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if you can find a sound moral and ethical
way to help us continue our contribution to
our community and our neighbors please
strive for that.

Thanks for your service.

DENNIS, Blackfoot.

First it is nice to hear that the Senate is
at least thinking about it but I have to say
that if the Senate needs families to write a
few paragraphs to explain what impact these
conditions are placing on the American fam-
ily then I am not sure the Senate is in touch
with reality as they should be.

I have worked hard all my life and have
provided well for my family. I am very
thankful for the opportunities given me. I
know that with hard work, kindness for our
fellow man we will continue to do well. How-
ever, these impacts will be negative in the
long run. They are putting undue stress on
my family, on my life and every discussion
everyday is about these prices and the af-
fects it has on every aspect of the economy.
There will be less productivity, less edu-
cation, more broken families due to the fi-
nancial stress and probably most important
less faith in our system.

The American public has a government in
place that has become so out of touch with
who it represents that I am not sure any-
thing will or can be done. There is too much
greed and dishonesty in our government sys-
tem and those that lead this country are in
it for their own prosperity and not the pros-
perity and best interests of the people. I feel
the liberals only want power and control.
And I am not sure what the Republicans rep-
resent anymore.

These energy prices impact every aspect of
our lives, security and well being. If our gov-
ernment will not do the right thing imme-
diately then there will be ramifications be-
yond belief and for generations to come. I am
sure you know this but I hope you do . . .
Our forefathers would have never have let
this happen. We would be totally inde-
pendent of all foreign control. They would
have known the liberty and safety of this
country would be at jeopardy.

Best Regards,
DAVID.

Today, I was in a grocery store where the
fellow in line in front of me bought a small
bag of tomatoes for $7.00. Tomatoes are not
in season here, and have to be shipped from
California. The clerk said we will no longer
be able to buy Cyrus O’Leary pies, as the
company is located in Spokane, almost 100
miles away, and they are no longer willing to
deliver further than 30 miles. We are going to
have to change our ways of living, buying
more locally produced goods. There is great
opportunity here for new local businesses.
People are going to have to once again learn
how to eat the food that is in season. Maybe
local butcher shops will once again thrive,
and be able to compete with the giant
slaughter houses. None of this local eco-
nomic development will happen if we once
again are able to buy cheap gas.

I do not favor anything that will bring the
price of gas down. Our own natural reserves
of oil in the ground should be saved for fu-
ture generations to be used in manufacturing
and other basic industries, instead of being
burned up in internal combustion machines.
I agree with you wholeheartedly that we
need to turn to nuclear (providing there is
adequate resources of uranium) and other
non oil energy sources, and end our depend-
ence on oil. Without the pain involved in
high oil prices, there will not be the will to
make this difficult transition. Please stop
trying to extract the last drop of oil from
the ground so we can have cheap gas, and
start thinking about the future.

JANET.
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This hits the nail on the head, Senator.
Until we cut down on the long-range use of
fuels in this country for private transpor-
tation, the costs will—most likely—continue
to accumulate and even accelerate.

We see it on the highway as semi after
semi tools along burning more fuel that an
equivalent freight train to handle the same
load. Somehow we have to come to grips
with this or we are going to find ourselves ei-
ther walking, or starving, or both.

We see it on the highways and bi-ways of
this country as 4-wheelers burn up fuel for
recreation that could be put to better use.
And, if you so much as suggest this might be
a waste of precious resources, your political
career would be in jeopardy!

I appreciate the positive steps that you
have taken in regard to legislation. The solu-
tions are going to be hard—drill for oil, con-
serve what we have, eliminate unnecessary
trips and combine errands to save gas. And
quit using gasoline for recreational uses.
These are some of the first steps.

But, ultimately, we are going to have to
look deeply at the problem of public trans-
portation in this country. People are too
selfish and too intent on achieving their own
ends to cooperate until the situation be-
comes dire.

But I am sure you will agree that this atti-
tude of ‘‘you will have to pry my dead hands
off the steering wheel (or handlebars) to get
me to stop my wasteful practices” will actu-
ally only cease when we run out of oil or can
no longer afford it. And that will be too late
to do anyone any good.

Limited public transportation options
mean that many of us do not have any
choice but to keep driving and paying those
ever-increasing prices for fuel

RAY.
————
TRIBUTE TO COLONEL ERIC J.
WILBUR

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, it is
my honor to pay tribute today to COL
Eric J. Wilbur, Vice Commander of the
37th Training Wing at Lockland Air
Force Base. On February 1, 2009, Colo-
nel Wilbur will retire after a distin-
guished 20-year military career in
which he has honorably and faithfully
served his country. Among many other
awards, Colonel Wilbur has been deco-
rated with the Legion of Merit, the
Bronze Star, and the Defense Meri-
torious Service Award.

I have always considered it a privi-
lege to highlight the distinguished
service of those men and women serv-
ing in the military, especially when
they have Iowa ties. As an Iowa native
and graduate of Iowa State University,
I am confident that Colonel Wilbur re-
tires not only with the esteem and ad-
miration of his peers, subordinates, and
country but also his hometown of West
Union, IA, and all Towans.

Through his distinguished career,
Colonel Wilbur has been a noteworthy
example of the definition of loyalty,
dedication, and sacrifice. Today I
would like to extend my personal
thanks to Colonel Wilbur for faithfully
serving his country with excellence, as
well as my congratulations on his
much deserved retirement. Men and
women such as Colonel Wilbur deserve
to be recognized for their service and
patriotism.
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CONGRATULATING LAURA
SANDERS

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I con-
gratulate Ms. Laura Sanders as Ken-
tucky’s 2008 No Child Left Behind
American Star of Teaching. Initiated
in 2004, the American Starts of Teach-
ing is part of the U.S. Department of
Education’s Teacher-to-Teacher Initia-
tive. By offering regional and district
workshops, roundtables for teachers
and principals, and digital learning,
the Teacher-to-Teacher Initiative al-
lows some of our nation’s best teachers
to share strategies to raise student
achievement and inform teachers of
successful research-based practices.
Each year, over one million, students
are taught by a teacher who partici-
pated in the Teacher-to-Teacher Initia-
tive.

Ms. Sanders, a kindergarten teacher
at Cumberland Trace Elementary
School in Bowling Green, KY, has been
recognized as one of Kentucky’s top
teachers. She developed teaching prac-
tices in her classroom along with re-
search-based materials that have
helped her students to consistently
make clear improvements. Over the
past 2 years, her students’ reading
scores have gone from the 50th per-
centile in the fall to over the 85th and
91st percentile the following spring.
Ms. Sanders’ ability to assess the indi-
vidual needs of each student has en-
abled her to ensure that every child is
working at an appropriate pace and
level. Having already been a recipient
of numerous awards for her contribu-
tion to education, her work is widely
recognized.

I am proud to recognize Ms. Sanders
for her ability to effectively challenge
students at Cumberland Trace Elemen-
tary School, while at the same time
sharing her techniques with other
teachers—making a difference in the
lives of students. Her work is an inspi-
ration to the citizens of Kentucky and
to teachers everywhere. I look forward
to seeing all that she will accomplish
in the future.e

———

HONORING THE HEALTH OCCUPA-
TION STUDENTS OF AMERICA

e Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the Health Occupa-
tion Students of America, HOSA, for
their accomplishments over the past 32
years. Composed of 100,000 students in
nearly 3,000 chapters across the Nation,
HOSA is providing the knowledge,
skills and opportunity for secondary
and postsecondary students to enter
the health care workforce. Through
health science curricula, personal de-
velopment exercises, practical work in
the health care field and medical com-
petitions at the local and national lev-
els, HOSA Advisors and students pre-
pare a healthcare workforce not only
to serve but also to lead our country.
Now more than ever, we need organi-
zations like HOSA to address critical
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