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scrimp and save, here comes big broth-
er government to take that money
right out of your pocket. So con-
sequences of ideas, or even bad ideas
especially, can be detrimental to the
average, hard-working American.

Now, you and I, through the Chair
the gentleman from Georgia, we know
one thing: The best economic stimulus
for the United States of America is an
all-of-the-above energy strategy that
gets that trend line on energy bprices
stabilized and going down so that the
unemployment numbers can stabilize
and start going down; so speculators
start losing money because the supply
of oil will be coming online and they
know it; so big oil doesn’t make the
money as the supply floods the market
to meet the demand and the prices sta-
bilize and go down; so hard-working
Americans know they are not going to
have to choose between freezing and
eating, they are not going to have to
worry about whether they can drive to
see their doctor in rural areas; so they
can make sure they still work in manu-
facturing because the fixed cost of en-
ergy hasn’t driven their job offshore or
killed it altogether.

We know this, which is why we are so
passionate about helping the people
who have entrusted us with the oppor-
tunity to serve them in this, their
House.

I will wrap it up with this, the gen-
tleman from Georgia. There are many
people who say, Republicans, you
weren’t great. You told us you stood
for things. You told us you believed our
liberty was from God, not the govern-
ment; our prosperity was from the pri-
vate sector, not the public sector.

Yes, we did, and we did not do a good
enough job keeping with our principles.

There is a difference between us and
this Democratic majority. I want to
know what the succinct enunciation of
the principles upon which you base pol-
icy are. Because what I see in the en-
ergy debate, or lack thereof, and the
Democrat sham energy bill is a quite
simple proposition. They support the
government rationing of American en-
ergy. You will get 12 percent when you
are suffering. We will lock up 88 per-
cent forever. That is the gist of their
argument.

Why does this matter now? Because
you hear more of the same promises
that the gentleman from Georgia listed
and had proven broken. And when you
start to do your thinking this year, as
the American people are want to do, I
will be more than happy if the Amer-
ican voters judge this Democratic Con-
gress not by the fact that it took
America in a new direction to a 9 per-
cent approval rating, which technically
makes the Democratic Congress the
most hated in American history; I
want Americans to look at two num-
bers.

I want Americans to look at the price
of gas when the Democratic Party took
power in January of 2007, promising to
lower them; and I want them to look at
the price of gas, oh, maybe around
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early November 2008. And tell you me if
you have changed your mind, if you no
longer think this Democratic Congress
deserves to be the most hated in Amer-
ican history. Because they have a
chance to work with us. We are putting
politics aside. We will compromise in a
real bipartisan fashion to help the peo-
ple whole elected us.

But if you refuse, there is nothing we
can do, because, as the gentleman
started out earlier, the math doesn’t
add up in our favor.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. I want to
thank the gentleman for that. I have
just a few minutes to close. I appre-
ciate all the kind folks that came here
tonight to help me with this.

But I want to bring up one other
thing that will characterize what the
Democratic majority has said. I have
already quoted Mr. KANJORSKI on ‘‘we
sort of stretched the truth and the peo-
ple ate it up.” I read you quotes from
then Minority Leader PELOSI, now
Speaker PELOSI, and the things that
the American people were told, Mr.
Speaker, to be able to gain the major-
ity.

But I want to tell you something
that is a little more fascinating, and
we will have to talk about this again.
This Congress passed a card check bill.
We all like to be in the privacy of the
voting booth. Even if somebody asks
you how you are going to vote, you
say, hey, that is a personal matter. Be-
cause a lot of times the polls will say
one thing, the election results are
something else, because people get in
that voting booth and they decide to do
something else; or it may not have
been the popular thing to talk about
with the people they were with.

We passed a card check bill that said
if you wanted to become unionized it
would have to be an open vote; not
anymore a secret ballot, but an open
vote. They passed this in this Congress.
The bill was introduced by Mr. GEORGE
MILLER.

But I want to read you a letter he
sent to the Mexican Government in
2001. “We understand that the secret
ballot is allowed but not required by
Mexican labor law. However, we feel
that the secret ballot is absolutely nec-
essary in order to ensure that workers
are not intimidated into voting for a
union they might mnot otherwise
choose. We respect Mexico as an impor-
tant neighbor and trading partner, and
we feel that the increased use of the se-
cret ballot in union recognition elec-
tions will help bring real democracy to
the Mexican workplace.”

They want to bring democracy to the
Mexican workplace, but they want our
guys not to have that same democracy
that they want the Mexican workers to
have. This is right in line with every-
thing that we have heard tonight.

This Congress is being controlled by
big labor, by environmentalists and by
trial lawyers. If you fit into one of
those groups, then you should be doing
very well. If not, you are like all the
rest of us; you are suffering at the
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pump, you are worried about how you
are going to pay your high home heat-
ing oil bill, you are worried about your
job as the unemployment rate is sky-
rocketing with the price of gas. You
are living under the failed systems we
have had in this body. And remember,
they have 235 Members. It only takes
218 to pass something out of this
House.

Quit whining. Get out of the fetal po-
sition and do something for the Amer-
ican people.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN (at the request of
Mr. HOYER) for today on account of a
funeral in her district.

Mr. DREIER (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today on account of the
death of his mother.

Mr. PoOE (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today after 5 p.m. and the
balance of the week on account of con-
tinuing recovery efforts after Hurri-
cane Ike.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. COHEN) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. HONDA, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. WEINER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HoLT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. TAYLOR, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. COBLE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, September 23
and 24.

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, September
23 and 24.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, for 5 min-
utes, September 24.

Mr. CONAWAY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. Foxx, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Member (at her re-
quest) to revise and extend her re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION REFERRED

A Concurrent Resolution of the Sen-
ate of the following title was taken
from the Speaker’s table and, under
the rule, referred as follows:

S. Con. Res. 87. Concurrent resolution con-
gratulating the Republic of Latvia on the
90th anniversary of its declaration of inde-
pendence; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.
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