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own destiny when it comes to energy,
and that’s why we need the all-of-the-
above strategy. That’s nuclear, that’s
clean coal technology, that’s making
sure that we use hydroelectric, that we
are producing, that we are making sure
that we have oil and natural gas be-
cause we are going to need that oil,
we’re going to need that natural gas
for the next 20 to 25 years.

We also have to look at the alter-
natives because when we went to
ANWR, we stopped in Colorado and saw
what they were doing out there in the
National Renewable Laboratory deal-
ing with solar, wind, hydrogen, eth-
anol, and biodiesel, and that’s inter-
esting to me because it’s all happening
in my district, the Fifth Congressional
District of Ohio.

Mr. Speaker, it’s time for us to act.

SKYROCKETING GAS PRICES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MURPHY of Connecticut). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. KELLER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KELLER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to discuss the problem
of skyrocketing gas prices. When a sin-
gle mom in Orlando, Florida, is paying
$80 to fill up her minivan, that’s a cri-
sis. The American people deserve some
straight talk, and here it is: The main
component of a price of gasoline at the
pump is crude oil. Crude oil is a com-
modity governed by the law of supply
and demand. Therefore, we must in-
crease our supply and reduce our de-
mand. To increase our supply, where is
the single largest source of untapped
crude oil in the United States? It’s in
Alaska in an area called ANWR, spe-
cifically in a section called 1002.

I recently went to Alaska and toured
the entire northern slope, including the
1002 section of ANWR. I will tell you
why I did. The critics of Alaska o0il
drilling say three things about ANWR:

They say, first, don’t drill there be-
cause there’s only a trivial amount of
oil. Then they tell us that it would
ruin the pristine wilderness. And, fi-
nally, they say don’t do it because it
will hurt the wildlife there, particu-
larly the caribou and the polar bear.
Let me address all three issues head-on
as someone who has personally been
there.

First, is there a trivial amount of oil
there? There’s 10.4 billion barrels of oil
there, according to the United States
Department of Interior. And 10.4 billion
barrels of oil is enough to provide all of
my home State of Florida’s energy
needs for 29 years; 10.4 billion barrels of
oil is enough to pump 1 million barrels
of oil a day every single day for the
next 30 years. Does that sound like a
trivial amount of oil to you?

The next thing we heard is that it’s a
pristine wilderness. You can’t possibly
drill there. Well, I went there. I went
to the town of Kaktovik, the only vil-
lage of ANWR, and I looked out and
was a little surprised by what I saw,
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and I'll tell you what I saw. It was a
flat, barren tundra. It looked like the
surface of the moon, not some rain for-
est-style wilderness. There was not a
tree within 100 miles. And as I stood
there with the leader of Kaktovik, Mr.
Felton Rexford, the leader of the local
Eskimo tribe, I said, ‘““Where are all the
trees? Where’s the wilderness?

He said, ‘‘Congressman, there is no
wilderness here. There are no trees.
The closest tree is over 100 miles
away.”

When you look at the size of ANWR,
19 million acres, the size of South Caro-
lina, you have to realize that the drill-
ing that we’re proposing is in a limited
2,000-acre section of 1002. That means
literally 99.99 percent of ANWR is off-
limits and the tiny area that we would
drill is a flat, frozen, barren tundra. To
put that in perspective, it would be the
size of a stamp on a football field.

The next issue: This would hurt the
wildlife, particularly caribou and polar
bear. Well, there are 800,000 caribou in
Alaska, 5,000 polar bear. I saw them
both on my trip. I can tell you the
numbers for both are up over the last
30 years, each and every year, accord-
ing to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice. In fact, next door to ANWR is
Prudhoe Bay, which is an existing oil
field that’s owned by the State, and we
had caribou there in the mid 1970s to
the tune of 3,000. They have increased
since then tenfold up to 30,000.

So if those reasons aren’t valid, what
are the real reasons we are not drilling
in ANWR? Well, here is a quote from
the head of the Sierra Club, Mr. Carl
Pope, and he says, “We are better off
without cheap gas.” Better off without
cheap gas. Tell the single mom paying
$80 to fill up her minivan that she’s
better off without cheap gas. Tell the
airline employees who all just lost
their jobs that they’re better off with-
out cheap gas. Tell the small business
employees who were just laid off that
their families are better off without
cheap gas. Tell the public school super-
intendent that had to switch to a 4-day
week because he can’t afford the
money for the buses that our children
are better off without cheap gas.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
are hurting. We want you to put the or-
dinary Americans above the radical
fringe environmental groups. We want
you to give us an up-or-down vote on
the American Energy Act. We want
you to do it this September before tak-
ing another vacation and take care of
business.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. TIM
MURPHY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

ENERGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Indiana (Mr. SOUDER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, there are
a number of points I want to talk
about tonight on energy. But first I
want to say that sometimes people get
the feeling that we Republicans refer
to alternative energy as something
that’s kind of window dressing because
all we want to do is drill.

I have been working with alternative
energy issues for over a decade here in
Congress. In my district we now have
the largest integrated soy diesel plant
in the world that Dreyfus has put near
Claypool just outside of Warsaw, Indi-
ana. I recently gave an award that I
have, a Johnny Appleseed award, who’s
actually a real person buried in Ft.
Wayne, to a local company, Sweet-
water Music, which is the greatest on-
line music company in the TUnited
States and in the world because it
looks like they are going to be cer-
tified as the first gold business building
in the State of Indiana, at full green
standards, first gold higher than plat-
inum. And they’re doing it and they
did it in a way and the reason I wanted
to highlight them is they can pay for
the cost of their building with what
they’ve saved in energy. I mean it pays
for itself. A green building does not
have to be a drawback.

At the same time, Merry Lea Envi-
ronmental Learning Center done by
Goshen College also has a platinum
standard building. I believe that the
wind power is a real alternative.
Parker-Hannifin in New Haven, Indi-
ana, I have an earmark set aside to
help them with their project. They do
coolant systems, and they believe they
can get 20 to 40 percent more energy
out of each wind turbine by changing
the coolant standards. I have worked
with solar energy in my district. Water
Furnace, a company just highlighted in
the New York Times in the last week,
by recycling water for heating and
cooling, can save an untold number of
power plants in the United States if we
do that. Nevertheless, representing the
number one manufacturing district in
the United States.

Let me just say this: We need coal,
nuclear, and drilling as well as all
these alternative energies. I have the
largest pickup plant in the world that
does the Silverado and the Sierra. You
aren’t going to power this if we don’t
have enough oil and gas. I have two
huge SDI steel plants that take more
energy to make the steel than cities of
probably 75,000 to 100,000, possibly even
double that, to 200,000, and everything
in those cities to power those steel
plants. Five new core facilities.
Valbruna Steel. We aren’t going to do
this with a windmill standing up.
Those are supplemental power systems.

But if we’re not going to have every
company moving to China, we have to
have more energy in this country. The
motor homes are not going to be pow-
ered by a little solar panel. And they’re
getting hammered right now, and 58
percent are in my district. The inter-
national trucks are not going to be
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