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So if we bring that spirit to this pri-
ority of stabilizing our economy, I
think we can move forward and have a
much stronger economy. If we choose
not to and choose to focus on issues
that will divide us when it comes to
foreclosures, I think we are going to be
off on the wrong track.

———

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND
WATER COMMISSION TRAGEDY

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to take a few minutes today
to express my sadness regarding the
tragedy this week involving officials
with the International Boundary and
Water Commission, IBWC. On Monday,
an airplane carrying U.S. Commis-
sioner Carlos Marin; Mexican Commis-
sioner Arturo Herrera; and also Jake
Brisbin, Jr., Executive Director of the
Rio Grande Council of Governments;
and Matthew Peter Juneau, the pilot,
was reported as missing when it failed
to arrive at its destination of Presidio,
TX. Wreckage of that aircraft was lo-
cated yesterday, and it was confirmed
that there were no survivors. I offer my
condolences to the family members of
all of the individuals who were on the
aircraft.

I would like to say a few words in
particular about Commissioner Marin,
who I had the pleasure of working with
on a range of IBWC matters in New
Mexico. Commissioner Marin was ap-
pointed to his position by President
Bush in December 2006 after 27 years of
service to the Commission. Previous to
that, he worked with the Bureau of
Reclamation after receiving a bach-
elor’s degree in civil, engineering. He
took over the IBWC at a tumultuous
time, and quickly gained the respect of
his colleagues and employees with
calm and steady leadership of the agen-
cy. He was a problem-solver, focused on
the IBWC’s mission, and someone who
was always readily accessible to my
staff and me. Recently, my staff
worked with him on the management
plan for the Rio Grande in southern
New Mexico. Commissioner Marin was
instrumental in moving this project
along after an impasse of many years.
We will miss his effective leadership
and his warm personality. My sym-
pathies go out to his wife Rosa and two
adult children.

———

DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, the
2008 Defense authorization bill contains
a number of provisions that I strongly
support. I support a pay raise for our
troops, elimination of the SBP-DIC off-
set—which I was pleased to vote for—
and extra funding for barracks mainte-
nance. I also strongly support the pro-
vision limiting the outsourcing of pri-
vate security functions in war zones.
During this time of incredible strain on
the women and men serving in the
Armed Forces, it is essential that we
provide them the best quality of life we
possibly can.
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However, I voted in opposition to the
bill because it contains $70 billion to
continue the war in Iraq but no lan-
guage mandating that we safely rede-
ploy our troops. Seven years after Sep-
tember 11, we remain bogged down in a
conflict that is undermining our efforts
to combat those who attacked us. We
must redeploy from Iraq so that we can
focus on the global threat posed by al-
Qaida and its affiliates, particularly
with respect to al-Qaida’s safe haven in
Pakistan along the Afghanistan border.

————

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH
ENERGY PRICES

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid-
June, I asked Idahoans to share with
me how high energy prices are affect-
ing their lives, and they responded by
the hundreds. The stories, numbering
over 1,000, are heartbreaking and
touching. To respect their efforts, I am
submitting every e-mail sent to me
through energy _prices@crapo.senate
.gov to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
This is not an issue that will be easily
resolved, but it is one that deserves im-
mediate and serious attention, and Ida-
hoans deserve to be heard. Their sto-
ries not only detail their struggles to
meet everyday expenses, but also have
suggestions and recommendations as to
what Congress can do now to tackle
this problem and find solutions that
last beyond today. I ask unanimous
consent to have today’s letters printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

My family runs a purebred cattle ranch.
Two years ago, my oldest son decided he
wanted to join us in the ranching business,
so we doubled our cowherd and made some
changes. It was a challenge to feed another
family, but one we were willing to take. Last
year, we had to refinance the farm to get a
little breathing room, but within one year,
the margin we gave ourselves by refinancing
was gone with the skyrocketing cost of feed,
fertilizer, and fuel—all as a result of the cost
of fuel. Now our power rates have increased,
also. There was not money in the budget for
my son and he had to take a job in town.
Now I am left with twice the work and half
the help.

I have two other sons that stated recently
a business installing dairy lockups. They
have taken on a lot of debt for equipment
and also have to support a family. Within
just a few months, they have seen the rising
cost of diesel eat into their business to the
point that I think they will have to take out
bankruptcy and try to piece their lives to-
gether afterwards. A pretty rough start for a
22-year-old newlywed and an 18-year-old.
They watch their spending, but right now
they are maxed out on their credit because
of fuel costs and cannot even afford to get to
their job sites. All our government officials
need to be doing more. Absolutely open up
our own oil fields. We need more refineries
and more alternative fuel sources. I think
hydrogen has excellent possibilities. And
Idaho is an excellent source of wind. Some-
thing has got to be done and I mean now or
this state will blow away.

MIKE, Gooding.

Short term: gas prices, depending on how
soon we can start pumping oil, let us start
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drilling and refining here in the US. Same
with nuclear power.

Long term: Honda just announced a new
hydrogen fuel cell hybrid car that is three
times as fuel efficient as the current hybrids.
Will not be ready for about ten years, they
say. Let us have these vehicles ready to pur-
chase in three years, not ten. Same with
electric cars. And give these businesses some
kind of a [tax] break to keep the price of
these vehicles down so everyone can afford
to buy them, not just the movie stars in Hol-
lywood!

RICK.

Please put politics aside and get serious
about solving the energy crisis. You are the
leaders of this country. You are representing
the country very poorly. I am so amazed and
ashamed of the way our leaders are putting
themselves before the good of the country.
Our forefathers were patriots! There are a
few of you that are trying to solve the en-
ergy crisis. Quit throwing road blocks in
front of those people.

My husband and I are retired, and the high
cost of fuel is really hurting us. We live in a
small town in Idaho, and we do not have pub-
lic transportation. It is not like living in a
city. Everything is spread out, so we have to
drive almost everywhere. We have no choice.
We bought a fifth wheel and a diesel truck
when we retired. We planned on taking a
summer trip in our RV to the Oregon Coast,
but that will not happen. We just hope that
we can take our RV to Arizona this winter.
We have saved all our lives for our retire-
ment, and the energy situation is wiping out
our savings.

Let us see action [to back up the words we
hear from our leaders]. Get off of foreign oil
and become independent. Do the right thing
and plan ahead. If it takes ten years to de-
velop domestic oil wells, then get with it.
This is a serious problem that is really hurt-
ing Americans.

LINDA, Fruitland.

I am concerned about the price of energy.
Gas prices have gone up, and this is dis-
concerting and expensive. I am a mother of
three and a devoted conservative. Last year
we made plans to take a vacation on the Or-
egon coast this summer. Since we made
those plans, gas prices have almost doubled.
Now that we paid our deposit on the beach
house, we cannot really back out, and it is
still unaffordable to fly a family of five
there, but we are afraid it is going to cost
$600-900 in gas just to get there. When we
made our plans, we were thinking more in
the $300-400 range. But if this sounds bad, my
brother and his wife who are going with us,
both schoolteachers, with their six kids be-
tween the two of them (it is a blended fam-
ily) will have to take two cars. So what was
once a fun affordable summer vacation is
now in the ridiculous range, just to get
there, without food or hotel or fees for any-
thing fun.

Why can’t we drill for oil here in America?
Why is our dirt so much more sacred than
the dirt in the rest of the world? Let us look
in our own country’s wealth of resources to
address this issue.

I am also highly supportive of exploring all
our other resources: nuclear, water, wind,
coal, etc. I know there are Native American
reservations that want to build nuclear
plants and they have been forbidden because
of safety concerns. They should be allowed to
build these plants, and I believe Americans
are committed to the safety of our citizens
in the process of exploring these other op-
tions. I am all for nuclear energy, with it is
cost effectiveness and cleanliness.
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