September 15, 2008

and the people who work in, reside in,
or visit the District of Columbia and
does not undermine the efforts of law
enforcement, homeland security, and
military officials to protect the Na-
tion’s capital from crime and ter-
rorism, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 6384

Mr. HELLER of Nevada. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that my name
be removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 6384.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nevada?

There was no objection.

————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 3995

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent to have my
name removed as a cosponsor to H.R.
3995.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Hampshire?

There was no objection.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

———

MISSING ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE
PATIENT ALERT PROGRAM RE-
AUTHORIZATION OF 2008

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 6503) to amend the Vio-
lent Crime Control and Law Enforce-
ment Act of 1994 to reauthorize the
Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient
Alert Program.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6503

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Missing Alz-
heimer’s Disease Patient Alert Program Re-
authorization of 2008”°.

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE MISSING ALZ-
HEIMER’S DISEASE PATIENT ALERT
PROGRAM.

Section 240001 of the Violent Crime Control
and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C.
14181) is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as
follows:

‘‘(a) GRANT.—Subject to the availability of
appropriations to carry out this section, the
Attorney General, through the Bureau of
Justice Assistance and in consultation with
the Secretary of Health and Human Services,
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shall award competitive grants to nonprofit
organizations to assist such organizations in
paying for the costs of planning, designing,
establishing, and operating locally based,
proactive programs to protect and locate
missing patients with Alzheimer’s disease
and related dementias and other missing el-
derly individuals.”’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘competitive’ after ‘‘to
receive a’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
sentence: ‘“The Attorney General shall peri-
odically solicit applications for grants under
this section by publishing a request for ap-
plications in the Federal Register and by
posting such a request on the website of the
Department of Justice.”’;

(3) by amending subsection (c¢) to read as
follows:

‘‘(c) PREFERENCE.—In awarding grants
under subsection (a), the Attorney General
shall give preference to national nonprofit
organizations that have a direct link to pa-
tients, and families of patients, with Alz-
heimer’s disease and related dementias.”’;
and

(4) by amending subsection (d) to read as
follows:

‘(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $5,000,000 for each of
the fiscal years 2009 through 2015.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. ScoTT) and the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 6503, the Missing
Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert Pro-
gram Reauthorization of 2008, helps to
address the serious problem of seniors
who go missing each year as a result of
dementia.

The Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Pa-
tient Alert Program was created in
1994. While Congress has continued to
support and fund it, its formal author-
ization expired in 1998. This legislation,
sponsored by the gentlelady from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WATERS), will reauthorize
the program.

It authorizes the Attorney General to
award competitive grants to nonprofit
organizations for the planning, estab-
lishing, and operating locally based
programs to protect and locate missing
persons with Alzheimer’s disease, de-
mentia, or other problems.

This is an excellent measure that re-
sponds to a critical problem. Accord-
ingly, I urge my colleagues to support
the legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this legislation and yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H8097

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6503, the Missing Alzheimer’s Disease
Patient Alert Program Reauthoriza-
tion of 2008, and I would ask unanimous
consent to yield the balance of the
time on our side to a member of our
conference who, while not a member of
the Judiciary Committee of the House,
Congressman TIM MURPHY of Pennsyl-
vania is a man who possesses a Ph.D. in
psychology, has a deep personal inter-
est and background in this area and it
seems to us to be altogether fitting if
he’d carry our support for this impor-
tant and bipartisan legislation.

So by unanimous consent, I would
like to yield the balance of our time to
Mr. MURPHY to carry that legislation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Indiana for allowing me to par-
ticipate in this particular bill to help
not only our seniors but everyone who
is afflicted, the 5 million Americans
who suffer from Alzheimer’s disease or
dementia. Of these, nearly 3 million, or
60 percent, will become lost from their
families or loved ones or caretakers. If
not found within 24 hours, up to half
will become seriously injured or die.

H.R. 6503, the Missing Alzheimer’s
Disease Patient Alert Program, will in-
crease the chance of locating missing
persons suffering from this disease
within the critical first 24 hours. H.R.
6503 authorizes funds for grants for
nonprofit organizations to assist in
paying for the costs of establishing and
operating programs to protect and lo-
cate missing patients with Alzheimer’s
disease.

With police departments now being
called upon to find missing elderly,
these community organizations are
critical in assisting law enforcement
officials with their searches. Tips from
family and people in the community
often lead to the whereabouts of any
missing person, including the elderly.

Each year, thousands more Ameri-
cans are being diagnosed with Alz-
heimer’s disease and other forms of de-
mentia. The symptoms of these dis-
eases often leave their victims feeling
disoriented, lost, and vulnerable. H.R.
6503, the Missing Alzheimer’s Disease
Patient Alert Program, provides sup-
port to those local programs working
everyday to offer these patients protec-
tion and their loved ones some peace of
mind.

I might add here that just this week-
end I found out a dear friend of mine
was recently diagnosed with Alz-
heimer’s. He’s been a long-distance
runner for all of his adult life, and
ironically enough, he’s still able to go
out and find trails and run on them,
but it is something that his doctors are
concerned about for him that one day
will he, too, become one who is perhaps
lost as he tries to negotiate his com-
munity and his neighborhood.
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