July 30, 2008

SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, |
stand once again before this House with yet
another Sunset Memorial.

It is July 30, 2008 in the land of the free and
the home of the brave, and before the sun set
today in America, almost 4,000 more defense-
less unborn children were killed by abortion on
demand. That's just today, Madam Speaker.
That's more than the number of innocent lives
lost on September 11 in this country, only it
happens every day.

It has now been exactly 12,973 days since
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first
handed down. Since then, the very foundation
of this Nation has been stained by the blood
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some
of them, Mr. Speaker, cried and screamed as
they died, but because it was amniotic fluid
passing over the vocal cords instead of air, we
couldn’t hear them.

All of them had at least 4 things in common.
First, they were each just little babies who had
done nothing wrong to anyone, and each one
of them died a nameless and lonely death.
And each one of their mothers, whether she
realizes it or not, will never be quite the same.
And all the gifts that these children might have
brought to humanity are now lost forever. Yet
even in the glare of such tragedy, this genera-
tion still clings to a blind, invincible ignorance
while history repeats itself and our own silent
genocide mercilessly annihilates the most
helpless of all victims, those yet unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it's time for those
of us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of
why we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson
said, “The care of human life and its happi-
ness and not its destruction is the chief and
only object of good government.” The phrase
in the 14th Amendment capsulizes our entire
Constitution. It says, “No State shall deprive
any person of life, liberty or property without
due process of law.” Madam Speaker, pro-
tecting the lives of our innocent citizens and
their constitutional rights is why we are all
here.

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth
that all human beings are created equal and
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has
ever faced can be traced to our commitment
to this core, self-evident truth.

It has made us the beacon of hope for the
entire world. Madam Speaker, it is who we
are.

And yet today another day has passed, and
we in this body have failed again to honor that
foundational commitment. We have failed our
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died today without
the protection we should have given them.

So Madam Speaker, let me conclude this
Sunset Memorial in the hope that perhaps
someone new who heard it tonight will finally
embrace the truth that abortion really does Kill
little babies; that it hurts mothers in ways that
we can never express; and that 12,973 days
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children
in America is enough; and that it is time that
we stood up together again, and remembered
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that we are the same America that rejected
human slavery and marched into Europe to ar-
rest the Nazi Holocaust; and we are still cou-
rageous and compassionate enough to find a
better way for mothers and their unborn ba-
bies than abortion on demand.

Madam Speaker, as we consider the plight
of unborn America tonight, may we each re-
mind ourselves that our own days in this sun-
shine of life are also numbered and that all too
soon each one of us will walk from these
Chambers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our
human and our constitutional duty to protect
these, the least of our tiny, litte American
brothers and sisters from this murderous
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on
demand.

It is July 30, 2008, 12,973 days since Roe
versus Wade first stained the foundation of
this Nation with the blood of its own children;
this in the land of the free and the home of the
brave.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

————————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H. CON. RES.
362

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to have
my name removed as a cosponsor of H.
Con. Res. 362.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

—————
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I was unable to cast a vote on the
following legislative measure on July
15, 2008. If I were present for the roll
call vote, I would have voted ‘‘yes’ on
the following: Rollcall vote 491, July
15, 2008.

———

REPUBLICAN FRESHMAN
QUARTERLY REPORT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. MCCARTHY) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Mr. McCARTHY of California.
Madam Speaker, tonight we come with
a quarterly report from the freshmen
Republicans. This is something that we
promised to do when we were first
elected, and we continue to do it each
and every quarter because we want to
come back to the American people and
tell them what their House is doing.
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Tonight, for many of you and many
of your houses it might be summer
school, and last week I just got my
daughter and my sons’ report cards.
They did very well, if you were con-
cerned about that, Mr. HELLER. But
what the report will be from this Con-
gress on this night is not good.

In less than 2 days, this House is
scheduled to adjourn; adjourn without
solving the energy crisis, or even al-
lowing a vote on this floor. So tonight
as the freshmen Republicans come to
you to talk about this quarterly re-
port, something has happened in the
last 2 weeks.

You know, in the minority party
here, Madam Speaker, one thing that
these freshmen Republicans will do is
they don’t sit back.

0O 2115

Even if the majority party, the
Democratic controlled House here, will
not allow a vote on the floor, we be-
lieve the American people are hurting;
we understand the American people are
hurting when it comes to the energy
crisis with the price of gas over $4 a
gallon, the heating fuel costs which
continues to not only hurt the individ-
uals, but it hurts the nonprofits, it
hurts the school districts. As we con-
tinue to move forward, some districts
in my area are talking about even
maybe going to 4 days a week, some
are talking about charging if the kids
want to even ride the bus to school. So
we talked about, how can we go about
helping America? How can we help
solve this problem?

So collectively as freshmen and as
Republicans, we got together along
with our leader, Mr. John Boehner
from Ohio, and we decided, let’s go on
the all-American energy tour and let’s
actually sit down and talk to some ex-
perts.

So not last weekend, but the week-
end before, we went together to Gold-
en, Colorado. In Golden, Colorado they
have the National Renewable Energy
Laboratory from the Department of
Energy. Here, they study from wind,
from solar, to hybrids, to hydrogen
cars. We drove them. We looked at
them. We went through with the bio-
mass, different ways about where the
future will go in energy and how we
can actually become independent and
have an American energy program that
creates American jobs. Because, as
many of you know, in America today
we use 20 million barrels of oil a day
but we only produce 7. So to solve this
problem, we really need all of the
above. We need more wind, we need
more solar, we need to actually be able
to conserve more, but we also have to
be able to explore more.

So just as we went out and looked at
the renewable energy and we looked to
where you build the windmills; you
build them where the wind blows.
Where do you put out the solar panels?
You put them out where the sun
shines. Where do you explore for o0il?
Where it is, underground.
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