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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during

the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote.

O 1310

Mr. WALSH of New York changed his
vote from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARSON of Indiana). Pursuant to House
Resolution 1339, S. 2062, as amended, is
considered as passed and the House is
considered to have insisted on its
amendment and requested a conference
with the Senate thereon.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS 1IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 3890, TOM

LANTOS BLOCK BURMESE JADE
(JUNTA’S ANTI-DEMOCRATIC EF-
FORTS) ACT OF 2008

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Clerk be au-
thorized to make the following changes
in the engrossment of the House
amendment to the Senate amendment
to the text of H.R. 3890 that I have
placed at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Strike subsection (c¢) of section 6 of the bill
and insert the following:

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 3(b)
of the Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act
of 2003 (Public Law 108-61; 50 U.S.C. 1701
note) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘prohibitions’ and insert-
ing ‘‘restrictions’’;

(2) by inserting ‘‘or section 3A (b)(1) or
(c)(1)” after ‘‘this section’’ and

(3) by striking ‘‘a product of Burma’ and
inserting ‘‘subject to such restrictions’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

The

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days within which to revise
and extend their remarks and insert
additional information into the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———

INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1343 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 5959.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5959) to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2009 for intelligence and intelligence-
related activities of the United States
Government, the Community Manage-
ment Account, and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System, and for other purposes,
with Mr. SALAZAR in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered read the
first time.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
REYES) and the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. HOEKSTRA) each will control
30 minutes.

H6599

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. REYES. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, intelligence is critical
to every decision affecting America’s
national security. Whether the chal-
lenge is learning the intentions of our
Nation’s adversaries or detecting the
location of the next roadside IED in
Iraq, America needs a well-resourced
and well-managed intelligence commu-
nity.
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This committee’s primary respon-
sibilities are to authorize funds for the
intelligence agencies, to conduct vig-
orous oversight over their operations
and to ensure that those operations are
effective, legal and an appropriate use
of taxpayer money.

Mr. Chairman, this afternoon I want
to thank my colleague, Mr. HOEKSTRA,
the gentleman from Michigan, for
working with me in a bipartisan fash-
ion to bring this bill to the floor. I also
want to thank the staffs on both sides
of the aisle for the great work that
they have done to bring this bill to the
floor today.

This year, as in years past, I have
gone to the front lines to see our cou-
rageous intelligence professionals per-
form their jobs. They do this quietly,
often without recognition or praise.
Many spend time away from their fam-
ilies, often in very dangerous situa-
tions and under very dangerous condi-
tions. This bill is the tangible sign of
our support for the women and men of
our America’s intelligence agencies.

We’re providing robust funding for
our most important priorities includ-
ing HUMINT, language capabilities and
technical capabilities.

Our principal concern continues to be
that al Qaeda is stronger today than at
any time since September 11, 2001.
Osama bin Laden and his key deputies
remain at large. But al Qaeda is not
the only terrorist group that has
gained strength. Over the past 7 years,
Hezbollah and Hamas have become
more capable and even more deter-
mined. Dangerous states, including
Syria, are pursuing nuclear capabili-
ties. There is the possibility that one
of these states, or even a rogue sci-
entist, could transfer fissile material
to a terrorist group. This must remain
our foremost priority and our top con-
cern.

This bill invests in people, our most
precious resource. It adds funding to
enhance human intelligence collection,
not only for counterterrorism, but also
for enduring and emerging global secu-
rity issues, such as challenges that we
face in Asia, Africa and Latin America,
to name a few. This bill also contains a
number of provisions that promote
greater accountability, including the
creation of a new Inspector General for
the intelligence community.

Our bill will improve language capa-
bilities in the intelligence community
by adding funding for speakers of crit-
ical languages and requiring reports to
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