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World Quest Project, and the Spirit of EAA
Friendship World Tour. He established the
Dick Rutan Scholarship Fund to assist youth
in furthering their education and is actively in-
volved in the Experimental Aircraft Associa-
tion’s Science, Math and Technology (S-M-T)
program.

Today, Dick continues his quest of traveling
the world by educating others through the ac-
counts of his many adventures. He exudes
dedicated passion, courage of conviction, and
wisdom and he exemplifies the true marks of
leadership. His distinguished achievements
have gained him renowned recognition and re-
spect, and | am pleased to wish him a happy
birthday!

STEINHAGEN OIL COMPANY
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 31, 2008

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, today | am
proud to honor the Steinhagen Oil Company,
for their commitment to community service has
earned them the 2008 Spindletop Award for
outstanding corporate citizenship.

The Steinhagen Oil Company is a third gen-
eration, family owned business that owns over
25 gasoline stations across Southeast Texas
and supplies numerous others with unbranded
fuel. E. Harvey Steinhagen founded the com-
pany and began selling fuel in the 1930’s.
They currently employ over 200 workers
across the region.

The Steinhagen Family has a long history of
community service. Mark Steinhagen served
as Chairman of the Board of the Beaumont
Chamber of Commerce from 1970-71 and en-
couraged a focus on economic development
efforts. His son Roy is the current Chairman
and Chief Operations Officer for the company.
He helped raise $2.6 million for the construc-
tion of a new Salvation Army building. Roy is
currently the President of the Lamar University
Foundation and is a member of the Texas
State Bank advisory board of directors, the
Jefferson Theatre Preservation Society, and
the advisory board of trustees of Christus St.
Elizabeth Hospital.

On behalf of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas, | applaud the Steinhagen Oil
Company on its outstanding achievement.
They have helped make our world a better
place to live, and | applaud their unwavering
service and dedication to the community.

71ST ANNUAL SOAP BOX DERBY

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 31, 2008

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the winners and all the
participants in the 71st annual All-American
Soap Box Derby World Championship at
Derby Downs in Akron, Ohio, on July 26,
2008.

A record 609 contestants from forty three
states and three foreign countries competed at
the legendary Derby Downs for the title of
Champion. This race is held annually at Derby
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Downs, which was created in 1936 by the
Works Progress Administration (WPA) after
Akron city leaders realized that a permanent
track for the race was necessary. The racers,
all between the ages of eight and seventeen,
compete in six different divisions. All of the
cars are powered only by gravity and built by
the racers. The racers can reach speeds of
thirty miles an hour and the races usually last
less than thirty seconds and are decided by
mere hundredths of seconds.

| am pleased to note that Elizabeth Under-
wood, 17, of Barberton, placed 3rd in the Mas-
ters division, Joe Puntal, 14, of Youngstown
placed 3rd in the Super Stock division, and
Johanna Barnowski, 11, of Cuyahoga Falls
placed 1st in the Stock division.

Other Akron area racers who participated
were Katie Atchison, Brett Chrisman, Dustin
Chrisman, Emily Harmon, Tyler Shoff, Sarah
Smith, Dennis VanFossen Jr., Cheyenne Wilt
and Mary-Kate Wilt. Racers from the Youngs-
town area included Zachary Krohn of
Austintown, Johanna Kuebler of Berlin Center,
Julia Castner of Hubbard, Jenn Rodway of
Boardman, and Jamie Berndt of Canfield.

| congratulate all the winners on their ex-
traordinary success and commend all those
who had a part of this great event.

—

IN RECOGNITION OF COLMA CITY
MANAGER DIANE McGRATH

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | would like
to pay tribute this evening to a dedicated pub-
lic servant, Diane McGrath, the City Manager
of the Town of Colma.

Diane retires next month, capping a 36 year
career in municipal government, which began
in Breckenridge, Colorado. She moved to Cali-
fornia in 1985 to serve Foster City as Deputy
Executive Director of the Community Develop-
ment Agency. After seventeen years in that
post, she was hired by Colma as Deputy City
Manager and impressed the City Council
enough to be promoted, two years later, to
City Manager.

During her tenure, Ms. McGrath and her
staff oversaw the design and construction of a
state-of-the-art public safety facility and com-
munity center, completed the reconstruction
and beautification of Junipero Serra Boulevard
and remodeled the Town Hall Council Cham-
ber and rotunda. Most impressive is that all
these projects were accomplished in an era of
ever-tightening municipal budgets.

Ms. McGrath is a member of the Inter-
national City Management Association and
was President of Municipal Management As-
sistants of Northern California. She received a
Bachelor of Arts degree from California State
University, Long Beach and a Master of Arts
from the University of Colorado.

Madam Speaker, Diane McGrath is a role
model to anyone who aspires to a career in
government. She handles her professional re-
sponsibilities with the unflappable grace that
only the mother of 6 children and grandmother
of 4 can pull off. A renaissance woman, Diane
is a brilliant conversation partner, whether the
subject is ballet, politics or Cal football.

While | wish Diane McGrath could continue
in her job forever, she has earned her retire-

August 1, 2008

ment. Along with husband Fred Biagini, she
will travel the world and spend more time with
her large family. In addition, | am confident
that she will continue to be a dynamic force in
her community for many years to come.
—

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN BARROW

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 31, 2008

Mr. BARROW. Madam Speaker, due to a
death in my family, | was absent from the
House of Representatives on Tuesday, July
29, and part of Wednesday, July 30, and
missed several rollcall votes. Had | been
present, | would have voted in the following
manner: H.R. 6445—yes; H.R. 6604—yes; H.
Res. 1370—yes; H.R. 5892—yes; H. Con.
Res. 398—yes; H.R. 2192—yes; H.R. 6113—
yes; and H.R. 2490—yes.

HOLLYWOOD CONSERVATISM
HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 31, 2008

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | would like to submit the following
article published in The Washington Times
newspaper on July 23, 2008. It outlines the
prevalence of conservatism among actors and
leaders in the film and entertainment industry.
Moreover, it is encouraging to learn that sup-
port for our troops and traditional values are
shared by Americans from all walks of life.

HOLLYWOOD’S CONSERVATIVE UNDERGROUND
(By Amy Fagan)

A group of politically conservative and
centrist Hollywood figures organized Dby
actor Gary Sinise and others has been meet-
ing quietly in vrestaurants and private
homes, forming a loose-knit network of en-
tertainers who share common beliefs like
supporting U.S. troops and traditional Amer-
ican values.

Some of those involved are taking more
public steps to counter the entertainment in-
dustry’s tilt toward liberalism and Demo-
cratic politics, such as campaigning for Re-
publican Sen. John McCain or crafting
projects to portray America in a more posi-
tive light.

The group, whose members call themselves
“Friends of Abe” after Abraham Lincoln,
was organized as an underground movement
because of fears that prominent industry ti-
tans with outspoken liberal views would re-
taliate, said participants. They often were
reluctant to name members of the group in
interviews for fear it would hurt their ca-
reers.

“It’s a growing movement, and word is get-
ting out that there’s many of us in this busi-
ness . . .,”” said 1950s singer Pat Boone, one
of the few conservatives to talk about the
movement publicly. “If certain studio
execs—hirers and firers—learn that this is a
movement and growing, and that some of
these people that they hire are of this incli-
nation, these people could be unemployed.”

Friends of Abe has functioned like a sup-
port group, organizing informal gatherings
where actors, producers, screenwriters, key
grips and other industry types can share
common values or discuss concerns like anti-
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