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It is my sincere hope that as we honor the
34th anniversary of Turkey’s invasion of Cy-
prus that we are closer to the end of the occu-
pation than to the beginning.

HONORING MIKE WAGNER
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 23, 2008

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Mike Wagner upon his
retirement as the Captain of the Stanislaus
County Sheriffs Reserve. Mr. Wagner will be
honored at the Stanislaus Sheriff's Posse
Rodeo on June 14, 2008.

Mike Wagner was born in Yuba City, Cali-
fornia but was raised in Newman, California.
In 1965 he joined the United States Air Force
and served for 3 years. After leaving the Air
Force, he moved back home and joined the
Stanislaus County Sheriffs Department. Since
then, he has documented over 25,000 volun-
teer hours for the reserve unit. He has held an
administrative position within the reserve unit
for over 25 years and was the Reserve Cap-
tain for 16 years.

Mr. Wagner has contributed greatly to the
Sheriff's Department through the Reserves
and has received many accolades for his ef-
forts. In 1972, Mr. Wagner was a founding
member of the Sheriffs mounted unit. He has
chaired the Sheriffs Posse Rodeo to raise
money for the Reserve Organization. In 1980
he received commendation for water rescue
and for presidential protection. He has re-
ceived commendation by the Modesto Rotary,
the California State Sheriffs Association Meet-
ing for services provided, California State Uni-
versity, Stanislaus and was selected three
times as the Stanislaus County Reserve Offi-
cer of the Year. He has been certified for
mounted patrol and was sworn as a level one
officer in 1996. In 1997, Mr. Wagner was se-
lected by the California Reserve Peace Officer
Association as the state Reserve Officer of the
Year. He also received the 2004 Stanislaus
County Sheriff's Department Medal of Merit.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
and congratulate Mike Wagner upon his retire-
ment from the Stanislaus County Sheriffs Re-
serve. | invite my colleagues to join me in
wishing Mr. Wagner many years of continued
success.

——————

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF FOWLER

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 23, 2008

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the City of Fowler, California on
the celebration of their 100th anniversary this
past June 15, 2008.

The City of Fowler owes its name to Thom-
as Fowler, the first businessman to ship cattle
from the Central Pacific Railroad line ten miles
south of the city of Fresno, California in 1872
where Fowler now exists. The city was offi-
cially incorporated on June 15, 1908.

Among the many historic highlights for this
thriving community include establishing a large

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

irrigation canal from the Kings River and incor-
porating it as the Fowler Switch Canal in
1881; having the sole store owner in town, Mr.
John Gentry assume the role of Postmaster in
1882 instituting the first rural delivery in the
entire area, and being home to the oldest
house of worship of the Armenian Apostolic
Faith anywhere in the United States through
St. Gregory’s Armenian Apostolic Church es-
tablished in Fowler in 1908.

Relying mainly on agriculture as a signifi-
cant economic base, this small town in the
San Joaquin Valley is known for harvesting
citrus fruits, grapes, and fresh market fruits
among other crops. Fowler is also the home of
processing fruit plants which are part of their
thriving industrial business corridor that con-
tinues to expand.

Commonly referred to as “one of Fresno
County’s best kept secrets” the residents of
Fowler are proud of the small-town feel to
their community and the family-centered life-
style. Fowler’s local leaders praise their ‘well-
kept neighborhoods, attractive downtown,
highly acclaimed school district and quality af-
fordable housing’ as gemstones of their com-
munity.

It is indeed a pleasure for me to congratu-
late the City of Fowler on their centennial cele-
bration as | am truly honored to represent this
little city in the House of Representatives. |
wish the community continued success and
many more years of tradition for all who al-
ready live here and those who choose to
make Fowler their home in the future.

RECOGNIZING OKALOOSA COUNTY

SHERIFF'S DEPUTY ANTHONY
FORGIONE
HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 23, 2008

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on
behalf of the United States Congress, | rise
today in recognition of Deputy Anthony
Forgione of the Okaloosa County Sheriffs Of-
fice, who was slain in the line of duty on July
22nd. My deepest condolences go out to Dep-
uty Forgione’s family and friends as they
mourn his untimely loss.

Deputy Forgione, a former Fort Walton
Beach Police officer, was just two days shy of
his three-year anniversary with the Okaloosa
county Sheriff’'s office. He was killed when he
and two other deputies, all members of the
Special Response Team, went into a home to
apprehend a suspect who had walked out of
a mental health evaluation. The suspect fired
at the team with a shotgun, fatally wounding
Deputy Forgione. He was only 33 years old
and is survived by his wife and two daughters,
ages 5 and 10. Deputy Forgione’s death
marks the first time in the history of the Sher-
iff's Department a deputy was killed in the line
of duty and has shocked a community proud
of that history. The funeral service for Anthony
Forgione is set for 2:00 p.m. on July 26th at
the Niceville Assembly of God in Niceville, FL.

The Northwest Florida Daily News reported
that when summarizing what happened during
yesterday’s early morning events and the
manner in which his deputies responded to
the incident, Okaloosa County Sheriff Charlie
Morris said, “Sometimes, it just goes wrong.
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Sometimes in doing our job, we lose people.
They did their job well this morning, and they
did it well. It's just gut-wrenching.” When
speaking of Deputy Forgione, specifically, he
stated, “He was a professional, a true profes-
sional and he loved his SRT team.”

As Sheriff Morris and the rest of the local
law enforcement community deal with the loss
of one of ‘their own’, he said, “It just gets in
the deepest part of your stomach and turns it
upside down”. As a former Deputy Sheriff my-
self, | can attest to the pain the whole depart-
ment is feeling at this time and my heart goes
out to them.

Madam Speaker, the communities of
Okaloosa County have reason to be proud of
Deputy Forgione and | am humbled to have
the honor of representing those people. Vicki
and | will keep Anthony’s entire family, espe-
cially his wife, Jessica and his young daugh-
ters, in our thoughts and prayers. | hope all
the people of Northwest Florida and our Na-
tion do the same. On behalf of the United
States Congress, | am proud to recognize the
unheralded bravery of Deputy Anthony
Forgione and wish to honor his exemplary
service to the Okaloosa County community.
May God bless Deputy Forgione and all those
who serve in law enforcement to protect our
communities.

—————

INCREASED DIALOGUE BETWEEN
GREEK AND TURKISH CYPRIOTS

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 23, 2008

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, recognizing in-
creased dialogue between Greek Cypriot and
Turkish Cypriots, and Turkey’s support for a
peaceful resolution on Cyprus, it is encour-
aging to see positive steps being taken to re-
unify the island.

A recent Washington Times editorial out-
lines the importance of building on progress
being made and explains how the U.S. can
contribute to this process.

NEEDING AN EXCUSE FOR SUCCESS
[From the Washington Times, July 22, 2008]

The divided island of Cyprus confirms the
axiom that political leaders occasionally
need excuses for success. The United States
should give newly elected Greek Cypriot
President Demetris Christofias an excuse to
negotiate the reunification of the island with
Turkish Cypriot President Mehmet Ali Talat
by breaking the international embargo on
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus
(TRNC) through direct transportation, trade,
telecommunications and sporting links.

Cyprus fractured between Greek Cypriot
and Turkish Cypriot de facto sovereignties
in 1963 following the demise of the 1960 con-
stitution. Since then, Greek Cypriot leaders
have lacked any political incentive to com-
promise from a position of domination be-
cause the Greek Cypriot south has enjoyed
exclusive international recognition while
Turkish Cypriots have suffered from polit-
ical isolation and economic strangulation.
The Greek Cypriot south is represented at
the United Nations. It enjoys diplomatic re-
lations with every nation but the Republic of
Turkey. It represents the entire island at
international sporting or cultural events.
Greek Cypriot intransigence has carried no
penalty. Indeed, stubbornness has been re-
warded by the international community
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