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further consideration of House Resolu-
tion 1448 and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia). Is there objection
to the request of the gentlewoman
from New York?

There was no objection.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1448

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judi-
ciary shall inquire whether the House should
impeach G. Thomas Porteous, a judge of the
United States District Court for the Eastern
District of Louisiana.

SEC. 2. The Committee on the Judiciary or
any subcommittee or task force designated
by the Committee may, in connection with
the inquiry under this resolution, take affi-
davits and depositions by a member, counsel,
or consultant of the Committee, pursuant to
notice or subpoena.

SEC. 3. There shall be paid out of the appli-
cable accounts of the House such sums as
may be necessary to assist the Committee on
the Judiciary in conducting the inquiry
under this resolution, any of which may be
used for the procurement of staff or consult-
ant services.

SEC. 4. (a) For the purpose of the inquiry
under this resolution, the Committee on the
Judiciary is authorized to require by sub-
poena or otherwise—

(1) the attendance and testimony of any
person (including at a taking of a deposition
by counsel or consultant of the Committee);
and

(2) the production of such things;
as it deems necessary to such inquiry.

(b) The Chairman of the Committee on the
Judiciary, after consultation with the Rank-
ing Member, may exercise the authority of
the Committee under subsection (a).

(¢c) The Committee on the Judiciary may
adopt a rule regulating the taking of deposi-
tions by a member, counsel, or consultant of
the Committee, including pursuant to sub-
poena.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks on the subject of
the resolution just adopted.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 2169

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to remove Con-
gressman RICK LARSEN from H.R. 2169,
the Clean Water Protection Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
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will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken tomorrow.

————
EXPAND AND PRESERVE HOME
OWNERSHIP THROUGH COUN-
SELING ACT

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 3019) to establish an Of-
fice of Housing Counseling to carry out
and coordinate the responsibilities of
the Department of Housing and Urban
Development regarding counseling on
homeownership and rental housing
issues, to make grants to entities for
providing such counseling, to launch a
national housing counseling adver-
tising campaign, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3019

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Expand and
Preserve Home Ownership Through Coun-
seling Act”’.

SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFICE OF HOUSING
COUNSELING.

Section 4 of the Department of Housing
and Urban Development Act (42 U.S.C. 3533)
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘‘(g) OFFICE OF HOUSING COUNSELING.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established,
in the Office of the Secretary, the Office of
Housing Counseling.

‘“(2) DIRECTOR.—There is established the
position of Director of Housing Counseling.
The Director shall be the head of the Office
of Housing Counseling and shall be appointed
by the Secretary. Such position shall be a
career-reserved position in the Senior Execu-
tive Service.

““(3) FUNCTIONS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall have
ultimate responsibility within the Depart-
ment, except for the Secretary, for all activi-
ties and matters relating to homeownership
counseling and rental housing counseling, in-
cluding—

‘(i) research, grant administration, public
outreach, and policy development relating to
such counseling; and

‘(i) establishment, coordination, and ad-
ministration of all regulations, require-
ments, standards, and performance measures
under programs and laws administered by
the Department that relate to housing coun-
seling, homeownership counseling (including
maintenance of homes), mortgage-related
counseling (including home equity conver-
sion mortgages and credit protection options
to avoid foreclosure), and rental housing
counseling, including the requirements,
standards, and performance measures relat-
ing to housing counseling.

“(B) SPECIFIC FUNCTIONS.—The Director
shall carry out the functions assigned to the
Director and the Office under this section
and any other provisions of law. Such func-
tions shall include establishing rules nec-
essary for—

‘“(i) the counseling procedures under sec-
tion 106(g)(1) of the Housing and Urban De-
velopment Act of 1968 (12 U.S.C. 1701x(h)(1));
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‘‘(ii) carrying out all other functions of the
Secretary under section 106(g) of the Housing
and Urban Development Act of 1968, includ-
ing the establishment, operation, and publi-
cation of the availability of the toll-free
telephone number under paragraph (2) of
such section;

‘“(iii) carrying out section 5 of the Real Es-
tate Settlement Procedures Act of 1974 (12
U.S.C. 2604) for home buying information
booklets prepared pursuant to such section;

‘(iv) carrying out the certification pro-
gram under section 106(e) of the Housing and
Urban Development Act of 1968 (12 U.S.C.
1701x(e));

“(v) carrying out the assistance program
under section 106(a)(4) of the Housing and
Urban Development Act of 1968, including
criteria for selection of applications to re-
ceive assistance;

‘(vi) carrying out any functions regarding
abusive, deceptive, or unscrupulous lending
practices relating to residential mortgage
loans that the Secretary considers appro-
priate, which shall include conducting the
study under section 6 of the Expand and Pre-
serve Home Ownership Through Counseling
Act;

‘‘(vii) providing for operation of the advi-
sory committee established under paragraph
(4) of this subsection;

‘“(viii) collaborating with community-
based organizations with expertise in the
field of housing counseling; and

‘(ix) providing for the building of capacity
to provide housing counseling services in
areas that lack sufficient services.

‘“(4) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ap-
point an advisory committee to provide ad-
vice regarding the carrying out of the func-
tions of the Director.

‘“(B) MEMBERS.—Such advisory committee
shall consist of not more than 12 individuals,
and the membership of the committee shall
equally represent all aspects of the mortgage
and real estate industry, including con-
sumers.

‘“(C) TErRMS.—Except as provided in sub-
paragraph (D), each member of the advisory
committee shall be appointed for a term of 3
years. Members may be reappointed at the
discretion of the Secretary.

‘(D) TERMS OF INITIAL APPOINTEES.—AS
designated by the Secretary at the time of
appointment, of the members first appointed
to the advisory committee, 4 shall be ap-
pointed for a term of 1 year and 4 shall be ap-
pointed for a term of 2 years.

‘“(E) PROHIBITION OF PAY; TRAVEL EX-
PENSES.—Members of the advisory com-
mittee shall serve without pay, but shall re-
ceive travel expenses, including per diem in
lieu of subsistence, in accordance with appli-
cable provisions under subchapter I of chap-
ter 57 of title 5, United States Code.

‘“(F) ADVISORY ROLE ONLY.—The advisory
committee shall have no role in reviewing or
awarding housing counseling grants.

‘“(5) SCOPE OF HOMEOWNERSHIP COUN-
SELING.—In carrying out the responsibilities
of the Director, the Director shall ensure
that homeownership counseling provided by,
in connection with, or pursuant to any func-
tion, activity, or program of the Department
addresses the entire process of homeowner-
ship, including the decision to purchase a
home, the selection and purchase of a home,
issues arising during or affecting the period
of ownership of a home (including refi-
nancing, default and foreclosure, and other
financial decisions), and the sale or other
disposition of a home.”.

SEC. 3. COUNSELING PROCEDURES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 106 of the Hous-
ing and Urban Development Act of 1968 (12
U.S.C. 1701x) is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:
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