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As a signatory of the amicus brief
urging the Supreme Court to overturn
the unconstitutional gun ban, I was
outraged at the D.C. Council’s new gun
restrictions. So I joined with Mr.
CHILDERS of Mississippi to help craft
the Second Amendment Enforcement
Act, which is the text of the amend-
ment we are debating here tonight.

This bill repeals D.C.’s gun ban and
permits law-abiding gun owners the
right to keep their firearms in ways
that will ensure their availability and
use for self-defense. This amendment
ensures that the intent of the Supreme
Court and of the second amendment
are upheld for all citizens, including
those who live in the District of Co-
lumbia.

Mr. CHILDERS. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. SOUDER).

Mr. SOUDER. I thank the gentleman
from Mississippi.

I wanted to clarify for those watch-
ing the debate and for the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD that the one hearing we
did have, there were four witnesses.
Three of them were Federal witnesses,
and Mr. IssA asked each one of them
whether the bill that this amendment
is amending had any impact on them.
All of them said no. They were never
asked another question during the
hearing, because they weren’t relevant
to the hearing.

The fourth witness was the police
chief of Washington, D.C., and she did
have an opinion and doesn’t agree, ob-
viously, with this amendment. But she
is a political appointee of the mayor,
and while it may be her personal view,
if she held a view different from the
mayor or city council, she would have
been removed.

So it was somewhat inaccurate to
present that at our hearing, that some-
how the witnesses all felt that there
was this imminent danger in the Fed-
eral sector, because all three of them
said the bill had nothing to do whatso-
ever with their positions.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Chairman,
I continue to reserve. I understand that
Mr. CHILDERS is ready to close.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. SOUDER. Parliamentary
quiry, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman
yield for a parliamentary inquiry?

Mr. CHILDERS. I would yield to the
gentleman.

in-

Mr. SOUDER. Does the gentleman
from Mississippi have the right to
close?

The CHAIRMAN. No, the gentleman
from Illinois, as a manager controlling
time in opposition to the amendment,
is entitled to close debate thereon.

Mr. CHILDERS. Mr. Chairman, in
closing, let me just simply say to my
distinguished colleagues Mr. DAVIS
from Illinois and all those who have
spoken not only for my amendment,
but to those also who have spoken
against my amendment, I have nothing
but the greatest of respect for all of
you. I have nothing but the greatest re-
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spect for this wonderful institution
which I am so proud to be a part of.

Mr. Chairman, there is no hidden
agenda here. The intent of my amend-
ment offered in the form of a sub-
stitute is simply to give the law-abid-
ing citizens of the District of Columbia
the same rights and freedoms that all
Americans share, from coast to coast
and all over this great land.

I appreciate the spirited debate. I
certainly hope that I have been re-
spectful of all of my colleagues. It cer-
tainly was my intent. In closing, I
would like to ask for a recorded vote,
and I understand that will be in the
morning, and I would urge passage of
my amendment.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Chairman,
I yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Chairman, I want to certainly ac-
knowledge the not only newness of the
gentleman from Mississippi, but also
his demeanor, his debate and his intro-
duction of legislation. It occurred to
me though if we were in West Point,
Mississippi, or if we were in Fort
Wayne, Indiana, or if we were in West-
ern Pennsylvania telling the people in
those communities what we thought
they ought to be doing or the way in
which we felt they had to be in compli-
ance with the Supreme Court as they
were wrestling with those decisions
themselves, they probably would say
that we were unwelcome.

I think that the people of the Dis-
trict of Columbia would say that this
amendment is unwelcome, that it fur-
ther takes away their right to self-gov-
ernance. Here they are, they don’t have
a representative in Congress with a
vote. Now we are saying that your City
Council and your representatives on
the City Council can’t decide the way
in which you would be in compliance
with the highest court in our land.

Let me just mention that a previous
speaker said that the District passed a
law prohibiting District residents from
bringing in weapons from across State
lines. That was incorrect. In fact, Con-
gress passed this law, not the District
of Columbia. But this amendment
would remove this restriction.

So I think Members should under-
stand that this is the first step in the
NRA’s plan to repeal Federal gun con-
trol laws, not just in the District of Co-
lumbia. But I think it is a matter of
using the District of Columbia to work
one’s will for other parts of the coun-
try and to work a national will using
the people of the District of Columbia.

I think the protections that are need-
ed and the compliance that is needed
can be found in the Waxman-Norton
bill, and that this amendment, the
Childers amendment, unfortunately
strips that bill of its impact. For that
reason, I would urge that we reject the
Childers amendment vote for the Nor-
ton-Waxman bill.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the amendment offered by the gen-
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tleman from (Mr.
CHILDERS).

The question was taken; and the
Chairman announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. CHILDERS. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to clause
6 of rule XVIII, further proceedings on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Mississippi will be post-
poned.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Chairman,

I move that the Committee do now

Mississippi

rise.
The motion was agreed to.
Accordingly, the Committee rose;

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
ALTMIRE) having assumed the chair,
Mr. WILSON of Ohio, Chairman of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union, reported that that
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 6842) to require the
District of Columbia to revise its laws
regarding the use and possession of
firearms as necessary to comply with
the requirements of the decision of the
Supreme Court in the case of District
of Columbia v. Heller, in a manner that
protects the security interests of the
Federal government and the people
who work in, reside in, or visit the Dis-
trict of Columbia and does not under-
mine the efforts of law enforcement,
homeland security, and military offi-
cials to protect the Nation’s capital
from crime and terrorism, had come to
no resolution thereon.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, 5-minute Special Orders are
entered in favor of the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. SPRATT) and the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
HoLT), each with customary leave to
insert.

There was no objection.

—————

A REVISION TO THE BUDGET AL-
LOCATIONS AND AGGREGATES
FOR CERTAIN HOUSE COMMIT-
TEES FOR FISCAL YEARS 2008
AND 2009 AND THE PERIOD OF
FISCAL YEARS 2009 THROUGH
2013

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr.
SPRATT) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SPRATT. Madam Speaker, under sec-
tion 205 of S. Con. Res. 70, the Concurrent
Resolution on the Budget for fiscal year 2009,
| hereby submit for printing in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD a revision to the budget allo-
cations and aggregates for certain House
committees for fiscal years 2008 and 2009
and the period of fiscal years 2009 through
2013. This revision represents an adjustment
to certain House committee budget allocations
and aggregates for the purposes of sections
302 and 311 of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974, as amended, and in response to con-
sideration of the bill H.R. 6899, Comprehen-
sive American Energy Security and Consumer
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Protection Act. Corresponding tables are at-
tached.

Under section 323 of S. Con. Res. 70, this
adjustment to the budget allocations and ag-
gregates applies while the measure is under
consideration. The adjustments will take effect
upon enactment of the measure. For purposes
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, as
amended, a revised allocation made under
section 323 of S. Con. Res. 70 is to be con-
sidered as an allocation included in the resolu-
tion.
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BUDGET AGGREGATES
[On-budget amounts, in millions of dollars]
Fiscal Year  Fiscal Year  Fiscal Years
20081 20091 2 2009-2013
Current Aggregates:
Budget Authority . 2,456,198 2,462,544 n.a.
Outlays .. 2,437,784 2,497,322 n.a.
Revenues ... 1,875,401 2,029,653 11,780,263
Change in the Comprehensive
American Energy Security
and Consumer Protection
Act (H.R. 6899):
Budget Authority . 0 —4,528 n.a.
Outlays .. 0 —14,528 na.
Revenues 0 —2,348 818
Revised Aggregates:
Budget Authority ........... 2,456,198 2,458,016 n.a.
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Fiscal Year  Fiscal Year  Fiscal Years

2008! 20091 2 2009-2013

Outlays ... 2,437,784 2,492,794 na.
Revenues .. 1,875,401 2,027,305 11,781,081

n.a. = Not applicable because annual appropriations Acts for fiscal years
2010 through 2013 will not be considered until future sessions of Congress.

LCurrent aggregates do not include spending covered by section 301
(b)(1) (overseas deployments and related activities). The section has not
been triggered to date in Appropriations action.

2Current aggregates do not include Corps of Engineers emergency spend-
ing assumed in the budget resolution, which will not be included in current
level due to its emergency designation (section 301(b)(2).

DIRECT SPENDING LEGISLATION—AUTHORIZING COMMITTEE 302(a) ALLOCATIONS FOR RESOLUTION CHANGES

[Fiscal Years, in millions of dollars]

2008 2009 2009-2013 Total
BA OQutlays BA Outlays BA Outlays
House Committee:
Current allocation:
Energy and C 89 81 839 802 3,162 3,157
R 0 0 0 0 0 0
Transportation and Infrastructure 395 0 1,496 0 4,176 0
Ways and Means 1,853 1,843 5,794 5,714 —6,724 —5,034
Change in the Comprehensive American Energy Security and Consumer Protection Act (H.R. 6899):
Energy and C 0 0 —4,700 —4,700 —100 —100
R 0 0 —142 —142 —3332 —-3332
Transportation and Infrastructure 0 0 115 115 575 575
Ways and Means 0 0 199 199 199 199
Total 0 0 —14528 —14,528 —2,658 —2,658
Revised allocation:
Energy and C 89 81 —-33861 —3,898 3,062 3,057
R 0 0 —142 —142 —-3332 —-3332
Transportation and Infrastructure 395 0 1,611 115 4,751 575
Ways and Means 1,853 1,843 5,993 5,913 —6,525 —4835

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. DREIER (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today on account of the
death of his mother.

Mr. POE (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today until 3:30 p.m. on
account of recovery efforts following
Hurricane Ike.

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker announced her signa-
ture to enrolled bills of the Senate of
the following titles:

S. 2403. An act to designate the United
States courthouse located in the 700 block of
East Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, as
the “Spottswood W. Robinson IIT and Robert
R. Merhige, Jr., United States Courthouse’.

S. 2617. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to codify increases in the rates
of compensation for veterans with service-
connected disabilities and the rates of de-
pendency and indemnity compensation for
the survivors of certain disabled veterans
that were effective as of December 1, 2007, to
provide for an increase in the rates of such
compensation effective December 1, 2008, and
for other purposes.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. CHILDERS. Mr. Chairman, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 30 minutes
a.m.), the House adjourned until today,
Wednesday, September 17, 2008, at 10
a.m.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

8398. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Karnal Bunt; Removal of Regulated
Areas in Texas [Docket No. APHIS-2007-0157]
received September 8, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

8399. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — National Fluid
Milk Processor Promotion Program [Docket
No. AMS-DA-07-0156; DA-07-05] received Sep-

tember 8, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

8400. A letter from the Under Secretary of
Defense, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting the Department’s quarterly report as of
June 30, 2008, entitled, ‘‘Acceptance of con-
tributions for defense programs, projects and
activities; Defense Cooperation Account,”
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 2608; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

8401. A letter from the Principal Deputy,
Department of Defense, transmitting author-
ization of 18 officers to wear the authorized
insignia of the grade of brigadier general,
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 777; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

8402. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
of Defense, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting a report entitled, ‘‘Report to Congress:
Plan for Coordinating National Guard and
Federal Military Force Disaster Response,”
pursuant to Public Law 110-181, section 1814;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

8403. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Changes in Flood Elevation Determinations
[Docket No. FEMA-B-7797] received Sep-
tember 8, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

8404. A letter from the Chairman, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s 2007 Annual Report of the
Securities Investor Protection Corporation,
pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 78ggg; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

8405. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s report entitled, ‘‘Report on Section
3167 of the Department of Energy Science
Education Enhancement Act Related to Edu-
cation Partnerships with Minority Edu-
cation Institutions,” pursuant to 42 U.S.C.
7381c-1, section 3167; to the Committee on
Education and Labor.

8406. A letter from the Chairperson, Na-
tional Council on Disability, transmitting
the Council’s report entitled, ‘“The State of
21st Century Financial Incentives for Ameri-
cans with Disabilities’’; to the Committee on
Education and Labor.

8407. A letter from the Deputy Director for
Operations, Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration, transmitting the Corporation’s
final rule — Benefits Payable in Terminated
Single-Employer Plans; Allocation of Assets
in Single-Employer Plans; Interest Assump-
tions for Valuing and Paying Benefits — re-
ceived September 8, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor.

8408. A letter from the Deputy Director,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting a report on the Developmental
Disabilities Programs for Fiscal Years 2005-
2006, pursuant to Public Law 99-319, section
105(a)(7); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

8409. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Energy, Energy Information Ad-
ministration, transmitting the Administra-
tion’s report entitled, ‘‘Annual Energy Out-
look 2008, pursuant to Public Law 110-140; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

8410. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Energy, Energy Information Ad-
ministration, transmitting the Administra-
tion’s report entitled, ‘‘Annual Energy Re-
view 2007”’; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.
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