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address whether, what, and how the discharge 
of pollutants from vessels should be ad-
dressed. 

Among the vessels that will be subject to 
the moratorium is much of the Nation’s fishing 
fleet. We recognize the financial margins that 
fishermen are subject to, and realize it would 
not be prudent to control their various dis-
charges without better information. 

However, given the uncertainty related to 
the types, volumes, and composition of dis-
charges from larger commercial vessels, such 
as cruise ships and super-tankers, these ves-
sels are excluded from the 2 year moratorium. 
This is only right. Our Nation’s valuable fish-
eries and coastal areas should not be subject 
to the discharge of pollutants that enter our 
Nation’s waters in such quantities. 

Mr. Speaker, S. 3298 strikes an appropriate 
balance between precaution and commerce, 
and between aquatic health and pragmatism. 

I urge my colleagues to vote for this legisla-
tion today. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
OBERSTAR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 3298. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the Senate 
bill was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PASSENGER RAIL INVESTMENT 
AND IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2008 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the Sen-
ate bill (S. 294) to reauthorize Amtrak, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows: 

S. 294 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Passenger 
Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 
2008’’. 
SEC. 2. AMENDMENT OF TITLE 49, UNITED 

STATES CODE. 
Except as otherwise specifically provided, 

whenever in this Act an amendment is ex-
pressed in terms of an amendment to a sec-
tion or other provision of law, the reference 
shall be considered to be made to a section 
or other provision of title 49, United States 
Code. 
SEC. 3. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents for this Act is as fol-
lows: 
Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Amendment of title 49, United States 

Code. 
Sec. 3. Table of contents. 

TITLE I—AUTHORIZATIONS 
Sec. 101. Authorization for Amtrak capital 

and operating expenses and 
State capital grants. 

Sec. 102. Repayment of long-term debt and 
capital leases. 

Sec. 103. Other authorizations. 
Sec. 104. Tunnel project. 

Sec. 105. Compliance with Immigration and 
Nationality Act. 

Sec. 106. Authorization for capital and pre-
ventive maintenance projects 
for Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority. 

TITLE II—AMTRAK REFORM AND 
OPERATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS 

Sec. 201. National railroad passenger trans-
portation system defined. 

Sec. 202. Amtrak Board of Directors. 
Sec. 203. Establishment of improved finan-

cial accounting system. 
Sec. 204. Development of 5-year financial 

plan. 
Sec. 205. Establishment of grant process. 
Sec. 206. State-supported routes. 
Sec. 207. Metrics and standards. 
Sec. 208. Northeast Corridor state-of-good- 

repair plan. 
Sec. 209. Northeast Corridor infrastructure 

and operations improvements. 
Sec. 210. Restructuring long-term debt and 

capital leases. 
Sec. 211. Study of compliance requirements 

at existing intercity rail sta-
tions. 

Sec. 212. Oversight of Amtrak’s compliance 
with accessibility require-
ments. 

Sec. 213. Access to Amtrak equipment and 
services. 

Sec. 214. General Amtrak provisions. 
Sec. 215. Amtrak management account-

ability. 
Sec. 216. Passenger rail study. 
Sec. 217. Congestion grants. 
Sec. 218. Plan for restoration of service. 
Sec. 219. Locomotive biofuel study. 
Sec. 220. Study of the use of biobased lubri-

cants. 
Sec. 221. Applicability of Buy American Act. 
Sec. 222. Intercity passenger rail service per-

formance. 
Sec. 223. Amtrak Inspector General utiliza-

tion study. 
Sec. 224. Amtrak service preference study. 
Sec. 225. Historic preservation and railroad 

safety. 
Sec. 226. Commuter rail expansion. 
Sec. 227. Service evaluation. 

TITLE III—INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL 
POLICY 

Sec. 301. Capital assistance for intercity 
passenger rail service; State 
rail plans. 

Sec. 302. State rail plans. 
Sec. 303. Next generation corridor train 

equipment pool. 
Sec. 304. Rail cooperative research program. 
Sec. 305. Passenger rail system comparison 

study. 

TITLE IV—COMMUTER RAIL TRANSIT 
ENHANCEMENT 

Sec. 401. Commuter rail transit enhance-
ment. 

Sec. 402. Routing efficiency discussions with 
Amtrak. 

TITLE V—HIGH-SPEED RAIL 

Sec. 501. High-speed rail corridor program. 
Sec. 502. Additional high-speed projects. 
Sec. 503. High-speed rail study. 
Sec. 504. Grant conditions. 

TITLE I—AUTHORIZATIONS 
SEC. 101. AUTHORIZATION FOR AMTRAK CAPITAL 

AND OPERATING EXPENSES AND 
STATE CAPITAL GRANTS. 

(a) OPERATING GRANTS.—There are author-
ized to be appropriated to the Secretary of 
Transportation for the use of Amtrak for op-
erating costs the following amounts: 

(1) For fiscal year 2009, $525,000,000. 
(2) For fiscal year 2010, $600,000,000. 
(3) For fiscal year 2011, $614,000,000. 
(4) For fiscal year 2012, $638,000,000. 

(5) For fiscal year 2013, $654,000,000. 
(b) INSPECTOR GENERAL.—Out of the 

amounts authorized under subsection (a), 
there are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary of Transportation for the Of-
fice of the Inspector General of Amtrak the 
following amounts: 

(1) For fiscal year 2009, $20,368,900. 
(2) For fiscal year 2010, $22,586,000. 
(3) For fiscal year 2011, $24,337,000. 
(4) For fiscal year 2012, $26,236,000. 
(5) For fiscal year 2013, $28,287,000. 
(c) ACCESSIBILITY IMPROVEMENTS AND BAR-

RIER REMOVAL FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABIL-
ITIES.—There are authorized to be appro-
priated to the Secretary of Transportation 
for the use of Amtrak to improve the acces-
sibility of facilities, including rail platforms, 
and services the following amounts: 

(1) For fiscal year 2009, $68,500,000. 
(2) For fiscal year 2010, $240,000,000. 
(3) For fiscal year 2011, $240,000,000. 
(4) For fiscal year 2012, $240,000,000. 
(5) For fiscal year 2013, $240,000,000. 
(d) CAPITAL GRANTS.—There are authorized 

to be appropriated to the Secretary of Trans-
portation for the use of Amtrak for capital 
projects (as defined in subparagraphs (A) and 
(B) of section 24401(2) of title 49, United 
States Code) to bring the Northeast Corridor 
(as defined in section 24102(a)) to a state-of- 
good-repair, for capital expenses of the na-
tional rail passenger transportation system, 
and for purposes of making capital grants 
under section 24402 of that title to States, 
the following amounts: 

(1) For fiscal year 2009, $1,202,000,000. 
(2) For fiscal year 2010, $1,321,000,000. 
(3) For fiscal year 2011, $1,321,000,000. 
(4) For fiscal year 2012, $1,427,000,000. 
(5) For fiscal year 2013, $1,427,000,000. 
(e) AMOUNTS FOR STATE GRANTS.—Out of 

the amounts authorized under subsection (d), 
the following percentage shall be available 
each fiscal year for capital grants to States 
under section 24402 of title 49, United States 
Code, to be administered by the Secretary of 
Transportation: 

(1) 41.60 percent for fiscal year 2009. 
(2) 38 percent for fiscal year 2010. 
(3) 38 percent for fiscal year 2011. 
(4) 35 percent for fiscal year 2012. 
(5) 35 percent for fiscal year 2013. 
(f) PROJECT MANAGEMENT OVERSIGHT.—The 

Secretary may withhold up to 1⁄2 of 1 percent 
of amounts appropriated pursuant to sub-
section (d) for the costs of project manage-
ment oversight of capital projects carried 
out by Amtrak. 
SEC. 102. REPAYMENT OF LONG-TERM DEBT AND 

CAPITAL LEASES. 
(a) AMTRAK PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST PAY-

MENTS.— 
(1) PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST ON DEBT SERV-

ICE.—There are authorized to be appropriated 
to the Secretary of Transportation for the 
use of Amtrak for retirement of principal 
and payment of interest on loans for capital 
equipment, or capital leases, not more than 
the following amounts: 

(A) For fiscal year 2009, $345,000,000. 
(B) For fiscal year 2010, $345,000,000. 
(C) For fiscal year 2011, $345,000,000. 
(D) For fiscal year 2012, $345,000,000. 
(E) For fiscal year 2013, $345,000,000. 
(2) EARLY BUYOUT OPTION.—There are au-

thorized to be appropriated to the Secretary 
of Transportation such sums as may be nec-
essary for the use of Amtrak for the pay-
ment of costs associated with early buyout 
options if the exercise of those options is de-
termined to be advantageous to Amtrak. 

(3) LEGAL EFFECT OF PAYMENTS UNDER THIS 
SECTION.—The payment of principal and in-
terest on secured debt, with the proceeds of 
grants authorized by this section shall not— 

(A) modify the extent or nature of any in-
debtedness of the National Railroad Pas-
senger Corporation to the United States in 
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existence of the date of enactment of this 
Act; 

(B) change the private nature of Amtrak’s 
or its successors’ liabilities; or 

(C) imply any Federal guarantee or com-
mitment to amortize Amtrak’s outstanding 
indebtedness. 
SEC. 103. OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary of Transportation— 

(1) $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2009 
through 2013 to carry out the rail coopera-
tive research program under section 24910 of 
title 49, United States Code; and 

(2) $5,000,000 for fiscal year 2009, to remain 
available until expended, for grants to Am-
trak and States participating in the Next 
Generation Corridor Train Equipment Pool 
Committee established under section 303 of 
this Act for the purpose of designing, devel-
oping specifications for, and initiating the 
procurement of an initial order of 1 or more 
types of standardized next-generation cor-
ridor train equipment and establishing a 
jointly owned corporation to manage that 
equipment. 
SEC. 104. TUNNEL PROJECT. 

(a) NEW TUNNEL ALIGNMENT AND ENVIRON-
MENTAL REVIEW.—Not later than September 
30, 2013, the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion, working with Amtrak, the City of Bal-
timore, State of Maryland, and rail opera-
tors described in subsection (b), shall— 

(1) approve a new rail tunnel alignment in 
Baltimore that will permit an increase in 
train speed and service reliability; and 

(2) ensure completion of the related envi-
ronmental review process. 

(b) AFFECTED RAIL OPERATORS.—Rail oper-
ators other than Amtrak may participate in 
activities described in subsection (a) to the 
extent that they can demonstrate the inten-
tion and ability to contribute to the con-
struction of the new tunnel. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Federal Railroad Administration for car-
rying out this section $60,000,000 for the pe-
riod encompassing fiscal years 2009 through 
2013. 
SEC. 105. COMPLIANCE WITH IMMIGRATION AND 

NATIONALITY ACT. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of 

this Act, none of the funds authorized by this 
Act may be used to employ workers in viola-
tion of section 274A of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324a). 
SEC. 106. AUTHORIZATION FOR CAPITAL AND 

PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE 
PROJECTS FOR WASHINGTON MET-
ROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHOR-
ITY. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the succeeding 

provisions of this section, the Secretary of 
Transportation is authorized to make grants 
to the Transit Authority, in addition to the 
contributions authorized under sections 3, 14, 
and 17 of the National Capital Transpor-
tation Act of 1969 (sec. 9–1101.01 et seq., D.C. 
Official Code), for the purpose of financing in 
part the capital and preventive maintenance 
projects included in the Capital Improve-
ment Program approved by the Board of Di-
rectors of the Transit Authority. 

(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
(A) the term ‘‘Transit Authority’’ means 

the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority established under Article III of 
the Compact; and 

(B) the term ‘‘Compact’’ means the Wash-
ington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
Compact (80 Stat. 1324; Public Law 89–774). 

(b) USE OF FUNDS.—The Federal grants 
made pursuant to the authorization under 
this section shall be subject to the following 
limitations and conditions: 

(1) The work for which such Federal grants 
are authorized shall be subject to the provi-
sions of the Compact (consistent with the 
amendments to the Compact described in 
subsection (d)). 

(2) Each such Federal grant shall be for 50 
percent of the net project cost of the project 
involved, and shall be provided in cash from 
sources other than Federal funds or revenues 
from the operation of public mass transpor-
tation systems. Consistent with the terms of 
the amendment to the Compact described in 
subsection (d)(1), any funds so provided shall 
be solely from undistributed cash surpluses, 
replacement or depreciation funds or re-
serves available in cash, or new capital. 

(3) Such Federal grants may be used only 
for the maintenance and upkeep of the sys-
tems of the Transit Authority as of the date 
of the enactment of this Act and may not be 
used to increase the mileage of the rail sys-
tem. 

(c) APPLICABILITY OF REQUIREMENTS FOR 
MASS TRANSPORTATION CAPITAL PROJECTS 
RECEIVING FUNDS UNDER FEDERAL TRANSPOR-
TATION LAW.—Except as specifically provided 
in this section, the use of any amounts ap-
propriated pursuant to the authorization 
under this section shall be subject to the re-
quirements applicable to capital projects for 
which funds are provided under chapter 53 of 
title 49, United States Code, except to the ex-
tent that the Secretary of Transportation 
determines that the requirements are incon-
sistent with the purposes of this section. 

(d) AMENDMENTS TO COMPACT.—No amounts 
may be provided to the Transit Authority 
pursuant to the authorization under this sec-
tion until the Transit Authority notifies the 
Secretary of Transportation that each of the 
following amendments to the Compact (and 
any further amendments which may be re-
quired to implement such amendments) have 
taken effect: 

(1)(A) An amendment requiring that all 
payments by the local signatory govern-
ments for the Transit Authority for the pur-
pose of matching any Federal funds appro-
priated in any given year authorized under 
subsection (a) for the cost of operating and 
maintaining the adopted regional system are 
made from amounts derived from dedicated 
funding sources. 

(B) For purposes of this paragraph, the 
term ‘‘dedicated funding source’’ means any 
source of funding which is earmarked or re-
quired under State or local law to be used to 
match Federal appropriations authorized 
under this Act for payments to the Transit 
Authority. 

(2) An amendment establishing an Office of 
the Inspector General of the Transit Author-
ity. 

(3) An amendment expanding the Board of 
Directors of the Transit Authority to include 
4 additional Directors appointed by the Ad-
ministrator of General Services, of whom 2 
shall be nonvoting and 2 shall be voting, and 
requiring one of the voting members so ap-
pointed to be a regular passenger and cus-
tomer of the bus or rail service of the Tran-
sit Authority. 

(e) ACCESS TO WIRELESS SERVICE IN METRO-
RAIL SYSTEM.— 

(1) REQUIRING TRANSIT AUTHORITY TO PRO-
VIDE ACCESS TO SERVICE.—No amounts may 
be provided to the Transit Authority pursu-
ant to the authorization under this section 
unless the Transit Authority ensures that 
customers of the rail service of the Transit 
Authority have access within the rail system 
to services provided by any licensed wireless 
provider that notifies the Transit Authority 
(in accordance with such procedures as the 
Transit Authority may adopt) of its intent 
to offer service to the public, in accordance 
with the following timetable: 

(A) Not later than 1 year after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, in the 20 under-
ground rail station platforms with the high-
est volume of passenger traffic. 

(B) Not later than 4 years after such date, 
throughout the rail system. 

(2) ACCESS OF WIRELESS PROVIDERS TO SYS-
TEM FOR UPGRADES AND MAINTENANCE.—No 
amounts may be provided to the Transit Au-
thority pursuant to the authorization under 
this section unless the Transit Authority en-
sures that each licensed wireless provider 
who provides service to the public within the 
rail system pursuant to paragraph (1) has ac-
cess to the system on an ongoing basis (sub-
ject to such restrictions as the Transit Au-
thority may impose to ensure that such ac-
cess will not unduly impact rail operations 
or threaten the safety of customers or em-
ployees of the rail system) to carry out 
emergency repairs, routine maintenance, and 
upgrades to the service. 

(3) PERMITTING REASONABLE AND CUS-
TOMARY CHARGES.—Nothing in this sub-
section may be construed to prohibit the 
Transit Authority from requiring a licensed 
wireless provider to pay reasonable and cus-
tomary charges for access granted under this 
subsection. 

(4) REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, and 
each of the 3 years thereafter, the Transit 
Authority shall submit to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate a report on the implemen-
tation of this subsection. 

(5) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘‘licensed wireless provider’’ means any 
provider of wireless services who is operating 
pursuant to a Federal license to offer such 
services to the public for profit. 

(f) AMOUNT.—There are authorized to be 
appropriated to the Secretary of Transpor-
tation for grants under this section an aggre-
gate amount not to exceed $1,500,000,000 to be 
available in increments over 10 fiscal years 
beginning in fiscal year 2009, or until ex-
pended. 

(g) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts appropriated 
pursuant to the authorization under this sec-
tion shall remain available until expended. 

TITLE II—AMTRAK REFORM AND 
OPERATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS 

SEC. 201. NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER 
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM DE-
FINED. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 24102 is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking paragraph (2); 
(2) by redesignating paragraphs (3), (4), and 

(5) as paragraphs (2), (3), and (4), respec-
tively; and 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (4) as so re-
designated the following: 

‘‘(5) ‘national rail passenger transportation 
system’ means— 

‘‘(A) the segment of the Northeast Corridor 
between Boston, Massachusetts and Wash-
ington, DC; 

‘‘(B) rail corridors that have been des-
ignated by the Secretary of Transportation 
as high-speed corridors (other than corridors 
described in subparagraph (A)), but only 
after they have been improved to permit op-
eration of high-speed service; 

‘‘(C) long distance routes of more than 750 
miles between endpoints operated by Amtrak 
as of the date of enactment of the Passenger 
Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 
2008; and 

‘‘(D) short-distance corridors, or routes of 
not more than 750 miles between endpoints, 
operated by— 

‘‘(i) Amtrak; or 
‘‘(ii) another rail carrier that receives 

funds under chapter 244.’’. 
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(b) AMTRAK ROUTES WITH STATE FUNDING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 247 is amended by 

inserting after section 24701 the following: 
‘‘§ 24702. Transportation requested by States, 

authorities, and other persons 
‘‘(a) CONTRACTS FOR TRANSPORTATION.— 

Amtrak may enter into a contract with a 
State, a regional or local authority, or an-
other person for Amtrak to operate an inter-
city rail service or route not included in the 
national rail passenger transportation sys-
tem upon such terms as the parties thereto 
may agree. 

‘‘(b) DISCONTINUANCE.—Upon termination 
of a contract entered into under this section, 
or the cessation of financial support under 
such a contract by either party, Amtrak 
may discontinue such service or route, not-
withstanding any other provision of law.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The chapter 
analysis for chapter 247 is amended by in-
serting after the item relating to section 
24701 the following: 
‘‘24702. Transportation requested by States, 

authorities, and other per-
sons.’’. 

(c) AMTRAK TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE NON- 
HIGH-SPEED SERVICES.—Nothing in this Act 
is intended to preclude Amtrak from restor-
ing, improving, or developing non-high-speed 
intercity passenger rail service. 

(d) APPLICABILITY OF SECTION 24706.—Sec-
tion 24706 is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(c) APPLICABILITY.—This section applies 
to all service over routes provided by Am-
trak, notwithstanding any provision of sec-
tion 24701 of this title or any other provision 
of this title except section 24702(b).’’. 
SEC. 202. AMTRAK BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 24302 is amended 
to read as follows: 
‘‘§ 24302. Board of Directors 

‘‘(a) COMPOSITION AND TERMS.— 
‘‘(1) The Board of Directors of Amtrak is 

composed of the following 10 directors, each 
of whom must be a citizen of the United 
States: 

‘‘(A) The Secretary of Transportation. 
‘‘(B) The President of Amtrak, who shall 

serve ex officio, as a non-voting member. 
‘‘(C) Eight individuals appointed by the 

President of the United States, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, with 
general business and financial experience, 
experience or qualifications in transpor-
tation, freight and passenger rail transpor-
tation, travel, hospitality, cruise line, and 
passenger air transportation businesses, or 
representatives of employees or users of pas-
senger rail transportation or a State govern-
ment. 

‘‘(2) In selecting individuals described in 
paragraph (1) for nominations for appoint-
ments to the Board, the President shall con-
sult with the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the minority leader of the 
House of Representatives, the majority lead-
er of the Senate, and the minority leader of 
the Senate and try to provide adequate and 
balanced representation of the major geo-
graphic regions of the United States served 
by Amtrak. 

‘‘(3) An individual appointed under para-
graph (1)(C) of this subsection serves for 5 
years or until the individual’s successor is 
appointed and qualified. Not more than 5 in-
dividuals appointed under paragraph (1)(C) 
may be members of the same political party. 

‘‘(4) The Board shall elect a chairman and 
a vice chairman from among its membership. 
The vice chairman shall serve as chairman in 
the absence of the chairman. 

‘‘(5) The Secretary may be represented at 
board meetings by the Secretary’s designee. 

‘‘(b) PAY AND EXPENSES.—Each director not 
employed by the United States Government 

is entitled to $300 a day when performing 
Board duties. Each Director is entitled to re-
imbursement for necessary travel, reason-
able secretarial and professional staff sup-
port, and subsistence expenses incurred in 
attending Board meetings. 

‘‘(c) VACANCIES.—A vacancy on the Board 
is filled in the same way as the original se-
lection, except that an individual appointed 
by the President of the United States under 
subsection (a)(1)(C) of this section to fill a 
vacancy occurring before the end of the term 
for which the predecessor of that individual 
was appointed is appointed for the remainder 
of that term. A vacancy required to be filled 
by appointment under subsection (a)(1)(C) 
must be filled not later than 120 days after 
the vacancy occurs. 

‘‘(d) QUORUM.—A majority of the members 
serving shall constitute a quorum for doing 
business. 

‘‘(e) BYLAWS.—The Board may adopt and 
amend bylaws governing the operation of 
Amtrak. The bylaws shall be consistent with 
this part and the articles of incorporation.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE FOR DIRECTORS’ PROVI-
SION.—The amendment made by subsection 
(a) shall take effect 6 months after the date 
of enactment of this Act. The members of 
the Amtrak Board serving on the date of en-
actment of this Act may continue to serve 
for the remainder of the term to which they 
were appointed. 
SEC. 203. ESTABLISHMENT OF IMPROVED FINAN-

CIAL ACCOUNTING SYSTEM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Amtrak Board of Di-

rectors— 
(1) may employ an independent financial 

consultant with experience in railroad ac-
counting to assist Amtrak in improving Am-
trak’s financial accounting and reporting 
system and practices; 

(2) shall implement a modern financial ac-
counting and reporting system not later 
than 1 year after the date of enactment of 
this Act; and 

(3) shall, not later than 90 days after the 
end of each fiscal year through fiscal year 
2013— 

(A) submit to Congress a comprehensive re-
port that allocates all of Amtrak’s revenues 
and costs to each of its routes, each of its 
lines of business, and each major activity 
within each route and line of business activ-
ity, including— 

(i) train operations; 
(ii) equipment maintenance; 
(iii) food service; 
(iv) sleeping cars; 
(v) ticketing; and 
(vi) reservations; 
(B) include the report described in subpara-

graph (A) in Amtrak’s annual report; and 
(C) post such report on Amtrak’s website. 
(b) VERIFICATION OF SYSTEM; REPORT.—The 

Inspector General of the Department of 
Transportation shall review the accounting 
system designed and implemented under sub-
section (a) to ensure that it accomplishes the 
purposes for which it is intended. The Inspec-
tor General shall report his findings and con-
clusions, together with any recommenda-
tions, to the House of Representatives Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
and the Senate Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

(c) CATEGORIZATION OF REVENUES AND EX-
PENSES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out subsection 
(a), the Amtrak Board of Directors shall sep-
arately categorize routes, assigned revenues, 
and attributable expenses by type of service, 
including long distance routes, State-spon-
sored routes, commuter contract routes, and 
Northeast Corridor routes. 

(2) NORTHEAST CORRIDOR.—Amtrak reve-
nues generated by freight and commuter 
railroads operating on the Northeast Cor-

ridor shall be separately listed to include the 
charges per car mile assessed by Amtrak to 
other freight and commuter railroad enti-
ties. 

(3) FIXED OVERHEAD EXPENSES.—Fixed over-
head expenses that are not directly assigned 
or attributed to any route (or group of 
routes) shall be listed separately by line 
item and expense category. 
SEC. 204. DEVELOPMENT OF 5-YEAR FINANCIAL 

PLAN. 

(a) DEVELOPMENT OF 5-YEAR FINANCIAL 
PLAN.—The Amtrak Board of Directors shall 
submit an annual budget and business plan 
for Amtrak, and a 5-year financial plan for 
the fiscal year to which that budget and 
business plan relate and the subsequent 4 
years, prepared in accordance with this sec-
tion, to the Secretary of Transportation and 
the Inspector General of the Department of 
Transportation no later than— 

(1) the first day of each fiscal year begin-
ning after the date of enactment of this Act; 
or 

(2) the date that is 60 days after the date of 
enactment of an appropriation Act for the 
fiscal year, if later. 

(b) CONTENTS OF 5-YEAR FINANCIAL PLAN.— 
The 5-year financial plan for Amtrak shall 
include, at a minimum— 

(1) all projected revenues and expenditures 
for Amtrak, including governmental funding 
sources; 

(2) projected ridership levels for all Am-
trak passenger operations; 

(3) revenue and expenditure forecasts for 
non-passenger operations; 

(4) capital funding requirements and ex-
penditures necessary to maintain passenger 
service which will accommodate predicted 
ridership levels and predicted sources of cap-
ital funding; 

(5) operational funding needs, if any, to 
maintain current and projected levels of pas-
senger service, including state-supported 
routes and predicted funding sources; 

(6) projected capital and operating require-
ments, ridership, and revenue for any new 
passenger service operations or service ex-
pansions; 

(7) an assessment of the continuing finan-
cial stability of Amtrak, such as Amtrak’s 
ability to efficiently manage its workforce, 
and Amtrak’s ability to effectively provide 
passenger train service; 

(8) estimates of long-term and short-term 
debt and associated principal and interest 
payments (both current and anticipated); 

(9) annual cash flow forecasts; 
(10) a statement describing methods of es-

timation and significant assumptions; 
(11) specific measures that demonstrate 

measurable improvement year over year in 
the financial results of Amtrak’s operations; 

(12) prior fiscal year and projected oper-
ating ratio, cash operating loss, and cash op-
erating loss per passenger on a route, busi-
ness line, and corporate basis; 

(13) prior fiscal year and projected specific 
costs and savings estimates resulting from 
reform initiatives; 

(14) prior fiscal year and projected labor 
productivity statistics on a route, business 
line, and corporate basis; and 

(15) prior fiscal year and projected equip-
ment reliability statistics. 

(c) STANDARDS TO PROMOTE FINANCIAL STA-
BILITY.—In meeting the requirements of sub-
section (b), Amtrak shall— 

(1) apply sound budgetary practices, in-
cluding reducing costs and other expendi-
tures, improving productivity, increasing 
revenues, or combinations of such practices; 

(2) use the categories specified in the fi-
nancial accounting and reporting system de-
veloped under section 203 when preparing its 
5-year financial plan; and 
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(3) ensure that the plan is consistent with 

the authorizations of appropriations under 
title I of this Act. 
SEC. 205. ESTABLISHMENT OF GRANT PROCESS. 

(a) GRANT REQUESTS.—Amtrak shall sub-
mit grant requests (including a schedule for 
the disbursement of funds), consistent with 
the requirements of this Act, to the Sec-
retary of Transportation for funds author-
ized to be appropriated to the Secretary for 
the use of Amtrak under sections 101(a), (c), 
and (d), 102, and 103(2) of this Act. 

(b) PROCEDURES FOR GRANT REQUESTS.— 
The Secretary shall establish substantive 
and procedural requirements, including 
schedules, for grant requests under this sec-
tion not later than 30 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act and shall transmit 
copies to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate. 

(c) REVIEW AND APPROVAL.— 
(1) 30-DAY APPROVAL PROCESS.—The Sec-

retary shall complete the review of a com-
plete grant request (including the disburse-
ment schedule) and approve or disapprove 
the request within 30 days after the date on 
which Amtrak submits the grant request. If 
the Secretary disapproves the request or de-
termines that the request is incomplete or 
deficient, the Secretary shall include the 
reason for disapproval or the incomplete 
items or deficiencies in the notice to Am-
trak. 

(2) 15-DAY MODIFICATION PERIOD.—Within 15 
days after receiving notification from the 
Secretary under the preceding sentence, Am-
trak shall submit a modified request for the 
Secretary’s review. 

(3) REVISED REQUESTS.—Within 15 days 
after receiving a modified request from Am-
trak, the Secretary shall either approve the 
modified request, or, if the Secretary finds 
that the request is still incomplete or defi-
cient, the Secretary shall identify in writing 
to the House of Representatives Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure and 
the Senate Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation the remaining 
deficiencies and recommend a process for re-
solving the outstanding portions of the re-
quest. 
SEC. 206. STATE-SUPPORTED ROUTES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Within 2 years after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Board of 
Directors of Amtrak, in consultation with 
the Secretary of Transportation and the gov-
ernors of each relevant State and the Mayor 
of the District of Columbia or groups rep-
resenting those officials, shall develop and 
implement a single, Nationwide standardized 
methodology for establishing and allocating 
the operating and capital costs among the 
States and Amtrak associated with trains 
operated on routes described in section 
24102(5)(B) or (D) or section 24702 that— 

(1) ensures, within 5 years after the date of 
enactment of this Act, equal treatment in 
the provision of like services of all States 
and groups of States (including the District 
of Columbia); and 

(2) allocates to each route the costs in-
curred only for the benefit of that route and 
a proportionate share, based upon factors 
that reasonably reflect relative use, of costs 
incurred for the common benefit of more 
than 1 route. 

(b) REVIEW.—If Amtrak and the States (in-
cluding the District of Columbia) in which 
Amtrak operates such routes do not volun-
tarily adopt and implement the methodology 
developed under subsection (a) in allocating 
costs and determining compensation for the 
provision of service in accordance with the 
date established therein, the Surface Trans-

portation Board shall determine the appro-
priate methodology required under sub-
section (a) for such services in accordance 
with the procedures and procedural schedule 
applicable to a proceeding under section 
24904(c) of title 49, United States Code, and 
require the full implementation of this 
methodology with regards to the provision of 
such service within 1 year after the Board’s 
determination of the appropriate method-
ology. 

(c) USE OF CHAPTER 244 FUNDS.—Funds pro-
vided to a State under chapter 244 of title 49, 
United States Code, may be used, as provided 
in that chapter, to pay capital costs deter-
mined in accordance with this section. 
SEC. 207. METRICS AND STANDARDS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Within 180 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion and Amtrak shall jointly, in consulta-
tion with the Surface Transportation Board, 
rail carriers over whose rail lines Amtrak 
trains operate, States, Amtrak employees, 
nonprofit employee organizations rep-
resenting Amtrak employees, and groups 
representing Amtrak passengers, as appro-
priate, develop new or improve existing 
metrics and minimum standards for meas-
uring the performance and service quality of 
intercity passenger train operations, includ-
ing cost recovery, on-time performance and 
minutes of delay, ridership, on-board serv-
ices, stations, facilities, equipment, and 
other services. Such metrics, at a minimum, 
shall include the percentage of avoidable and 
fully allocated operating costs covered by 
passenger revenues on each route, ridership 
per train mile operated, measures of on-time 
performance and delays incurred by intercity 
passenger trains on the rail lines of each rail 
carrier and, for long distance routes, meas-
ures of connectivity with other routes in all 
regions currently receiving Amtrak service 
and the transportation needs of communities 
and populations that are not well-served by 
other forms of public transportation. Am-
trak shall provide reasonable access to the 
Federal Railroad Administration in order to 
enable the Administration to carry out its 
duty under this section. 

(b) QUARTERLY REPORTS.—The Adminis-
trator of the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion shall collect the necessary data and 
publish a quarterly report on the perform-
ance and service quality of intercity pas-
senger train operations, including Amtrak’s 
cost recovery, ridership, on-time perform-
ance and minutes of delay, causes of delay, 
on-board services, stations, facilities, equip-
ment, and other services. 

(c) CONTRACT WITH HOST RAIL CARRIERS.— 
To the extent practicable, Amtrak and its 
host rail carriers shall incorporate the 
metrics and standards developed under sub-
section (a) into their access and service 
agreements. 

(d) ARBITRATION.—If the development of 
the metrics and standards is not completed 
within the 180-day period required by sub-
section (a), any party involved in the devel-
opment of those standards may petition the 
Surface Transportation Board to appoint an 
arbitrator to assist the parties in resolving 
their disputes through binding arbitration. 
SEC. 208. NORTHEAST CORRIDOR STATE-OF- 

GOOD-REPAIR PLAN. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Within 9 months after the 

date of enactment of this Act, the National 
Railroad Passenger Corporation, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary and the States (in-
cluding the District of Columbia) that make 
up the Northeast Corridor (as defined in sec-
tion 24102 of title 49, United States Code), 
shall prepare a capital spending plan for cap-
ital projects required to return the railroad 
right-of-way (including track, signals, and 

auxiliary structures), facilities, stations, and 
equipment, of the Northeast Corridor to a 
state of good repair by the end of fiscal year 
2024, consistent with the funding levels au-
thorized in this Act and shall submit the 
plan to the Secretary. 

(b) APPROVAL BY THE SECRETARY.— 
(1) The Corporation shall submit the cap-

ital spending plan prepared under this sec-
tion to the Secretary of Transportation for 
review and approval pursuant to the proce-
dures developed under section 205 of this Act. 

(2) The Secretary of Transportation shall 
require that the plan be updated at least an-
nually and shall review and approve such up-
dates. During review, the Secretary shall 
seek comments and review from the commis-
sion established under section 24905 of title 
49, United States Code, and other Northeast 
Corridor users regarding the plan. 

(3) The Secretary shall make grants to the 
Corporation with funds authorized by section 
101(d) of this Act for Northeast Corridor cap-
ital investments contained within the cap-
ital spending plan prepared by the Corpora-
tion and approved by the Secretary. 

(4) Using the funds authorized by section 
101(f) of this Act, the Secretary shall review 
Amtrak’s capital expenditures funded by this 
section to ensure that such expenditures are 
consistent with the capital spending plan 
and that Amtrak is providing adequate 
project management oversight and fiscal 
controls. 

(c) ELIGIBILITY OF EXPENDITURES.—The 
Federal share of expenditures for capital im-
provements under this section may not ex-
ceed 100 percent. 
SEC. 209. NORTHEAST CORRIDOR INFRASTRUC-

TURE AND OPERATIONS IMPROVE-
MENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 24905 is amended 
to read as follows: 
‘‘§ 24905. Northeast Corridor Infrastructure 

and Operations Advisory Commission 
‘‘(a) NORTHEAST CORRIDOR INFRASTRUCTURE 

AND OPERATIONS ADVISORY COMMISSION.— 
‘‘(1) Within 180 days after the date of en-

actment of the Passenger Rail Investment 
and Improvement Act of 2008, the Secretary 
of Transportation shall establish a Northeast 
Corridor Infrastructure and Operations Advi-
sory Commission (hereinafter referred to in 
this section as the ‘Commission’) to promote 
mutual cooperation and planning pertaining 
to the rail operations and related activities 
of the Northeast Corridor. The Commission 
shall be made up of— 

‘‘(A) members representing the National 
Railroad Passenger Corporation; 

‘‘(B) members representing the Secretary 
of Transportation and the Federal Railroad 
Administration; 

‘‘(C) one member from each of the States 
(including the District of Columbia) that 
constitute the Northeast Corridor as defined 
in section 24102, designated by, and serving 
at the pleasure of, the chief executive officer 
thereof; and 

‘‘(D) non-voting representatives of freight 
railroad carriers using the Northeast Cor-
ridor selected by the Secretary. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary shall ensure that the 
membership belonging to any of the groups 
enumerated under subparagraph (1) shall not 
constitute a majority of the commission’s 
memberships. 

‘‘(3) The commission shall establish a 
schedule and location for convening meet-
ings, but shall meet no less than four times 
per fiscal year, and the commission shall de-
velop rules and procedures to govern the 
commission’s proceedings. 

‘‘(4) A vacancy in the Commission shall be 
filled in the manner in which the original ap-
pointment was made. 

‘‘(5) Members shall serve without pay but 
shall receive travel expenses, including per 
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diem in lieu of subsistence, in accordance 
with sections 5702 and 5703 of title 5, United 
States Code. 

‘‘(6) The Chairman of the Commission shall 
be elected by the members. 

‘‘(7) The Commission may appoint and fix 
the pay of such personnel as it considers ap-
propriate. 

‘‘(8) Upon request of the Commission, the 
head of any department or agency of the 
United States may detail, on a reimbursable 
basis, any of the personnel of that depart-
ment or agency to the Commission to assist 
it in carrying out its duties under this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(9) Upon the request of the Commission, 
the Administrator of General Services shall 
provide to the Commission, on a reimburs-
able basis, the administrative support serv-
ices necessary for the Commission to carry 
out its responsibilities under this section. 

‘‘(10) The commission shall consult with 
other entities as appropriate. 

‘‘(b) GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS.—The 
Commission shall develop recommendations 
concerning Northeast Corridor rail infra-
structure and operations including proposals 
addressing, as appropriate— 

‘‘(1) short-term and long-term capital in-
vestment needs beyond the state-of-good-re-
pair under section 208 of the Passenger Rail 
Investment and Improvement Act of 2008; 

‘‘(2) future funding requirements for cap-
ital improvements and maintenance; 

‘‘(3) operational improvements of intercity 
passenger rail, commuter rail, and freight 
rail services; 

‘‘(4) opportunities for additional non-rail 
uses of the Northeast Corridor; 

‘‘(5) scheduling and dispatching; 
‘‘(6) safety enhancements; 
‘‘(7) equipment design; 
‘‘(8) marketing of rail services; 
‘‘(9) future capacity requirements; and 
‘‘(10) potential funding and financing 

mechanisms for projects of corridor-wide sig-
nificance. 

‘‘(c) ACCESS COSTS.— 
‘‘(1) DEVELOPMENT OF FORMULA.—Within 1 

year after verification of Amtrak’s new fi-
nancial accounting system pursuant to sec-
tion 203(b) of the Passenger Rail Investment 
and Improvement Act of 2008, the Commis-
sion shall— 

‘‘(A) develop a standardized formula for de-
termining and allocating costs, revenues, 
and compensation for Northeast Corridor 
commuter rail passenger transportation, as 
defined in section 24102 of this title, that use 
National Railroad Passenger Corporation fa-
cilities or services or that provide such fa-
cilities or services to the National Railroad 
Passenger Corporation that ensure that— 

‘‘(i) there is no cross-subsidization of com-
muter rail passenger, intercity rail pas-
senger, or freight rail transportation; 

‘‘(ii) each service is assigned the costs in-
curred only for the benefit of that service, 
and a proportionate share, based upon fac-
tors that reasonably reflect relative use, of 
costs incurred for the common benefit of 
more than 1 service; and 

‘‘(iii) all financial contributions made by 
an operator of a service, including but not 
limited to, for any capital infrastructure in-
vestments, as well as for any in-kind serv-
ices, are considered; 

‘‘(B) develop a proposed timetable for im-
plementing the formula before the end of the 
6th year following the date of enactment of 
that Act; 

‘‘(C) transmit the proposed timetable to 
the Surface Transportation Board; and 

‘‘(D) at the request of a Commission mem-
ber, petition the Surface Transportation 
Board to appoint a mediator to assist the 
Commission members through non-binding 

mediation to reach an agreement under this 
section. 

‘‘(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—The National Rail-
road Passenger Corporation and the com-
muter authorities providing commuter rail 
passenger transportation on the Northeast 
Corridor shall implement new agreements 
for usage of facilities or services based on 
the formula proposed in paragraph (1) in ac-
cordance with the timetable established 
therein. If the entities fail to implement 
such new agreements in accordance with the 
timetable, the Commission shall petition the 
Surface Transportation Board to determine 
the appropriate compensation amounts for 
such services in accordance with section 
24904(c) of this title. The Surface Transpor-
tation Board shall enforce its determination 
on the party or parties involved. 

‘‘(d) TRANSMISSION OF RECOMMENDATIONS.— 
The commission shall annually transmit the 
recommendations developed under sub-
section (b) and the formula and timetable de-
veloped under subsection (c)(1) to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—(1) Section 
24904(c)(2) is amended by— 

(A) inserting ‘‘commuter rail passenger 
and’’ after ‘‘between’’; and 

(B) striking ‘‘freight’’ in the second sen-
tence. 

(2) The chapter analysis for chapter 249 is 
amended by striking the item relating to 
section 24905 and inserting the following: 

‘‘24905. Northeast Corridor Infrastructure 
and Operations Advisory Com-
mission.’’. 

(c) ACELA SERVICE STUDY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Amtrak shall conduct a 

conduct a study to determine the infrastruc-
ture and equipment improvements necessary 
to provide regular Acela service— 

(A) between Washington, DC and New York 
City— 

(i) in 2 hours and 30 minutes; 
(ii) in 2 hours and 15 minutes; and 
(iii) in 2 hours; and 
(B) between New York City and Boston— 
(i) in 3 hours and 15 minutes; 
(ii) in 3 hours; and 
(iii) in 2 hours and 45 minutes. 
(2) ISSUES.—The study conducted under 

paragraph (1) shall include— 
(A) an estimated time frame for achieving 

the trip time described in paragraph (1); 
(B) an analysis of any significant obstacles 

that would hinder such an achievement, in-
cluding but not limited to, any adverse im-
pact on existing and projected intercity, 
commuter, and freight service; and 

(C) a detailed description and cost esti-
mate of the specific infrastructure and 
equipment improvements necessary for such 
an achievement. 

(3) REPORT.—Within 1 year after the date of 
enactment of this Act, Amtrak shall submit 
a written report containing the results of the 
study required under this subsection to— 

(A) the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives; 

(B) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives; 

(C) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate; 

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate; and 

(E) the Federal Railroad Administration. 
(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary of Transportation to enable 
Amtrak to conduct the study under this sub-
section $5,000,000. 

SEC. 210. RESTRUCTURING LONG-TERM DEBT 
AND CAPITAL LEASES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of Transportation and Amtrak, may make 
agreements to restructure Amtrak’s indebt-
edness as of the date of enactment of this 
Act. This authorization expires 18 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act. 

(b) DEBT RESTRUCTURING.—The Secretary 
of the Treasury, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Transportation and Amtrak, 
shall enter into negotiations with the hold-
ers of Amtrak debt, including leases, out-
standing on the date of enactment of this 
Act for the purpose of restructuring (includ-
ing repayment) and repaying that debt. The 
Secretary of the Treasury may secure agree-
ments for restructuring or repayment on 
such terms as the Secretary of the Treasury 
deems favorable to the interests of the Gov-
ernment. 

(c) CRITERIA.—In restructuring Amtrak’s 
indebtedness, the Secretary of the Treasury 
and Amtrak— 

(1) shall take into consideration repayment 
costs, the term of any loan or loans, and 
market conditions; and 

(2) shall ensure that the restructuring re-
sults in significant savings to Amtrak and 
the United States Government. 

(d) PAYMENT OF RENEGOTIATED DEBT.—If 
the criteria under subsection (c) are met, the 
Secretary of the Treasury may assume or 
repay the restructured debt, as appropriate. 

(e) AMTRAK PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST PAY-
MENTS.— 

(1) PRINCIPAL ON DEBT SERVICE.—Unless the 
Secretary of the Treasury makes sufficient 
payments to creditors under subsection (d) 
so that Amtrak is required to make no pay-
ments to creditors in a fiscal year, the Sec-
retary of Transportation shall use funds au-
thorized by section 102(a)(1) of this Act for 
the use of Amtrak for retirement of principal 
on loans for capital equipment, or capital 
leases. 

(2) INTEREST ON DEBT.—Unless the Sec-
retary of the Treasury makes sufficient pay-
ments to creditors under subsection (d) so 
that Amtrak is required to make no pay-
ments to creditors in a fiscal year, the Sec-
retary of Transportation shall use funds au-
thorized by section 102(a)(1) of this Act for 
the use of Amtrak for the payment of inter-
est on loans for capital equipment, or capital 
leases. 

(3) REDUCTIONS IN AUTHORIZATION LEVELS.— 
Whenever action taken by the Secretary of 
the Treasury under subsection (a) results in 
reductions in amounts of principal or inter-
est that Amtrak must service on existing 
debt, the corresponding amounts authorized 
by section 102(a)(1) shall be reduced accord-
ingly. 

(f) LEGAL EFFECT OF PAYMENTS UNDER THIS 
SECTION.—The payment of principal and in-
terest on secured debt, other than debt as-
sumed under subsection (d), with the pro-
ceeds of grants under subsection (e) shall 
not— 

(1) modify the extent or nature of any in-
debtedness of the National Railroad Pas-
senger Corporation to the United States in 
existence of the date of enactment of this 
Act; 

(2) change the private nature of Amtrak’s 
or its successors’ liabilities; or 

(3) imply any Federal guarantee or com-
mitment to amortize Amtrak’s outstanding 
indebtedness. 

(g) SECRETARY APPROVAL.—Amtrak may 
not incur more debt after the date of enact-
ment of this Act without the express ad-
vance approval of the Secretary of Transpor-
tation. 

(h) REPORT.—The Secretary of the Treas-
ury shall transmit a report to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
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of the House of Representatives, the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives, the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate, and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate, by November 1, 2009— 

(1) describing in detail any agreements to 
restructure the Amtrak debt; and 

(2) providing an estimate of the savings to 
Amtrak and the United States Government. 
SEC. 211. STUDY OF COMPLIANCE REQUIRE-

MENTS AT EXISTING INTERCITY 
RAIL STATIONS. 

Amtrak, in consultation with station own-
ers and other railroads operating service 
through the existing stations that it serves, 
shall evaluate the improvements necessary 
to make these stations readily accessible to 
and usable by individuals with disabilities, 
as required by such section 242(e)(2) of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 12162(e)(2)). The evalua-
tion shall include, for each applicable sta-
tion, improvements required to bring it into 
compliance with the applicable parts of such 
section 242(e)(2), any potential barriers to 
achieving compliance, including issues re-
lated to the raising of passenger rail station 
platforms, the estimated cost of the im-
provements necessary, the identification of 
the responsible person (as defined in section 
241(5) of that Act (42 U.S.C. 12161(5))), and the 
earliest practicable date when such improve-
ments can be made. The evaluation shall 
also include a detailed plan and schedule for 
bringing all applicable stations into compli-
ance with the applicable parts of section 
242(e)(2) by the 2010 statutory deadline for 
station accessibility. Amtrak shall submit 
the evaluation to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives; the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate; the Department of Transportation; 
and the National Council on Disability by 
February 1, 2009, along with recommenda-
tions for funding the necessary improve-
ments. Should the Department of Transpor-
tation issue the Final Rule to its Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking of February 27, 2006, 
on ‘‘Transportation for Individuals with Dis-
abilities,’’ after Amtrak submits its evalua-
tion, Amtrak shall, not later than 120 days 
after the date the Final Rule is published, 
submit to the above parties a supplemental 
evaluation on the impact of those changes on 
its cost and schedule for achieving full com-
pliance. 
SEC. 212. OVERSIGHT OF AMTRAK’S COMPLIANCE 

WITH ACCESSIBILITY REQUIRE-
MENTS. 

Using the funds authorized by section 101(f) 
of this Act, the Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration shall monitor and conduct periodic 
reviews of Amtrak’s compliance with appli-
cable sections of the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act of 1990 and the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1974 to ensure that Amtrak’s services and 
facilities are accessible to individuals with 
disabilities to the extent required by law. 
SEC. 213. ACCESS TO AMTRAK EQUIPMENT AND 

SERVICES. 
If a State desires to select or selects an en-

tity other than Amtrak to provide services 
required for the operation of an intercity 
passenger train route described in section 
24102(5)(D) or 24702 of title 49, United States 
Code, the State may make an agreement 
with Amtrak to use facilities and equipment 
of, or have services provided by, Amtrak 
under terms agreed to by the State and Am-
trak to enable the State to utilize an entity 
other than Amtrak to provide services re-
quired for operation of the route. If the par-
ties cannot agree upon terms, and the Sur-
face Transportation Board finds that access 
to Amtrak’s facilities or equipment, or the 
provision of services by Amtrak, is necessary 

to carry out this provision and that the oper-
ation of Amtrak’s other services will not be 
impaired thereby, the Surface Transpor-
tation Board shall, within 120 days after sub-
mission of the dispute, issue an order that 
the facilities and equipment be made avail-
able, and that services be provided, by Am-
trak, and shall determine reasonable com-
pensation, liability and other terms for use 
of the facilities and equipment and provision 
of the services. Compensation shall be deter-
mined in accordance with the methodology 
established pursuant to section 206 of this 
Act. 
SEC. 214. GENERAL AMTRAK PROVISIONS. 

(a) REPEAL OF SELF-SUFFICIENCY REQUIRE-
MENTS.— 

(1) PLAN REQUIRED.—Section 24101(d) is 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘plan to operate within the 
funding levels authorized by section 24104 of 
this chapter, including budgetary goals for 
fiscal years 1998 through 2002.’’ and inserting 
‘‘plan, consistent with section 204 of the Pas-
senger Rail Investment and Improvement 
Act of 2008, including the budgetary goals for 
fiscal years 2009 through 2013.’’; and 

(B) by striking the last sentence and in-
serting ‘‘Amtrak and its Board of Directors 
shall adopt a long-term plan that minimizes 
the need for Federal operating subsidies.’’. 

(2) AMTRAK REFORM AND ACCOUNTABILITY 
ACT AMENDMENTS.—Title II of the Amtrak 
Reform and Accountability Act of 1997 (49 
U.S.C. 24101 nt) is amended by striking sec-
tions 204 and 205. 

(b) LEASE ARRANGEMENTS.—Amtrak may 
obtain services from the Administrator of 
General Services, and the Administrator 
may provide services to Amtrak, under sec-
tion 201(b) and 211(b) of the Federal Property 
and Administrative Service Act of 1949 (40 
U.S.C. 481(b) and 491(b)) for each of fiscal 
years 2009 through 2013. 
SEC. 215. AMTRAK MANAGEMENT ACCOUNT-

ABILITY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 243 is amended 

by inserting after section 24309 the following: 
‘‘§ 24310. Management accountability 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Three years after the 
date of enactment of the Passenger Rail In-
vestment and Improvement Act of 2008, and 
2 years thereafter, the Inspector General of 
the Department of Transportation shall com-
plete an overall assessment of the progress 
made by Amtrak management and the De-
partment of Transportation in implementing 
the provisions of that Act. 

‘‘(b) ASSESSMENT.—The management as-
sessment undertaken by the Inspector Gen-
eral may include a review of— 

‘‘(1) effectiveness in improving annual fi-
nancial planning; 

‘‘(2) effectiveness in implementing im-
proved financial accounting; 

‘‘(3) efforts to implement minimum train 
performance standards; 

‘‘(4) progress maximizing revenues and 
minimizing Federal subsidies and improving 
financial results; and 

‘‘(5) any other aspect of Amtrak operations 
the Inspector General finds appropriate to 
review.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The chapter 
analysis for chapter 243 is amended by in-
serting after the item relating to section 
24309 the following: 
‘‘24310. Management accountability.’’. 
SEC. 216. PASSENGER RAIL STUDY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General 
of the General Accountability Office shall 
conduct a study to determine the potential 
cost and benefits of expanding passenger rail 
service options in underserved communities. 

(b) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 

the Comptroller General shall submit a re-
port containing the results of the study con-
ducted under this section to— 

(1) the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives; and 

(2) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate. 
SEC. 217. CONGESTION GRANTS. 

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation may make grants to States, or to 
Amtrak in cooperation with States, for fi-
nancing the capital costs of facilities, infra-
structure, and equipment for high priority 
rail corridor projects necessary to reduce 
congestion or facilitate ridership growth in 
intercity passenger rail transportation. 

(b) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—Projects eligible 
for grants under this section include 
projects— 

(1) identified by Amtrak as necessary to re-
duce congestion or facilitate ridership 
growth in intercity passenger rail transpor-
tation along heavily traveled rail corridors; 
and 

(2) designated by the Secretary as being 
sufficiently advanced in development to be 
capable of serving the purposes described in 
subsection (a) on an expedited schedule. 

(c) COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRONMENTAL 
LAWS.—The Secretary shall not make a 
grant under this section for a project with-
out adequate assurances that the project will 
be completed in full compliance with all ap-
plicable Federal and State environmental 
laws and regulations. 

(d) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of 
the cost of a project financed under this sec-
tion shall not exceed 80 percent. 

(e) EMPLOYEE PROTECTION.—The recipient 
of a grant under this section shall agree to 
comply with the standards of section 24312 of 
title 49, United States Code, as such section 
was in effect on September 1, 2003, with re-
spect to the project in the same manner that 
the National Railroad Passenger Corporation 
is required to comply with those standards 
for construction work financed under an 
agreement made under section 24308(a) of 
such title. 
SEC. 218. PLAN FOR RESTORATION OF SERVICE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 9 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act, Am-
trak shall transmit to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate a plan for restoring passenger 
rail service between New Orleans, Louisiana, 
and Sanford, Florida. The plan shall include 
a projected timeline for restoring such serv-
ice, the costs associated with restoring such 
service, and any proposals for legislation 
necessary to support such restoration of 
service. In developing the plan, Amtrak shall 
consult with representatives from the States 
of Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi, and Flor-
ida, railroad carriers whose tracks may be 
used for such service, rail passengers, rail 
labor, and other entities as appropriate. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary of Transportation to enable 
Amtrak to conduct the study under this sub-
section $1,000,000. 
SEC. 219. LOCOMOTIVE BIOFUEL STUDY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the 
Federal Railroad Administration, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Energy and 
the Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency, shall conduct a study to 
determine the extent to which freight and 
passenger rail operators could use biofuel 
blends to power its locomotive fleet and 
other vehicles that operate on rail tracks. 

(b) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘biofuel’’ means a fuel that 
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utilizes renewable resources and is composed 
substantially of a renewable resource blend-
ed with ethanol, methanol, or other additive. 

(c) FACTORS.—In conducting the study, the 
Federal Railroad Administration shall con-
sider— 

(1) the energy intensity of various biofuel 
blends compared to diesel fuel; 

(2) the emission benefits of using various 
biofuel blends compared to locomotive diesel 
fuel; 

(3) the cost of purchasing biofuel blends; 
(4) the public benefits derived from the use 

of such fuels; and 
(5) the effect of biofuel use on relevant lo-

comotive and other vehicle performance. 
(d) LOCOMOTIVE TESTING.—As part of the 

study, the Federal Railroad Administration 
shall test locomotive engine performance 
and emissions using blends of biofuel and 
diesel fuel in order to recommend a premium 
locomotive biofuel blend. 

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Fed-
eral Railroad Administration shall issue the 
results of this study to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate. 

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary of Transportation $1,000,000 to 
carry out this section, to remain available 
until expended. 
SEC. 220. STUDY OF THE USE OF BIOBASED LU-

BRICANTS. 
Not later than 180 days after the date of 

enactment of this Act, the Federal Railroad 
Administration shall transmit to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate a report con-
taining the results of a study of the feasi-
bility of using readily biodegradable lubri-
cants by freight and passenger railroads. The 
Federal Railroad Administration shall work 
with an agricultural-based lubricant testing 
facility or facilities to complete this study. 
The study shall include— 

(1) an analysis of the potential use of soy- 
based grease and soy-based hydraulic fluids 
to perform according to railroad industry 
standards; 

(2) an analysis of the potential use of other 
readily biodegradable lubricants to perform 
according to railroad industry standards; 

(3) a comparison of the health and safety of 
petroleum-based lubricants with biobased lu-
bricants, which shall include an analysis of 
fire safety; and 

(4) a comparison of the environmental im-
pact of petroleum-based lubricants with 
biobased lubricants, which shall include rate 
and effects of biodegradability. 
SEC. 221. APPLICABILITY OF BUY AMERICAN ACT. 

Section 24305(f) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(f) APPLICABILITY OF BUY AMERICAN ACT.— 
Amtrak shall be subject to the Buy Amer-
ican Act (41 U.S.C. 10a–d) and the regulations 
thereunder, for purchases of $100,000 or 
more.’’. 
SEC. 222. INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE 

PERFORMANCE. 
(a) DEVELOPMENT OF EVALUATION 

METRICS.—Not later than 6 months after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Inspector 
General of the Department of Transportation 
shall, using the financial and performance 
metrics developed under section 207, develop 
metrics for the evaluation of the perform-
ance and service quality of intercity pas-
senger rail services including cost recovery, 
on-time performance and minutes of delay, 
ridership, onboard services, maintenance of 
facilities and equipment, and other services. 

(b) IDENTIFICATION OF WORST PERFORMING 
ROUTES.—On the basis of these metrics, the 
Inspector General shall identify the five 
worst performing Amtrak routes. 

(c) ALTERNATIVE ROUTES.—The Inspector 
General shall also establish criteria for eval-
uating routes not currently served by Am-
trak which might be able to support pas-
senger rail service at a reasonable cost. 

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Inspector 
General shall submit a report to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate recommending 
a process for the Department of Transpor-
tation to consider proposals by Amtrak and 
others to serve underperforming routes, and 
routes not currently served by Amtrak. The 
proposals shall require that applicants follow 
grant requirements of section 504. The In-
spector General shall recommend one route 
not currently served by Amtrak and two 
routes (from among the five worst routes 
identified under subsection (b)) currently 
served by Amtrak, for the Department of 
Transportation to consider under the selec-
tion process. 

(e) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary shall 
not implement the selection process rec-
ommended by the Inspector General under 
subsection (d) until legislation has been en-
acted authorizing the Secretary to take such 
action. 
SEC. 223. AMTRAK INSPECTOR GENERAL UTILIZA-

TION STUDY. 
Not later than 9 months after the date of 

enactment of this Act, the Amtrak Inspector 
General shall transmit to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate a report on Amtrak’s utiliza-
tion of its facilities, including the Beech 
Grove Repair facility in Indiana. The report 
shall include an examination of Amtrak’s 
utilization of its existing facilities to deter-
mine the extent Amtrak is maximizing the 
opportunities for each facility, including any 
attempts to provide maintenance and repair 
to other rail carriers. In developing this re-
port, the Amtrak Inspector General shall 
consult with other railroad carriers as it 
deems appropriate. 
SEC. 224. AMTRAK SERVICE PREFERENCE STUDY. 

Not later than 6 months after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Surface Transpor-
tation Board shall transmit to the Congress 
a report containing— 

(1) the findings of a study of the effective-
ness of the implementation of section 
24308(c) of title 49, United States Code, in en-
suring the preference of Amtrak service over 
freight transportation service; and 

(2) recommendations with respect to any 
regulatory or legislative actions that would 
improve such effectiveness. 
SEC. 225. HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND RAIL-

ROAD SAFETY. 
(a) STUDY; OTHER ACTIONS.—The Secretary 

of Transportation shall— 
(1) conduct a study, in consultation with 

the Advisory Council on Historic Preserva-
tion, the National Conference of State His-
toric Preservation Officers, the Department 
of the Interior, appropriate representatives 
of the railroad industry, and representative 
stakeholders, on ways to streamline compli-
ance with the requirements of section 303 of 
title 49, United States Code, and section 106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act (16 
U.S.C. 470f) for federally funded railroad in-
frastructure repair and improvement 
projects; 

(2) take immediate action to cooperate 
with the Alaska Railroad, the Alaska State 
Historic Preservation Office, the Advisory 

Council on Historic Preservation, and the 
Department of the Interior, in expediting the 
decisionmaking process for safety-related 
projects of the railroad involving property 
and facilities that have disputed historic sig-
nificance; and 

(3) take immediate action to cooperate 
with the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation, the North Carolina State 
Historic Preservation Office, the Virginia 
State Historic Preservation Office, the Advi-
sory Council on Historic Preservation, and 
the Department of the Interior, in expediting 
the decisionmaking process for safety-re-
lated projects of the railroad and the South-
east High Speed Rail Corridor involving 
property and facilities that have disputed 
historic significance. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit, to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate, a report on the results of the 
study conducted under subsection (a)(1) and 
the actions directed under subsection (a)(2) 
and (3). The report shall include rec-
ommendations for any regulatory or legisla-
tive amendments that may streamline com-
pliance with the requirements described in 
subsection (a)(1) in a manner consistent with 
railroad safety and the policies and purposes 
of section 106 of the National Historic Pres-
ervation Act (16 U.S.C. 470f), section 303 of 
title 49, United States Code, and section 8(d) 
of Public Law 90–543 (16 U.S.C. 1247(d)). 

SEC. 226. COMMUTER RAIL EXPANSION. 

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress find the fol-
lowing: 

(1) In 2006, Americans took 10,100,000,000 
trips on public transportation for the first 
time since 1949. 

(2) The Northeast region is one of the Na-
tion’s largest emerging transportation 
‘‘megaregions’’ where infrastructure expan-
sion and improvements are most needed. 

(3) New England’s road traffic has in-
creased two to three times faster than its 
population since 1990. 

(4) Connecticut has one of the Nation’s 
longest average commute times according to 
the United States Census Bureau, and 80 per-
cent of Connecticut commuters drive by 
themselves to work, demonstrating the need 
for expanded commuter rail access. 

(5) The Connecticut Department of Trans-
portation has pledged to modernize, repair, 
and strengthen the rail line infrastructure to 
provide for increased safety and security 
along a crucial transportation corridor in 
the Northeast. 

(6) Expanded New Haven-Springfield rail 
service would improve access to Bradley 
International Airport, one the region’s busi-
est airports, as well as to Hartford, Con-
necticut, and Springfield, Massachusetts, 
two of the region’s commercial, residential, 
and industrial centers. 

(7) Expanded commuter rail service on the 
New Haven-Springfield line will result in an 
estimated 630,000 additional trips per year 
and 2,215,384 passenger miles per year, help-
ing to curb pollution and greenhouse gas pro-
duction that vehicle traffic would otherwise 
produce. 

(8) The MetroNorth New Haven Line and 
Shore Line East railways saw respective 3.43 
percent and 4.93 percent increases in rider-
ship over the course of 2007, demonstrating 
the need for expanded commuter rail service 
in Connecticut. 

(9) Expanded New Haven-Springfield com-
muter rail service will provide transpor-
tation nearly 17 times more efficient in 
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terms of average mileage versus road vehi-
cles, alleviating road congestion and pro-
viding a significant savings to consumers 
during a time of high gas prices. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the Sense of 
the Congress that expanded commuter rail 
service on the rail line between New Haven, 
Connecticut, and Springfield, Massachusetts, 
is an important transportation priority, and 
Amtrak should work cooperatively with the 
States of Connecticut and Massachusetts to 
enable expanded commuter rail service on 
such line. 

(c) INFRASTRUCTURE MAINTENANCE RE-
PORT.—Amtrak shall submit a report to Con-
gress and the State Departments of Trans-
portation of Connecticut and Massachusetts 
on the total cost of uncompleted infrastruc-
ture maintenance on the rail line between 
New Haven, Connecticut, and Springfield, 
Massachusetts. 
SEC. 227. SERVICE EVALUATION. 

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, Amtrak shall transmit 
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate a report 
containing the results of an evaluation of 
passenger rail service between Cornwells 
Heights, PA, and New York City, NY, and be-
tween Princeton Junction, NJ, and New 
York City, NY, to determine whether to ex-
pand passenger rail service by increasing the 
frequency of stops or reducing commuter 
ticket prices for this route. 

TITLE III—INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL 
POLICY 

SEC. 301. CAPITAL ASSISTANCE FOR INTERCITY 
PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE; STATE 
RAIL PLANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part C of subtitle V is 
amended by inserting the following after 
chapter 243: 
‘‘CHAPTER 244—INTERCITY PASSENGER 

RAIL SERVICE CORRIDOR CAPITAL AS-
SISTANCE 

‘‘Sec. 
‘‘24401. Definitions. 
‘‘24402. Capital investment grants to support 

intercity passenger rail service. 
‘‘24403. Project management oversight. 
‘‘24404. Use of capital grants to finance first- 

dollar liability of grant project. 
‘‘24405. Grant conditions. 
‘‘§ 24401. Definitions 

‘‘In this chapter: 
‘‘(1) APPLICANT.—The term ‘applicant’ 

means a State (including the District of Co-
lumbia), a group of States, an Interstate 
Compact, or a public agency established by 
one or more States and having responsibility 
for providing intercity passenger rail serv-
ice. 

‘‘(2) CAPITAL PROJECT.—The term ‘capital 
project’ means a project or program in a 
State rail plan developed under chapter 225 
of this title for— 

‘‘(A) acquiring, constructing, improving, or 
inspecting equipment, track and track struc-
tures, or a facility for use in or for the pri-
mary benefit of intercity passenger rail serv-
ice, expenses incidental to the acquisition or 
construction (including designing, engineer-
ing, location surveying, mapping, environ-
mental studies, and acquiring rights-of-way), 
payments for the capital portions of rail 
trackage rights agreements, highway-rail 
grade crossing improvements related to 
intercity passenger rail service, mitigating 
environmental impacts, communication and 
signalization improvements, relocation as-
sistance, acquiring replacement housing 
sites, and acquiring, constructing, relo-
cating, and rehabilitating replacement hous-
ing; 

‘‘(B) rehabilitating, remanufacturing or 
overhauling rail rolling stock and facilities 
used primarily in intercity passenger rail 
service; 

‘‘(C) costs associated with developing State 
rail plans; and 

‘‘(D) the first-dollar liability costs for in-
surance related to the provision of intercity 
passenger rail service under section 24404. 

‘‘(3) INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE.— 
The term ‘intercity passenger rail service’ 
means transportation services with the pri-
mary purpose of passenger transportation 
between towns, cities and metropolitan areas 
by rail, including high-speed rail, as defined 
in section 24102 of this title. 
‘‘§ 24402. Capital investment grants to sup-

port intercity passenger rail service 
‘‘(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(1) The Secretary of Transportation may 

make grants under this section to an appli-
cant to assist in financing the capital costs 
of facilities, infrastructure, and equipment 
necessary to provide or improve intercity 
passenger rail transportation. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary shall require that a 
grant under this section be subject to the 
terms, conditions, requirements, and provi-
sions the Secretary decides are necessary or 
appropriate for the purposes of this section, 
including requirements for the disposition of 
net increases in value of real property result-
ing from the project assisted under this sec-
tion and shall prescribe procedures and 
schedules for the awarding of grants under 
this title, including application and quali-
fication procedures and a record of decision 
on applicant eligibility. The Secretary shall 
issue a final rule establishing such proce-
dures not later than 90 days after the date of 
enactment of the Passenger Rail Investment 
and Improvement Act of 2008. 

‘‘(b) PROJECT AS PART OF STATE RAIL 
PLAN.— 

‘‘(1) The Secretary may not approve a 
grant for a project under this section unless 
the Secretary finds that the project is part 
of a State rail plan developed under chapter 
225 of this title, or under the plan required 
by section 302 of the Passenger Rail Invest-
ment and Improvement Act of 2008, and that 
the applicant or recipient has or will have 
the legal, financial, and technical capacity 
to carry out the project, satisfactory con-
tinuing control over the use of the equip-
ment or facilities, and the capability and 
willingness to maintain the equipment or fa-
cilities. 

‘‘(2) An applicant shall provide sufficient 
information upon which the Secretary can 
make the findings required by this sub-
section. 

‘‘(3) If an applicant has not selected the 
proposed operator of its service competi-
tively, the applicant shall provide written 
justification to the Secretary showing why 
the proposed operator is the best, taking 
into account price and other factors, and 
that use of the proposed operator will not 
unnecessarily increase the cost of the 
project. 

‘‘(c) PROJECT SELECTION CRITERIA.—The 
Secretary, in selecting the recipients of fi-
nancial assistance to be provided under sub-
section (a), shall— 

‘‘(1) require that each proposed project 
meet all safety requirements that are appli-
cable to the project under law; 

‘‘(2) give preference to projects with high 
levels of estimated ridership, increased on- 
time performance, reduced trip time, addi-
tional service frequency to meet anticipated 
or existing demand, or other significant serv-
ice enhancements as measured against min-
imum standards developed under section 207 
of the Passenger Rail Investment and Im-
provement Act of 2008; 

‘‘(3) encourage intermodal connectivity 
through projects that provide direct connec-
tions between train stations, airports, bus 
terminals, subway stations, ferry ports, and 
other modes of transportation; 

‘‘(4) ensure that each project is compatible 
with, and is operated in conformance with— 

‘‘(A) plans developed pursuant to the re-
quirements of section 135 of title 23, United 
States Code; and 

‘‘(B) the national rail plan (if it is avail-
able); and 

‘‘(5) favor the following kinds of projects: 
‘‘(A) Projects that are expected to have a 

significant favorable impact on air or high-
way traffic congestion, capacity, or safety. 

‘‘(B) Projects that improve freight or com-
muter rail operations. 

‘‘(C) Projects that have significant envi-
ronmental benefits, including projects that 
involve the purchase of environmentally sen-
sitive, fuel-efficient, and cost-effective pas-
senger rail equipment. 

‘‘(D) Projects that are— 
‘‘(i) at a stage of preparation that all pre- 

commencement compliance with environ-
mental protection requirements has already 
been completed; and 

‘‘(ii) ready to be commenced. 
‘‘(E) Projects with positive economic and 

employment impacts. 
‘‘(F) Projects that encourage the use of 

positive train control technologies. 
‘‘(G) Projects that have commitments of 

funding from non-Federal Government 
sources in a total amount that exceeds the 
minimum amount of the non-Federal con-
tribution required for the project. 

‘‘(H) Projects that involve donated prop-
erty interests or services. 

‘‘(I) Projects that are identified by the Sur-
face Transportation Board as necessary to 
improve the on time performance and reli-
ability of intercity passenger rail under sec-
tion 24308(f). 

‘‘(J) Projects described in section 
5302(a)(1)(G) of this title that are designed to 
support intercity passenger rail service. 

‘‘(K) Projects that encourage intermodal 
connectivity, create significant opportunity 
for State and private contributions toward 
station development, are energy and envi-
ronmentally efficient, and have economic 
benefits. 

‘‘(d) AMTRAK ELIGIBILITY.—To receive a 
grant under this section, the National Rail-
road Passenger Corporation may enter into a 
cooperative agreement with 1 or more States 
to carry out 1 or more projects on a State 
rail plan’s ranked list of rail capital projects 
developed under section 22504(a)(5) of this 
title. 

‘‘(e) LETTERS OF INTENT, FULL FUNDING 
GRANT AGREEMENTS, AND EARLY SYSTEMS 
WORK AGREEMENTS.— 

‘‘(1)(A) The Secretary may issue a letter of 
intent to an applicant announcing an inten-
tion to obligate, for a major capital project 
under this section, an amount from future 
available budget authority specified in law 
that is not more than the amount stipulated 
as the financial participation of the Sec-
retary in the project. 

‘‘(B) At least 30 days before issuing a letter 
under subparagraph (A) of this paragraph or 
entering into a full funding grant agreement, 
the Secretary shall notify in writing the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate and the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions of the proposed letter or agreement. 
The Secretary shall include with the notifi-
cation a copy of the proposed letter or agree-
ment as well as the evaluations and ratings 
for the project. 
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‘‘(C) An obligation or administrative com-

mitment may be made only when amounts 
are appropriated. 

‘‘(2)(A) The Secretary may make a full 
funding grant agreement with an applicant. 
The agreement shall— 

‘‘(i) establish the terms of participation by 
the United States Government in a project 
under this section; 

‘‘(ii) establish the maximum amount of 
Government financial assistance for the 
project; 

‘‘(iii) cover the period of time for com-
pleting the project, including a period ex-
tending beyond the period of an authoriza-
tion; and 

‘‘(iv) make timely and efficient manage-
ment of the project easier according to the 
law of the United States. 

‘‘(B) An agreement under this paragraph 
obligates an amount of available budget au-
thority specified in law and may include a 
commitment, contingent on amounts to be 
specified in law in advance for commitments 
under this paragraph, to obligate an addi-
tional amount from future available budget 
authority specified in law. The agreement 
shall state that the contingent commitment 
is not an obligation of the Government and 
is subject to the availability of appropria-
tions made by Federal law and to Federal 
laws in force on or enacted after the date of 
the contingent commitment. Interest and 
other financing costs of efficiently carrying 
out a part of the project within a reasonable 
time are a cost of carrying out the project 
under a full funding grant agreement, except 
that eligible costs may not be more than the 
cost of the most favorable financing terms 
reasonably available for the project at the 
time of borrowing. The applicant shall cer-
tify, in a way satisfactory to the Secretary, 
that the applicant has shown reasonable dili-
gence in seeking the most favorable financ-
ing terms. 

‘‘(3)(A) The Secretary may make an early 
systems work agreement with an applicant if 
a record of decision under the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 
et seq.) has been issued on the project and 
the Secretary finds there is reason to be-
lieve— 

‘‘(i) a full funding grant agreement for the 
project will be made; and 

‘‘(ii) the terms of the work agreement will 
promote ultimate completion of the project 
more rapidly and at less cost. 

‘‘(B) A work agreement under this para-
graph obligates an amount of available budg-
et authority specified in law and shall pro-
vide for reimbursement of preliminary costs 
of carrying out the project, including land 
acquisition, timely procurement of system 
elements for which specifications are de-
cided, and other activities the Secretary de-
cides are appropriate to make efficient, long- 
term project management easier. A work 
agreement shall cover the period of time the 
Secretary considers appropriate. The period 
may extend beyond the period of current au-
thorization. Interest and other financing 
costs of efficiently carrying out the work 
agreement within a reasonable time are a 
cost of carrying out the agreement, except 
that eligible costs may not be more than the 
cost of the most favorable financing terms 
reasonably available for the project at the 
time of borrowing. The applicant shall cer-
tify, in a way satisfactory to the Secretary, 
that the applicant has shown reasonable dili-
gence in seeking the most favorable financ-
ing terms. If an applicant does not carry out 
the project for reasons within the control of 
the applicant, the applicant shall repay all 
Government payments made under the work 
agreement plus reasonable interest and pen-
alty charges the Secretary establishes in the 
agreement. 

‘‘(4) The total estimated amount of future 
obligations of the Government and contin-
gent commitments to incur obligations cov-
ered by all outstanding letters of intent, full 
funding grant agreements, and early systems 
work agreements may be not more than the 
amount authorized under section 101(d) of 
the Passenger Rail Investment and Improve-
ment Act of 2008, less an amount the Sec-
retary reasonably estimates is necessary for 
grants under this section not covered by a 
letter. The total amount covered by new let-
ters and contingent commitments included 
in full funding grant agreements and early 
systems work agreements may be not more 
than a limitation specified in law. 

‘‘(f) FEDERAL SHARE OF NET PROJECT 
COST.— 

‘‘(1)(A) Based on engineering studies, stud-
ies of economic feasibility, and information 
on the expected use of equipment or facili-
ties, the Secretary shall estimate the net 
project cost. 

‘‘(B) A grant for the project shall not ex-
ceed 80 percent of the project net capital 
cost. 

‘‘(C) The Secretary shall give priority in 
allocating future obligations and contingent 
commitments to incur obligations to grant 
requests seeking a lower Federal share of the 
project net capital cost. 

‘‘(2) Up to an additional 20 percent of the 
required non-Federal funds may be funded 
from amounts appropriated to or made avail-
able to a department or agency of the Fed-
eral Government that are eligible to be ex-
pended for transportation. 

‘‘(3) 50 percent of the average amounts ex-
pended by a State or group of States (includ-
ing the District of Columbia) for capital 
projects to benefit intercity passenger rail 
service and operating costs in fiscal years 
2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008 shall 
be credited towards the matching require-
ments for grants awarded in fiscal years 2009, 
2010, and 2011 under this section. The Sec-
retary may require such information as nec-
essary to verify such expenditures. 

‘‘(4) 50 percent of the average amounts ex-
pended by a State or group of States (includ-
ing the District of Columbia) in a fiscal year, 
beginning in fiscal year 2007, for capital 
projects to benefit intercity passenger rail 
service or for the operating costs of such 
service above the average capital and oper-
ating expenditures made for such service in 
fiscal years 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008 
shall be credited towards the matching re-
quirements for grants awarded under this 
section. The Secretary may require such in-
formation as necessary to verify such ex-
penditures. 

‘‘(g) UNDERTAKING PROJECTS IN ADVANCE.— 
‘‘(1) The Secretary may pay the Federal 

share of the net capital project cost to an ap-
plicant that carries out any part of a project 
described in this section according to all ap-
plicable procedures and requirements if— 

‘‘(A) the applicant applies for the payment; 
‘‘(B) the Secretary approves the payment; 

and 
‘‘(C) before carrying out the part of the 

project, the Secretary approves the plans 
and specifications for the part in the same 
way as other projects under this section. 

‘‘(2) The cost of carrying out part of a 
project includes the amount of interest 
earned and payable on bonds issued by the 
applicant to the extent proceeds of the bonds 
are expended in carrying out the part. How-
ever, the amount of interest under this para-
graph may not be more than the most favor-
able interest terms reasonably available for 
the project at the time of borrowing. The ap-
plicant shall certify, in a manner satisfac-
tory to the Secretary, that the applicant has 
shown reasonable diligence in seeking the 
most favorable financial terms. 

‘‘(3) The Secretary shall consider changes 
in capital project cost indices when deter-
mining the estimated cost under paragraph 
(2) of this subsection. 

‘‘(h) 2-YEAR AVAILABILITY.—Funds appro-
priated under this section shall remain 
available until expended. If any amount pro-
vided as a grant under this section is not ob-
ligated or expended for the purposes de-
scribed in subsection (a) within 2 years after 
the date on which the State received the 
grant, such sums shall be returned to the 
Secretary for other intercity passenger rail 
development projects under this section at 
the discretion of the Secretary. 

‘‘(i) SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION CIR-
CUMSTANCES.—In carrying out this section, 
the Secretary shall allocate an appropriate 
portion of the amounts available under this 
section to provide grants to States— 

‘‘(1) in which there is no intercity pas-
senger rail service for the purpose of funding 
freight rail capital projects that are on a 
State rail plan developed under chapter 225 
of this title that provide public benefits (as 
defined in chapter 225) as determined by the 
Secretary; or 

‘‘(2) in which the rail transportation sys-
tem is not physically connected to rail sys-
tems in the continental United States or 
may not otherwise qualify for a grant under 
this section due to the unique characteris-
tics of the geography of that State or other 
relevant considerations, for the purpose of 
funding transportation-related capital 
projects. 

‘‘(j) SMALL CAPITAL PROJECTS.—The Sec-
retary shall make available $10,000,000 annu-
ally from the amounts authorized under sec-
tion 101(d) of the Passenger Rail Investment 
and Improvement Act of 2008 beginning in 
fiscal year 2009 for grants for capital projects 
eligible under this section not exceeding 
$2,000,000, including costs eligible under sec-
tion 206(c) of that Act. The Secretary may 
wave requirements of this section, including 
state rail plan requirements, as appropriate. 

‘‘(k) BICYCLE ACCESS.—Grants under this 
chapter may be used to provide bicycle ac-
cess into rolling stock, and to provide bicy-
cle racks in trains. 
‘‘§ 24403. Project management oversight 

‘‘(a) PROJECT MANAGEMENT PLAN REQUIRE-
MENTS.—To receive Federal financial assist-
ance for a major capital project under this 
chapter, an applicant must prepare and carry 
out a project management plan approved by 
the Secretary of Transportation. The plan 
shall provide for— 

‘‘(1) adequate recipient staff organization 
with well-defined reporting relationships, 
statements of functional responsibilities, job 
descriptions, and job qualifications; 

‘‘(2) a budget covering the project manage-
ment organization, appropriate consultants, 
property acquisition, utility relocation, sys-
tems demonstration staff, audits, and mis-
cellaneous payments the recipient may be 
prepared to justify; 

‘‘(3) a construction schedule for the 
project; 

‘‘(4) a document control procedure and rec-
ordkeeping system; 

‘‘(5) a change order procedure that includes 
a documented, systematic approach to han-
dling the construction change orders; 

‘‘(6) organizational structures, manage-
ment skills, and staffing levels required 
throughout the construction phase; 

‘‘(7) quality control and quality assurance 
functions, procedures, and responsibilities 
for construction, system installation, and in-
tegration of system components; 

‘‘(8) material testing policies and proce-
dures; 

‘‘(9) internal plan implementation and re-
porting requirements; 
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‘‘(10) criteria and procedures to be used for 

testing the operational system or its major 
components; 

‘‘(11) periodic updates of the plan, espe-
cially related to project budget and project 
schedule, financing, and ridership estimates; 
and 

‘‘(12) the recipient’s commitment to sub-
mit a project budget and project schedule to 
the Secretary each month. 

‘‘(b) SECRETARIAL OVERSIGHT.— 
‘‘(1) The Secretary may use no more than 

0.5 percent of amounts made available in a 
fiscal year for capital projects under this 
chapter to enter into contracts to oversee 
the construction of such projects. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary may use amounts avail-
able under paragraph (1) of this subsection to 
make contracts for safety, procurement, 
management, and financial compliance re-
views and audits of a recipient of amounts 
under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(3) The Federal Government shall pay the 
entire cost of carrying out a contract under 
this subsection. 

‘‘(c) ACCESS TO SITES AND RECORDS.—Each 
recipient of assistance under this chapter 
shall provide the Secretary and a contractor 
the Secretary chooses under subsection (c) of 
this section with access to the construction 
sites and records of the recipient when rea-
sonably necessary. 
‘‘§ 24404. Use of capital grants to finance first- 

dollar liability of grant project 
‘‘Notwithstanding the requirements of sec-

tion 24402 of this chapter, the Secretary of 
Transportation may approve the use of cap-
ital assistance under this chapter to fund 
self-insured retention of risk for the first 
tier of liability insurance coverage for rail 
passenger service associated with the capital 
assistance grant, but the coverage may not 
exceed $20,000,000 per occurrence or 
$20,000,000 in aggregate per year. 
‘‘§ 24405. Grant conditions 

‘‘(a) DOMESTIC BUYING PREFERENCE.— 
‘‘(1) REQUIREMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out a 

project funded in whole or in part with a 
grant under this title, the grant recipient 
shall purchase only— 

‘‘(i) unmanufactured articles, material, 
and supplies mined or produced in the United 
States; or 

‘‘(ii) manufactured articles, material, and 
supplies manufactured in the United States 
substantially from articles, material, and 
supplies mined, produced, or manufactured 
in the United States. 

‘‘(B) DE MINIMIS AMOUNT.—Subparagraph 
(A) applies only to a purchase in an total 
amount that is not less than $1,000,000. 

‘‘(2) EXEMPTIONS.—On application of a re-
cipient, the Secretary may exempt a recipi-
ent from the requirements of this subsection 
if the Secretary decides that, for particular 
articles, material, or supplies— 

‘‘(A) such requirements are inconsistent 
with the public interest; 

‘‘(B) the cost of imposing the requirements 
is unreasonable; or 

‘‘(C) the articles, material, or supplies, or 
the articles, material, or supplies from 
which they are manufactured, are not mined, 
produced, or manufactured in the United 
States in sufficient and reasonably available 
commercial quantities and are not of a satis-
factory quality. 

‘‘(3) UNITED STATES DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘the United States’ means 
the States, territories, and possessions of the 
United States and the District of Columbia. 

‘‘(b) OPERATORS DEEMED RAIL CARRIERS 
AND EMPLOYERS FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES.—A 
person that conducts rail operations over 
rail infrastructure constructed or improved 
with funding provided in whole or in part in 

a grant made under this title shall be consid-
ered a rail carrier as defined in section 
10102(5) of this title for purposes of this title 
and any other statute that adopts that defi-
nition or in which that definition applies, in-
cluding— 

‘‘(1) the Railroad Retirement Act of 1974 (45 
U.S.C. 231 et seq.); 

‘‘(2) the Railway Labor Act (43 U.S.C. 151 et 
seq.); and 

‘‘(3) the Railroad Unemployment Insurance 
Act (45 U.S.C. 351 et seq.). 

‘‘(c) GRANT CONDITIONS.—The Secretary 
shall require as a condition of making any 
grant under this title for a project that uses 
rights-of-way owned by a railroad that— 

‘‘(1) a written agreement exist between the 
applicant and the railroad regarding such 
use and ownership, including— 

‘‘(A) any compensation for such use; 
‘‘(B) assurances regarding the adequacy of 

infrastructure capacity to accommodate 
both existing and future freight and pas-
senger operations; 

‘‘(C) an assurance by the railroad that col-
lective bargaining agreements with the rail-
road’s employees (including terms regulating 
the contracting of work) will remain in full 
force and effect according to their terms for 
work performed by the railroad on the rail-
road transportation corridor; and 

‘‘(D) an assurance that an applicant com-
plies with liability requirements consistent 
with section 28103 of this title; and 

‘‘(2) the applicant agrees to comply with— 
‘‘(A) the standards of section 24312 of this 

title, as such section was in effect on Sep-
tember 1, 2003, with respect to the project in 
the same manner that the National Railroad 
Passenger Corporation is required to comply 
with those standards for construction work 
financed under an agreement made under 
section 24308(a) of this title; and 

‘‘(B) the protective arrangements estab-
lished under section 504 of the Railroad Revi-
talization and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 
(45 U.S.C. 836) with respect to employees af-
fected by actions taken in connection with 
the project to be financed in whole or in part 
by grants under this chapter. 

‘‘(d) REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING INTERCITY 
PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE.— 

‘‘(1) COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT 
FOR INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL PROJECTS.— 
Any entity providing intercity passenger 
railroad transportation that begins oper-
ations after the date of enactment of this 
Act on a project funded in whole or in part 
by grants made under this title and replaces 
intercity rail passenger service that was pro-
vided by Amtrak, unless such service was 
provided solely by Amtrak to another entity, 
as of such date shall enter into an agreement 
with the authorized bargaining agent or 
agents for adversely affected employees of 
the predecessor provider that— 

‘‘(A) gives each such qualified employee of 
the predecessor provider priority in hiring 
according to the employee’s seniority on the 
predecessor provider for each position with 
the replacing entity that is in the employ-
ee’s craft or class and is available within 3 
years after the termination of the service 
being replaced; 

‘‘(B) establishes a procedure for notifying 
such an employee of such positions; 

‘‘(C) establishes a procedure for such an 
employee to apply for such positions; and 

‘‘(D) establishes rates of pay, rules, and 
working conditions. 

‘‘(2) IMMEDIATE REPLACEMENT SERVICE.— 
‘‘(A) NEGOTIATIONS.—If the replacement of 

preexisting intercity rail passenger service 
occurs concurrent with or within a reason-
able time before the commencement of the 
replacing entity’s rail passenger service, the 
replacing entity shall give written notice of 
its plan to replace existing rail passenger 

service to the authorized collective bar-
gaining agent or agents for the potentially 
adversely affected employees of the prede-
cessor provider at least 90 days before the 
date on which it plans to commence service. 
Within 5 days after the date of receipt of 
such written notice, negotiations between 
the replacing entity and the collective bar-
gaining agent or agents for the employees of 
the predecessor provider shall commence for 
the purpose of reaching agreement with re-
spect to all matters set forth in subpara-
graphs (A) through (D) of paragraph (1). The 
negotiations shall continue for 30 days or 
until an agreement is reached, whichever is 
sooner. If at the end of 30 days the parties 
have not entered into an agreement with re-
spect to all such matters, the unresolved 
issues shall be submitted for arbitration in 
accordance with the procedure set forth in 
subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(B) ARBITRATION.—If an agreement has 
not been entered into with respect to all 
matters set forth in subparagraphs (A) 
through (D) of paragraph (1) as described in 
subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, the par-
ties shall select an arbitrator. If the parties 
are unable to agree upon the selection of 
such arbitrator within 5 days, either or both 
parties shall notify the National Mediation 
Board, which shall provide a list of seven ar-
bitrators with experience in arbitrating rail 
labor protection disputes. Within 5 days 
after such notification, the parties shall al-
ternately strike names from the list until 
only 1 name remains, and that person shall 
serve as the neutral arbitrator. Within 45 
days after selection of the arbitrator, the ar-
bitrator shall conduct a hearing on the dis-
pute and shall render a decision with respect 
to the unresolved issues among the matters 
set forth in subparagraphs (A) through (D) of 
paragraph (1). This decision shall be final, 
binding, and conclusive upon the parties. 
The salary and expenses of the arbitrator 
shall be borne equally by the parties; all 
other expenses shall be paid by the party in-
curring them. 

‘‘(3) SERVICE COMMENCEMENT.—A replacing 
entity under this subsection shall commence 
service only after an agreement is entered 
into with respect to the matters set forth in 
subparagraphs (A) through (D) of paragraph 
(1) or the decision of the arbitrator has been 
rendered. 

‘‘(4) SUBSEQUENT REPLACEMENT OF SERV-
ICE.—If the replacement of existing rail pas-
senger service takes place within 3 years 
after the replacing entity commences inter-
city passenger rail service, the replacing en-
tity and the collective bargaining agent or 
agents for the adversely affected employees 
of the predecessor provider shall enter into 
an agreement with respect to the matters set 
forth in subparagraphs (A) through (D) of 
paragraph (1). If the parties have not entered 
into an agreement with respect to all such 
matters within 60 days after the date on 
which the replacing entity replaces the pred-
ecessor provider, the parties shall select an 
arbitrator using the procedures set forth in 
paragraph (2)(B), who shall, within 20 days 
after the commencement of the arbitration, 
conduct a hearing and decide all unresolved 
issues. This decision shall be final, binding, 
and conclusive upon the parties. 

‘‘(e) INAPPLICABILITY TO CERTAIN RAIL OP-
ERATIONS.—Nothing in this section applies 
to— 

‘‘(1) the Alaska Railroad or its contractors; 
or 

‘‘(2) the National Railroad Passenger Cor-
poration’s access rights to railroad rights of 
way and facilities under current law.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The chapter 
analysis for subtitle V is amended by insert-
ing the following after the item relating to 
chapter 243: 
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‘‘244. INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL 

SERVICE CORRIDOR CAPITAL 
ASSISTANCE .............................. 24401’’. 

SEC. 302. STATE RAIL PLANS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Part B of subtitle V is 

amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘CHAPTER 225—STATE RAIL PLANS AND 

HIGH PRIORITY PROJECTS 
‘‘Sec. 
‘‘22501. Definitions. 
‘‘22502. Authority. 
‘‘22503. Purposes. 
‘‘22504. Transparency; coordination; review. 
‘‘22505. Content. 
‘‘22506. Review. 
‘‘§ 22501. Definitions 

‘‘In this chapter: 
‘‘(1) PRIVATE BENEFIT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘private ben-

efit’— 
‘‘(i) means a benefit accrued to a person or 

private entity, other than the National Rail-
road Passenger Corporation, that directly 
improves the economic and competitive con-
dition of that person or entity through im-
proved assets, cost reductions, service im-
provements, or any other means as defined 
by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(ii) shall be determined on a project-by- 
project basis, based upon an agreement be-
tween the parties. 

‘‘(B) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary may 
seek the advice of the States and rail car-
riers in further defining this term. 

‘‘(2) PUBLIC BENEFIT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘public ben-

efit’— 
‘‘(i) means a benefit accrued to the public 

in the form of enhanced mobility of people or 
goods, environmental protection or enhance-
ment, congestion mitigation, enhanced trade 
and economic development, improved air 
quality or land use, more efficient energy 
use, enhanced public safety, reduction of 
public expenditures due to improved trans-
portation efficiency or infrastructure preser-
vation, and any other positive community 
effects as defined by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(ii) shall be determined on a project-by- 
project basis, based upon an agreement be-
tween the parties. 

‘‘(B) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary may 
seek the advice of the States and rail car-
riers in further defining this term. 

‘‘(3) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means any of 
the 50 States and the District of Columbia. 

‘‘(4) STATE RAIL TRANSPORTATION AUTHOR-
ITY.—The term ‘State rail transportation au-
thority’ means the State agency or official 
responsible under the direction of the Gov-
ernor of the State or a State law for prepara-
tion, maintenance, coordination, and admin-
istration of the State rail plan. 
‘‘§ 22502. Authority 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Each State may prepare 
and maintain a State rail plan in accordance 
with the provisions of this chapter. 

‘‘(b) REQUIREMENTS.—For the preparation 
and periodic revision of a State rail plan, a 
State shall— 

‘‘(1) establish or designate a State rail 
transportation authority to prepare, main-
tain, coordinate, and administer the plan; 

‘‘(2) establish or designate a State rail plan 
approval authority to approve the plan; 

‘‘(3) submit the State’s approved plan to 
the Secretary of Transportation for review; 
and 

‘‘(4) revise and resubmit a State-approved 
plan no less frequently than once every 5 
years for reapproval by the Secretary. 
‘‘§ 22503. Purposes 

‘‘(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of a State 
rail plan are as follows: 

‘‘(1) To set forth State policy involving 
freight and passenger rail transportation, in-

cluding commuter rail operations, in the 
State. 

‘‘(2) To establish the period covered by the 
State rail plan. 

‘‘(3) To present priorities and strategies to 
enhance rail service in the State that bene-
fits the public. 

‘‘(4) To serve as the basis for Federal and 
State rail investments within the State. 

‘‘(b) COORDINATION.—A State rail plan shall 
be coordinated with other State transpor-
tation planning goals and programs and set 
forth rail transportation’s role within the 
State transportation system. 
‘‘§ 22504. Transparency; coordination; review 

‘‘(a) PREPARATION.—A State shall provide 
adequate and reasonable notice and oppor-
tunity for comment and other input to the 
public, rail carriers, commuter and transit 
authorities operating in, or affected by rail 
operations within the State, units of local 
government, and other interested parties in 
the preparation and review of its State rail 
plan. 

‘‘(b) INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION.— 
A State shall review the freight and pas-
senger rail service activities and initiatives 
by regional planning agencies, regional 
transportation authorities, and municipali-
ties within the State, or in the region in 
which the State is located, while preparing 
the plan, and shall include any recommenda-
tions made by such agencies, authorities, 
and municipalities as deemed appropriate by 
the State. 
‘‘§ 22505. Content 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Each State rail plan 
shall contain the following: 

‘‘(1) An inventory of the existing overall 
rail transportation system and rail services 
and facilities within the State and an anal-
ysis of the role of rail transportation within 
the State’s surface transportation system. 

‘‘(2) A review of all rail lines within the 
State, including proposed high-speed rail 
corridors and significant rail line segments 
not currently in service. 

‘‘(3) A statement of the State’s passenger 
rail service objectives, including minimum 
service levels, for rail transportation routes 
in the State. 

‘‘(4) A general analysis of rail’s transpor-
tation, economic, and environmental im-
pacts in the State, including congestion 
mitigation, trade and economic develop-
ment, air quality, land-use, energy-use, and 
community impacts. 

‘‘(5) A long-range rail investment program 
for current and future freight and passenger 
infrastructure in the State that meets the 
requirements of subsection (b). 

‘‘(6) A statement of public financing issues 
for rail projects and service in the State, in-
cluding a list of current and prospective pub-
lic capital and operating funding resources, 
public subsidies, State taxation, and other fi-
nancial policies relating to rail infrastruc-
ture development. 

‘‘(7) An identification of rail infrastructure 
issues within the State that reflects con-
sultation with all relevant stake holders. 

‘‘(8) A review of major passenger and 
freight intermodal rail connections and fa-
cilities within the State, including seaports, 
and prioritized options to maximize service 
integration and efficiency between rail and 
other modes of transportation within the 
State. 

‘‘(9) A review of publicly funded projects 
within the State to improve rail transpor-
tation safety, including all major projects 
funded under section 130 of title 23. 

‘‘(10) A performance evaluation of pas-
senger rail services operating in the State, 
including possible improvements in those 
services, and a description of strategies to 
achieve those improvements. 

‘‘(11) A compilation of studies and reports 
on high-speed rail corridor development 
within the State not included in a previous 
plan under this chapter, and a plan for fund-
ing any recommended development of such 
corridors in the State. 

‘‘(12) A statement that the State is in com-
pliance with the requirements of section 
22102. 

‘‘(b) LONG-RANGE SERVICE AND INVESTMENT 
PROGRAM.— 

‘‘(1) PROGRAM CONTENT.—A long-range rail 
investment program included in a State rail 
plan under subsection (a)(5) shall include the 
following matters: 

‘‘(A) A list of any rail capital projects ex-
pected to be undertaken or supported in 
whole or in part by the State. 

‘‘(B) A detailed funding plan for those 
projects. 

‘‘(2) PROJECT LIST CONTENT.—The list of 
rail capital projects shall contain— 

‘‘(A) a description of the anticipated public 
and private benefits of each such project; and 

‘‘(B) a statement of the correlation be-
tween— 

‘‘(i) public funding contributions for the 
projects; and 

‘‘(ii) the public benefits. 
‘‘(3) CONSIDERATIONS FOR PROJECT LIST.—In 

preparing the list of freight and intercity 
passenger rail capital projects, a State rail 
transportation authority should take into 
consideration the following matters: 

‘‘(A) Contributions made by non-Federal 
and non-State sources through user fees, 
matching funds, or other private capital in-
volvement. 

‘‘(B) Rail capacity and congestion effects. 
‘‘(C) Effects on highway, aviation, and 

maritime capacity, congestion, or safety. 
‘‘(D) Regional balance. 
‘‘(E) Environmental impact. 
‘‘(F) Economic and employment impacts. 
‘‘(G) Projected ridership and other service 

measures for passenger rail projects. 
‘‘§ 22506. Review 

‘‘The Secretary shall prescribe procedures 
for States to submit State rail plans for re-
view under this title, including standardized 
format and data requirements. State rail 
plans completed before the date of enact-
ment of the Passenger Rail Investment and 
Improvement Act of 2008 that substantially 
meet the requirements of this chapter, as de-
termined by the Secretary, shall be deemed 
by the Secretary to have met the require-
ments of this chapter.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The chapter 
analysis for subtitle V is amended by insert-
ing the following after the item relating to 
chapter 223: 
‘‘225. STATE RAIL PLANS AND 

HIGH PRIORITY PROJECTS ...... 22501’’. 
SEC. 303. NEXT GENERATION CORRIDOR TRAIN 

EQUIPMENT POOL. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Within 180 days after the 

date of enactment of this Act, Amtrak shall 
establish a Next Generation Corridor Equip-
ment Pool Committee, comprised of rep-
resentatives of Amtrak, the Federal Railroad 
Administration, host freight railroad compa-
nies, passenger railroad equipment manufac-
turers, and other passenger railroad opera-
tors as appropriate and interested States. 
The purpose of the Committee shall be to de-
sign, develop specifications for, and procure 
standardized next-generation corridor equip-
ment. 

(b) FUNCTIONS.—The Committee may— 
(1) determine the number of different types 

of equipment required, taking into account 
variations in operational needs and corridor 
infrastructure; 

(2) establish a pool of equipment to be used 
on corridor routes funded by participating 
States; and 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 03:15 Jul 23, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A22JY7.016 H22JYPT1w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

60
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6767 July 22, 2008 
(3) subject to agreements between Amtrak 

and States, utilize services provided by Am-
trak to design, maintain and remanufacture 
equipment. 

(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—Amtrak 
and States participating in the Committee 
may enter into agreements for the funding, 
procurement, remanufacture, ownership and 
management of corridor equipment, includ-
ing equipment currently owned or leased by 
Amtrak and next-generation corridor equip-
ment acquired as a result of the Committee’s 
actions, and may establish a corporation, 
which may be owned or jointly owned by 
Amtrak, participating States or other enti-
ties, to perform these functions. 

(d) FUNDING.—In addition to the authoriza-
tion provided in section 103(2) of this Act, 
capital projects to carry out the purposes of 
this section shall be eligible for grants made 
pursuant to chapter 244 of title 49, United 
States Code. 
SEC. 304. RAIL COOPERATIVE RESEARCH PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND CONTENT.—Chapter 

249 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘§ 24910. Rail cooperative research program 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish and carry out a rail cooperative re-
search program. The program shall— 

‘‘(1) address, among other matters, inter-
city rail passenger and freight rail services, 
including existing rail passenger and freight 
technologies and speeds, incrementally en-
hanced rail systems and infrastructure, and 
new high-speed wheel-on-rail systems; 

‘‘(2) address ways to expand the transpor-
tation of international trade traffic by rail, 
enhance the efficiency of intermodal inter-
change at ports and other intermodal termi-
nals, and increase capacity and availability 
of rail service for seasonal freight needs; 

‘‘(3) consider research on the interconnect-
edness of commuter rail, passenger rail, 
freight rail, and other rail networks; and 

‘‘(4) give consideration to regional con-
cerns regarding rail passenger and freight 
transportation, including meeting research 
needs common to designated high-speed cor-
ridors, long-distance rail services, and re-
gional intercity rail corridors, projects, and 
entities. 

‘‘(b) CONTENT.—The program to be carried 
out under this section shall include research 
designed— 

‘‘(1) to identify the unique aspects and at-
tributes of rail passenger and freight service; 

‘‘(2) to develop more accurate models for 
evaluating the impact of rail passenger and 
freight service, including the effects on high-
way and airport and airway congestion, envi-
ronmental quality, and energy consumption; 

‘‘(3) to develop a better understanding of 
modal choice as it affects rail passenger and 
freight transportation, including develop-
ment of better models to predict utilization; 

‘‘(4) to recommend priorities for tech-
nology demonstration and development; 

‘‘(5) to meet additional priorities as deter-
mined by the advisory board established 
under subsection (c), including any rec-
ommendations made by the National Re-
search Council; 

‘‘(6) to explore improvements in manage-
ment, financing, and institutional struc-
tures; 

‘‘(7) to address rail capacity constraints 
that affect passenger and freight rail service 
through a wide variety of options, ranging 
from operating improvements to dedicated 
new infrastructure, taking into account the 
impact of such options on operations; 

‘‘(8) to improve maintenance, operations, 
customer service, or other aspects of inter-
city rail passenger and freight service; 

‘‘(9) to recommend objective methodologies 
for determining intercity passenger rail 

routes and services, including the establish-
ment of new routes, the elimination of exist-
ing routes, and the contraction or expansion 
of services or frequencies over such routes; 

‘‘(10) to review the impact of equipment 
and operational safety standards on the fur-
ther development of high-speed passenger 
rail operations connected to or integrated 
with non-high-speed freight or passenger rail 
operations; 

‘‘(11) to recommend any legislative or reg-
ulatory changes necessary to foster further 
development and implementation of high- 
speed passenger rail operations while ensur-
ing the safety of such operations that are 
connected to or integrated with non-high- 
speed freight or passenger rail operations; 

‘‘(12) to review rail crossing safety im-
provements, including improvements using 
new safety technology; and 

‘‘(13) the development and use of train horn 
technology, including, but not limited to, 
broadband horns, with an emphasis on reduc-
ing train horn noise and its effect on commu-
nities. 

‘‘(c) ADVISORY BOARD.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—In consultation with 

the heads of appropriate Federal depart-
ments and agencies, the Secretary shall es-
tablish an advisory board to recommend re-
search, technology, and technology transfer 
activities related to rail passenger and 
freight transportation. 

‘‘(2) MEMBERSHIP.—The advisory board 
shall include— 

‘‘(A) representatives of State transpor-
tation agencies; 

‘‘(B) transportation and environmental 
economists, scientists, and engineers; and 

‘‘(C) representatives of Amtrak, the Alaska 
Railroad, freight railroads, transit operating 
agencies, intercity rail passenger agencies, 
railway labor organizations, and environ-
mental organizations. 

‘‘(d) NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES.—The 
Secretary may make grants to, and enter 
into cooperative agreements with, the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences to carry out 
such activities relating to the research, tech-
nology, and technology transfer activities 
described in subsection (b) as the Secretary 
deems appropriate.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The chapter 
analysis for chapter 249 is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 
‘‘24910. Rail cooperative research program.’’. 
SEC. 305. PASSENGER RAIL SYSTEM COMPARISON 

STUDY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall complete a study that compares the 
passenger rail system in the United States 
with the passenger rail systems in Canada, 
Germany, Great Britain, France, China, 
Spain, and Japan. 

(b) ISSUES TO BE STUDIED.—The study con-
ducted under subsection (a) shall include a 
country-by-country comparison of— 

(1) the development of high-speed rail; 
(2) passenger rail operating costs; 
(3) the amount and payment source of rail 

line construction and maintenance costs; 
(4) the amount and payment source of sta-

tion construction and maintenance costs; 
(5) passenger rail debt service costs; 
(6) passenger rail labor agreements and as-

sociated costs; 
(7) the net profit realized by the major pas-

senger rail service providers in each of the 4 
most recent quarters; 

(8) the percentage of the passenger rail sys-
tem’s costs that are paid from general gov-
ernment revenues; and 

(9) the method used by the government to 
provide the subsidies described in paragraph 
(8). 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the completion of the study under subsection 
(a), the Comptroller General shall submit a 
report containing the findings of such study 
to— 

(1) the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives; and 

(2) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate. 

TITLE IV—COMMUTER RAIL TRANSIT 
ENHANCEMENT 

SEC. 401. COMMUTER RAIL TRANSIT ENHANCE-
MENT. 

(a) AMENDMENT.—Part E of subtitle V is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘CHAPTER 285—COMMUTER RAIL 
TRANSIT ENHANCEMENT 

‘‘Sec. 
‘‘28501. Definitions 
‘‘28502. Surface Transportation Board medi-

ation of trackage use requests. 
‘‘28503. Surface Transportation Board medi-

ation of rights-of-way use re-
quests. 

‘‘28504. Applicability of other laws. 
‘‘28505. Rules and regulations. 
‘‘§ 28501. Definitions 

‘‘In this chapter— 
‘‘(1) the term ‘Board’ means the Surface 

Transportation Board; 
‘‘(2) the term ‘capital work’ means mainte-

nance, restoration, reconstruction, capacity 
enhancement, or rehabilitation work on 
trackage that would be treated, in accord-
ance with generally accepted accounting 
principles, as a capital item rather than an 
expense; 

‘‘(3) the term ‘fixed guideway transpor-
tation’ means public transportation (as de-
fined in section 5302(a)(10)) provided on, by, 
or using a fixed guideway (as defined in sec-
tion 5302(a)(4)); 

‘‘(4) the term ‘public transportation au-
thority’ means a local governmental author-
ity (as defined in section 5302(a)(6)) estab-
lished to provide, or make a contract pro-
viding for, fixed guideway transportation; 

‘‘(5) the term ‘rail carrier’ means a person, 
other than a governmental authority, pro-
viding common carrier railroad transpor-
tation for compensation subject to the juris-
diction of the Board under chapter 105; 

‘‘(6) the term ‘segregated fixed guideway 
facility’ means a fixed guideway facility con-
structed within the railroad right-of-way of 
a rail carrier but physically separate from 
trackage, including relocated trackage, 
within the right-of-way used by a rail carrier 
for freight transportation purposes; and 

‘‘(7) the term ‘trackage’ means a railroad 
line of a rail carrier, including a spur, indus-
trial, team, switching, side, yard, or station 
track, and a facility of a rail carrier. 
‘‘§ 28502. Surface Transportation Board medi-

ation of trackage use requests 
‘‘If, after a reasonable period of negotia-

tion, a public transportation authority can-
not reach agreement with a rail carrier to 
use trackage of, and have related services 
provided by, the rail carrier for purposes of 
fixed guideway transportation, the public 
transportation authority or the rail carrier 
may apply to the Board for nonbinding medi-
ation. The Board shall conduct the non-
binding mediation in accordance with the 
mediation process of section 1109.4 of title 49, 
Code of Federal Regulations, as in effect on 
the date of enactment of this section. 
‘‘§ 28503. Surface Transportation Board medi-

ation of rights-of-way use requests 
‘‘If, after a reasonable period of negotia-

tion, a public transportation authority can-
not reach agreement with a rail carrier to 
acquire an interest in a railroad right-of-way 
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for the construction and operation of a seg-
regated fixed guideway facility, the public 
transportation authority or the rail carrier 
may apply to the Board for nonbinding medi-
ation. The Board shall conduct the non-
binding mediation in accordance with the 
mediation process of section 1109.4 of title 49, 
Code of Federal Regulations, as in effect on 
the date of enactment of this section. 
‘‘§ 28504. Applicability of other laws 

‘‘Nothing in this chapter shall be con-
strued to limit a rail transportation pro-
vider’s right under section 28103(b) to enter 
into contracts that allocate financial respon-
sibility for claims. 
‘‘§ 28505. Rules and regulations 

‘‘Not later than 180 days after the date of 
enactment of this section, the Board shall 
issue such rules and regulations as may be 
necessary to carry out this chapter.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
chapters of such subtitle is amended by add-
ing after the item relating to chapter 283 the 
following: 
‘‘285. COMMUTER RAIL TRANSIT 

ENHANCEMENT ......................... 28501’’. 
SEC. 402. ROUTING EFFICIENCY DISCUSSIONS 

WITH AMTRAK. 
Amtrak shall engage in good faith discus-

sions, with commuter rail entities and re-
gional and State public transportation au-
thorities operating on the same trackage 
owned by a rail carrier as Amtrak, with re-
spect to the routing and timing of trains to 
most efficiently move a maximal number of 
commuter, intercity, and regional rail pas-
sengers, particularly during the peak times 
of commuter usage at the morning and 
evening hours marking the start and end of 
a typical work day, and with respect to the 
expansion and enhancement of commuter 
rail and regional rail public transportation 
service. 

TITLE V—HIGH-SPEED RAIL 
SEC. 501. HIGH-SPEED RAIL CORRIDOR PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 261 is amended 

by adding at the end thereof the following: 

‘‘§ 26106. High-speed rail corridor program 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Trans-

portation shall establish and implement a 
high-speed rail corridor program. 

‘‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the fol-
lowing definitions apply: 

‘‘(1) APPLICANT.—The term ‘applicant’ 
means a State, a group of States, an Inter-
state Compact, a public agency established 
by one or more States and having responsi-
bility for providing high-speed rail service, 
or Amtrak. 

‘‘(2) CORRIDOR.—The term ‘corridor’ means 
a corridor designated by the Secretary pur-
suant to section 104(d)(2) of title 23. 

‘‘(3) CAPITAL PROJECT.—The term ‘capital 
project’ means a project or program in a 
State rail plan developed under chapter 225 
of this title for acquiring, constructing, im-
proving, or inspecting equipment, track, and 
track structures, or a facility of use in or for 
the primary benefit of high-speed rail serv-
ice, expenses incidental to the acquisition or 
construction (including designing, engineer-
ing, location surveying, mapping, environ-
mental studies, and acquiring rights-of-way), 
payments for the capital portions of rail 
trackage rights agreements, highway-rail 
grade crossing improvements related to 
high-speed rail service, mitigating environ-
mental impacts, communication and sig-
nalization improvements, relocation assist-
ance, acquiring replacement housing sites, 
and acquiring, constructing, relocating, and 
rehabilitating replacement housing. 

‘‘(4) HIGH-SPEED RAIL.—The term ‘high- 
speed rail’ means intercity passenger rail 

service that is reasonably expected to reach 
speeds of at least 110 miles per hour. 

‘‘(5) INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE.— 
The term ‘intercity passenger rail service’ 
means transportation services with the pri-
mary purpose of passenger transportation 
between towns, cities, and metropolitan 
areas by rail, including high-speed rail, as 
defined in section 24102 of this title. 

‘‘(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ 
means the Secretary of Transportation. 

‘‘(7) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means any of 
the 50 States or the District of Columbia. 

‘‘(c) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—The Secretary 
may make grants under this section to an 
applicant to finance capital projects in high- 
speed rail corridors. 

‘‘(d) APPLICATIONS.—Each applicant seek-
ing to receive a grant under this section to 
develop a high-speed rail corridor shall sub-
mit to the Secretary an application in such 
form and in accordance with such require-
ments as the Secretary shall establish. 

‘‘(e) COMPETITIVE GRANT SELECTION AND 
CRITERIA FOR GRANTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall— 
‘‘(A) establish criteria for selecting among 

projects that meet the criteria specified in 
paragraph (2); 

‘‘(B) conduct a national solicitation for ap-
plications; and 

‘‘(C) award grants on a competitive basis. 
‘‘(2) GRANT CRITERIA.—The Secretary may 

approve a grant under this section for a 
project only if the Secretary determines that 
the project— 

‘‘(A) is part of a State rail plan developed 
under chapter 225 of this title, or under the 
plan required by section 302 of the Passenger 
Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 
2008; 

‘‘(B) is based on the results of preliminary 
engineering; 

‘‘(C) has the legal, financial, and technical 
capacity to carry out the project; and 

‘‘(D) is justified based on the ability of the 
project— 

‘‘(i) to generate national economic bene-
fits, including creating jobs, expanding busi-
ness opportunities, and impacting the gross 
domestic product; 

‘‘(ii) to increase mobility of United States 
citizens and reduce congestion, including im-
pacts in the State, region, and Nation; and 

‘‘(iii) to otherwise enhance the national 
transportation system. 

‘‘(3) PROJECT SELECTION CRITERIA.—In se-
lecting a project under this section, the Sec-
retary shall consider the extent to which the 
project— 

‘‘(A) makes a substantial contribution to 
providing the infrastructure and equipment 
required to complete a high-speed rail cor-
ridor; 

‘‘(B) leverages Federal investment by en-
couraging non-Federal financial commit-
ments, including evidence of stable and de-
pendable financing sources to construct, 
maintain, and operate the high-speed rail 
corridor and service; and 

‘‘(C) helps protect the environment. 
‘‘(f) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of 

the cost of a project financed under this sec-
tion shall not exceed 80 percent of the 
project net capital cost. 

‘‘(g) ISSUANCE OF REGULATIONS.—Not later 
than 1 year after the date of enactment of 
this section, the Secretary shall issue regu-
lations for carrying out this section. 

‘‘(h) AUTHORIZATION.—There are authorized 
to be appropriated to the Secretary to carry 
out this section $350,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2009 through 2013.’’. 

(b) TABLE OF SECTIONS AMENDMENT.—The 
table of sections for chapter 261 is amended 
by adding after the item relating to section 
26105 the following new item: 
‘‘26106. High-speed rail corridor program.’’. 

SEC. 502. ADDITIONAL HIGH-SPEED PROJECTS. 

(a) SOLICITATION OF PROPOSALS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.— 
(A) NORTHEAST CORRIDOR.—Not later than 

60 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Transportation shall 
issue a request for proposals for projects for 
the financing, design, construction, and op-
eration of an initial high-speed rail system 
operating between Washington, DC, and New 
York City. Such proposals shall be submitted 
to the Secretary not later than 150 days after 
the publication of such request for proposals. 

(B) OTHER PROJECTS.—After a report is 
transmitted under subsection (e) with re-
spect to projects described in subparagraph 
(A), the Secretary of Transportation may 
issue a request for proposals for additional 
projects for the financing, design, construc-
tion, and operation of a high-speed rail sys-
tem operating on any other corridor in the 
United States. Such proposals shall be sub-
mitted to the Secretary not later than 150 
days after the publication of such request for 
proposals. 

(2) CONTENTS.—A proposal submitted under 
paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) the names and qualifications of the 
persons submitting the proposal; 

(B) a detailed description of the proposed 
route and its engineering characteristics and 
of all infrastructure improvements required 
to achieve the planned operating speeds and 
trip times; 

(C) how the project would comply with 
Federal rail safety regulations which govern 
the track and equipment safety require-
ments for high-speed rail operations; 

(D) the peak and average operating speeds 
to be attained; 

(E) the type of equipment to be used, in-
cluding any technologies for— 

(i) maintaining an operating speed the Sec-
retary determines appropriate; or 

(ii) in the case of a proposal submitted 
under paragraph (1)(A), achieving less than 2- 
hour express service between Washington, 
DC, and New York City; 

(F) the locations of proposed stations, 
identifying, in the case of a proposal sub-
mitted under paragraph (1) (A), a plan allow-
ing for station stops at or in close proximity 
to the busiest Amtrak stations; 

(G) a detailed description of any proposed 
legislation needed to facilitate the project; 

(H) a financing plan identifying— 
(i) sources of revenue; 
(ii) the amount of any proposed public con-

tribution toward capital costs or operations; 
(iii) ridership projections; 
(iv) the amount of private investment; 
(v) projected revenue; 
(vi) annual operating and capital costs; 
(vii) the amount of projected capital in-

vestments required (both initially and in 
subsequent years to maintain a state of good 
repair); and 

(viii) the sources of the private investment 
required, including the identity of any per-
son or entity that has made or is expected to 
make a commitment to provide or secure 
funding and the amount of such commit-
ment; 

(I) a description of how the project would 
contribute to the development of a national 
high-speed rail system, and an intermodal 
plan describing how the system will connect 
with other transportation links; 

(J) labor protections that would comply 
with the requirements of section 504; 

(K) provisions to ensure that the proposal 
will be designed to operate in harmony with 
existing and projected future intercity, com-
muter, and freight service; 

(L) provisions for full fair market com-
pensation for any asset, property right or in-
terest, or service acquired from, owned, or 
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held by a private person or non-Federal enti-
ty that would be acquired, impaired, or di-
minished in value as a result of a project, ex-
cept as otherwise agreed to by the private 
person or entity; and 

(M) a detailed description of the environ-
mental impacts of the project, and how any 
adverse impacts would be mitigated. 

(3) DOCUMENTS.—Documents submitted or 
developed pursuant to this subsection shall 
not be subject to section 552 of title 5, United 
States Code. 

(b) DETERMINATION OF COST EFFECTIVENESS 
AND ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSIONS.—Not 
later than 60 days after receipt of a proposal 
under subsection (a), the Secretary of Trans-
portation shall— 

(1) make a determination as to whether the 
proposal is cost effective; and 

(2) for each corridor for which one or more 
cost effective proposals are received, estab-
lish a commission under subsection (c). 

(c) COMMISSIONS.— 
(1) MEMBERS.—The commission referred to 

in subsection (b)(2) shall consist of— 
(A) the governor of the affected State or 

States, or their respective designees; 
(B) a rail labor representative, a represent-

ative from a rail freight carrier using the 
relevant corridor, and a commuter authority 
using the relevant corridor, appointed by the 
Secretary of Transportation, in consultation 
with the chairman and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate; 

(C) the Secretary of Transportation or his 
designee; 

(D) the president of Amtrak or his des-
ignee; and 

(E) the mayors of the three largest munici-
palities serviced by the proposed high-speed 
rail corridor. 

(2) CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON SE-
LECTION.—The Chairperson and Vice Chair-
person shall be elected from among members 
of the Commission. 

(3) QUORUM AND VACANCY.— 
(A) QUORUM.—A majority of the members 

of the Commission shall constitute a 
quorum. 

(B) VACANCY.—Any vacancy in the Com-
mission shall not affect its powers and shall 
be filled in the same manner in which the 
original appointment was made. 

(d) COMMISSION CONSIDERATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Each commission estab-

lished under subsection (b)(2) shall be re-
sponsible for reviewing the proposal or pro-
posals with respect to which the commission 
was established, and not later than 90 days 
after the establishment of the commission, 
shall transmit to the Secretary, and to the 
chairman and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate, a report 
which includes— 

(A) a summary of each proposal received; 
(B) a ranking of the order of the proposals 

according to cost effectiveness, advantages 
over existing services, projected revenue, 
and cost and benefit to the public and pri-
vate parties; 

(C) an indication of which proposal or pro-
posals are recommended by the commission; 
and 

(D) an identification of any proposed legis-
lative provisions which would facilitate im-
plementation of the recommended project. 

(2) VERBAL PRESENTATION.—Proposers shall 
be given an opportunity to make a verbal 
presentation to the commission to explain 
their proposals. 

(e) SELECTION BY SECRETARY.—Not later 
than 60 days after receiving a report from a 
commission under subsection (d)(1), the Sec-
retary of Transportation shall transmit to 
the Congress a report that ranks all of the 
recommended proposals according to cost ef-
fectiveness, advantages over existing serv-
ices, projected revenue, and cost and benefit 
to the public and private parties. 

(f) NORTHEAST CORRIDOR ECONOMIC DEVEL-
OPMENT STUDY.—Not later than 9 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Transportation shall transmit 
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate the results 
of an economic development study of Am-
trak’s Northeast Corridor service between 
Washington, DC, and New York City. Such 
study shall examine how to achieve max-
imum utilization of the Northeast Corridor 
as a transportation asset, including— 

(1) maximizing the assets of the Northeast 
Corridor for potential economic development 
purposes; 

(2) real estate improvement and financial 
return; 

(3) improved intercity, commuter, and 
freight services; 

(4) optimum utility utilization in conjunc-
tion with potential separated high-speed rail 
passenger services; and 

(5) any other means of maximizing the eco-
nomic potential of the Northeast Corridor. 
SEC. 503. HIGH-SPEED RAIL STUDY. 

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Trans-
portation shall conduct— 

(1) an alternatives analysis of the Sec-
retary’s December 1, 1998, extension of the 
designation of the Southeast High-Speed 
Rail Corridor as authorized under section 
104(d)(2) of title 23, United States Code; 

(2) a feasibility analysis regarding the ex-
pansion of the South Central High-Speed 
Rail Corridor to the Port of Houston, Texas; 

(3) a feasibility analysis regarding the ex-
pansion of the South Central High-Speed 
Rail Corridor to Memphis, Tennessee; and 

(4) a feasibility analysis regarding the ex-
pansion of the South Central High-Speed 
Rail Corridor south of San Antonio to a loca-
tion in far south Texas to be chosen at the 
discretion of the Secretary. 
These analyses shall consider changes that 
have occurred in the region’s population, an-
ticipated patterns of population growth, 
connectivity with other modes of transpor-
tation, ability of the designation to reduce 
regional traffic congestion, and the ability of 
current and proposed routings to meet the 
needs of tourists. The Secretary shall submit 
recommendations to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate and conduct a redesignation of 
one or both corridors if necessary. 
SEC. 504. GRANT CONDITIONS. 

(a) DOMESTIC BUYING PREFERENCE.— 
(1) REQUIREMENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out a project 

funded in whole or in part with a grant under 
this title, or the amendments made by this 
title, the grant recipient shall purchase 
only— 

(i) unmanufactured articles, material, and 
supplies mined or produced in the United 
States; or 

(ii) manufactured articles, material, and 
supplies manufactured in the United States 
substantially from articles, material, and 
supplies mined, produced, or manufactured 
in the United States. 

(B) DE MINIMIS AMOUNT.—Subparagraph (A) 
applies only to a purchase in an total 
amount that is not less than $1,000,000. 

(2) EXEMPTIONS.—On application of a re-
cipient, the Secretary may exempt a recipi-
ent from the requirements of this subsection 
if the Secretary decides that, for particular 
articles, material, or supplies— 

(A) such requirements are inconsistent 
with the public interest; 

(B) the cost of imposing the requirements 
is unreasonable; or 

(C) the articles, material, or supplies, or 
the articles, material, or supplies from 
which they are manufactured, are not mined, 
produced, or manufactured in the United 
States in sufficient and reasonably available 
commercial quantities and are not of a satis-
factory quality. 

(3) UNITED STATES DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘‘the United States’’ means 
the States, territories, and possessions of the 
United States and the District of Columbia. 

(b) OPERATORS DEEMED RAIL CARRIERS AND 
EMPLOYERS FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES.—A per-
son that conducts rail operations over rail 
infrastructure constructed or improved with 
funding provided in whole or in part in a 
grant made under this title, or the amend-
ments made by this title, shall be considered 
a rail carrier as defined in section 10102(5) of 
title 49, United States Code, for purposes of 
this title and any other statute that adopts 
that definition or in which that definition 
applies, including— 

(1) the Railroad Retirement Act of 1974 (45 
U.S.C. 231 et seq.); 

(2) the Railway Labor Act (43 U.S.C. 151 et 
seq.); and 

(3) the Railroad Unemployment Insurance 
Act (45 U.S.C. 351 et seq.). 

(c) GRANT CONDITIONS.—The Secretary 
shall require as a condition of making any 
grant under this title, or the amendments 
made by this title, for a project that uses 
rights-of-way owned by a railroad that— 

(1) a written agreement exist between the 
applicant and the railroad regarding such 
use and ownership, including— 

(A) any compensation for such use; 
(B) assurances regarding the adequacy of 

infrastructure capacity to accommodate 
both existing and future freight and pas-
senger operations; 

(C) an assurance by the railroad that col-
lective bargaining agreements with the rail-
road’s employees (including terms regulating 
the contracting of work) will remain in full 
force and effect according to their terms for 
work performed by the railroad on the rail-
road transportation corridor; and 

(D) an assurance that an applicant com-
plies with liability requirements consistent 
with section 28103 of title 49, United States 
Code; and 

(2) the applicant agrees to comply with— 
(A) the standards of section 24312 of title 

49, United States Code, as such section was 
in effect on September 1, 2003, with respect 
to the project in the same manner that the 
National Railroad Passenger Corporation is 
required to comply with those standards for 
construction work financed under an agree-
ment made under section 24308(a) of title 49, 
United States Code; and 

(B) the protective arrangements estab-
lished under section 504 of the Railroad Revi-
talization and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 
(45 U.S.C. 836) with respect to employees af-
fected by actions taken in connection with 
the project to be financed in whole or in part 
by grants under this chapter. 

(d) REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING INTERCITY 
PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE.— 

(1) COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT FOR 
INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL PROJECTS.—Any 
entity providing intercity passenger railroad 
transportation that begins operations after 
the date of enactment of this Act on a 
project funded in whole or in part by grants 
made under this title, or the amendments 
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made by this title, and replaces intercity rail 
passenger service that was provided by Am-
trak, unless such service was provided solely 
by Amtrak to another entity, as of such date 
shall enter into an agreement with the au-
thorized bargaining agent or agents for ad-
versely affected employees of the predecessor 
provider that— 

(A) gives each such qualified employee of 
the predecessor provider priority in hiring 
according to the employee’s seniority on the 
predecessor provider for each position with 
the replacing entity that is in the employ-
ee’s craft or class and is available within 3 
years after the termination of the service 
being replaced; 

(B) establishes a procedure for notifying 
such an employee of such positions; 

(C) establishes a procedure for such an em-
ployee to apply for such positions; and 

(D) establishes rates of pay, rules, and 
working conditions. 

(2) IMMEDIATE REPLACEMENT SERVICE.— 
(A) NEGOTIATIONS.—If the replacement of 

preexisting intercity rail passenger service 
occurs concurrent with or within a reason-
able time before the commencement of the 
replacing entity’s rail passenger service, the 
replacing entity shall give written notice of 
its plan to replace existing rail passenger 
service to the authorized collective bar-
gaining agent or agents for the potentially 
adversely affected employees of the prede-
cessor provider at least 90 days before the 
date on which it plans to commence service. 
Within 5 days after the date of receipt of 
such written notice, negotiations between 
the replacing entity and the collective bar-
gaining agent or agents for the employees of 
the predecessor provider shall commence for 
the purpose of reaching agreement with re-
spect to all matters set forth in subpara-
graphs (A) through (D) of paragraph (1). The 
negotiations shall continue for 30 days or 
until an agreement is reached, whichever is 
sooner. If at the end of 30 days the parties 
have not entered into an agreement with re-
spect to all such matters, the unresolved 
issues shall be submitted for arbitration in 
accordance with the procedure set forth in 
subparagraph (B). 

(B) ARBITRATION.—If an agreement has not 
been entered into with respect to all matters 
set forth in subparagraphs (A) through (D) of 
paragraph (1) as described in subparagraph 
(A) of this paragraph, the parties shall select 
an arbitrator. If the parties are unable to 
agree upon the selection of such arbitrator 
within 5 days, either or both parties shall no-
tify the National Mediation Board, which 
shall provide a list of seven arbitrators with 
experience in arbitrating rail labor protec-
tion disputes. Within 5 days after such noti-
fication, the parties shall alternately strike 
names from the list until only 1 name re-
mains, and that person shall serve as the 
neutral arbitrator. Within 45 days after se-
lection of the arbitrator, the arbitrator shall 
conduct a hearing on the dispute and shall 
render a decision with respect to the unre-
solved issues among the matters set forth in 
subparagraphs (A) through (D) of paragraph 
(1). This decision shall be final, binding, and 
conclusive upon the parties. The salary and 
expenses of the arbitrator shall be borne 
equally by the parties; all other expenses 
shall be paid by the party incurring them. 

(3) SERVICE COMMENCEMENT.—A replacing 
entity under this subsection shall commence 
service only after an agreement is entered 
into with respect to the matters set forth in 
subparagraphs (A) through (D) of paragraph 
(1) or the decision of the arbitrator has been 
rendered. 

(4) SUBSEQUENT REPLACEMENT OF SERVICE.— 
If the replacement of existing rail passenger 
service takes place within 3 years after the 
replacing entity commences intercity pas-

senger rail service, the replacing entity and 
the collective bargaining agent or agents for 
the adversely affected employees of the pred-
ecessor provider shall enter into an agree-
ment with respect to the matters set forth in 
subparagraphs (A) through (D) of paragraph 
(1). If the parties have not entered into an 
agreement with respect to all such matters 
within 60 days after the date on which the re-
placing entity replaces the predecessor pro-
vider, the parties shall select an arbitrator 
using the procedures set forth in paragraph 
(2)(B), who shall, within 20 days after the 
commencement of the arbitration, conduct a 
hearing and decide all unresolved issues. 
This decision shall be final, binding, and con-
clusive upon the parties. 

(e) INAPPLICABILITY TO CERTAIN RAIL OPER-
ATIONS.—Nothing in this section applies to— 

(1) the Alaska Railroad or its contractors; 
or 

(2) the National Railroad Passenger Cor-
poration’s access rights to railroad rights of 
way and facilities under current law. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MICA) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill, 
S. 294. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
We move today on a somewhat un-

usual procedure to take up the Senate 
bill, S. 294, as amended, and use that 
vehicle to move us in going to con-
ference with the other body on The 
Passenger Rail Investment and Im-
provement Act of 2008, the Amtrak re-
authorization bill. The procedure we 
are using will allow us later today to 
move to go to conference with the Sen-
ate on their bill which is before us now, 
and our bill, H.R. 6003, that passed the 
House by a vote of 311–104 on June 11 of 
this year. 

In that context, I just want to ex-
press again my great appreciation for 
the partnership we have had with Mr. 
MICA, whose constancy and, I should 
say, stirring initiative on behalf of 
intercity high speed passenger rail has 
been very, very, reassuring, encour-
aging, and is moving us toward that 
goal. And when we get this legislation 
enacted it will be more than a goal. It 
will become a reality. 

And toward that end, the enormous 
amount of the success and of the move-
ment in the direction of high speed pas-
senger rail will go to the gentleman 
from Florida for his constant effort in 
that direction. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I might consume. 
Again, I first have to compliment Mr. 

OBERSTAR. It has been a pleasure to 

work with him on this initiative. This 
is actually very historic in nature. The 
House of Representatives and the Con-
gress has not passed an Amtrak reau-
thorization since 1997. That is 11 years. 

One of the first things, when Mr. 
OBERSTAR and I met, when we took 
over the committee, I on the Repub-
lican side, he as the Chair of the com-
mittee for the new majority, we set 
some goals aside. One was to pass a 
WRDA bill, water resources, so our Na-
tion would have water resources. We 
hadn’t passed a bill in 7 years. And the 
last bill we passed was about a four or 
$5 billion authorization. We passed one 
for almost $24 billion, the first one, in, 
again, a long, long time. 

We committed to try to reauthorize 
and authorize Amtrak, our national 
passenger rail service. And we have 
worked together. I have to compliment 
my colleague, Ms. BROWN, who chairs 
the Rail Subcommittee, and also I 
want to thank the Republican side of 
the aisle, Mr. SHUSTER, the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, who also rolled up 
his sleeves and worked diligently, and 
for that we were able to pass, by a very 
wide margin in the United States 
House, about a month ago, I think it 
was 311 votes, a very wide margin, Am-
trak reauthorization. 

Now we have an opportunity to take 
to conference, the other body, the Sen-
ate has passed legislation. What we are 
doing today is taking the Senate bill 
and we are adding the language from 
the House because we want to nego-
tiate a bill that can become law and 
make the changes that the House voted 
on a month ago, and that we will get a 
chance to vote on again today. 

It is my hope that many of the high-
lights and provisions of the House Am-
trak reauthorization will be included 
in the final conference report, and that 
will be the measure that both the 
House and Senate vote on individually, 
and hopefully we can get the President 
to sign into law. 

But the conference process also gives 
us a chance to make further improve-
ments, even on what the other body 
passed and what we passed about a 
month ago, as I said, because it is im-
portant that we make good Amtrak re-
forms. And some things we have 
learned even since we passed legisla-
tion in the House. 

We want to open the door to more 
competition. And in a time when we 
are struggling to find positive solu-
tions to address the energy crisis that 
our Nation is facing, it is important 
that we look at transportation alter-
natives that are cost effective and that 
can improve passenger rail service, just 
not in one area, but across the whole 
country that we have responsibility 
for. 

So the bill that we have before us, S. 
294, will be amended, and it will have 
the text of the House bill that we 
passed, again, a month ago. But one of 
the most important provisions is some-
thing, again, that I have insisted on 
trying to do, and that is to drag the 
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United States, kicking and screaming, 
into the 21st century of high speed rail. 

In the proposal that I crafted in the 
bill, and with the help of Mr. OBER-
STAR, Ms. BROWN, and Mr. SHUSTER, 
what we have is a simple provision. 
And it says that the Department of 
Transportation can take proposals 
from the private sector to develop, to 
finance, to construct and to operate 
high speed rail service. 

We do have a caveat that we want 
high speed rail service from Wash-
ington to New York in 2 hours, and we 
want stops along the way to service 
areas. Now, some folks say, well, we 
have Acela. Yes, we do have Acela, and 
Acela’s come a long way, and had some 
difficulty in its implementation. But I 
am not going to go there. I don’t want 
to talk about the past. I want to talk 
about the future. 

And the future is, stop and think 
about this. Going just a few blocks 
from here, from Union Station to New 
York City, Center City to downtown 
Manhattan in less than 2 hours, with 
stops along the way. Now, think of how 
that would revolutionize travel in the 
Northeast Corridor and in the United 
States. 

Why start there? Because that is the 
only corridor that Amtrak owns. Am-
trak runs over 22,000 miles of rail 
track, but that 22,000 miles of rail 
track, with the exception of a little 
over 700 miles, is all on private freight 
rail. The only thing that Amtrak owns 
as far as right-of-way, the primary 
piece of real estate it owns, and one of 
the most valuable real estate assets in 
the world, if not the United States, is 
the Northeast Corridor. And that 
Northeast Corridor, right now the way 
it is constructed, with commuter serv-
ice, freight service and Acela service, 
doesn’t operate very well. 

So what we are asking is the private 
sector to come in, give us the ideas on 
how we can have high speed rail. Give 
us the ideas. 

Now, I always say, folks, that we are 
sitting on our assets; the Federal gov-
ernment is sitting on our assets. And 
that Northeast Corridor is a great pub-
lic asset that we all have interest in, 
the taxpayers out there have interest 
in. So we can take that asset and we 
can maximize its utilization, both as a 
utility corridor, as a high speed rail 
corridor, as a better commuter service 
corridor and as a better freight service 
corridor. So we take that and we get a 
better return. We develop it so that we 
have jobs, we have construction, we 
have service between here and New 
York in less than 2 hours. Think about 
that. 

Instead of going out to National Air-
port or to Dulles, waiting for an hour 
and then on the other end trying to 
commute back in. Think of the people 
that we take off of the road. Think of 
the change in the pattern of travel in 
the Northeast Corridor. And I can tell 
you, even with next generation air 
traffic control technology, this is the 
most important thing that will impact 

aviation congestion in our country, be-
cause 78 percent of all of the delays in 
our entire national air space system 
and in aviation in this country ripple 
from New York City’s air space. 

b 1600 

It’s congested air space out to the 
rest of the country. When you can’t get 
into New York or out of New York, the 
rest of the system goes down, and there 
is nothing, even next-generation air 
traffic control that can make planes 
fly that much closer, to solve this 
problem. 

What we’re going to have to do is go 
to a different system, and that system 
is high-speed rail. And I would like for 
Amtrak to do it by themselves, but 
they are running long-distance service, 
and they are running other services. 
And we think that it’s our last hope to 
have the private sector come in, which 
Amtrak would have them do anyways, 
and give us proposals as to how we can 
maximize the utilization, separate the 
traffic, and get true high-speed service 
in that order. 

So that’s the proposal. As I said, Am-
trak now chugs along at 83 miles an 
hour. It’s almost embarrassing to call 
that high-speed rail. That’s Acela, not 
the other service. It’s 83 miles an hour. 
In the rest of the world, Europe and 
Asia, high-speed is defined as between 
120 and 150 miles an hour on average. 
So we can do the same thing. There is 
no reason why the United States can-
not do the same thing to maximize the 
developmental potential of the North-
east corridor, the most densely popu-
lated and valuable corridor in the Na-
tion. 

So I think, again, working with Mr. 
OBERSTAR, Ms. BROWN, Mr. SHUSTER, 
we have a plan, we have a vision. We 
want the other body to go along with 
us. We think this is the way to go by 
substituting our bill this afternoon, 
and hopefully we can go to conference. 
Hopefully, we can go back to the Amer-
ican people and say we’ve done some-
thing that will impact energy, impact 
transportation, not just rail. Also, re-
member what I just said about aviation 
capacity in the United States, and we 
can do it all in this package. 

This isn’t an impossible dream. This 
is doable. 

So I ask again that we give full con-
sideration. I give full support, am 
pleased to join Mr. OBERSTAR in that 
effort as we change out the Senate bill 
294, insert our legislation, and work 
with the other body again in bringing 
long-distance, high-speed, better pas-
senger service rail service in not just 
the Northeast Corridor but with the re-
forms we’ve advocated for Amtrak for 
the whole Nation. We can do it. We 
must do it. And I look forward to doing 
it with Mr. OBERSTAR. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

such time as she may consume to the 
Chair of the Rail Subcommittee, the 
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
CORRINE BROWN), who has been such a 

strong, consistent, and unrelenting ad-
vocate for Amtrak and conducted over 
the last few years a Harry Truman- 
style campaign from the seat of an Am-
trak passenger rail vehicle advocating 
for the moment we visit today. 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. I 
want to thank Chairman OBERSTAR for 
his leadership on this bill and on all 
transportation issues. 

Mr. OBERSTAR is really a transpor-
tation guru. And to listen to Mr. MICA 
here today arguing for high speed rail— 
no, not arguing—debating, supporting, 
oh, we’ve come a long way in this coun-
try as far as the reauthorization of 
Amtrak. And this is an exciting day for 
the American people. 

With gas prices rapidly rising to $5 a 
gallon, we could not be moving in con-
ference on a more important bill than 
Amtrak reauthorization. I’m excited 
for the American people and the pros-
pect of having more transportation op-
tions than getting in your cars and 
driving. 

This weekend, I sent my mom to our 
family reunion, to Lakeland, Florida 
on Amtrak. Her trip was a perfect ex-
ample of why we need to expand serv-
ices, add, boost, and provide additional 
passenger and vehicle cars. The train 
she was riding on was so busy that peo-
ple were actually sleeping on the floors 
of the train. 

Amtrak’s improvements on its phys-
ical state and recent focus on customer 
service, along with increasing highway 
and airport congestion and rising gas 
prices, have made interest in passenger 
rail more popular and necessary than 
ever. More than just a convenient way 
to travel, Amtrak is also energy effi-
cient. Rail travel is more energy effi-
cient and uses less fuel than cars or 
airplanes. According to the U.S. De-
partment of Energy data, Amtrak is 17 
percent more efficient than domestic 
airline travel and 21 percent more effi-
cient than automobile travel. 

Passenger rail also reduces global 
warming. The average passenger rail 
train produces 60 percent lower carbon 
emissions than cars and 50 percent less 
than airplanes. 

In the fiscal year 2007, Amtrak car-
ried more than 25.8 million passengers, 
the fifth straight year of record rider-
ship. Like its ridership gains, Amtrak’s 
fiscal performance has improved as 
well, posting $1.5 billion in ticket rev-
enue. A gain of 10 percent. 

On May 10, Amtrak celebrated Na-
tional Train Day by holding events 
throughout the country showcasing in-
terests in the passenger rail and its im-
portance to the Nation. I celebrated 
National Train Day by holding events 
throughout my district, including press 
conferences and events in Jacksonville, 
Winter Park, and at the Sanford Auto 
Train station. Every event had a great 
turnout showing strong support for 
Amtrak, and I got to hear firsthand ac-
counts of people who use Amtrak every 
day to go to work, visit friends and 
families all over the country. 
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Congress also showed strong support 

for Amtrak and passenger rail by pass-
ing legislation supporting Amtrak 
Train Day by a vote of 415–0. 

Fifty years ago, President Eisen-
hower created the National Highway 
System which changed the way we 
travel in this country. Today, we need 
to do the same thing with passenger 
rail and make the level of investment 
necessary for it to become even more 
successful in the future. 

I was in New Orleans this weekend 
with Speaker NANCY PELOSI, and at a 
press conference the Speaker stated 
the importance of investing in rail in-
frastructure. She stated that it is not 
only important to offer alternatives to 
highway travel, but is critical for 
transporting citizens out of harm’s way 
during national disasters. 

The United States used to be the best 
passenger rail service in the world. 
Now we are the caboose, and they don’t 
even use cabooses any more. The Amer-
ican people deserve better. I believe 
this Amtrak Reauthorization will go a 
long way to restore the U.S. to its 
rightful place as a world leader in pas-
senger rail. Going to conference with 
the Senate is the next major step in 
bringing our Nation’s intercity pas-
senger rail into the 21st century. 

I encourage all of my colleagues to 
support this suspension bill which will 
allow the House and Senate to go to 
conference on Amtrak. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I 
yield for unanimous consent to the 
gentlewoman from New York (Mrs. 
MALONEY). 

(Mrs. MALONEY of New York asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in strong support of S. 
294, high speed rail, incredibly impor-
tant in Amtrak. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of S. 294, 
the Passenger Rail Investment and Improve-
ment Act. As a New Yorker, I strongly support 
making travel easier, safer, and more afford-
able for my constituents and for all Americans 
who choose this method of travel. This bill 
mandates that preference be given to rail 
projects that have high levels of projected rid-
ership and punctuality which will include the 
development of a high speed rail project be-
tween Washington and New York City. S. 294 
serves to improve not only the quality of serv-
ice on the most popular rail line in the country, 
but also will increase the availability and ac-
cessibility of mass transit to individuals. In this 
era of skyrocketing energy costs and global 
warming, encouraging the development of effi-
cient mass transit options is very important to 
improve our economy and protect our environ-
ment. 

As a frequent Amtrak user, I know how im-
portant it is for rail service in the Northeast 
Corridor to be in a constant state of ‘‘good re-
pair.’’ I am sure that thousands of my fellow 
passengers, men and women traveling for 
business or personal reasons on this popular 
railway also will appreciate this requirement. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, we 
have no further speakers on our side. 
We’re prepared to close after the gen-

tleman from Florida has concluded on 
his side. 

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker, I do have 
two additional speakers. One is the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
LATOURETTE), the former chairman of 
the Rail Subcommittee and now the 
ranking Republican of the Coast Guard 
Committee, for as much time as he 
may consume. 

Mr. LATOURETTE. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

And I want to add my congratula-
tions to Mr. OBERSTAR and Mr. MICA as 
the leaders of our full committee and 
Ms. BROWN and Mr. SHUSTER, the lead-
ers of the subcommittee, for getting to 
this point. 

And I won’t rehash all of the good 
things about this bill that have already 
been mentioned, but I want to high-
light two things. One is thanks to some 
good work by Mr. Kummant who is now 
the head of Amtrak. We had a number 
of labor organizations who were oper-
ating without contracts for 8 years. 
And now those contracts have been 
tentatively settled, and Mr. Kummant 
is working hard, together with author-
izations contained in this bill, money 
set aside, and perhaps appropriations 
for the Congress to implement those 
agreements, and clearly that’s a good 
step forward, not only for the travel-
ling public but for Amtrak and for peo-
ple who work on the airlines. 

And the second thing I want to high-
light is sort of the hidden treasure of 
this bill, and that is the $350 million a 
year each year for 5 years. Again, the 
brainstorm of the chairman, Mr. OBER-
STAR, to implement high-speed inter-
city rail transportation in this coun-
try. 

And I thought that it’s more than 
symbolic that the fellow who was 
Speaker pro tem for most of the ses-
sion this morning, Mr. JACKSON of Chi-
cago, should be replaced by Mrs. TUBBS 
JONES of Cleveland. And wouldn’t it be 
wonderful to have a high-speed corridor 
go from Chicago, Illinois, to Cleveland, 
Ohio, and give people who are choking 
on the high cost of gasoline who don’t 
want to fly that short distance to have 
the opportunity to go 120, 130, 150 miles 
an hour between Chicago and Cleve-
land. And that’s the vision that Mr. 
MICA has talked about, and that’s the 
vision that Mr. OBERSTAR has imple-
mented in this bill. 

It’s a good piece of legislation, and it 
is really going to put the United States 
on the right track, as it were, and I’m 
grateful for all of your hard work. 

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to yield for as much time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS). 

Mr. SHAYS. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding again. Mr. OBERSTAR, 
thank you, and, Mr. MICA, thank you 
for working together. 

When we see energy prices going 
through the ceiling, it is logical we 
would think in much different ways 
than we have in the past. Obviously, we 
want conservation. We want to see that 

our minivans, SUVs, cars, and trucks 
get better mileage. We want to see al-
ternative forms of energy: wind, solar, 
geothermal. We want to see more effi-
ciencies in electric generation, and we 
want to see greater production and 
more increase in supply. 

I happen to think we need to be drill-
ing off our coasts, much like Canada 
does, and supply natural gas for the 
New England area from its off-the- 
coast drilling off of Canada. But we 
also need public transportation. 

We need high-speed transportation. It 
is a mystery to me how Amtrak could 
have built a high speed, a faster train 
that doesn’t work properly. The Acela 
can’t be used for what it was intended 
to be used for. It doesn’t go faster be-
cause it can’t tilt. It’s three inches too 
wide. That speaks, I think, to Mr. MICA 
and others who suggest that we need to 
bring the private sector in to assist 
Amtrak. 

More money for Amtrak makes 
sense. More public transportation for 
the American people makes sense. 
High-speed trains are long overdue. 
And I thank my colleagues for their ef-
forts. 

Mr. MICA. If I may, I would yield 
myself the balance of the time on our 
side. 

In closing, let me address a couple of 
comments that have been made. First, 
Ms. BROWN was surprised to hear me 
speaking in favor of Amtrak reauthor-
ization. And probably there are some 
people turning over in their graves 
that have since gone on to their higher 
rewards hearing me speak about that. 
But I have long been an advocate of 
public transit, transit alternatives, 
high-speed rail. 

What I am not an advocate of is not 
good stewardship of the money that 
the hardworking Americans send to us. 
And people must realize we subsidize 
right now Amtrak to the tune of every 
single ticket sold to the tune of $50.12. 
Just take the number of passengers 
last year and divide it by the $1.2 bil-
lion given by Congress. So we’ve got to 
find a way to cut down that subsidiza-
tion. We’ve got to find a way to actu-
ally get the most cost-effective trans-
portation and make it available. 

b 1615 
So it’s not sometimes how much 

money we spend. It’s how we spend it. 
The reason I support this bill is be-

cause it has long-overdue reforms in it. 
Some of them deal with accounting and 
finance that Members don’t want to 
hear about right now and mundane 
things. They may be mundane, but it 
will let us know what the bottom line 
is. 

I come from a business background. 
I’m not an attorney. I want to know 
what the bottom line is, the cost, and 
we’ll be able to determine the sum of 
Amtrak’s finances, which we haven’t 
been able to determine the costs in the 
past. We will be able to cut down that 
subsidization. 

We will be able to bring in the pri-
vate sector. Heaven forbid we should 
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have some of these routes—we can’t 
tell how much they’re costing us now 
exactly, and some routes, I hate to tell 
you exactly, some tickets are being un-
derwritten as much as $300 per ticket 
according to the Government Account-
ability Office. 

But that being said, how do we get 
the subsidization down and the relief 
for the taxpayers? And that’s through 
some competition. This bill does pro-
vide, and the other body’s also pro-
vided, for bringing in some competi-
tion. Let’s see if it can be done for less, 
for a lower subsidy and cost effectively 
because we do want to provide trans-
portation. 

If you think people want transpor-
tation now, when we get through with 
this aviation crisis this year, they have 
already dropped 100 airports across the 
country or will drop by the end of the 
year in service because of high fuel 
costs. There will be an even greater de-
mand for passenger rail service. 

So we look at how we can do it most 
cost effectively. That should be the 
name of the game here, again, with 
these hardworking folks sending us 
their cash to expend it. 

And this will never happen, even with 
the authorization. This authorization 
is a 5-year authorization, I believe in 
the neighborhood of $14 billion, give or 
take a billion here or there today, but 
$14 billion. Just do the math. If we’re 
going from a $1.2 billion to a $1.9 bil-
lion subsidy and have $6 billion in 
backlog, plus they have debt, you can’t 
make the kind of substantial improve-
ments, say, for high-speed service that 
will cost billions of dollars. Only the 
private sector, in partnership with the 
Federal Government and again the 
State partners and others, can make 
that happen. 

So that’s the vision we have for mak-
ing that happen, for putting in place 
the reforms that we need in Amtrak as 
far as its finances and getting better 
operations. 

Let me also tell you an interesting 
thing I learned today. I never knew 
this. Today I was told that by author-
izing this legislation for the first time 
in 11 years, listen to this, we will actu-
ally, by having authorization, the bond 
markets and finance markets will 
lower the amount that we have to pay, 
that the taxpayer has to pay, for the 
bonds and for the indebtedness that we 
already have for Amtrak. So we win 
again. Taxpayers will win again. We 
will have to pay less. We’re paying 
about $300 million a year, I think, on 
bonded indebtedness in Amtrak, if my 
numbers are correct. So we win again 
with this reauthorization, those that 
are fiscal hawks like myself. 

Finally, labor, how did somebody like 
a conservative Member from Florida 
sell this to some people in labor, and I 
said, When I came to Congress 16 years 
ago there were 28,000 people working 
for Amtrak. Today, there are 19,000 and 
the number is going down. Mr. 
LATOURETTE just talked about labor 
fighting with the Amtrak board to get 

their salary and wages when their 
brothers and sisters in the unions that 
represented the freight railroads were 
getting higher pay, better working con-
ditions, better benefits, and settling 
with the private sector. They got it all. 

So we can do that for people with the 
proposal that we have here, and we 
have the hope for more employment, a 
better transportation system, with 
benefits to the public and taking our 
asset, that asset that we’re sitting on, 
the Northeast Corridor, and expanding 
it, making it something positive by 
any stretch of the imagination. 

So with those couple of comments, 
Madam Speaker, I look forward to see-
ing high-speed rail because this will be 
a model, if we succeed in the Northeast 
Corridor, also for Speaker pro tem 
TUBBS JONES’ communities that she 
serves, we can have a model, not just in 
the Northeast Corridor that Amtrak 
owns, but for communities throughout 
the Nation where it makes sense. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield myself the 

balance of our time, and in the interest 
of bringing this matter to resolution so 
that we can very quickly yet this after-
noon move to go to conference with the 
Senate and appoint conferees, I will 
suspend my 1-hour speech on behalf of 
Amtrak and simply express, again, my 
appreciation to the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. BROWN) for her 
evangelization of Amtrak, and to the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MICA) for 
his thorough discourse on the subject 
of Amtrak. 

Suffice it to say, 52 years ago, I trav-
eled to Europe for a graduate study 
program, traveled from Minneapolis to 
Chicago on the Milwaukee 400, 400 
miles in 400 minutes. You can’t fly 
there in 400 minutes today. In Europe, 
I traveled from Paris to Brussels in 6 
hours by train. Today, that’s an 80- 
minute trip. If we can close the gap be-
tween Minneapolis and Chicago to 80 
minutes, from Chicago to Cleveland in 
2 hours or so, and New York to Wash-
ington, in the vision of the gentleman 
from Florida, in under 2 hours, then we 
will have accomplished something 
truly significant for today, for today’s 
generation, for future generations. 

And we will do that when we get to 
the conference on this bill and we will 
produce a meaningful and lasting ben-
efit for America. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speaker, re-
storing passenger rail service to one of the 
most densely-populated urban corridors in 
Ohio—Cleveland-Columbus-Cincinnati—is an 
idea beyond overdue at the station. This cor-
ridor is at the heart of a potentially vibrant 
passenger rail system in Ohio, a fact borne 
out by a number of studies dating back as far 
as the 1980’s. 

Public demand is growing for transportation 
choices in Ohio. Significant anecdotal evi-
dence around the United States suggests that 
even basic passenger rail service such as this 
would draw heavy ridership and grow the de-
mand for more service. 

Today, the reality of ever-higher gasoline 
prices and their impact on the everyday mobil-

ity of our fellow Ohioans and on Ohio’s econ-
omy makes the restoration of rail passenger 
service in Ohio a critical transportation need. 

We are hearing from our constituents in-
creasingly that ‘‘pain at the pump’’ leaves 
them few or only expensive options to travel 
on business, and to access everything from 
education to jobs to medical care. 

Since January of 2007 alone, the average 
price of unleaded gas in Cleveland has gone 
up 72 percent. In some cases, Ohioans are 
seeing more and more of their incomes going 
to feed their car and cutting into other life ne-
cessities. 

A recent study by the Ohio Rail Association 
discussed the economic impact that high- 
speed rail would have on Ohio and the sur-
rounding region. Here are just a few of the 
benefits of high-speed rail in Ohio: A seven 
corridor high-speed rail system in Ohio would 
save $9.4 million in fuel per year; there would 
be approximately 1.1 million annual riders just 
out of Cleveland alone by 2025; and it would 
provide 16,700 permanent jobs as well as 
6,100 temporary jobs to build the rail system. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to vote for the 
passage of this bill to move Amtrak forward 
with high-speed rail. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
JONES of Ohio). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
Senate bill, S. 294, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the Senate 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE PEARL HARBOR 
NAVAL SHIPYARD 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 1139) 
recognizing the 100th anniversary of 
the Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard and 
congratulating the men and women 
who provide exceptional service to our 
military and keep our Pacific Fleet 
‘‘fit to fight’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1139 

Whereas Congress established the Pearl 
Harbor Naval Shipyard on May 13, 1908, and 
it has grown from a ‘‘coaling and repair sta-
tion’’ to being known as the ‘‘No Ka Oi Ship-
yard’’ and a national treasure that is strate-
gically important to our Nation and equally 
vital to Hawaii; 

Whereas during World War II, shipyard 
workers earned the motto, ‘‘We keep them 
fit to fight’’, by resurrecting the United 
States Pacific Fleet from the bottom of 
Pearl Harbor, helping turn the tide of the 
war at Midway, and maintaining the ships 
that would ultimately win victory at sea and 
sail triumphantly into Tokyo Bay; 

Whereas the shipyard has demonstrated its 
diverse capabilities by supporting America’s 
space exploration, Antarctic expeditions, 
and national missile defense; 
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