September 27, 2008

SEC. 4. MODIFICATION OF MINIMUM STANDARDS
REQUIRED FOR ELECTRONIC MONI-
TORING UNITS USED IN SEXUAL OF-
FENDER MONITORING PILOT PRO-
GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (C) of sec-
tion 621(a)(1) of the Adam Walsh Child Pro-
tection and Safety Act of 2006 (42 U.S.C.
16981(a)(1)) is amended to read as follows:

‘(C) MINIMUM STANDARDS.—The electronic
monitoring units used in the pilot program
shall at a minimum—

‘(i) provide a tracking device for each of-
fender that contains a central processing
unit with global positioning system; and

‘‘(ii) permit continuous monitoring of of-
fenders 24 hours a day.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall apply to grants
provided on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

Mr. CONYERS (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that the amendment be considered as
read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I'd like to thank
my House and Senate colleagues today for
their ongoing leadership on this critical issue.
Today is another significant step in our effort
to protect our Nation’s most precious asset—
our children. Together with the PROTECT Act,
which the House considered earlier, we are
sending a message to predators that we will
not let you get our children.

The Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safe-
ty Act, that we passed two years ago and
which increased national registration require-
ments and penalties on sex offenders, was a
much needed response to the growing threats
our Nation’s children face each and every day.

However, the threat still exists and, in fact,
continues to grow, particularly as technology
advances. Social Web sites such as MySpace
and Facebook give our kids new ways to inter-
act. Yet, they also open doors for sexual pred-
ators to target them—making it essential that
our laws keep up with technology.

The bills that we are considering today send
the message that we will not tolerate this dis-
turbing trend. The Keeping the Internet Devoid
of Sexual Predators Act, or KIDS Act, of 2007,
ensures that our laws and the resources need-
ed to catch and keep these criminals off the
street are as up-to-date as the technology that
our kids are using.

| urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation.

Mr. POMEROQY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of S. 431, the “Keeping the Internet
Devoid of Sexual Predators Act of 2007” also
known as the KIDS Act. This important legisla-
tion takes a historic step forward in updating
and strengthening our laws to protect our kids
from sexual predators online.

At the beginning of this Congress, | intro-
duced the House companion to the KIDS Act
with our dear departed friend, Rep. Paul
Gillmor, a true champion of protecting children
from dangerous sexual predators both online
and offline. He spent much of his time in Con-
gress fighting to keep our kids safe, and |
know that he would be very proud of the pas-
sage of today’s legislation.

When my own kids are online, | want to do
everything possible to keep them safe from
online predators. Sex offenders have no busi-
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ness being on social networking sites like
MySpace and Facebook and the hundreds of
other social networking sites that kids are on
today. This bipartisan compromise will make it
easier for social networking sites to find these
offenders and kick these individuals off of their
sites so that they are not able to prey on our
Nation’s children.

Under current law, convicted sex offenders
have to register where they work, live, go to
school, and provide any other information that
is required by the Attorney General, This act
mandates that the Attorney General use his
authority to require convicted sex offenders to
register their Internet identifiers such as their
email and instant messaging addresses. Fail-
ure to register internet identifiers as required
will be treated as any other registration viola-
tion punishable under 18 U.S.C. §2250. The
Department of Justice will then create a sys-
tem to share this information with social net-
working sites so that these companies can
keep registered sex offenders from using their
services.

According to a University of New Hampshire
study, 1 in 7 children receive unwanted sexual
solicitations online. With nearly 90 percent of
our Nation’s teenagers using the Internet ev-
eryday, it is now more important than ever to
pass legislation like this that updates our laws
to protect our kids from those who would ex-
ploit them online.

| would like to thank MySpace for their lead-
ership in advancing this legislation and for the
proactive steps that they have already taken
to delete convicted registered sex offenders
from their site. We hope this legislation will en-
courage others to follow their lead.

| would also like to thank Chairman ScoTT,
Chairman CONYERS, Senator SCHUMER and
Representative RAHM EMANUEL for their work
on this issue. | would specifically like to thank
House Judiciary staff—Mark Dubester, Ted
Kalo, Bobby Vassar, Ameer Gopalani and
Karen Wilkinson—for their hard work in reach-
ing a compromise on this issue. | look forward
to continuing to work with all of you to protect
our children from the threat of sex offenders
on the Internet.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, child
predators will stop at nothing to prey on inno-
cent children. The Internet affords them not
only a virtual world within which to lure chil-
dren into meeting them but also significantly
hampers the ability of law enforcement to
identify and apprehend them.

The Internet is constantly evolving. A dec-
ade ago, email was the revolution that con-
nected people in the workplace, on college
campuses, and across the country. Today,
chat rooms and social networking sites boast
users in the millions from around the world
and attract young children who may not be
aware of the risks involved with sharing per-
sonal information online.

We were all shocked to learn last year that
over 20,000 registered sex offenders were on
commercial social networking sites. In re-
sponse to media attention, these sites re-
moved the sex offenders and continue to ac-
tively monitor their sites.

S. 431, the Keeping the Internet Devoid of
Sexual Predators Act or KIDS Act of 2007, will
help these sites and other Internet providers,
as well as law enforcement officials, to identify
sex offenders lurking on the Internet. The bill
contains an important provision requiring sex
offenders to update their registration informa-
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tion to include their electronic mail addresses,
instant messaging addresses and other similar
Internet identifiers.

The KIDS Act also provides a mechanism to
allow social networking sites to check sex of-
fender registries to prevent sex offenders from
accessing the site.

The House passed similar legislation, H.R.
719, last year. However, many of these impor-
tant provisions had been stripped from the bill
before it was brought to the floor. | am
pleased that S. 431 reinstates many of these
provisions, most importantly, the requirement
that sex offenders report their email addresses
and other Internet identifiers.

S. 431 also incorporates a provision origi-
nally introduced by my colleague from Virginia,
Congressman RANDY FORBES, in H.R. 4094.
This provision amends the Adam Walsh Act to
revise the minimum standards for electronic
monitoring of sex offenders. This important
correction will improve the use of these moni-
toring devices under the Adam Walsh Act pilot
program.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

The Senate bill was ordered to be
read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table.

—————

CRIMINAL HISTORY BACKGROUND
CHECKS PILOT EXTENSION ACT
OF 2008

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of the Sen-
ate bill (S. 3605) to extend the pilot pro-
gram for volunteer groups to obtain
criminal history background checks,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows:

S. 3605

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Criminal
History Background Checks Pilot Extension
Act of 2008”°.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF PILOT PROGRAM.

Section 108(a)(3)(A) of the PROTECT Act
(42 U.S.C. 5119a note) is amended by striking
“‘a 66-month’’ and inserting ‘‘a 78-month’’.

The Senate bill was ordered to be
read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table.

———

PROTECT OUR CHILDREN ACT OF
2008

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the Sen-
ate bill (S. 1738) to establish a Special
Counsel for Child Exploitation Preven-
tion and Interdiction within the Office
of the Deputy Attorney General, to im-
prove the Internet Crimes Against
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