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to render its decision on the agents’ ap-
peal, I am hopeful that the House Judi-
ciary Committee will soon hold a hear-
ing to investigate this injustice. I
thank Chairman JOHN CONYERS and his
staff for their interest in investigating
this case.

This case deserves a hearing because
Ramos and Compean were doing their
job to protect our borders. They should
never have been prosecuted. During
oral arguments for their appeal on De-
cember 3, 2007, one of the judges consid-
ering the case, Judge E. Grady Jolly
said, and I quote the judge, ‘‘It does
seem to me that the government over-
reacted here. For some reason this one
got out of hand.”

I want the families of Agents Ramos
and Compean to know that my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle and I
will continue to do all we can to see
that this miscarriage of justice cor-
rected.

————
NATIONAL BOULE CONFERENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to express my enthusiastic con-
gratulations and support for the Alpha
Kappa Alpha sorority during its Na-
tional Boule Conference, celebrating
100 years of its organization and exist-
ence. The sorority, founded at Howard
University on January 15, 1908, is the
first Greek-lettered sorority estab-
lished and incorporated by a group of
nine African American college women.
The AKA sorority broke barriers for
African American women in areas
where little power or authority existed
due to a lack of opportunities for mi-
norities and women in the early 20th
century.

Headquartered in Chicago, Illinois,
the sorority consists of college-edu-
cated women of African, Caucasian,
Asian and Hispanic descent. The soror-
ity serves through a membership of
more than 200,000 women in over 900
chapters in the United States and sev-
eral other countries. Since its incep-
tion, Alpha Kappa Alpha has helped to
improve social and economic condi-
tions through community service pro-
grams. Members have improved edu-
cation through independent initiatives,
contributed to community building by
creating programs, and influenced Fed-
eral legislation by advocacy through
the National Non-Partisan Lobby on
Civil and Democratic Rights.

My wife, Vera, is a proud member of
Tau Gamma Omega, the graduate chap-
ter of the Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority.
Two of my sisters, Ceola and Floretta,
are also AKAs. They often meet in our
home. And I have always been very
proud of the leadership and mentoring
relationship my wife has established
and continues to display with younger
women who join. Tau Gamma Omega is
a strong voice and positive presence in
the community where they serve.
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Mr. Speaker, it is my understanding
that there are 26,000 AKAs in the Dis-
trict of Columbia this week. And today
I was very pleased to receive, along
with my wife, State representative
Connie Howard, and the immediate
past president of the Cook County
Board of Commissioners, the Honorable
Bobby Steele and a large contingent of
AKAs from my hometown of Chicago,
Illinois.

And so, Mr. Speaker, as a member of
the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity and the
United States House of Representa-
tives, I commend the Alpha Kappa
Alpha sorority on all their continuing
endeavors to help the community. And
I welcome the 26,000 attending mem-
bers of the 2008 Centennial Boule to
their founding place of Washington,
D.C.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CALVERT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CALVERT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

NIGERIAN SWEET CRUDE OIL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I think everybody in America
knows that we import an exorbitant
amount of the oil that we use in this
country. We are dependent on oil from
the Middle East. We are dependent on
oil from South America, from Ven-
ezuela and elsewhere. And as a result,
we are at the mercy of these countries
if they decide to cut back on the
amount of oil that they are selling to
this country or if OPEC decides to
raise the price per barrel of oil.

As a result of our dependency on for-
eign oil, we now see gasoline at the
pump of between $4 and $5 per gallon.
And everybody in this country, in fact,
almost everybody, about 70 percent of
people in recent polls, have said they
want America to move towards energy
independence. They want us to drill
here in the United States. They want
us to drill offshore on the continental
shelf. They want us to drill in ANWR
up in Alaska. They want us to use coal
share converted into oil for energy.
And they want us to drill for natural
gas. But unfortunately, we are not
going to do it because we can’t get the
votes in the House or the Senate to get
this job done.

Now today we had a meeting. And we
found out that in addition to our de-
pendency on foreign oil from sources
like Saudi Arabia or Venezuela or else-
where in the world, we find out that
from Nigeria we import almost 37 per-
cent of our sweet crude oil, which is
the preferable kind of oil you want for
many of the refineries on the east
coast because they can convert that in
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an easier way into gasoline to be sold
at the pump. Now if they have to rely
on heavier crude oil, as I understand it,
they won’t be able to convert that be-
cause they are not geared up for that.
They are used to using, and the refin-
eries are geared to using the sweet
crude oil.

So as a result, we see 37 percent of
the sweet crude oil coming from Nige-
ria and almost 1 million barrels of oil a
day coming from that country. And
they have problems over there right
now we found out today, Mr. Speaker.
They have rebel groups that are steal-
ing as much as 500,000 barrels of oil a
day and selling it on the world market
to put into their own pockets. And if
they decide to go further into the pock-
ets of Nigeria, they can dig into the 1
million barrels of oil that we receive
from Nigeria a day. And that is about
9 percent of the oil that we get from
around the world.

The reason I'm bringing all this up is
that we are dependent on Saudi Arabia.
We are dependent on Venezuela. We are
dependent on Canada. And we are de-
pendent on Mexico. And now I find that
we are dependent on Nigeria for about
9 percent of the oil we have, which is
about 37 percent of the sweet crude oil
we get, which is the preferable kind of
oil that we need for refining on the
east coast of this country.

We are dependent on the rest of the
world. And the price of gasoline at the
pump is between $4 and $4.50 a gallon.
And if there is a disruption because of
OPEC or what goes on in Nigeria, we
could see the cost of gasoline per gal-
lon go to $5, $6 or $7 a gallon. And the
American people and our economy can-
not stand that kind of a price for gaso-
line. People are spending $70, $80 or $90
for one tank of gasoline. And seniors
and people that live in rural areas and
business people trying to get to and
from work cannot afford that. We can’t
afford the cost of getting food to the
marketplace and for us to buy it with-
out raising the price of these products.
Everything is going up because of the
price of oil.

And we find that we can be energy
independent in this country. We can
move rapidly toward energy independ-
ence if we drill off the continental shelf
and Alaska, and drill for natural gas
and convert coal shale into oil. We can
be energy independent, and we don’t
have to depend on the rest of the world.

And the American people, Mr. Speak-
er, need to contact their Congressmen
and their Senators and tell them that
we need to move toward energy inde-
pendence. We need to drill here in
America. We can get the job done.
We’re a can-do country. And we need to
get with it right away.

—————

IT IS TIME TO BAIL OUT MAIN
STREET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.
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