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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, | took a
leave of absence the afternoon of July 10,
2008, as | was attending to personal business.
The following list describes how | would have
voted had | been in attendance this afternoon.

“Yea”—on Pearce (NM) amendment.

“Aye”—on Motion to Recommit H.R. 1286.

“Yea”—Final Passage H.R. 1286—Revolu-
tionary Route National Historic Trail Designa-
tion Act.

“Yea”—Motion to Instruct Conferees on
H.R. 1321—Flood Insurance Reform and Mod-
ernization Act of 2007.

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. ED-
WARDS of Maryland). Without objec-
tion, the Chair appoints the following
conferees:

From the Committee on Financial
Services, for consideration of the
House bill and the Senate amendment,
and modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. FRANK of Massachu-
setts, KANJORSKI, Ms. WATERS, Messrs.
waATT, CLAY, KLEIN of Florida,
MAHONEY of Florida, BACHUS, Mrs.
BIGGERT, Mrs. CAPITO, Messrs. GARRETT
of New Jersey, and PRICE of Georgia.

From the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, for consideration of sec. 302
of the Senate amendment, and modi-
fications committed to conference:
Messrs. DINGELL, BOUCHER, and BARTON
of Texas.

From the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, for consider-
ation of secs. 7 and 22 of the House bill,
and secs. 107, 119, and 301 of the Senate
amendment, and modifications com-
mitted to conference: Ms. EDDIE BER-
NICE JOHNSON of Texas, Messrs. BRALEY
of Iowa, and GRAVES.

For consideration of secs. 7 and 35 of
the House bill, and sec. 128 of the Sen-
ate amendment, and modifications
committed to conference: Mr. TAYLOR.

There was no objection.

———
GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that Members may
have 5 days to revise and extend their
remarks on the motion to instruct on
H.R. 3121.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 1286, WASH-
INGTON-ROCHAMBEAU REVOLU-
TIONARY ROUTE NATIONAL HIS-
TORIC TRAIL DESIGNATION ACT

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Clerk be
authorized to make technical correc-
tions in the engrossment of H.R. 1286,
including corrections in spelling, punc-
tuation, section and title numbering,
cross-referencing, conforming amend-
ments to the table of contents and
short titles, and the insertion of appro-
priate headings.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONTINUED BENE-
FITS FOR CERTAIN SENATE RES-
TAURANTS EMPLOYEES

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
take from the Speaker’s table the Sen-
ate bill (S. 2967) to provide for certain
Federal employee benefits to be contin-
ued for certain employees of the Sen-
ate Restaurants after operations of the
Senate Restaurants are contracted to
be performed by a private business con-
cern, and for other purposes, and ask
for its immediate consideration in the
House.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania?

There was no objection.

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows:

S. 2967

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CONTINUED BENEFITS FOR CERTAIN
SENATE RESTAURANTS EMPLOYEES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CONTRACTOR.—The term ‘‘contractor’’
means the private business concern that en-
ters into a food services contract with the
Architect of the Capitol.

(2) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered individual” means any individual who—

(A) is a Senate Restaurants employee who
is an employee of the Architect of the Cap-
itol on the date of enactment of this Act, in-
cluding—

(i) a permanent, full-time or part-time em-
ployee;

(ii) a temporary, full-time or part-time em-
ployee; and

(iii) an employee in a position described
under the second or third provisos under the
subheading ‘‘SENATE OFFICE BUILDINGS”
under the heading ‘‘CAPITOL BUILDINGS AND
GROUNDS” under the heading ‘“‘ARCHITECT
OF THE CAPITOL” in the Legislative
Branch Appropriations Act, 1972 (2 U.S.C.
2048);

(B) becomes an employee of the contractor
under a food services contract on the trans-
fer date; and

(C) with respect to benefits under sub-
section (c)(2) or (3), files an election before
the transfer date with the Office of Human
Resources of the Architect of the Capitol to
have 1 or more benefits continued in accord-
ance with this section.

(3) FOOD SERVICES CONTRACT.—The term
“food services contract’” means a contract
under which food services operations of the
Senate Restaurants are transferred to, and
performed by, a private business concern.

(4) TRANSFER DATE.—The term ‘‘transfer
date’” means the date on which a contractor
begins the performance of food services oper-
ations under a food services contract.

(b) ELECTION OF COVERAGE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—

(A) RETIREMENT COVERAGE.—Not later than
the day before the transfer date, an indi-
vidual described under subsection (a)(2)(A)
and (B) may file an election with the Office
of Human Resources of the Architect of the
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Capitol to continue coverage under the re-
tirement system under which that individual
is covered on that day.

(B) LIFE AND HEALTH INSURANCE COV-
ERAGE.—If the individual files an election
under subparagraph (A) to continue retire-
ment coverage, the individual may also file
an election with the Office of Human Re-
sources of the Architect of the Capitol to
continue coverage of any other benefit under
subsection (¢)(2) or (3) for which that indi-
vidual is covered on that day. Any election
under this subparagraph shall be filed not
later than the day before the transfer date.

(2) NOTIFICATION TO THE OFFICE OF PER-
SONNEL MANAGEMENT.—The Office of Human
Resources of the Architect of the Capitol
shall provide timely notification to the Of-
fice of Personnel Management of any elec-
tion filed under paragraph (1).

(c) CONTINUITY OF BENEFITS.—

(1) PAY.—The rate of basic pay of a covered
individual as an employee of a contractor, or
successor contractor, during a period of con-
tinuous service may not be reduced to a rate
less than the rate of basic pay paid to that
individual as an employee of the Architect of
the Capitol on the day before the transfer
date, except for cause.

(2) RETIREMENT AND LIFE INSURANCE BENE-
FITS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of chapters
83, 84, and 87 of title 5, United States Code—

(i) any period of continuous service per-
formed by a covered individual as an em-
ployee of a contractor, or successor con-
tractor, shall be deemed to be a period of
service as an employee of the Architect of
the Capitol; and

(ii) the rate of basic pay of the covered in-
dividual during the period described under
clause (i) shall be deemed to be the rate of
basic pay of that individual as an employee
of the Architect of the Capitol on the date on
which the Architect of the Capitol enters
into the food services contract.

(B) TREATMENT AS CIVIL SERVICE RETIRE-
MENT OFFSET EMPLOYEES.—In the case of a
covered individual who on the day before the
transfer date is subject to subchapter III of
chapter 83 of title 5, United States Code, but
whose employment with the Architect of the
Capitol is not employment for purposes of
title II of the Social Security Act and chap-
ter 21 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986—

(i) the employment described under sub-
paragraph (A)(i) shall, for purposes of sub-
chapter III of chapter 83 of title 5, United
States Code, be deemed to be—

(I) employment of an individual described
under section 8402(b)(2) of title 5, United
States Code; and

(IT) Federal service as defined under sec-
tion 8349(c) of title 5, United States Code;
and

(ii) the basic pay described under subpara-
graph (A)(ii) for employment described under
subparagraph (A)(i) shall be deemed to be
Federal wages as defined under section
8334(k)(2)(C)(1) of title 5, United States Code.

(3) HEALTH INSURANCE BENEFITS.—For pur-
poses of chapters 89, 89A, and 89B of title 5,
United States Code, any period of continuous
service performed by a covered individual as
an employee of a contractor, or successor
contractor, shall be deemed to be a period of
service as an employee of the Architect of
the Capitol.

(4) LEAVE.—

(A) CREDIT OF LEAVE.—Subject to section
6304 of title 5, United States Code, annual
and sick leave balances of any covered indi-
vidual shall be credited to the leave accounts
of that individual as an employee of the con-
tractor, or any successor contractor. A food
services contract may include provisions
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