we already have $53
trillion to $54 trillion in unfunded fu-
ture pension liabilities on top of our
national debt, and this figure is going
up every day. We are now spending at
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the rate of $500 million a day, every
day, for our military ventures in Iraq
and Afghanistan. In just a few short
years we will not be able to pay our So-
cial Security and veterans pensions
and all the other things we have prom-
ised our own people with money that
will buy very much.

Evan Thomas in the June 23 issue of
Newsweek wrote, ‘‘American politi-
cians have gone to extraordinary
lengths to be seen as Churchill, not
Chamberlain, with results that have
not always been in America’s best in-
terest.”

He wrote that Saddam Hussein and
Slobodan Milosevic were frequently
compared to Hitler. “But,” Thomas
wrote, ‘‘the only real Hitler was Hitler.
Saddam and Milosevic were murderers,
but at most local menaces.”

Both parties are falling all over
themselves trying to prove their patri-
otism, and thus are afraid to question
any Pentagon expenditure. And the De-
fense Department seems to know that
no matter how wasteful or inefficient
it becomes, that Congress will keep on
giving it huge increases.

Where are the fiscal conservatives?
Where are those who will say that,
since the surge has been successful, we
need to spend less money in Iraq, not
more? Where are those who supported
this war who will not back up the Iraqi
prime minister and say it is time to
start bringing our troops home?

Surely conservatives, who have al-
ways been the biggest opponents of
world government, are not going to say
we should keep on running Iraq and
simply stay there forever regardless of
how the Iraqis themselves feel.

At some point we need to start put-
ting our own people first once again.
At some point, Madam Speaker, we
need to stop borrowing hundreds of bil-
lions to spend in other countries, and
take care of our own people.

——
BLUE DOG COALITION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Utah
(Mr. MATHESON) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. MATHESON. Madam Speaker, I
am very pleased to be able to organize
a special order this hour on the part of
the Blue Dog Coalition. The Blue Dogs
wanted to take advantage of this op-
portunity tonight to speak about en-
ergy policy issues.

I think that there is no doubt that
when it comes to domestic policy
issues that this country faces, that en-
ergy policy is right at the top of the
list. I think it is clear that this coun-
try should be looking for a comprehen-
sive balanced energy policy, and I
think that represents the type of poli-
tics the Blue Dogs in the House of Rep-
resentatives have often supported.

We have a number of issues that we
really want to work through tonight,
and I have a number of my fellow Blue
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