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I ride my bike. Gas prices for that are $0,
pollution is minimal, impact to the roads
minimal, and most of all, it is great for my
health.

MIKE, Boise.

Dear Senator Crapo: I now ride a bicycle to
deal with the high cost of gasoline. You may
be surprised to know that bicycles are about
97% efficient in converting energy to motion.
Of course, there are times of the year when
this is not practical (like during the winter),
so I would make the following recommenda-
tion.

We need more fuel-efficient motor vehicles,
and one way to do that would be to pass leg-
islation limiting the maximum weight of
new motor vehicles. The automotive indus-
try could make significant improvements in
motor vehicle fuel efficiency if they would
all move to lower mass designs. For this,
they need a level playing field that also
resets safety standards to consider a lower
maximum vehicle weight. To achieve a lower
vehicle weight, industry would have to em-
ploy new or alternative materials. It is not
just about the engines.

PAUL.

Three of us work for Scentsy Candles in
Meridian, which is 26 miles one way. We
drive two cars; I get off at 3 pm, and the oth-
ers get off at 5:30 pm. One car spends 42.00 a
week, and the other car spends 48.25 a week.
You do the math. When does it stop . . .

DOUGLAS, CHRISTINE AND COLLEEN, Emmett.

The energy prices are outrageous! The only
people that it is not affecting are the rich
and famous! We are in the process of building
a new home . and did you know that
Idaho does not have any kind of programs
that will help a homebuilder with solar pan-
els or windmills. If you are so worried about
energy, why not bring some programs that
will help people with these kinds of things.
In looking at the costs of these things, there
is not one program out there that will help
the individuals who are barely making it. We
would love to go solar and wind, but on top
of all the other high costs, there’s no way we
can afford it. Too bad you aren’t as worried
as you say you are, or we in Idaho would al-
ready have these kinds of programs in effect!
All we do is save and help the lazy people
who would rather take and take from the
government. There are no programs to help
the ones that really need it and wouldn’t use
the system, over and over again.

Just think—if we could afford the extra 10—
30k for solar panels and all that is needed to
make solar energy, we could be selling power
back to Avista! But the rich and famous poli-
ticians do not have to worry about their en-
ergy bills!

Eight years ago, I made a statement of
“when Bush is done with this country, no
one will be able to afford gas.”” Well, it is al-
most that time! I sure hit that one right on
the money! We need to get our troops out of
Iraq, also. If we had all the money that was
being spent on a war we can’t win (what are
we suppose to win anyway?) The government
could have already given every citizen in the
United State a million dollars to spend any
way they wanted to and still have money
left! But we have to be killing people and let-
ting our soldiers die, too. When they get in-
jured, we do not do anything for them. How
sad is our country, anyway. We shouldn’t be
fighting with anyone!

DENISE.

I have a small sales company that sells
new construction hardware for the residen-
tial market. This territory is for Wash-
ington, Oregon, and Idaho. The amount of
new construction is way off from two years
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ago and, coupled with gasoline costing over
$4 a gallon, it becomes almost impossible to
service the accounts profitably.

What do we do to counteract the negative
forces? We drive 4-cylinder cars that get
good mileage, drive less, make more phone
calls and hope for improvement in the con-
struction sector.

What do we believe would help the current
squeeze by high gasoline prices? Encourage
more development of the Bakken Oil Forma-
tion which stretches across North Dakota,
Montana, and part of Saskatchewan. This oil
field has 3.65 billion barrels of light sweet
crude according to the USGS and that is not
counting reserves. What to do with it?
Threaten the oil companies with the possi-
bility of taking away the extra tax credits
afforded them unless they expedite refinery
capacity (Does not matter how much crude
without the refining capacity), and give a
very concerted effort to begin major extrac-
tion from this large pool of oil. This oil field
makes a lot more sense than drilling in
ANWR when considering the location and
amount of crude available. Nuclear? You bet.
With today’s technology, it makes extreme
sense to use nuclear power. The biggest prob-
lem of course is waste disposal. How many
billions of taxpayer dollars have been spent
on Yucca Mountain? Tell the state of Nevada
that the facility is the property of the U.S.
government and that it will use it according
to the best interests of the U.S. citizens.

Does Joe Citizen think that we have a big
problem with energy right now? You bet.
Would the above ideas help? I think so. Can
it be done? If the U.S. could put a man on the
moon almost 40 years ago and that was not
under emergency conditions, why not? A lot
of people need to sit down in Washington
D.C. and say ‘‘Hey we have a real problem
here, let’s fix it”’. If NASA can put a man on
the moon why can’t the whole U.S. fix the
energy problem?

Regards,
GARY, Nampa.

Honorable Mike Crapo: Our youth group
used to spend our summers enjoying the ab-
solutely fabulous Idaho backcountry. We
used to hike, fish, swim in all the scenic
Idaho lakes and rivers. Congress has spent a
lot of effort to make sure that these pristine
areas are set aside for future generations to
enjoy. I applaud their efforts to maintain a
balance between energy exploration and the
ability to witness the beauties of nature.
However, due to the continuing increases in
fuel costs, those days of exploring these
backcountry wonders is quickly becoming
only a shadow. Our youth group is no longer
able to afford these backcountry trips due to
the fuel expense. With a continued increase
in gas cost, it will be a wonder if soon any-
one will be able to make the excursion.

I would fully support the limited and non-
intrusive exploration and exploitation of the
vast oil, gas and coal resources our country
has been blessed with to maintain the life
style that past generations have enjoyed.
Open ANWR and our coastlines to these
proven reserves. I believe we have the tech-
nology to safely capture all the fossil fuel re-
serves that are within our ability to acquire.
It is much better for a good steward like the
USA to retrieve these resources in a safer
way rather than other countries such as
China and India that have been notorious for
abandoning sound pollution principles. Nu-
clear power has a proven track record of safe
power production and I would implore the
Senate to do everything in their power to
open the door to the next generation of even
safer nuclear power production and finally
opening up the single repository for our
spent fuel at Yucca Mountain. Our society
will be much better off and our future gen-
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erations will then be able to continue to wit-
ness marvels of nature as we blend environ-
mental and sane land use policies.

I consider myself a conservationist and
have always ridden my bike to work, but re-
moving the wonders of nature from my life
due to gas cost is more than I can bear.

JAMES, Boise.

————

RETIREMENT OF GENERAL
MICHAEL MOSELEY

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I would
like to take a moment to say a few
words about the retirement of GEN T.
Michael Moseley.

This morning at Bolling Air Force
Base, the Air Force said farewell to its
18th Chief of Staff. Buzz Moseley faced
a staggering array of challenges during
his tenure: Recapitalizing and modern-
izing the oldest inventory of aircraft in
the history of the Air Force, training
and developing young airmen in a tu-
multuous time, and sustaining ongoing
operations in two theatres of war as
well as a worldwide fight against al-
Qaida. Buzz tackled those significant
challenges head-on, and made substan-
tial progress in addressing each of
them. The crucial role played by the
Air Force in the current fight is often
and unfortunately overlooked.

Over the past 12 months, the Air
Force has identified some serious
lapses in attention to the nuclear mis-
sion. There were significant problems,
and General Moseley took immediate
action to strengthen compliance and
discipline, heighten attention to detail
and execution, expand inspection and
evaluation, and broadly refocus the
service on the nuclear mission. He and
Secretary Michael Wynne have not re-
ceived the credit they deserved for
their efforts. But even if General
Moseley will not be the one to oversee
the conclusion of these efforts, there is
no doubt that the Air Force will be
building on the solid foundations laid
by Buzz as it continues to aim for the
zero-defect standard the American peo-
ple are entitled to expect when it
comes to nuclear weapons.

The U.S. Air Force has always held
its airmen and leaders to the highest
standards, and in my view, Buzz
Moseley consistently exceeded them
throughout more than 36 years of serv-
ice. He was an outstanding leader for
the Air Force, and he should be proud
of what he accomplished there. Our
country owes him a deep debt of grati-
tude. It has been an honor to work with
him over the years. But more than
that, it has been an honor to call him
my friend. This great American goes
into his retirement with my deepest
appreciation. Our fellow citizens
should know he is a great patriot who
protected our freedoms at great per-
sonal sacrifice and with real distinc-
tion. GEN Buzz Moseley is among our
very best.

———

STRENGTHENING MEDICARE

e Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
wish to share with my colleagues a dis-
turbing report about the challenges
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