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POCKET-VETO POWERS 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, I submit for 
the RECORD a copy of a letter signed jointly by 
myself and the Republican Leader, Mr. 
BOEHNER. It is addressed to President Bush. 
In it, we express our views on the limits of the 
‘‘pocket-veto’’ power. I also submit a copy of 
the letters referenced therein. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, April 14, 2008. 

Hon. GEORGE W. BUSH, 
The President, The White House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: This is in response to 
your actions of December 28, 2007, on H.R. 
1585, the National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2008, which you returned to 
the House of Representatives without your 
approval. In returning the parchment you 
transmitted a memorandum of disapproval 
stating your objections to enactment of the 
bill. This memorandum of disapproval in-
cluded the following paragraph: 

‘‘The adjournment of the Congress has pre-
vented my return of H.R. 1585 within the 
meaning of Article I, section 7, clause 2 of 
the Constitution. Accordingly, my with-
holding of approval from the bill precludes 
its becoming law. The Pocket Veto Case, 279 
U.S. 655 (1929). In addition to withholding my 
signature and thereby invoking my constitu-
tional power to ‘pocket veto’ bills during an 
adjournment of the Congress, I am also send-
ing H.R. 1585 to the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, along with this memo-
randum setting forth my objections, to avoid 
unnecessary litigation about the non-enact-
ment of the bill that results from my with-
holding approval and to leave no doubt that 
the bill is being vetoed.’’ 

The circumstances surrounding the pre-
sentment and return of H.R. 1585 and the 
readiness of Congress to reconsider the bill 
in light of Presidential objections compel us 
to question the assertion that a pocket veto 
did or could have occurred. We think you 
agree that the pocket veto and the return 
veto are available on mutually exclusive 
bases and, therefore, during mutually exclu-
sive periods. We think you should also agree 
that the constitutional concern that a bill 
not become law without the President’s sig-
nature when an adjournment prevents a re-
turn veto does not arise when the President 
is able to return the parchment to the origi-
nating House with a statement of his objec-
tions. Accordingly, we believe that your re-
turn of H.R. 1585 with your objections is ab-
solutely inconsistent with this most essen-
tial characteristic of a pocket veto, to wit: 
retention of the parchment by the President 
for lack of any body to whom he might re-
turn it with his objections. Your successful 
return of H.R. 1585 establishes that you were 
not prevented from returning it. 

H.R. 1585 was presented to you on Decem-
ber 19, 2007. You returned the bill on Decem-
ber 28, 2007—the eighth of the ten days al-
lowed under the Constitution. The Clerk was 
available pursuant to the standing rules of 
the House to receive your message. The Con-
gress was in a position to reconsider the bill 
in light of Presidential objections, even in 

the first session of the instant Congress. Al-
though the House had adjourned sine die 
(without specifying a day of return), it did so 
with provision for its reassembly. Moreover, 
both houses were to reassemble in due course 
for a second session of the instant Congress. 

After an enrolled bill is presented for Pres-
idential approval, the parchment ultimately 
meets one of four ends. It might be tendered 
to the Archivist by the President because he 
signed it or allowed it to become law without 
his signature. It might be referred to com-
mittee by the first house to sustain a veto. It 
might be tendered to the Archivist by the 
second house to override a veto. Or it might 
be retained by the President because he 
‘‘pocketed’’ it. If the President returns a 
parchment to the Congress, then he has not 
pocketed it, and it therefore is subject to re-
consideration. Either the Congress has pre-
vented the President from returning the 
parchment with a statement of his objec-
tions or it has not. By returning the parch-
ment a President is admitting that he is not 
prevented from returning it. 

The House has treated your message of De-
cember 28, 2007, on H.R. 1585 as a return veto. 
On January 15, 2008, the message—com-
prising the parchment and your memo-
randum of disapproval—was laid before the 
House. After the memorandum was read, 
your objections were entered in the Journal 
and the House obeyed the command of the 
Constitution to ‘‘proceed to reconsider’’ the 
bill. Rather than immediately considering 
the ultimate question on overriding or sus-
taining the veto, the House chose as its first 
mode of reconsideration a referral to com-
mittee. 

We enclose for your consideration copies of 
previous letters to President George H. W. 
Bush and President Clinton, respectively 
dated November 21, 1989, and September 7, 
2000. Those letters from Speaker Foley and 
Leader Michel and from Speaker Hastert and 
Leader Gephardt expressed the profound con-
cern of the bipartisan leaderships over simi-
lar assertions of pocket vetoes. We echo 
those concerns and urge you to give appro-
priate deference to such judicial resolutions 
of this question as have been possible. 

Thank you for your attention to this mat-
ter. 

Best regards, 
NANCY PELOSI, 

Speaker of the House. 
JOHN A. BOEHNER, 

Republican Leader. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, September 7, 2000. 
Hon. WILLIAM J. CLINTON, 
The President, The White House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: This is in response to 
your actions on H.R. 4810, the Marriage Tax 
Relief Reconciliation Act of 2000, and H.R. 8, 
the Death Tax Elimination Act of 2000. On 
August 5, 2000, you returned H.R. 4810 to the 
House of Representatives without your ap-
proval and with a message stating your ob-
jections to its enactment. On August 31, 2000, 
you returned H.R. 8 to the House of Rep-
resentatives without your approval and with 
a message stating your objections to its en-
actment. In addition, however, in both cases 
you included near the end of your message 
the following: 

Since the adjournment of the Congress has 
prevented my return of [the respective bill] 

within the meaning of Article I, section 7, 
clause 2 of the Constitution, my withholding 
of approval from the bill precludes its be-
coming law. The Pocket Veto Case, 279 U.S. 
655 (1929). In addition to withholding my sig-
nature and thereby invoking my constitu-
tional power to ‘‘pocket veto’’ bills during an 
adjournment of the Congress, to avoid litiga-
tion, I am also sending [the respective bill] 
to the House of Representatives with my ob-
jections, to leave no possible doubt that I 
have vetoed the measure. 

President Bush similarly asserted a pock-
et-veto authority during an intersession ad-
journment with respect to H.R. 2712 of the 
101st Congress but, by nevertheless returning 
the enrollment, similarly permitted the Con-
gress to reconsider it in light of his objec-
tions, as contemplated by the Constitution. 
Your allusion to the existence of a pocket- 
veto power during even an intrasession ad-
journment continues to be most troubling. 
We find that assertion to be inconsistent 
with the return-veto that it accompanies. We 
also find that assertion to be inconsistent 
with your previous use of the return-veto 
under similar circumstances but without 
similar dictum concerning the pocket-veto. 
On January 9, 1996, you stated your dis-
approval of H.R. 4 of the 104th Congress and, 
on January 10, 1996—the tenth Constitu-
tional day after its presentment—returned 
the bill to the Clerk of the House. At the 
time, the House stood adjourned to a date 
certain 12 days hence. Your message included 
no dictum concerning the pocket-veto. 

We enclose a copy of a letter dated Novem-
ber 21, 1989, from Speaker Foley and Minor-
ity Leader Michel to President Bush. That 
letter expressed the profound concern of the 
bipartisan leaderships over the assertion of a 
pocket veto during an intrasession adjourn-
ment. That letter states in pertinent part 
that ‘‘[s]uccessive Presidential administra-
tions since 1974 have, in accommodation of 
Kennedy v. Sampson, exercised the veto 
power during intrasession adjournments only 
by messages returning measures to the Con-
gress.’’ It also states our belief that it is not 
‘‘constructive to resurrect constitutional 
controversies long considered as settled, es-
pecially without notice or consultation.’’ 
The Congress, on numerous occasions, has 
reinforced the stance taken in that letter by 
including in certain resolutions of adjourn-
ment language affirming to the President 
the absence of ‘‘pocket veto’’ authority dur-
ing adjournments between its first and sec-
ond sessions. The House and the Senate con-
tinue to designate the Clerk of the House 
and the Secretary of the Senate, respec-
tively, as their agents to receive messages 
from the President during periods of ad-
journment. Clause 2(h) of rule II, Rules of 
the House of Representatives; House Resolu-
tion 5, 106th Congress, January 6, 1999; the 
standing order of the Senate of January 6, 
1999. In Kennedy v. Sampson, 511 F.2d 430 
(D.C. Cir. 1974), the court held that the 
‘‘pocket veto’’ is not constitutionally avail-
able during an intrasession adjournment of 
the Congress if a congressional agent is ap-
pointed to receive veto messages from the 
President during such adjournment. 

On these premises we find your assertion of 
a pocket veto power during an intrasession 
adjournment extremely troublesome. Such 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 06:43 Oct 03, 2008 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A02OC8.001 E02OCPT1w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

68
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE2198 October 2, 2008 
assertions should be avoided, in appropriate 
deference to such judicial resolution of the 
question as has been possible within the 
bounds of justifiability. 

Meanwhile, citing the precedent of Janu-
ary 23, 1990, relating to H.R. 2712 of the 101st 
Congress, the House yesterday treated both 
H.R. 4810 and H.R. 8 as having been returned 
to the originating House, their respective re-
turns not having been prevented by an ad-
journment within the meaning of article I, 
section 7, clause 2 of the Constitution. 

Sincerely, 
J. DENNIS HASTERT, 

Speaker. 
RICHARD A. GEPHARDT, 

Democratic Leader. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, November 21, 1989. 

Hon. GEORGE BUSH, 
President of the United States, The White 

House, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: This is in response to 

your action on House Joint Resolution 390. 
On August 16, 1989, you issued a memo-
randum of disapproval asserting that you 
would ‘‘prevent H.J. Res. 390 from becoming 
a law by withholding (your) signature from 
it.’’ You did not return the bill to the House 
of Representatives. 

House Joint Resolution 390 authorized a 
‘‘hand enrollment’’ of H.R. 1278, the Finan-
cial Institutions Reform, Recovery, and En-
forcement Act of 1989, by waiving the re-
quirement that the bill be printed on parch-
ment. The hand enrollment option was re-
quested by the Department of the Treasury 
to insure that the mounting daily costs of 
the savings-and-loan crisis could be stemmed 
by the earliest practicable enactment of H.R. 
1278. In the end, a hand enrollment was not 
necessary since the bill was printed on 
parchment in time to be presented to you in 
that form. 

We appreciate your judgment that House 
Joint Resolution 390 was, in the end, unnec-
essary. We believe, however, that you should 
communicate any such veto by a message re-
turning the resolution to the Congress since 
the intrasession pocket veto is constitu-
tionally infirm. 

In Kennedy v. Sampson, the United States 
Court of Appeals held that ‘‘pocket veto’’ is 
not constitutionally available during an 
intrasession adjournment of the Congress if 
a congressional agent is appointed to receive 
veto messages from the President during 
such adjournment. 511 F.2d 430 (D.C. Cir. 
1974). In the standing rules of the House, the 
Clerk is duly authorized to receive messages 
from the President at any time that the 
House is not in session. (Clause 5, Rule III, 
Rules of the House of Representatives; House 
Resolution 5, 101st Congress, January 3, 
1989.) 

Successive Presidential administrations 
since 1974 have, in accommodation of Ken-
nedy v. Sampson, exercised the veto power 
during intrasession adjournments only by 
messages returning measures to the Con-
gress. 

We therefore find your assertion of a pock-
et veto power during an intrasession ad-
journment extremely troublesome. We do 
not think it constructive to resurrect con-
stitutional controversies long considered as 
settled, especially without notice of con-
sultation. It is our hope that you might join 
us in urging the Archivist to assign a public 
law number to House Joint Resolution 390, 
and that you might eschew the notion of an 
intrasession pocket veto power, in appro-
priate deference to the judicial resolution of 
that question. 

Sincerely, 
THOMAS S. FOLEY, 

Speaker. 
ROBERT H. MICHEL, 

Republican Leader. 

ON THE BIRTH OF JUDAH 
CHRISTOPHER CALLAHAN 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I am happy to congratulate Paul and 
Jenni Callahan on the birth of their new baby 
boy. Judah Christopher Callahan was born on 
September 30, 2008, weighing nine pounds. 
Judah joins an older sister, Charlotte. He has 
been born into a loving home, where he will 
be raised by parents who are devoted to his 
well-being and bright future. 

His father, Paul, serves as senior legislative 
assistant in the office of the Second Congres-
sional District of South Carolina. 

I want to congratulate Judah’s grandparents, 
Gerald and Madonna Callahan of Greenville, 
South Carolina, and Steve and Pam Crowe of 
Greenville, South Carolina. On behalf of my 
wife Roxanne, and our entire family, we want 
to wish Paul, Jenni, Charlotte, and Judah all 
the best. 

f 

RECOGNIZING OCTOBER AS 
BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I 
wish to take a moment to recognize October 
as National Breast Cancer Awareness month. 
Excluding skin cancer, breast cancer is the 
most common cancer among women, ac-
counting for more than 1 in 4 cancers diag-
nosed in women in the United States. Breast 
cancer incidence and death rates generally in-
crease with age. White women have a higher 
incidence of breast cancer than African Amer-
ican women after the age of 40. In contrast, 
African American women have a higher inci-
dence rate before the age of 40. Of great con-
cern is the racial disparity that exists in terms 
of breast cancer outcomes. In the United 
States, African American women are 37 per-
cent more likely to die from breast cancer than 
Caucasian women, with 5-year survival rates 
being 77 percent and 90 percent, respectively. 
This discrepancy is unacceptable. 

Health disparities related to breast cancer 
exist primarily due to poor early detection of 
the cancer and limited access to high-quality 
treatment. A lack of health insurance usually is 
linked with one having a more advanced stage 
of cancer at the time of diagnosis. The pres-
ence of supplementary illnesses, lower socio-
economic status, unequal access to medical 
care, and disparities in treatment may con-
tribute to the observed differences in survival 
between lower and higher income breast can-
cer patients, specifically between African 
American and white women. 

Many institutions are taking the initiative to 
understand and address these disparities. I 
am proud that a hospital in my Congressional 
district has accepted this challenge. The Sinai 
Urban Health Institute is the largest private 
provider of charity care in the State of Illinois, 
and it has helped raise awareness and care 

for breast cancer. Sinai recently completed a 
comprehensive epidemiological analysis of 
breast cancer mortality for African American 
and Caucasian women in Chicago. Strikingly, 
the study found that black women in Chicago 
had a 68 percent higher mortality rate of 
breast cancer than Caucasian women. Fur-
ther, the study demonstrated that Caucasian 
women in Chicago had benefited from the in-
credible advancements in treatment over the 
past 2 decades, but that these treatment suc-
cesses had no impact on the mortality rate for 
African American women. This report prompt-
ed the local health community to discuss solu-
tions to the growing disparities. The experts 
involved centered their recommendations on 
three things: improve access to mammo-
grams, the quality of mammograms, and the 
quality of breast cancer treatment. To do its 
part, Sinai developed a program to increase 
the access of low-income women to mammo-
grams. I am impressed that Sinai’s efforts re-
sulted in an amazing increase in the number 
of mammograms conducted at Sinai. Specifi-
cally, the number of mammograms increased 
60 percent from 2004 to 2007. 

I also am pleased that this session I helped 
pass legislation to extend the authorization of 
the semipostal Breast Cancer Awareness 
stamp till 2011. Through the sale of this 
stamp, we are able to raise awareness of this 
disease and directly raise money for needed 
research. Sale of the Breast Cancer Semi- 
Postal stamp, first issued in 1998, has raised 
more than $54 million for breast cancer re-
search. 

As policymakers, we must continue to work 
together to raise money, promote awareness, 
and advance treatment for a cancer that is 
devastating our communities. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, pursuant to 
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, I am submitting the following informa-
tion for publication in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD regarding earmarks I received as part 
of H.R. 7110: 

Requesting Member: SHELLEY MOORE 
CAPITO. 

Account: RTDE Army. 
Title: MATRIC-Project National Shield Inte-

gration Center. 
Recipient: Keith A. Pauley, 3200 Kanawha 

Turnpike, Building 740, Suite 4300, South 
Charleston, WV 25314. 

Summary: To establish a nationally inte-
grated system-of-systems framework that can 
effectively protect the nation against terrorist 
attacks, etc. 

Account: RTDE Defense Wide. 
Title: Tactical Biometrics Operating and Sur-

veillance System (TBOSS). 
Recipient: STS International, 204 Sand Mine 

Road, PO Box 10, Berkeley Springs, WV 
25411. 
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Summary: To provide tactical forces at the 

infantry squad level the capability to enroll/ 
identify persons of interest when and where 
encountered and to communicate data up to 
battalion level to provide real-time threat miti-
gation. 

Account: RTDE Air Force. 
Title: Expert Organization Development Sys-

tem (EXODUS). 
Recipient: Triune Software, Inc., 4027 Col. 

Glenn Hwy—STE 330, Beavercreek, OH 
45431. 

Summary: To provide numerous benefits to 
the Air Force Material Command (AFMC) as 
well as other AF organizations. 

Account: Operations and Management 
Army. 

Title: Records Management Pilot Program. 
Recipient: National Veterans Technology 

Consortium, 3786 Oakwood Avenue, 
Austintown, Ohio 44515. 

Summary: To develop a proof-of-concept 
program to digitize, tag, and database Army 
records and operational material for the Nat’l 
Veterans Technology Consortium (NVTC). 

f 

GULFSTREAM CELEBRATES 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JOHN BARROW 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. BARROW. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate a milestone in the aviation indus-
try and in Savannah, Georgia: the 50th anni-
versary of flight for Gulfstream Aerospace Cor-
poration, a world-class company that has be-
come the leader in business aviation. 

Fifty years ago, Grumman Aerospace was 
based in Bethpage, New York. That year, 
Grumman test pilots Carl Alber and Fred 
Rowley took the first aircraft specifically de-
signed for business travel—the Gulfstream I 
twin-engine turboprop—on its maiden flight. 

Since that first flight, Grumman Aerospace 
has become Gulfstream Aerospace, a com-
pany with a strong Savannah presence. Over 
the past 50 years—40 of those years in Sa-
vannah—Gulfstream has manufactured more 
than 1,800 aircraft. Thirty-four governments 
operate Gulfstream jets, and 22 countries use 
Gulfstream aircraft to transport their heads-of- 
state. 

Today, Gulfstream employs more than 
6,000 people in Savannah alone, making it the 
city’s largest manufacturing employer. And 
Gulfstream is committed to Savannah’s future. 
Their long-range facilities master plan calls for 
an investment of more than $400 million over 
seven years. Gulfstream announced their plan 
in March of 2006 and is already well on its 
way to completing it. 

On August 22 of this year, Gulfstream dedi-
cated the second phase of its Research and 
Development Center, which is part of that 
master plan. I had the honor of attending that 
event, and I look forward to attending more 
like it in the years to come. 

I congratulate the employees of Gulfstream 
Aerospace Corporation, and its parent com-
pany General Dynamics, on the 50th anniver-
sary of Gulfstream flight. And I commend them 
for their commitment to the aviation industry 
and to their community. Congratulations on a 
job well done! 

HONORING INDIANA STATE 
SENATOR MARVIN RIEGSECKER 

HON. JOE DONNELLY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. DONNELLY. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor the life of distinguished Indiana 
State Senator Marvin Riegsecker. Senator 
Riegsecker, age 71, succumbed to his long 
battle with cancer on Tuesday, September 30, 
2008. 

Senator Riegsecker’s career in the Indiana 
State Senate began in 1988, and he became 
renowned and respected for his bipartisan ap-
proach to pressing issues in our great State of 
Indiana. He championed the causes of those 
who suffer, such as providing services to 
those with mental retardation and develop-
mental disabilities and protecting seniors and 
other consumers from counterfeit prescription 
drugs. These efforts justly brought him na-
tional recognition from legislative and public 
health associations. He also played an integral 
role in the promotion of higher education, 
helping to include a $16 million allocation in 
the biennial state budget for a new Ivy Tech 
Community College campus in Elkhart. Sen-
ator Riegsecker chaired the Senate Com-
mittee on Commerce, Public Policy and Inter-
state Cooperation and was ranking member of 
the Senate Committee on Energy and Envi-
ronmental Affairs. He also served as a mem-
ber of the Senate Committee on Health and 
Provider Services. 

Senator Riegsecker’s illustrious service was 
commemorated by many awards including the 
Elkhart Chamber of Commerce’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award, the Indiana Optometric 
Association’s Outstanding Service in the Pub-
lic Interest Award, and the Henry Cade Memo-
rial Award. 

Prior to his career in the state legislature, 
Senator Riegsecker earned his Bachelor of 
Science degree from the University of Colo-
rado’s School of Pharmacy and became a pil-
lar in the pharmaceutical profession. He began 
his public service career in Indiana as Elkhart 
County Coroner from 1977 to 1984 and was 
elected County Commissioner from 1985 to 
1988. 

Senator Riegsecker’s legacy as a public 
servant will be defined by his passionate ad-
vocacy and his legislative integrity. He will be 
dearly missed by his family, his constituents, 
and by Hoosiers across the State. It is with 
great pride and honor that I rise today to 
honor a great man, Indiana State Senator 
Marvin Riegsecker. 

f 

HONORING ASHER D. ALLMAN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Asher D. Allman of Kan-
sas City, Missouri. Asher is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1447, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Asher has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Asher has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Asher D. Allman for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING CONGRESSMAN TERRY 
EVERTT 

HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor our colleague Congressman TERRY 
EVERETT who is retiring from the House of 
Representatives after serving the people of 
the second district of Alabama for 16 years. 

I have had the honor of serving with Con-
gressman EVERETT on House Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence and the House 
Armed Services Committee. We served to-
gether under both Republican and Democratic 
majorities, but no matter which party led the 
House of Representatives, TERRY’s commit-
ment to his constituents and to protecting our 
Nation was unwavering. 

I first had the opportunity to work closely 
with Representative EVERETT when I served 
as ranking member of the Strategic Forces 
Subcommittee of the Armed Services Com-
mittee. As chairman of the Strategic Forces 
Subcommittee, he led efforts to examine our 
Nation’s policies on missile defense and mili-
tary space. The subcommittee also conducted 
extensive oversight of issues nuclear weap-
ons, and we worked with the Department of 
Energy to make needed improvements in se-
curity for some of our Nation’s most sensitive 
nuclear materials and information. 

During our tenure as chairman and ranking 
member of the Strategic Forces Sub-
committee, Congressman EVERETT and I vis-
ited military facilities and laboratories through-
out the country so that we could hear firsthand 
from subject matter experts the challenges 
facing our national security infrastructure. In 
addition to providing us with needed insight 
into critical issues, those trips and the time we 
spent together in Washington, gave me a win-
dow into TERRY’s warm nature, his subtle 
sense of humor, and his unending devotion to 
his beloved home State of Alabama. 

On the subject of devotion without limits, 
Terry’s beloved wife Barbara has been his 
rock through his time in service here in Con-
gress. Her love and support has been vital to 
his service, and I am sure that she will be glad 
to have him back in Alabama full-time. 

Madam/Speaker, I rise today to honor my 
good friend and colleague Congressman 
TERRY EVERETT. As he leaves Congress, he is 
leaving our Nation and our world a safer place 
for future generations. 
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A WELL-DESERVED TRIBUTE TO 

THE REVEREND HOWARD M. 
HAYWOOD 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, on November 23rd, the congregation 
of the Myrtle Baptist Church, joined by many 
of the citizens of Newton, and indeed of the 
greater Boston area, will pay a bittersweet trib-
ute to the Reverend Howard Haywood, com-
memorating the exemplary service he has pro-
vided to that congregation—and to the com-
munity at large—for more than two decades. 

Reverend Haywood took over as pastor of 
the Myrtle Baptist Church in 1985. His formal 
role ended in July of this year, and the many 
people that he served, comforted and inspired 
are gathering to honor him. At a time when 
questions of the appropriateness of the size of 
compensation have been an important topic in 
this House, I think it worthy of noting that Rev-
erend Haywood took no compensation at all 
for the extraordinary work that he has done. 

Under his leadership, the Myrtle Baptist 
Church has become a source of help for peo-
ple from all generations and walks of life. In 
the terrible aftermath of Katrina, when the 
Federal Government failed so many people, 
under the Reverend Haywood’s leadership the 
Myrtle Baptist Church did an extraordinary 
amount to provide the assistance that people 
needed. From this relatively small congrega-
tion, two truck loads of food, clothing and gifts 
were dispatched and noncongregate students 
from the surrounding colleges were so in-
spired by this that they joined the effort. 

While Howard Haywood’s works are truly 
impressive, the greatest gift he has given all of 
us is the example of a man of considerable 
talent dedicating that talent to bettering the 
lives of others and providing a wonderful ex-
ample of religion and religious service at its 
best. 

Madam Speaker, I am glad to hold out to 
the Nation the example of Howard Haywood, 
and I look forward to participating in the event 
in which I and many others will tell him how 
much we appreciate his work. 

f 

SPEAKER PELOSI RECEIVES THE 
KNIGHT’S CROSS 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to share with our col-
leagues the remarks made by the Italian Am-
bassador, the Honorable Giovanni 
Castellaneta, as he awarded you with the 
Knight’s Cross. The Knight’s Cross is the su-
preme decoration of the Order of Merit o the 
Republic of Italy and, as the highest ranking 
Italian-American in our Nation’s history, it is an 
honor which you richly deserve. I urge all of 
our colleagues to join me in congratulating you 
on the receipt of this high tribute from such an 
important ally and in thanking the Ambassador 
for recognizing the historic role you have 
played in the American story. 

AMBASSADOR GIOVANNI CASTELLANETA’S 
REMARKS VILLA FIRENZE, SEPTEMBER 16, 2008 

‘‘..il vivere libero (...) propone onori e 
premii mediante alcune oneste e determinate 
ragioni, e fuora di quelle non premia né 
onora alcuno’’. Those are the words of the 
great Italian thinker, Nicolò Machiavelli. 
Translation: ‘‘living free (...) offers honors 
and rewards for certain honest and specific 
reasons, and outside of these, honors and re-
wards none.’’ For Machiavelli rewarding 
merit, and not noble birth or riches—is the 
basis for ‘‘living free.’’ It is the very founda-
tion of democracy, where the merits of indi-
viduals are affirmed unhindered and contrib-
utes to the progress of the Nation. 

There are no doubts of the merits of the 
Honorable Speaker of the House, Nancy 
Pelosi, garnered over the years of her public 
and political engagement. Years in which she 
emerged in the United States as a prominent 
political figure and a foremost representa-
tive of Italianicity. 

The roots of her political inclinations are 
clear. Speaker Pelosi was born to a family 
with a long history in political life. I recall 
seeing a picture of Nancy in the arms of her 
father, Thomas D’Alessandro, on the cam-
paign trail that would lead him to the U.S. 
Congress representing the State of Mary-
land. 

He handed down his passion for politics to 
his children: Thomas D’Alessandro III fol-
lowed in his footsteps in Baltimore, serving 
also as Mayor from 1967 to 1971. 

It was then to be Nancy’s turn. With such 
a background, how could she not heed the 
call? Her father’s bloodline and her Italian 
genes could lead nowhere else. This legacy 
was merged with the wholly Italian senti-
ment of building a fine family (her husband 
Paul, whom she met at Georgetown Univer-
sity, the five wonderful children, Nancy 
Corinne, Christine, Jacqueline, Paul and Al-
exandra) always supporting her decision to 
go into public service and embark on a ca-
reer that would prove stellar. Let me men-
tion two moments in that process: 

(1) Her designation in the Fall of 2002 as 
House Minority Leader for the Democrats, 
the first woman in U.S. history to hold this 
post. 

(2) Her current position as Speaker of the 
U.S. House of Representatives which, accord-
ing to many, makes her the most powerful 
woman in the United States and perhaps in 
the world. 

I think the history of the D’Alessandro- 
Pelosi family is especially meaningful, main-
ly because it exemplifies and underlines the 
great contribution that Italians in America 
have made to the political edifice of this 
great country. 

It is a contribution that is part of the 
Italian gene: political beings ‘‘par excel-
lence’’ from the birth of politics. The Ro-
mans took their lessons from the Greeks, 
transformed it into an art form, and passed 
it on genetically to the Italians of later gen-
erations. In the beginning I cited Machia-
velli: Is it any wonder that the founder of 
modern political science was an Italian? 

Once in America, Italians adapted their 
calling and penchant for politics to this 
country, one they helped build in the thou-
sand assemblies and congresses of the towns, 
cities, and states of this great Nation. A vo-
cation that generations of Italian-Americans 
have knowingly and naturally expressed also 
in Washington, in Congress, wherever poli-
tics is spelled with a capital P. 

The Pelosi family is one example of how 
millions of Italian Americans have given 
their talent and their calling to help build 
its democratic conscience. 

Mark Twain used to say that ‘‘history 
never repeats itself but it does rhyme a lot.’’ 

And history will certainly continue the 
rhyme with the D’Alessandro-Pelosi family. 
Nancy’s father, Thomas, also received the 
distinction that I will be bestowing upon her 
this evening. For two members of the same 
family to be awarded the highest decoration 
of the Republic of Italy is rare indeed. 

And the similarities do not stop there. The 
D’Alessandro lived on Albemarle Street in 
Baltimore. Tonight we find ourselves on Al-
bemarle Street in Washington, so in a way 
we are reconnecting to Nancy Pelosi’s child-
hood. 

I would lastly remind of the profound 
meaning that the bestowal of this honor 
holds for my country. It is an expression of 
appreciation that Italy extends, tonight in 
the person of Speaker Nancy Pelosi, to all 
the Italian-Americans that continue to feel a 
strong bond with their country of origin and 
whose personal and professional lives are 
animated by the ‘‘Italian spirit’’ that sets us 
apart. 

Now wherefore, on behalf of the President 
of the Republic and of all the people of Italy, 
I hereby induct Nancy Patricia D’Alessandro 
Pelosi into the Order of Merit of the Repub-
lic of Italy (OMRI) with the degree of 
‘‘Knight of the Grand Cross’’ that recognizes 
merits to the Nation in the sciences, letters, 
economics and public service and in activi-
ties with social, philanthropic and humani-
tarian purposes, as well as far-reaching and 
distinguished contributions while in public 
and military service. 

f 

HONORING JOE HARATANI 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to thank Joe Haratani for his humani-
tarian efforts and his service to this country. 
Mr. Haratani was acknowledged Wednesday, 
October 1, 2008 in his home town of Sonora, 
CA. 

Joe Haratani was born in Florin, a rural 
farming community in northern California, to 
Japanese parents in October 1923. He was 
one of seven children and his father was a 
Methodist minister. In the fall of 1941 Mr. 
Haratani enrolled at Modesto Junior College. 
While attending school he worked as a house 
boy for a Caucasian family. Shortly after the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, he was let go from his 
job. Within weeks, the U.S. Government re-
stricted the movement of all Japanese and 
Japanese descendants, forbidding them to 
travel more than 5 miles away from home. On 
February 19, 1942, when President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt authorized Executive Order 
9066, Mr. Haratani, along with approximately 
110,000 other people with Japanese ancestry 
on the West Coast, was forced into 1 of 10 in-
ternment camps across the country. 

Mr. Haratani and his family were taken to 
the Merced Fairgrounds, known then as the 
Merced Assembly Center. The shelter con-
sisted of a tar paper shack until September 
when they were moved by train to the Amache 
Relocation Center in southeast Colorado. The 
camp in Colorado was surrounded by barbed 
wire and armed guards. The internees were 
largely left alone to live their lives and fend for 
themselves. Many of the people had farming 
backgrounds, so they began to plant vegeta-
bles and trees for food and shade. Mr. 
Haratani found a job as dishwasher where he 
earned about $12 dollars per month. 
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In early 1943, the U.S. Government offered 

draft eligible men the opportunity to enlist into 
the military and a way out of the camps. Mr. 
Haratani accepted this offer by pledging his 
loyalty to the U.S. Government and renounced 
loyalty to the Japanese emperor. After train-
ing, Mr. Haratani was assigned to the 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team and fought in the 
European theater. He was placed in a unit that 
consisted solely of Japanese-American sol-
diers fighting under Caucasian officers. This 
unit became the most decorated unit for its 
size in the history of the U.S. Army. The 
442nd fought along the Italian border then 
moved into France. In France, they helped to 
liberate the town of Bruyeres. Mr. Haratani es-
caped the war uninjured; he returned to Liv-
ingston, CA and resumed attending classes at 
Modesto Junior College. 

In 1946, Mr. Haratani met Amy and in Octo-
ber 1948, they were married. Shortly after 
their wedding, he was accepted into Stanford 
University and attended with full funding from 
the G.I. Bill. He graduated with a degree in 
civil engineering and earned a master’s de-
gree for the University of California at Berke-
ley in sanitary engineering. After school, Mr. 
Haratani accepted a position with the Cali-
fornia Department of Water Resources. Just 3 
years later he was approached by the U.S. 
Agency for International Development to assist 
with humanitarian services abroad. Mr. 
Haratani, his wife, and their 1-year-old son 
packed up and headed for Bolivia to work on 
improving local water sanitation. He worked in 
Bolivia (where their second son was born), in 
Nicaragua for 2 years and Vietnam. He was 
transferred to Vietnam in mid-1961. 

Upon arriving in Vietnam there were about 
55 Army advisors there, according to Mr. 
Haratani. Soon after he arrived, so did the 
troops; President John F. Kennedy made the 
decision to send 15,000 troops into Vietnam. 
Mr. Haratani maintained his position in Viet-
nam and avoided ground fire by flying to the 
rural provinces that he was assisting. His third 
son was born in Saigon. In 1963, Mr. Haratani 
was called back to the United States but soon 
joined the Peace Corps and was off again; 
this time he went alone. In the Peace Corps 
he joined the staff covering the western coast 
of South America. He was soon promoted to 
the director of the Ecuador operation. Two 
years after he joined the Peace Corps, they 
began allowing families with children to serve 
as volunteers. He resigned as country director 
and signed up his entire family for service. 

The Haratani family was assigned to the 
Galapagos Islands. He assisted in building a 
new water system and in expanding the area’s 
electrical capability. Mrs. Haratani taught 
English at a grammar school, worked as a li-
brarian at Darwin Research Station, and as-
sisted in family planning. After 2 years, the 
family’s assignment was complete. They re-
turned to the U.S. and moved into a family 
hunting cabin in Columbia, CA. Mrs. Haratani 
began to work at Columbia College, and Mr. 
Haratani worked for the U.S. Forest Service 
from 1973 to 1978. In 1978, he was called 
back to USAID. He spent 4 years in the Mid-
dle East evaluating sanitary engineering 
projects. In 1983 Mr. Haratani retired, although 
he did remain a consultant for over 10 years. 
As a consultant he traveled to Yemen, Egypt, 
Chad, Mexico, Papua New Guinea, the Gaza 

Strip, Ethiopia, and Central America. Today, 
Mr. and Mrs. Haratani live in Sonora, CA. 
Their three sons and two grandchildren live 
throughout California. Mr. Haratani is living a 
peaceful and relaxing life for the first time 
ever. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to acknowl-
edge and thank Joe Haratani for his commit-
ment to this Nation. I invite my colleagues to 
join me in wishing Mr. Haratani many more 
happy years of retirement. 

f 

HONORING GAIGE HARRY POPE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Gaige Harry Pope of Blue 
Springs, Missouri. Gaige is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1603, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Gaige has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Gaige has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Gaige Harry Pope for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
RABBI SOLOMON SCHIFF 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to honor one of south Florida’s 
most distinguished residents, Rabbi Solomon 
Schiff. For more than 40 years, Rabbi Schiff 
has dedicated his efforts to increasing and 
strengthening interfaith cooperation in south 
Florida. 

Due to his service and his undying commit-
ment to our community, he will be awarded 
the Papal Medal Benemerenti by Pope Bene-
dict XVI. This prestigious award was instituted 
by Pope Gregory XVI in 1832. The medal is 
awarded to recognize those individuals who 
have helped foster outstanding interfaith col-
laboration with the Catholic church. 

Rabbi Schiff served as executive vice presi-
dent of the Rabbinical Association of Greater 
Miami for 42 years before retiring in 2006. He 
has also worked as staff chaplain for patients 
of all faiths at Mount Sinai Medical Center in 
Miami Beach. His devotion to his work led him 
to serve as Chairman of the Dade County 
Community Relations Board and as President 
of the National Association of Jewish Chap-
lains. 

Rabbi Schiff’s guidance and expertise on 
interfaith cooperation earned him appearances 

on CBS’s ‘‘60 Minutes’’ and NBC’s ‘‘Nightline’’ 
news magazine shows. His love for people of 
all faiths and his conviction that common 
ground can be found among all is an example 
for us all. I am blessed to have him represent 
my district, but even more grateful to call him 
a friend. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND 
RETIREMENT OF JIM WILSON 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the service 
of a valued staff member—Dr. James Wil-
son—who will retire at the end of this year 
from the staff of the Committee on Science 
and Technology. As the staff director of the 
Subcommittee on Research and Science Edu-
cation, Jim’s expertise and wisdom on issues 
of science and research policy and the federal 
role in science and math education are un-
matched. 

Jim has served on the professional staff of 
the Committee since 1987. In his 21 years of 
service on the committee he has ably sup-
ported the oversight and authorization of the 
National Science Foundation; the U.S. Fire 
Administration; the National Earthquake Haz-
ards Reduction Program; and K–12, under-
graduate, and graduate science, mathematics, 
engineering, and technology education pro-
grams under the committee’s jurisdiction. He 
has also played key roles in the committee’s 
work on nanotechnology, high performance 
computing and communications, and informa-
tion systems security. Moreover, Jim played a 
very important role in the formulation of the 
America COMPETES Act—an initiative en-
acted into law last year that will go a long way 
towards fostering increased investment in in-
novation and improve the competitiveness of 
the U.S. Jim’s contributions were instrumental 
in making it a good and effective piece of leg-
islation. 

Before coming to the Hill, Jim, who has a 
Ph.D. in aerospace engineering from West Vir-
ginia University, managed research programs 
in fluid dynamics at the Air Force Office of Sci-
entific Research in Washington, DC, and 
served as an officer in the U.S. Air Force at 
the Flight Dynamics Laboratory at Wright-Pat-
terson AFB, OH. 

Madam Speaker, Jim’s dry wit, thoughtful 
approach to policy, institutional knowledge, 
and general unflappability have made him a 
valued member of the committee staff. I know 
that all of the Science and Technology Com-
mittee’s Members and staff wish him and his 
wife Sandra well as he moves on to a well-de-
served retirement. With his love of tennis, trav-
el, driving his Porsche, and enjoyment of the 
area’s cultural offerings, I know that he will not 
be bored once he leaves the Hill. In closing, 
I just want to say thank you, Jim, for your 
many years of dedicated and loyal service. 
We will miss you. 
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CONGRATULATING EASTERN SEN-

IOR HIGH SCHOOL’S CLASSES OF 
1957, 1958 AND 1959 ON THE OCCA-
SION OF THEIR 50TH YEAR 
CLASS REUNION 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of the Eastern High School grad-
uating classes of 1957, 1958, and 1959. 
These alumni will be remembered in the his-
tory of our country as the first African Ameri-
cans to attend classes that were no longer 
segregated in the District of Columbia after the 
Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board of 
Education. The courage and determination 
shown by these pioneers when they were 
teenagers were harbingers of the success, 
professional achievement, and exemplary lives 
that have characterized the classes of 1957, 
1958, and 1959. 

I ask the House to join me in honoring the 
50th anniversary classes of 1957, 1958, and 
1959 at Eastern High School in the Nation’s 
capital. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE UNITED STATES 
COAST GUARD AS THE HONORED 
SERVICE AT MILITARY APPRE-
CIATION DAY AT EAST CARO-
LINA UNIVERSITY 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today before you to pay tribute to the United 
States Coast Guard, who will be the honored 
service on October 18th, 2008, during Military 
Appreciation Day at East Carolina University’s 
home football game against Memphis. East 
Carolina University, which is in my district, has 
long demonstrated an appreciation for the 
Armed Services and the incredible sacrifices 
their members make on a daily basis. 

The United States Coast Guard operates 
several commands in Elizabeth City, North 
Carolina, which I have the privilege of rep-
resenting. Among these commands is the Na-
tional Strike Force Coordination Center 
(NSFCC), which is responsible for responding 
to chemical, biological, and radiological 
events, National Security Events, and Weap-
ons of Mass Destruction events. The NSFCC 
is the command component of three subordi-
nate teams and oversees operations of the At-
lantic Strike Team, Gulf Strike Team, and Pa-
cific Strike Team. 

Coast Guard Air Station Elizabeth City is an 
Air Search and Rescue, Law Enforcement, 
Port and Waterway Patrols, and Homeland 
Security component. Air Station Elizabeth City 
also supports the Coast Guard Atlantic Area, 
and International Ice Patrol. Support Center 
Elizabeth City is responsible for providing 
logistical support for the tenant commands lo-
cated on the Coast Guard base in Elizabeth 
City. 

Coast Guard Station Elizabeth City deals 
with surface response for Search and Rescue, 
Law Enforcement, Port and Waterways Pa-

trols, and Homeland Security. The Aviation 
Repair and Supply Center (AR&SC) is respon-
sible for maintaining the parts and supply in-
ventory, technical data and conducting repairs 
for Coast Guard aviation assets. The Aviation 
Technical Training Center (ATTC) is respon-
sible for training mechanical and electrical 
aviation engineers and airmen. 

During the ECU game, Rear Admiral Ronald 
Hewitt, Commander of Maintenance and Lo-
gistics Command Atlantic Area, will serve as 
the senior Coast Guard representative. Petty 
Officer Joseph Ruggiero will assist with the 
coin toss. Petty Officer Ruggiero received the 
Bronze Star Medal and Purple Heart Medal for 
his selfless service in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. A Coast Guard fly-over will 
precede the action on the field, and the Coast 
Guard will display several small boats, a dive 
locker, and information tables to represent var-
ious service missions. 

Madam Speaker, it is with tremendous pride 
that I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
paying tribute to all of our armed services, but 
especially the United States Coast Guard for 
their continued support and vigilance in de-
fense of our Nation. 

f 

HONORING JAY CEE PAGE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Jay Cee Page of Kansas 
City, Missouri. Jay is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1740, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Jay has been very active with his troop, par-
ticipating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Jay has been involved with Scout-
ing, he has not only earned numerous merit 
badges, but also the respect of his family, 
peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Jay Cee Page for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF JOHN CURRY 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I am grateful to submit the following 
thoughtful memorial that ran in the Island 
Packet in Hilton Head Island, SC, remem-
bering the life and service of John Curry. John 
was a dear friend and a lifelong leader in his 
community. 

[From the Island Packet, Sept. 28, 2008] 
A LOOK AT THE LIFE OF ISLAND TOURISM 

CHAMPION JOHN CURRY 
(By Janet Smith and David Lauderdale) 

For 35 years, John Curry had a singular 
impact on the development of Hilton Head 
Island’s tourism industry and the island’s 
place in the world. 

That impact came in a determined pursuit 
to keep Hilton Head viable, even through the 
toughest of economic times, and to maintain 
what drew millions of visitors and the is-
land’s nearly 40,000 permanent residents here 
in the first place. 

Curry, 78, died Friday night at Hilton Head 
Hospital after suffering a brain aneurysm 
during lunch with his wife, Valerie, and 
friends at the Hilton Head Yacht Club. 

Only the late Charles Fraser, who carved a 
new community out of the forests of Sea 
Pines and set the stage for future planned 
communities, did more to shape the island’s 
modern development. But Curry, who came 
to Hilton Head to work for Fraser in 1973 as 
executive vice president of the old Sea Pines 
Co., dealt with the nuts and bolts of legisla-
tion, incorporation and operations that ulti-
mately shaped Hilton Head as a resort des-
tination and residential community. In the 
process, he shaped tourism statewide. 

Along the way, he played a critical role in 
creating the Town of Hilton Head Island and 
establishing the island as a year-round re-
sort community. He also helped negotiate 
and get through the legislature the state ac-
commodations tax, which has provided mil-
lions of dollars in marketing money for the 
local tourism industry, as well as funding for 
arts and cultural groups here. 

CENTER OF THE STORM 

Curry’s work was not without controversy. 
He often was caught up in the clash of com-
peting tourism and residential interests and 
served as a lightning rod for those who 
thought the island was changing for the 
worse. As the tourism industry’s most visi-
ble spokesman, he took the heat for the in-
dustry, accused of putting self-interest over 
community interests. 

He played that same lightning rod role at 
the Hilton Head Island Airport, serving on 
the Beaufort County Aviation Advisory 
Board for many years. 

Native islander Perry White said he and 
Curry agreed on little, if anything, in 35 
years of tangling on issues from incorpora-
tion of the island to expansion of the airport. 

But White said their disagreements were 
never personal. They even swapped stories 
about lessons learned from their grand-
fathers. 

‘‘I had tremendous respect for John, and I 
think he had respect for me,’’ White said. 
‘‘John’s contributions were tremendous. I’ll 
miss John. He was one of the mediating 
forces on the Airport Advisory Board, and 
with all the firebrands coming on now, I’m 
beginning to appreciate that more.’’ 

The last time the two saw each other was 
at a recent Beaufort County Council com-
mittee meeting. Curry handed White a copy 
of a proposed charter change to the airport 
advisory board. 

BACK FROM THE BRINK 

One of Curry’s toughest business chal-
lenges came in November 1986, when he was 
tapped to run Hilton Head’s largest employer 
as it plunged into bankruptcy. 

Curry was named trustee for Hilton Head 
Holdings Corp., a company that had been 
cobbled together from the assets of two long-
time island companies—the Sea Pines Co. 
and the Hilton Head Co.—less than two years 
before. The company owned property and 
business operations in Sea Pines, Shipyard, 
Wexford, Port Royal and Indigo Run. Its col-
lapse directly affected a third of the island, 
but the entire community reeled from the 
blow. 

The company was in debt to the tune of 
$100 million, 90 percent of that in real estate 
mortgages. But more than 2,000 creditors, 
many of them local businesses, were owed $10 
million. 
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The bankruptcy threatened not only indi-

vidual livelihoods, but the reputation of Hil-
ton Head as a first-class resort and the fu-
ture of the island’s premier sporting event, 
the Heritage Classic professional golf tour-
nament. National media swarmed to Hilton 
Head to cover the story of a premier resort 
falling into disrepute. 

The island company had been wrested from 
developer Bobby Ginn earlier in 1986 and put 
in the hands of a New York businessman, 
Philip Schwab. But Schwab’s financial em-
pire collapsed, along with the savings and 
loan industry, pulling down the Hilton Head 
properties. 

Schwab was supposed to prop up the failing 
island company. Instead, he started pulling 
money out of Hilton Head. Schwab said that 
his net worth at the time he took control of 
the company was $50 million to $60 million; 
he estimated in 1987 that he owed $500 mil-
lion. 

When asked in October 1987 what he had 
told people he would do to save the company, 
Schwab replied, ‘‘Nobody ever asked me.’’ 

U.S. District Judge Sol Blatt Jr., who ap-
pointed Curry as trustee, and former S.C. 
Gov. John West succeeded in getting the 
South Carolina properties separated from 
the rest of Schwab’s holdings. Blatt took the 
rare step of holding on to the bankruptcy 
case rather than turn it over to a U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court judge. Blatt for many years 
owned a house in Palmetto Dunes and was a 
longtime friend of West. 

Blatt, West and Curry had no bankruptcy 
experience. (At one of the first hearings in 
the case, Blatt described himself and West as 
‘‘the blind leading the blind.’’) Curry’s resort 
operations experience brought him to the 
table. 

The challenge was to balance what they 
thought was right for Hilton Head with the 
pressures to sell the company’s assets for the 
most money possible to pay off creditors. 
Those competing interests made for fiery 
court hearings, and it eventually resulted in 
Blatt’s removal from the case by the Fourth 
Circuit Court of Appeals. The court said 
Blatt’s Hilton Head ties had created at least 
the appearance of a conflict of interest. 

Blatt’s activism was extremely unusual, 
but the fear of lasting repercussions for Hil-
ton Head was palpable. In January 1987, 
Blatt said, ‘‘I’m not going to supervise the 
demise of Hilton Head Island when I can stop 
it.’’ 

Throughout 1987, Curry and his team strug-
gled to keep resort and real estate oper-
ations going while figuring out how to keep 
the gated communities caught in the bank-
ruptcy as intact as possible. 

KEEPING THE HERITAGE 
Saving the Heritage also was a primary 

goal. The PGA Tour was unhappy with the 
condition of Harbour Town Golf Links, 
where the Heritage was played. The course 
had been neglected as the Sea Pines Co.’s 
fortunes sank. Making matters worse was 
that the purse check for another Tour event 
held at Harbour Town in the fall of 1986 had 
bounced. 

Curry flew to Jacksonville, Fla., to meet 
with the PGA Tour commissioner. When told 
the only way to keep the Heritage was to sell 
Harbour Town Golf Links to the Tour, Curry 
got up and walked out. It worked. 

The tournament stayed, and Curry then 
leaned on Angus Cotton, who had moved to 
the island in 1981 as general manager of the 
Marriott resort hotel in Shipyard, to produce 
a $1 million letter of credit from local busi-
nesses to guarantee the purse for the 1987 
tournament. To do it, they formed the non-
profit Heritage Classic Foundation to stage 
the tournament. To date, that group’s chari-
table giving from tournament proceeds has 
topped $16 million. 

In the end, the bankrupt company’s Sea 
Pines assets went to residents of that com-
munity who put together their own com-
pany, Sea Pines Associates. Most of the 
other properties went back to mortgage 
holder Marathon Oil Co. Indigo Run ended up 
in the hands of the Federal Resolution Trust 
Corp. and was sold to the Melrose Co. in 1991. 

After getting baptized in the arcane world 
of bankruptcy law, Curry continued to work 
as a trustee in many other cases. 

‘HEADS IN BEDS’ 
But Curry’s most enduring legacy will be 

his work in tourism. 
‘‘Before John, we had tourism but it was 

almost always linked to selling real estate,’’ 
Cotton said. ‘‘He was interested in putting 
heads in beds and pushing tourism in the off- 
peak months.’’ 

Curry and Cotton took countless trips to 
cold cities, pitching the island and offering 
tourism leaders there free stays back on Hil-
ton Head. 

Friends say that no matter where Curry 
went around the world, he always seemed to 
know people. 

Cotton and others worked with Curry to 
shape the state Accommodations Tax Act in 
1984. With assurances that part of the 2 per-
cent tax on overnight lodging would go to 
local tourism marketing and to local organi-
zations to promote tourism, Curry helped 
sell it to skeptical industry leaders state-
wide. 

Curry, who led the island’s Visitor and 
Convention Bureau for 17 years, also pushed 
legislation to relax state liquor laws and 
allow Sunday sales. 

‘‘He was very pragmatic,’’ Cotton said, 
‘‘very pragmatic. In the arts and education 
and a lot of other ways people didn’t see, he 
was behind the scenes trying to smooth the 
way and work things out.’’ 

FLYING HIGH 
To understand Curry’s involvement with 

the airport, one first must understand his 
passion for flying, said David Ames, chair-
man of county Aviation Advisory Board and 
a close friend of Curry’s. They shared office 
space for 20 years. 

‘‘I think he was happiest in the air,’’ Ames 
said. ‘‘He just loved the adventure and the 
freedom flying gave him.’’ 

As a tourism leader, Curry also understood 
how important the airport is to the economy 
and the island experience, Ames said. 

‘‘John believed the airport provided an es-
sential support for the standard of life on the 
island,’’ he said. ‘‘The convenience of the is-
land airport is tremendously important, and 
John knew that. And coming from the serv-
ice business, he knew it was important how 
a passenger feels about Hilton Head when 
getting off that airplane. He was always 
looking for ways to make the airport better, 
and he spent whatever time it took.’’ 

Bill Miles, president and CEO of the Hilton 
Head Island-Bluffton Chamber of Commerce, 
said, ‘‘The Hilton Head Island we know today 
is in part due to the tireless efforts of John, 
with his wonderful obsession to get it right 
and make this the unique destination it has 
become. He created a lasting legacy for us 
all, with courage, true grit, determination 
and with a real grace and style that was all 
his own.’’ 

In memory of John Curry. 
A memorial service for John Curry, 78, is 

at 2 p.m. Monday at First Presbyterian 
Church, 540 William Hilton Parkway. 

Surviving are his wife of 36 years, Valerie; 
three sons, David (Rozana) Curry of Bur-
bank, Calif., Edward (Kelly) Curry of Toluca 
Lake, Calif., and Donn Curry of Portland, 
Ore.; two grandchildren, Matthew and Adam 
Curry; a brother, David Curry of Berkeley, 
Calif.; and a former daughter-in-law, Lynn 

Curry. He was preceded in death by his twin 
sister, Jeanette; and his first wife, Martha 
Weathersbee Curry. 

f 

100-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF METH-
ODIST HOSPITAL, INDIANAPOLIS, 
INDIANA 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to honor the 100-year anniversary 
of the Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis, Indi-
ana. I am fortunate to have such a hospital fa-
cility in my district. Over 100 years ago, on 
October 25, 1905, the cornerstone for Meth-
odist Hospital was laid. Three years later, in 
1908, the hospital was open to the public. Pa-
tient fees started at $7 a week and the hos-
pital adopted a policy to care for the impover-
ished at no charge. Many things have 
changed since then. The hospital has grown in 
size and provides new services to fit the ever- 
growing needs of the city. But many things 
have stayed the same. The hospital’s commit-
ment to serve the disadvantaged and provide 
state-of-the-art, innovative medical care is as 
important a part of Methodist’s mission today 
as it was 100 years ago. 

Methodist Hospital has always been on the 
forefront of health care. During the baby boom 
of the 1940s, it established the first premature 
birth station in the state. Methodist was the 
first Indiana hospital to perform open-heart 
surgery, in 1965. Seven years later, in 1972, 
its doctors performed the state’s first kidney 
transplant. In 1982 the world’s first successful 
heart transplant at a private hospital was per-
formed at Methodist, followed 7 years later by 
the performance of the state’s first heart lung 
transplant. 

Today, Methodist is one of only two adult 
regional Level 1 Trauma centers in Indiana. It 
houses an 899-bed facility and is one of the 
largest teaching hospitals in the Midwest. It 
runs the Indiana Poison Center in addition to 
staffing the LifeLine helicopter ambulances. 
Additionally, Methodist is also the official 
health care provider for the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to congratu-
late all the doctors, nurses and health care 
professionals for being part of such an excep-
tional health care organization and thank them 
for their dedication to the health and well- 
being of the people of Indiana. 

f 

HONORING JEREMY JAMES FAJEN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Jeremy James Fajen of 
Blue Springs, Missouri. Jeremy is a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1763, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jeremy has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
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many years Jeremy has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Jeremy James Fajen for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

WORLD PSORIASIS DAY 

HON. TODD RUSSELL PLATTS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. PLATTS. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize October 29, 2008, as World Psoriasis 
Day. 

Madam Speaker, over 125 million individ-
uals across the globe have been diagnosed 
with psoriasis or psoriatic arthritis. Psoriasis is 
a lifelong skin disorder that causes thick, red 
lesions to appear on the skin. These lesions 
are often painful and itchy for the diagnosed 
individual. 

Unfortunately, there is currently no cure for 
psoriasis. A number of treatments have been 
developed and are often effective in controlling 
the disease. However, continual therapy is 
usually essential. 

I became aware of World Psoriasis Day 
through a constituent of mine, Nicholas Stem, 
who was diagnosed with psoriasis when he 
was just 7 years old. Fortunately, Nicholas has 
been able to control his psoriasis by taking a 
biologic drug in the form of an injection every 
week. 

I am honored to represent the Stem family, 
who have made advocacy on behalf of Nich-
olas and the millions of other individuals af-
fected by psoriasis a family mission. At 9 
years of age, Nicholas has already given edu-
cational presentations in front of his class-
mates, Cub Scout pack, and Members of Con-
gress and their staffs. I commend the Stem 
family for their efforts. 

World Psoriasis Day aims to bring global 
awareness to the disease and increase the 
understanding of psoriasis within the general 
public. A long-standing myth is that psoriasis 
is contagious. This myth is perhaps one of the 
most damaging psychologically to individuals 
with psoriasis and is simply untrue. 

It is my hope that someday a cure for psori-
asis will be discovered. Until that time, Madam 
Speaker, it is important for efforts such as 
World Psoriasis Day to bring awareness 
around the globe regarding the prevalence of 
the disease and the need for effective 
treatments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CAPTAIN CHARLES 
L. STUPPARD WITH THE U.S. DE-
PARTMENT OF THE NAVY FOR 
HIS SERVICE AS COMMANDER OF 
TASK GROUP 56.6 IN KUWAIT, 
IRAQ, AND AFGHANISTAN 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I 
wish to take a moment to recognize Captain 

Charles L. Stuppard with the United States 
Navy for his service and dedication as Com-
mander of Task Group 56.6 in Kuwait, Iraq, 
and Afghanistan. As the Navy Individual 
Augmentee Support Group, Task Group 56.6 
serves to in-process, oversee, train, out-proc-
ess and care for members of the Navy as-
signed as Individual Augmentees to duties in 
the Global War on Terrorism. Rather than 
being a member of a particular military struc-
ture, such as a brigade or battalion, an ‘‘Indi-
vidual Augmentee’’ (or IA) is a Sailor who fills 
a position for which there is a shortage or high 
demand. After a year serving as the Com-
mander of TG 56.6, On Thursday, June 5, 
2008, a Change of Command Ceremony took 
place at the CDR Phillip Murphy-Sweet War-
rior Transition Program Facility, Camp Arifjan, 
Kuwait to recognize Captain Stuppard’s lead-
ership. 

When I think of Captain Stuppard, I am re-
minded of the words of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and Rosalynn Carter. Reverend Doctor King 
reflected, ‘‘The ultimate measure of a man is 
not where he stands in moments of comfort, 
but where he stands at times of challenge and 
controversy.’’ Mrs. Carter once said, ‘‘A leader 
takes people where they want to go. A great 
leader takes people where they don’t nec-
essarily want to go, but ought to be.’’ As the 
Commander of the Navy’s IA Support Group, 
Captain Stuppard demonstrated the spirit of 
these quotes. During a time of great conflict 
and challenge, he was responsible for ensur-
ing that thousands of Sailors were supported 
and cared for while performing a variety of 
specialized positions to meet theater require-
ments in Kuwait, Iraq and Afghanistan. To ac-
complish this, Captain Stuppard enhanced the 
check-in and training process of incoming per-
sonnel to theater, improved the support struc-
tures, provided oversight during the deploy-
ment, and strengthened supports for returning 
service members. Central to these successes 
were his commitment and ability to coordinate 
and streamline operational relationships within 
IA and non-IA stakeholders to provide the 
services needed by all to our IA sailors in the 
Global War on Terrorism. His coordinated ef-
forts improved administrative efficiencies, 
which reduced the immediate risk and burden 
on deployed Expeditionary forces. Captain 
Stuppard was lauded for his ‘‘Sailor first’’ phi-
losophy—developing programs, ensuring key 
supports for military personnel, and estab-
lishing benchmarks for continuous support for 
future operations. These activities demand 
adept leadership and an acute sense of mis-
sion goals to address the rapidly changing 
needs of deployed Sailors. 

Truly, these accomplishments are impres-
sive and worthy of the recognition of the 
United States House of Representatives. I 
wish Captain Stuppard well in his new role as 
the Executive Assistant to the Commander of 
Navy Installations Command at the Wash-
ington Navy Yard. I am certain that in this po-
sition he will continue to serve his country with 
honor, lead with wisdom, and display courage 
that few demonstrate but many admire. 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. WOODFIN 
K. GROVE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I would like to request the House’s attention 
today to pay recognition to a special day in 
the life of a constituent of mine, Mr. Woodfin 
K. Grove. 

On October 23rd, Mr. Grove will celebrate 
his 90th birthday. To help commemorate this 
special occasion, his friends and church family 
are surprising him with a dinner at The Bridge 
at First United Methodist Church in Anniston, 
Alabama on October 22nd. 

Woodfin K. Grove was born in Birmingham, 
Alabama, and was an only child. He grad-
uated from Ensley High School and Bir-
mingham Southern, both located in Bir-
mingham. He received his degree in Theology 
from Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia. Mr. 
Grove married Dorothy Rowland with whom 
he had one daughter, Ann, and one grandson, 
John. 

Today Mr. Grove is loved by everyone. He 
is known for his good advice to those around 
him and serves as a wise leader in his church. 
He and his wife, Dot, both are young at heart 
and have been known to ride around Anniston 
on his motorcycle or in his sports car. They at-
tend First United Methodist Church in Anniston 
where he became Pastor Emeritus in 2001. 

I would like to congratulate Mr. Grove on 
reaching this important milestone in his life. I 
wish him a happy birthday and the best in the 
future. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF AMERICAN 
DIABETES MONTH 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, as we ap-
proach November, American Diabetes 
Month, I would like to take this opportunity to 
recognize the significant daily challenges 
faced by those struggling with chronic dis-
eases such as diabetes. At a time when our 
Nation is facing urgent crises from the econ-
omy to foreign policy, some Americans may 
wonder why it is important to worry about dia-
betes. The fact is that diabetes has become 
one of the most urgent public health crises of 
the 21st century. More than 24 million children 
and adults in the U.S. are already bearing the 
daily consequences of living with diabetes, 
and the numbers continue to grow. 

Diabetes comes in 2 main forms: Type 1 di-
abetes, or ‘‘juvenile diabetes,’’ often develops 
in children, adolescents, and young adults; 
and Type 2 diabetes, which typically develops 
after age 40, but is appearing with increasing, 
and alarming, frequency in children. Although 
the causes of type 1 diabetes are not entirely 
known, it is not caused by obesity or by eating 
excessive sugar. There is a crucial and con-
tinuing need for research on the causes, pre-
vention, treatment and cure of Type I Diabe-
tes. That is why I am so pleased to have sup-
ported the Medicare Improvements for Pa-
tients and Providers Act of 2008, which ex-
tended the Special Diabetes Program and the 
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Special Diabetes Program for Indians through 
September 30, 2011, and provided $300 mil-
lion for type 1 diabetes research. 

According to the Juvenile Diabetes Re-
search Foundation, an estimated 15,000 chil-
dren and adolescents are diagnosed with type 
1 diabetes in the U.S. each year. These are 
children like 8-year-old Sophie Baum, a young 
constituent of mine who was diagnosed with 
diabetes as a baby and spent her first birthday 
in the Intensive Care Unit being treated for her 
illness. Sophie has benefited from research 
advances such as the insulin pump and con-
tinuous glucose sensor, but must contend with 
the complexities of life as a diabetic, in which 
every trip to the kitchen table or even a birth-
day party requires counting carbohydrates and 
calculating the right amount of insulin. I am 
pleased to submit her story, as told to the Ju-
venile Diabetes Research Foundation, in the 
record below. 

We must also take steps to better prevent 
and manage Type 2 diabetes, which accounts 
for 90 to 95 percent of cases of diabetes. Un-
like Type 1 diabetes, the risk for Type 2 diabe-
tes is strongly associated with the epidemic of 
overweight and obesity that threatens to over-
whelm our increasingly strained health care 
system. According to the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation, medical costs for diabe-
tes in the U.S. amount to $174 billion per 
year, and nearly 1⁄3 of every Medicare dollar is 
spent on people with diabetes. The good news 
is that, in many cases, Type 2 diabetes can 
be prevented or delayed. The NIH-funded Dia-
betes Prevention Program showed that mod-
est weight loss (5 to 7 percent of body weight) 
and 30 minutes of exercise 5 times per week 
can reduce the risk of diabetes by 58 percent. 

Sophie’s story and the overwhelming na-
tional statistics on diabetes speak for them-
selves. Therefore, let us commit to a com-
prehensive approach to addressing diabetes 
and other chronic diseases through preven-
tion, education, treatment, and research that 
we hope one day will find a cure. 

Hi, my name is Sophie Baum. When I was 
a baby—not even 12 months old—one of my 
baby teachers, who had diabetes, noticed I 
was drinking a lot, and stealing other kids’ 
sippy cups. She thought I looked sick, so she 
told my mom to take me to the hospital that 
night. 

We went to the hospital, where they did a 
lot of tests, and figured out I had diabetes. I 
spent my first birthday in the intensive care 
unit. The nurses were feeling sad that I was 
in the hospital, so they bought me a doll. I 
was given a glucometer so I could check my 
blood sugars. 

I was on insulin shots for a long time, but 
I was given a bear, and it showed where you 
can put the shots in. I had to eat meals at 
the same time every day. 

When I was 2, I got an insulin pump. It was 
much easier to have the pump instead of 
sharp shots going into my body, and I could 
eat any time I wanted. One day, when I was 
three, my parents heard a beep. They turned 
around and realized that I had taught myself 
to check my blood sugar, and I’ve been doing 
it myself since then. 

When I was 6, I got a continuous glucose 
sensor, which tells you what my sugar is 
every 5 minutes and sends it to my pump by 
radio. After a while, the radio transmitter 
broke. We got a new one that was exactly 
the same. Then I got a new, smaller one that 
looks like a mushroom. In fact, it works a 
little better. So I actually wear 2 devices at 
all times. One gives me insulin, that’s my in-
sulin pump, and the other checks my blood 

sugar, that’s my sensor. My parents call me 
the bionic girl. 

I have pump packs that hold my insulin 
pump. I recently got a new one with dogs on 
it, and there’s another one that comes with 
it that is for your doll. I got it because my 
doll likes to have diabetes, like me. 

At school, I check my sensor a lot, and if 
it says I am going low, I have to check my 
blood sugar on my glucometer. If I get too 
low, I could have a seizure or pass out. If I 
get too high too often, I might have kidney, 
eye, or heart problems later on. 

It’s hard to have diabetes, because I can’t 
have a lot of sweets at birthday parties, like 
cake and anything that does not have the 
carbohydrates marked on it like any home-
made stuff or if somebody through out the 
wrapper. I will explain what I mean by that: 
every time I want to eat something, I have 
to figure out how many carbohydrates are in 
that food. And then I can calculate how 
much insulin to give myself. At home, my 
mom uses a scale to weigh out every single 
thing that I eat, then she knows how much 
insulin I will need. It’s hard when we go to a 
restaurant to eat, because my mom and my 
dad have to guess how much insulin I will 
need. If I give myself too much insulin, my 
blood sugar will be too low in a few hours. If 
I don’t give enough, then my sugar will be 
too high. So, my parents and I think about 
carbohydrates for every bite of food that I 
eat. Eating, for me, is very complicated! 

Scientists have been working on a cure for 
diabetes, but for that they need money. In 
the past four years since 2003 my family 
team, Team Sophie, has raised over $90,000. 
This year my family and I raised $16,000 and 
we would like to raise more next year. 

Thank you for listening to my story and 
for supporting JDRF! 

f 

HONORING JOSHUA WILLIAM 
EDWARDS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Joshua William Edwards 
of Kansas City, Missouri. Joshua is a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 1740, and earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Joshua has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Joshua has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Joshua William Edwards 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 

f 

HONORING ETHAN JOSEPH WINS-
LOW MONAGHAN FOR HIS HER-
OISM 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor and acknowledge Ethan Joseph 

Winslow Monaghan, a hero, upon earning the 
Boy Scouts of America National Heroism 
Medal for Lifesaving. 

Ethan Monaghan, of Plymouth, Michigan, a 
nine-year-old and first year Webelos Cub 
Scout saved his younger brother’s life on Au-
gust 23, 2007. Five-year-old Steven D. 
Monaghan II had flipped off an inflatable pool 
tube into five feet of water. Too short to touch 
the bottom and unable to swim, Steven started 
to scream for help before going under the 
water. Ethan heard the cries of help and 
bravely dove into the pool, wrapped his arms 
around Steven’s waist, and pulled his head 
above the water. Ethan, also unable to touch 
the bottom of the pool, was able to swim his 
brother over to adults. Thankfully, Steven did 
not require mouth-to-mouth resuscitation or 
other medical attention because of Ethan’s 
rapid response and instinct. 

Although Ethan has never received any for-
mal lifesaving training, the skills he learned as 
a Cub Scout helped to avert a tragedy. Subse-
quent to a thorough review of his actions by 
the Detroit Area Council of Boy Scouts, Ethan 
was presented the Boy Scouts of America Na-
tional Heroism Medal for Lifesaving, which, on 
average, fewer than three hundred boys re-
ceive a year. To his brother, Steven, and par-
ents Dr. and Mrs. Steven and Audrey 
Monaghan, Ethan will be a triumphant hero for 
years to come. 

Madam Speaker, Ethan Joseph Winslow 
Monaghan should be recognized for his cour-
age, determination, and selfless action. I ask 
my colleagues to join me in congratulating 
Ethan Monaghan for obtaining the Boy Scouts 
of America National Heroism Medal for Life-
saving and honoring Ethan’s devotion to his 
community and our country. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. ROBERT 
D’ALESSANDRI, THE 2008 ‘‘MAN 
OF THE YEAR’’ FOR THE COLUM-
BUS DAY ASSOCIATION OF 
LACKAWANNA COUNTY 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask you and my esteemed colleagues 
in the House of Representatives to pay tribute 
to Dr. Robert D’Alessandri, president and 
dean of the Commonwealth Medical College in 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, who was named 
‘‘Man of the Year’’ by the Columbus Day As-
sociation of Lackawanna County. 

Dr. D’Alessandri was selected to be the first 
president and dean of the fledgling medical 
college where he serves as chief executive of-
ficer and chief academic officer. He comes to 
northeastern Pennsylvania following 18 years 
of experience in senior leadership positions at 
West Virginia University including 15 years as 
dean of the WVU School of Medicine. 

Instrumental in expanding health profes-
sional programs at WVU and establishing pro-
grams in occupational medicine and public 
health, he was also involved in the develop-
ment of the Strategic Research Plan at the 
WVU Health Sciences Center, a $54 million 
investment in biomedical research and eco-
nomic development. 

Dr. D’Alessandri faces the enormous chal-
lenge of establishing the region’s first medical 
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college, the mission of which is to educate as-
piring physicians and scientists to serve soci-
ety using a community-based, patient-cen-
tered, interprofessional and evidence-based 
model of education that promotes discovery 
and utilizes innovative techniques. 

The goal of the Commonwealth Medical 
College is to increase the number of physi-
cians in northeastern Pennsylvania. During the 
next 20 years, the facility is expected to add 
425 practicing physicians to the region. It is 
also expected to add $70 million to the local 
economy once it opens and create 1,000 new 
jobs that directly and indirectly supports the fa-
cility’s operations. 

Ultimately, the project intends to create a 
unique medical education experience that fos-
ters collaboration among interdisciplinary team 
members, patient-centered care and improving 
the health of the regional population. 

A graduate of New York Medical College, 
Dr. D’Alessandri earned his MD in 1971. He 
did an internship at Metropolitan Hospital in 
New York and was a fellow at the University 
of Florida, Division of Infectious Diseases. 

He is board certified in infectious diseases 
and a diplomat of the American Board of Inter-
nal Medicine. He is a member emeritus of the 
Association of American Medical Colleges and 
he served as chair of several committees. He 
was a member of the Accreditation Council for 
Graduate Medical Education Executive Com-
mittee and was Chairman in 1995–96. He 
served on the advisory committee for the 
AHC/HASA Center for Interdisciplinary, Com-
munity-Based, Learning of the Association of 
Academic Health Centers and was on the Re-
gional Policy Board of the American Hospital 
Association. Dr. D’Alessandri is well published 
on a variety of subjects and has received nu-
merous honors and awards throughout his ca-
reer. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Dr. D’Alessandri on this auspicious 
occasion. His selection as ‘‘Man of the Year’’ 
is a reflection of the respect with which he is 
held by the entire community and the high ex-
pectations the community has for the impor-
tant mission he is leading. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF ANNETTA ‘‘ANNE’’ 
EVENSON OLIVER 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
memory of Annetta ‘‘Anne’’ Evenson Oliver, 
whose dedication to the health care profes-
sion, her family, her community, and her coun-
try will be long remembered. 

Anne died last week. By her side were her 
husband of 42 years, Jerry; her daughter, 
Chrissy; and her son, Jason. 

After graduating from the University of Wis-
consin at Madison in 1962, Anne accepted a 
commission in the United States Navy Nurses 
Corps. She received an honorable discharge 
three years later with the rank of lieutenant, 
then served U.S. military veterans for the next 
30 years at the VA Hospital in San Fernando 
and the Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Center at Sepulveda, in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia. 

After her retirement from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, Anne became a nursing edu-

cator and, for the past 11 years, was a nurs-
ing supervisor at Simi Valley Hospital in Simi 
Valley, California. 

An active mom as well, Anne was a Girl 
Scout and Cub Scout leader and a team mom 
and nurse. She served her community as an 
original member of Neighborhood Council #3 
in Simi Valley and a former board member of 
the Simi Valley Free Clinic. 

Madam Speaker, I know my colleagues join 
my wife, Janice, and me in offering our condo-
lences to Jerry, Chrissy, and Jason and all 
who knew and loved Anne. Godspeed, Anne. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF GALLERY 218 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the efforts of the administra-
tion, students, and faculty of the Franklin Pub-
lic Schools in Franklin, Massachusetts for es-
tablishing Gallery 218. 

Gallery 218 was created by converting a 
storage room off of the high school’s cafeteria 
into a pleasant and inviting space where ex-
hibits of student artwork are proudly displayed. 
This gallery is open to the community to show-
case how important a great art program is to 
a well-rounded education. 

The faculty who provide art education in 
Franklin are themselves great artists. I had the 
pleasure recently of visiting Gallery 218 where 
the current exhibit consists of works of art cre-
ated by the faculty. I was extremely impressed 
with the quality and variety of artwork on dis-
play. 

Madam Speaker, I am certain that the entire 
House of Representatives joins me in con-
gratulating the administration and faculty of 
the Franklin Public Schools for their exemplary 
efforts to promote the arts in their schools by 
establishing Gallery 218. 

I am including in the RECORD a recent arti-
cle from the Milford Daily News about this ter-
rific project. 
[From the Milford Daily News, Sept. 24, 2008] 

ART TEACHERS LEAD BY EXAMPLE 

(By Heather McCarron) 

FRANKLIN.—The old myth, ‘‘Those who can, 
do, and those who can’t, teach,’’ has been 
proven completely false by the town schools’ 
art faculty. 

Mike Caple, art director for the School De-
partment, is joining other members of the K– 
12 art faculty this fall in an exhibit that 
proves ‘‘these teachers can do.’’ 

To open the second season of the schools’’ 
new art space, Gallery 218, many of the 17 
members of the art and visual media faculty 
will be displaying their work to the public 
through Nov. 7. 

An opening reception at the gallery, lo-
cated at Franklin High, was held last Tues-
day. 

In addition to being instructors, ‘‘we are 
all practicing artists,’’ said Caple, who 
teaches Advanced Placement studio art, pho-
tography and introductory courses. ‘‘To be 
an effective visual instructor, you have to 
practice what you do.’’ 

He said he and fellow teachers thought it 
would be a great way to start off the year at 
Gallery 218, which debuted last April, ‘‘by 
showing what we can do.’’ 

He thinks it’s important, especially for 
students, to see ‘‘one, that we are practicing 
artists and we go through the same process 
as they do. And, secondly, to show them 
what they can do.’’ 

It’s also important to connect with the 
greater community, Caple said, and dem-
onstrate how meaningful a great art pro-
gram is to a well-rounded education. 

‘‘We really want to show the value of that 
to the community,’’ said Caple, whose main 
focus is photography. 

The teachers’ work runs the gamut from 
abstract pieces done in acrylics and oils, to 
watercolors, sculpture, photography and 
film. 

Caple has included black-and-white images 
featuring his daughters, as well as a photo-
graphic digital collage that is an emotional 
exploration of the loss of his brother years 
ago in a car accident. 

‘‘I’ve photographed my family since high 
school,’’ Caple said. ‘‘Always black and 
white. It’s just how I see it. I’m interested in 
the non-posed moments. I’m interested in 
capturing moments in between the poses.’’ 

Video production teacher Nick Bailey’s 
work in the exhibit includes ‘‘The Director,’’ 
his 15-minute thesis film ‘‘about a kid trying 
to make a movie to impress people.’’ 

Bailey thinks having the teachers show 
their work is a great idea. ‘‘We’ve got a lot 
of talented artists that are teachers,’’ he 
said. 

Lauren Jezierski, who teaches ceramics, 
sculpture and advanced 3–D, has mixed 
media pieces in the show. ‘‘They’re all self- 
portraits of different types, in different me-
diums. There’s wood, there’s acrylic paint, 
even sewing,’’ she said, noting, ‘‘I like kind 
of repeating the same subject, but in dif-
ferent ways, telling different stories.’’ 

She thinks the show is not only a way for 
the community to see the instructors’ tal-
ents, it’s also a way for the artists to con-
nect with, and inspire, each other. 

‘‘We don’t get to see each other’s work 
much,’’ she said. 

Pam Ziegler, a graphic design teacher at 
the high school, contributed abstract water-
colors developed from photographs she took 
in Italy, in addition to a ‘‘found object sculp-
ture’’ about the process of creativity. 

‘‘I always say teachers should live what 
they teach. Otherwise, it’s not really authen-
tic,’’ Ziegler said. 

Jane Hogan teaches the honors portfolio 
class and, besides a portrait and some ab-
stract works, has contributed a handmade 
portfolio that, in part, explores her careers 
as a teacher and an artist. She describes her-
self as someone leading ‘‘kind of a dual life 
of teaching and doing art.’’ 

‘‘It’s important as a teacher to also do 
your own work,’’ she stressed. ‘‘You stay 
fresh. Your creativity stays in use.’’ 

Amy Radcliffe, who teaches painting, 
printmaking, portfolio, drawing and intro-
ductory art courses, has prints in the ex-
hibit, made by running a painted metal plate 
through a press. She also is showing two 
paintings which are explorations of the same 
subject: An old, beat-up typewriter she found 
in the woods. 

‘‘I just thought it was a real interesting 
piece that must have had some history to 
it,’’ Radcliffe explained. 

When she is teaching, Radcliffe said, ‘‘I try 
to remind the kids that I’m an artist, too, 
and I’ve been through the same struggles.’’ 

She said it’s also fun to see her colleagues’ 
work. ‘‘It’s a little more insight into their 
personalities and styles,’’ Radcliffe said. 

Artist Emily Ortmann included an acrylic 
abstract painting in the show, and two pieces 
of hand-painted, sandblasted glass. 

Having grown up on Long Island—‘‘Jack-
son Pollock land’’—she said, ‘‘a lot of my in-
fluence is from abstract expressionists.’’ 
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‘‘There’s so many different styles,’’ she 

said of the faculty show. 
Zachary Breeze, who teaches computer- 

aided drafting at the high school, is a case- 
in-point. His piece, called ‘‘The Pool Hall,’’ is 
a 3–D image created using a computer. 

‘‘I use a program called Solid Works,’’ he 
said. ‘‘Basically, you create an object in the 
program and make it three dimensional.’’ 

Remington Middle School art teacher 
Rosanne Gosch contributed two abstract 
pieces which, she said, are ‘‘very different 
from anything I had ever made before,’’ hav-
ing been classically trained. 

As a teacher, she said, she usually shares 
work in the form of project examples and 
demonstrations. But the faculty art show, 
she said, ‘‘is a little bit more personal, invit-
ing the public, and not just our students, to 
have a peek into our private selves.’’ 

‘‘I’m always very comfortable showing off 
other people’s work, but a little protective of 
my own, so this is a good opportunity for me 
to just get over myself already,’’ she said. 

Jefferson Elementary School art teacher 
Jennifer McCarthy created a still life in oil 
and a pastel from a class she took this sum-
mer on Cape Cod. 

What inspires her, she said, ‘‘is the mes-
sage we can send and portray with the im-
ages we create.’’ 

Being able to share the work is key, and 
McCarthy loves that Franklin’s art teachers 
and students have somewhere to do that. 

‘‘I think the gallery really sends a message 
that art is important, we appreciate its 
value and look at all the great work that is 
being produced by our teachers and by the 
students,’’ she said. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND 
MEMORY OF ED VOLLENWEIDER 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor Ed Vollenweider, a community 
leader, and World War II hero, and mourn him 
upon his passing at age 87. 

Born in Chicago, Illinois in 1921, the son of 
Swiss immigrants, Ed Vollenweider grew up 
on a small dairy farm in New Glarus, Wis-
consin. Ed joined the U.S. Air Force and be-
came a successful B-26 bomber pilot gar-
nering 72 missions in the European theater of 
World War II. One of the many B-26 planes he 
flew, Flak Bait, now rests in the Smithsonian 
Institution in Washington, DC. After his tour of 
duty ended, he briefly attended the University 
of Minnesota where he met and married Gloria 
Boehmke. Ed and Gloria owned and operated 
Larsen’s Teal Lake Resort in Hayward, Wis-
consin from 1947 to 1950. Sadly, in 1986 after 
39 years of marriage, Ed’s wife, Gloria passed 
away. In 1965, along with two partners, Ed 
opened the Detroiter Truckstop in Woodhaven, 
Michigan, where he served as President and 
CEO. For 43 years, the Detroiter Truckstop 
became an institution and landmark of south-
east Michigan. Ed was also an active board 
member of the National Association of Truck 
Stop Operators, Michigan Trucking Associa-
tion, Grosse Ile Golf and Country Club, and 
the National Rifle Association. 

Tragically, Ed passed away on September 
28, 2008 and will be cherished as a devoted 
husband and father. To his wife, Faith, to his 
sons Edward and Billy, sisters Ruth Esser and 

Hulda Wesner; and to everyone who knew 
and loved him, Ed was a dedicated member of 
his community who will be truly missed. 

Madam Speaker, during his lifetime, Ed 
Vollenweider enriched the lives of everyone 
around him by exhibiting courage, leadership, 
and spirit. As we bid farewell to this out-
standing individual, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in mourning his passing and honoring his 
many years of loyal service to his community 
and our country. 

f 

HONORING REGINA CORBIN 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mrs. McCARTHY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in honor of Regina Corbin for 
her remarkable contributions to her commu-
nity. Ms. Corbin has led a life of selfless devo-
tion that is inspiring to all. Over the course of 
her adult life, she has established a successful 
career, an admirable and distinguished record 
of service, and is a proud wife, mother, and 
grandmother. 

Regina has always been passionate about 
helping others. She has worked two jobs, one 
for 29 years as a Registered Respiratory Ther-
apist at North Shore LIJ and another at the 
Nassau County Board of Elections for the past 
14 years, where she currently works. 

Regina’s service to the community is not 
limited to her work experience. Regina has 
and continues to take the initiative in being a 
proactive community leader and organizer. As 
a mother, she has been active in the Girl 
Scouts and Boy Scouts of the America. Addi-
tionally, her continued support of Glory House 
Recovery, Inc., a residence recovery program 
designed specifically for women, is a testa-
ment to her good will. As a ‘‘Democratic Zone 
Leader’’, she has reached out to the commu-
nity and educated citizens on the political 
process. In doing so, she has assisted count-
less men and women in drawing attention to 
their respective needs. 

Her work has yielded tangible and produc-
tive change. After receiving a letter from an el-
ementary school child in upstate New York 
whose friend was killed by an electronic gym 
door, she made it her priority to see that such 
a tragedy be prevented. As State PTA chair-
person of the NYS Health/Safety and Juvenile 
Protection Committee, she used her unrelent-
ing commitment and passion to get appro-
priate safety legislation adopted. 

Regina’s work is surely inspiring to us all, 
and I am immensely grateful to her for all she 
has done. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
expressing the gratitude of the U.S. Congress 
for her extensive contributions to society. 

f 

HONORING THE ACCOMPLISHMENT 
OF ED LOVE 

HON. JOHN CONYERS JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to express my gratitude for my fellow 
jazz enthusiast and Detroiter, Ed Love. For 

more than 24 years, Ed Love has delighted 
listeners with ‘‘Destination Jazz: The Ed Love 
Program,’’ on weekdays from 7 p.m. to mid-
night on WDET 101.9 FM. Ed’s passion for 
jazz and radio extends all the way back to his 
youth in Kansas, when he was an avid listener 
of his mother’s records and hosts like Dick 
Martin of WWL in New Orleans. After grad-
uating from broadcasting school, Ed worked 
for Armed Forces Radio in several states and 
in the Philippines. Starting in 1960, he worked 
at various stations throughout Detroit until join-
ing WDET in 1983. Ed has not only enter-
tained Detroit radio listeners throughout his 
impressive career, but also spent six years 
hosting a nationally syndicated program enti-
tled ‘‘The Evolution of Jazz,’’ educating and 
entertaining listeners on 125 stations from 
coast to coast. 

Ed was honored for his contribution to the 
world of jazz with the ‘‘Distinguished Achieve-
ment Award’’ from the Motor City Music Foun-
dation. Ed was recognized by the Friends of 
the Detroit Institute of Arts with the ‘‘Dr. Alian 
Locke Award’’ in 1999 for his contributions to 
the arts. He’s earned two ‘‘Spirit of Detroit 
Awards’’ from Detroit Mayors Coleman A. 
Young and Dennis W. Archer. The Michigan 
House of Representatives, the Michigan Sen-
ate, the Congressional Black Caucus and the 
National Broadcast Awards have all recog-
nized him for his profound knowledge and love 
of jazz. The Southeast Michigan Jazz Associa-
tion (SEMJA) recognized Ed for his out-
standing contribution to jazz and the arts. In 
2005, Ed received the ‘‘Detroit Jazz Guardian’’ 
Award from the Music Hall Center for the Per-
forming Arts and the Detroit International Jazz 
Festival. Ed was also honored in 2005 with 
the ‘‘Distinguished Arts Achievement’’ award 
from the Oakland County chapter of The 
Links. He has also served as the senior pro-
gram consultant for the Detroit International 
Jazz Festival since 2000. 

In the wake of the collapse of the Inter-
national Association of Jazz Educators, Ed 
Love and other jazz advocates will be even 
more important in the preservation of one of 
our Nation’s treasures and original art forms, 
jazz. I know that as long as jazz has stewards 
like Ed Love, we can be assured that it will be 
taught and will thrive the future. Through his 
work, Ed Love has and will continue to inspire 
generations of performers, educators, and stu-
dents for years to come. 

f 

CELEBRATING FILIPINO AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Filipino American Heritage 
Month. It is with great pleasure that I join Fili-
pinos across the country in recognizing the 
history, culture, and accomplishments of Fili-
pino Americans. Filipino American Heritage 
Month has been celebrated nationwide every 
October since 1988, and the Hawaii State 
Legislature, on April 15, 2008, was the first 
governing body to officially recognize the 
month. 

There are nearly 4 million people of Filipino 
descent in the United States, and a sizeable 
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population of this group resides in my home 
State of Hawaii. Filipino Americans have been 
in the United States since the 18th century 
and have been in Hawaii since 1906, when 
the first Filipino migrant laborers came to Ha-
waii to work on the sugar and pineapple plan-
tations. Those Filipinos, their descendants, 
and the recent immigrants to Hawaii and 
America have made an indelible impact on our 
culture, and we should be sure to take this 
month to recognize the contributions of Filipino 
Americans. 

While Filipinos have made great contribu-
tions to America, it is important that we not 
overlook the needs of the community, includ-
ing a fair and sensible immigration policy. I 
chair the Immigration Task Force of the Con-
gressional Asian Pacific American Caucus, 
CAPAC, and I will continue to fight for the 
needs of families within the immigration de-
bate. 

One of the major issues for the Filipino 
Americans and other Asian Pacific American 
communities is family reunification: allowing 
relatives of legal permanent residents, other 
than spouses and minor children, to immigrate 
legally and join their families. It can take the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) as long as 23 years to even consider 
an application for a family member from the 
Philippines. 

The extended family is a foundation in many 
of our cultures, and it provides real benefits to 
the greater society as well. Families often pool 
resources to educate children or purchase 
homes and establish roots in their commu-
nities. We often see extended family networks 
starting businesses, providing economic devel-
opment and jobs. Congress must act to en-
sure that families who will contribute to Amer-
ican society are not punished by our immigra-
tion system. 

The treatment of Filipinos who fought with 
the United States Armed Forces in World War 
II is also an issue of great concern for Filipino 
Americans and a dark spot in American His-
tory. The Philippines became a United States 
possession after Spain ceded it as part of the 
treaty ending the Spanish-American War in 
1898. In 1934, Congress created a 10–year 
time frame for independence through the 
‘‘Philippine Independence Act.’’ However, 
since the Philippines remained a colonial pos-
session until 1946 the United States retained 
the right to call upon military forces organized 
by the Philippine government into the United 
States Armed Forces. 

On July 26, 1941, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt issued a military order that brought 
the Philippine Commonwealth Forces under 
the control of the United States Armed Forces 
during World War II. These men bravely 
fought with our own troops during the war, and 
many perished or suffered severe wounds 
from the battles in the western Pacific Theater. 
After the surrender of Japan, Congress re-
quired the Philippine Forces to continue serv-
ice their service. Many helped occupy lands, 
many oversaw military operations, and many 
made the ultimate sacrifice to secure our vic-
tory in World War II. Yet, when wartime serv-
ice ended formally in 1946 they did not re-
ceive the same benefits and the same treat-
ment as other American soldiers. 

Yet, for all their heroic and courageous ac-
tions, Congress passed the ‘‘Recession Act’’ 
in February 1946. This essentially denied Fili-
pino veterans any of the benefits that their 

American comrades in arms received, includ-
ing full access to veterans’ health care; serv-
ice-connected disability compensation, non- 
service connected disability compensation, de-
pendent indemnity compensation, death pen-
sion, and full burial benefits. No other group of 
veterans has been systematically denied these 
benefits. While we are nearly out of time to 
right this wrong this Congress, I look forward 
to working with my colleagues in the 111th 
Congress on ensuring Filipino veterans the 
benefits they deserve. 

Filipino Americans have enriched the fabric 
of America, and I am proud to celebrate Fili-
pino American Heritage Month. I look forward 
to continuing to work with the Filipino Amer-
ican community to address the needs and 
concerns of Filipino Americans throughout the 
United States. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FAMILIA UNIDA LIV-
ING WITH MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the work and service that Familia Unida 
Living with Multiple Sclerosis, Familia Unida, 
contributes throughout California’s 32nd Con-
gressional District. 

Familia Unida’s mission is to enlighten, edu-
cate, and unite families that are affected by 
Multiple Sclerosis, MS, as well as other debili-
tating diseases. Though originally founded to 
provide culturally and linguistically sensitive re-
sources to the Latino community dealing with 
MS, Family Unida’s outreach now extends into 
the entire MS community, providing services 
to any who request assistance in coping with 
this disease. Through events such as the 5th 
Annual Wheelchair Wash, Familia Unida con-
tinues to bring awareness to the importance of 
the inclusion of all persons, especially those 
living with disabilities, in our lives. 

Famila Unida has enhanced the quality of 
life for many through its extensive services in 
obtaining health care access, as well as pro-
viding educational resources. As Family Unida 
continues to honor its founding principles of 
providing culturally sensitive programs and 
support for those living with MS, I ask that my 
colleagues join me in recognizing its valued 
service and commitment to the MS commu-
nity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BOB SIKES ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL UPON ITS FIF-
TIETH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on 
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an 
honor for me to rise today to recognize Bob 
Sikes Elementary School on its fiftieth anniver-
sary. 

Named after Robert L. F. Sikes, the beloved 
former U.S. Representative of Crestview, Flor-
ida, Bob Sikes Elementary School upholds the 
same values and standards as its namesake. 

Serving from 1941 until 1962, Congressman 
Sikes is still remembered for his hard work 
and dedication to the area. His image con-
tinues to live on in the exemplary institutions 
that adopt both his name and his commitment 
to excellence. 

For 5 decades, Bob Sikes Elementary 
School has influenced the academic success 
of its students. The school houses an excep-
tional faculty whose outstanding teaching ca-
pabilities have enhanced the learning opportu-
nities for those enrolled. The school’s adminis-
tration is equally impressive as it expertly bal-
ances the rigorous demands of running the 
school. It is the countless hours of service and 
dedication employed by the faculty and admin-
istration that have enabled the students at Bob 
Sikes Elementary to attain academic excel-
lence. 

In addition to the active academic environ-
ment, Bob Sikes Elementary maintains a 
strong sense of community and enables each 
of its students to feel special. Teachers take 
the time to recognize and reward students’ in-
dividual talents and help foster a familial feel 
in the classrooms. After 50 years, multiple 
generations of Crestview families who have at-
tended Bob Sikes Elementary look back fondly 
on the school that taught them to read, to be 
kind to others, to count, and so many other 
important lessons. It is a testament to the 
school’s academic and administrative 
strengths that 5 decades of families have con-
tinued to send their children to this exemplary 
school. It is these same strengths that ensure 
its continued success and the enrollment of 
children for decades to come. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am proud to recognize Bob 
Spikes Elementary School on this outstanding 
achievement and for its exemplary service in 
the Okaloosa County School District. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 35TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE HERITAGE 
FOUNDATION 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I wish to recognize The Heritage 
Foundation on the 35th anniversary of their 
founding. Since 1973, Heritage has been a 
stalwart in promoting and educating the Amer-
ican people on the merits of conservative, free 
market principles. Their belief in the power of 
individual liberty, American values, and limited 
government is matched by their dedication to 
a strong national defense. 

The Heritage Foundation has been intri-
cately involved in the rise of modern conserv-
atism. It has benefited from the strong leader-
ship of individuals like Executive Vice Presi-
dent and CEO Phillip Truluck. Phil is a native 
of South Carolina and graduate of the Univer-
sity of South Carolina. Additionally, the late 
Tom Roe of Greenville, South Carolina, was a 
longtime trustee and endowed the Thomas A. 
Roe Institute of Economic Policy at The Herit-
age Foundation. 

From its influence in the days of the Reagan 
Revolution to the Contract with America and in 
promoting a strong national defense and 
sound economic growth in the aftermath of 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 06:43 Oct 03, 2008 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A02OC8.030 E02OCPT1w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

68
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E2209 October 2, 2008 
September 11th, I commend The Heritage 
Foundation for over three decades of impor-
tant work to help our Nation’s leaders build a 
stronger America. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LORENE FOSTER 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
honor of Lorene Foster, who will turn 100 
years young on October 20. 

Lorene has been a resident of Simi Valley, 
California, since 1947. A real Simi Valley pio-
neer, she and her late husband, Chester, 
owned and operated the Simi Susana Airport 
in the east end of Simi Valley, where I kept 
my airplane when I was a private pilot. Lorene 
and Chester became my good friends. 

Lorene has always been active and orga-
nized. She was involved in the Simi Valley 
Women’s Club, PTA and served as class par-
ent, 4–H, Campfire Girls, Bluebirds, Bridge 
Club, Boots and Slippers Square Dancing, 
Community Drama Group, Garden Club, and 
was a Simi Valley Hospital volunteer. Many of 
the groups she involved herself with she led or 
served as president. 

Somehow, she also found time to travel 
around the world—twice. 

Lorene still lives on her own and cares for 
her own finances. She still enjoys floral ar-
ranging, board games, cards, and painting. 
Lorene also enjoys her 3 daughters, 14 grand-
children, and 15 great-grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, I know my colleagues join 
my wife, Janice, and me in congratulating 
Lorene for 100 years of good and active living 
and in wishing her many more. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CENTRAL COMMU-
NITY BRANCH OF THE YMCA 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a wonderful community 
institution in my district, the Central Commu-
nity Branch of YMCA Greater Worcester. 

For 144 years, the Central Community 
Branch of the YMCA of Central Massachusetts 
has worked to improve the lives of families in 
the Worcester community. The branch was es-
tablished in 1864 to ‘‘improve the spiritual and 
mental condition of young men.’’ The organi-
zation moved into its current Main Street 
home in Worcester in 1918, when the building 
was constructed. Since 1918, the building has 
undergone three major renovations in 1959, 
1983, and 2008. 

Currently, the newly renovated Main Street 
facility provides thousands of youth and adults 
with health and fitness programs, a range of 
classes, and sports leagues. The branch also 
offers the Worcester community an incredible 
diversity of programs in education, health, and 
fitness. Its Minority Achievers Program helps 
tutor high school children and guide them on 
the path to college. Its ‘‘Schools Out’’ pro-
grams provide hundreds of youth with safe 

after-school education and recreation pro-
grams. Its summer camps in Sutton and 
Boylston provide families with wonderful sum-
mer programming. Its Kids on the Go program 
teaches children aged 8–14 how to lead a 
healthy lifestyle with exercise and a balanced 
diet. 

On Thursday, October 2, 2008, the Central 
Community Branch of YMCA of Central Mas-
sachusetts celebrates its successful comple-
tion of the ‘‘Strength of the Team’’ capital 
campaign and its renovations through a ribbon 
cutting ceremony. The organization has in-
vested $5 million to improve the inner city 
beacon, allowing the community to be aware 
of its location. The renovation was driven by a 
successful capital campaign, which raised the 
largest gift to the branch in its entire history of 
$2.2 million from the George I. Alden trust. It 
also was the source of the largest individual 
gift of $500,000 from Gene DeFeudis. The 
wide support that this campaign received is 
tribute to the great work that the central 
branch does in the Greater Worcester commu-
nity. 

Madam Speaker, I commend this wonderful 
organization that brings together people from 
all backgrounds, cultures and religions for the 
purpose of improving the mind, body and spirit 
of all. I congratulate the staff, members and 
supporters of the Central Community Branch 
of the YMCA of Central Massachusetts for 
their successful ‘‘Strength of the Team’’ capital 
campaign, and I know all of my colleagues 
join me in thanking them for their wonderful 
work. 

f 

EMERGENCY ECONOMIC 
STABILIZATION ACT OF 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Madam Speaker, to-
day’s vote reaffirms the independence of Con-
gress and makes it clear that we will not be 
stampeded into spending hundreds of billions 
of taxpayer dollars in a precipitous manner. 
This legislation would have directed $700 bil-
lion of the people’s money to bailout rich and 
powerful interests who acted irresponsibly. It 
would have been a classic example of taking 
from those who have been responsible and 
giving it to those who have not. 

We were told without this effort our country 
would suffer a financial calamity of historic 
proportion. However, Congress has spoken, 
and today’s defeat of the bill is a rebuke of 
such scare tactics. These tactics made many 
of us even more skeptical of being rushed to 
act, especially when we are being asked to al-
locate hundreds of billions of taxpayer dollars. 

There were no reforms included in the bill 
that would have addressed the initial root 
causes of this financial mess, so there is no 
reason to believe if we passed the bill that we 
would not find ourselves in a similar crisis and 
on the edge of a similar economic abyss over 
and over again. The elites in the financial in-
dustry wanted us to give them a blank check. 
Well, that’s not responsible, and it doesn’t take 
a financial genius to predict the resulting spe-
cial interests feeding frenzy. Whether this 
feeding would ever avert an economic debacle 
is yet to be seen. 

Effective reform takes time, commitment, 
and cooperation, which were obviously not a 
part of this speeded up, hysteria driven pro-
posal. I remain willing to work with all of my 
colleagues in the House to fix our broken fi-
nancial system. In the end, this bailout pro-
posal was socialism for the rich, or better, so-
cialism without a human face. It deserved to 
be defeated. 

f 

STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES GIFT OF 
LIFE MEDAL ACT OF 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
applaud House and Senate passage by unani-
mous consent of H.R. 7198, the Stephanie 
Tubbs Jones Gift of Life Medal Act of 2008. 
Representative Tubbs Jones’ life ended as 
she lived it; by exemplifying concern for the 
welfare of others. She donated her organs in 
the waning hours of her life so that the lives 
of others could continue. In that spirit, this leg-
islation creates a commemorative medal for 
organ donors and their families, recognizing 
the brave and selfless act of organ donation. 
It is a fitting tribute to her, and I look forward 
to seeing this program get up and running. 

This bill is a modified version of H.R. 6950, 
which passed the House on September 25, 
2008. We modified the bill in order to address 
concerns from the other body and ensure its 
passage. 

Unfortunately, in modifying the bill, we had 
to delete findings included in H.R. 6950. I ask 
to insert these findings into the RECORD. 

(1) Congresswoman Stephanie Tubbs Jones 
was dedicated to eliminating health disparities 
and protecting vulnerable populations. 

(2) Through her service on the Committee 
on Ways and Means, Subcommittee on 
Health, she was a strong voice for those who 
were poor, elderly, racial and ethnic minorities, 
and disenfranchised. 

(3) Congresswoman Stephanie Tubbs 
Jones’ concern for others was demonstrated 
by the decision to donate her organs, so that 
as her life ended, the lives of others contin-
ued. 

(4) There are currently 99,625 candidates 
for organ donation on the national transplant 
waiting list. Every 16 minutes, a new name is 
added to such list. Sixteen persons die each 
day waiting for a life saving organ transplant. 

(5) Minority populations account for nearly 
50 percent of those on the national transplant 
waiting list. 

(6) Diseases that can lead to organ failure, 
such as hypertension and diabetes, are found 
more frequently in ethnic minority populations 
than in the general population. 

(7) While minorities donate organs in pro-
portion to their population, the rate of organ 
donations fails to keep pace with the need for 
transplants in the population. African Ameri-
cans, for example, represent about 13 percent 
of the population and 12 percent of organ do-
nors, but comprise roughly 23 percent of indi-
viduals on national transplant waiting list for 
kidney transplants. 

(8) Transplantation success rates are higher 
when organs are matched between people 
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sharing the same racial and ethnic back-
ground. 

(9) Because of the disparities in the need 
for organs, minorities are more likely to wait 
longer to find a successful match and are 
more likely to be sicker when an organ is 
found. 

(10) An increase in minority organ donations 
would decrease the waiting time and increase 
the likelihood of successful transplantations for 
minorities. 

f 

AMENDING THE COMMODITY PRO-
VISIONS OF THE FOOD, CON-
SERVATION, AND ENERGY ACT 
OF 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I submit for printing in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD the following exchange of let-
ters between the Committee on Agriculture 
and the Committee on Ways and Means with 
regards to H.R. 6849. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS, 

Washington, DC, September 27, 2008. 
Hon. COLLIN PETERSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN PETERSON: I am writing re-
garding H.R. 6849, which may be considered 
on the floor today, and which includes 
amendments to section 901 of the Trade Act 
of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2497(a)). As you know, the 
Committee on Ways and Means has jurisdic-
tion over legislation amending the Trade Act 
of 1974, and thus, these amendments fall 
within the jurisdiction of the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

However, in order to expedite this bill for 
floor consideration, the Committee will 
forgo action. This is being done with the un-
derstanding that it does not in any way prej-
udice the Committee with respect to the ap-
pointment of conferees or its jurisdictional 
prerogatives on this bill or similar legisla-
tion in the future. 

I would appreciate your response to this 
letter, confirming this understanding with 
respect to H.R. 6849, and would ask that a 
copy of our exchange of letters on this mat-
ter be included in the Record. 

Sincerely, 
CHARLES B. RANGEL, 

Chairman. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, 
Washington, DC, September 27, 2008. 

Hon. CHARLES B. RANGEL, 
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means, 

Longworth House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN RANGEL: Thank you for 
your letter regarding the Committee on 
Ways and Means’ jurisdictional interest in 
H.R. 6849. 

I appreciate your willingness to expedite 
this legislation for Floor consideration, with 
the understanding that it does not prejudice 
your Committee’s jurisdictional prerogatives 
on this or similar legislation. 

I will submit a copy of your letter and this 
response as part of the Congressional Record 
during consideration of the legislation on 
the House floor. Thank you for your support 

of H.R. 6849 and your cooperation as we work 
towards enactment of this legislation. 

Sincerely, 
COLLIN C. PETERSON, 

Chairman. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND 
MEMORY OF SHIRLEY DEMMER 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor the life of Shirley Demmer and 
applaud Bill Demmer’s establishment of the 
Shirley Dudek Demmer Summer Chair of Re-
search at the Brain Aneurysm Foundation. 

In 1952, Shirley was born in Detroit, Michi-
gan to a homemaker and a General Motors 
automotive worker. She grew up in a modest 
neighborhood with five siblings. Tragically, at 
age 13, Shirley lost her mother to what was 
thought to be a stroke, but was later confirmed 
to be a ruptured brain aneurysm. After the 
passing of her mother, Shirley had to grow up 
fast. In 1975, she met her future husband Bill, 
with whom she would share 30 wonderful 
years of marriage. In 1978, the Demmers 
moved to Northville, Michigan, and raised their 
three children. Shirley was active in her com-
munity, involved in philanthropic efforts espe-
cially in the area of violence against women. 
Bill became Chairman of the North American 
International Auto Show. 

At 50, Shirley decided to accomplish one of 
her life’s goals and complete her bachelors 
degree. In 2007, she graduated with highest 
honors from Madonna University with a de-
gree in sociology. Soon thereafter, Shirley ap-
plied and was accepted into the University of 
Michigan’s Gender Studies graduate program. 
Unfortunately, she never had a chance to earn 
her graduate degree. Sadly, Shirley Demmer 
died in November 2007. Shirley was a person 
of extreme warmth and caring. She touched 
the lives of many people in her community, 
and she is sorely missed. 

After her passing, Bill sought to learn every-
thing possible about brain aneurysms. He 
found the incidence of brain aneurysms are 
often partly genetic and his mother-in-law had 
probably died from a ruptured brain aneurysm. 
Consequently, he ensured their children and 
Shirley’s siblings were screened for brain an-
eurysms. Thanks to these screenings, Shir-
ley’s sister Nancy was found to have a brain 
aneurysm and underwent a successful 
craniotomy to save her life. In addition, her 
husband Bill provided a grant to establish the 
Shirley Dudek Demmer Chair of Research at 
the Brain Aneurysm Foundation to promote 
early detection of brain aneurysms. 

Fortunately, today there is a greater aware-
ness of brain aneurysms and the danger they 
pose to Americans. Through the efforts of 
people like Bill Demmer and organizations like 
the Brain Aneurysm Foundation, our nation’s 
leaders have become involved in efforts to 
promote brain aneurysm awareness. For on 
September 26, 2008, Representative PATRICK 
TIBERI (OH) introduced H. Res. 1511, which 
would express support for designation of the 
month of September as ‘‘National Brain Aneu-
rysm Awareness Month’’. 

Madam Speaker, today, as we remember 
the life of Shirley Demmer, I ask my col-

leagues to join me in mourning her passing 
and applauding the establishment of the Shir-
ley Dudek Demmer Chair of Research. 

f 

IN HONOR OF TAIWAN NATIONAL 
DAY 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
order to celebrate with the Taiwanese on their 
National Day. 

This year, the Taiwanese people dem-
onstrated to the world during their most recent 
Presidential election with a clear, ringing voice 
of freedom that they are a democratic people 
and a beacon of democracy to Asia and the 
world. 

The peaceful transfer of power between 
Presidents stood as a reminder that Taiwan is 
an important ally to the United States as they 
exemplify to that region democracy and rule of 
the people. Today, as the newly elected Presi-
dent Ma prepares to celebrate with his people, 
Taiwan’s National Day serves as a reminder 
that all who share the ideals of liberty enjoy 
the bonds of friendship and peace. 

Please join with me in congratulating Tai-
wan, both our friend and ally, and on their Na-
tional Day. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE BUD 
CRAMER 

HON. MARION BERRY 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. BERRY. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a fellow Blue Dog, a gracious 
friend, and a great American. 

Since 1991, this gentleman has served his 
home state of Alabama as an outstanding 
Member of Congress, and before that served 
our country as a member of the United States 
Army and Army Reserve. 

He has been a champion of child protec-
tion—reflecting his roots as founder of the Na-
tional Children’s Advocacy Centre—and a true 
promoter of our space program. He is a long- 
time supporter of national defense measures, 
and a tireless advocate of fiscal responsibility. 

ROBERT EDWARD CRAMER, Jr.—our friend 
Bud—has plenty of folks both home in Hunts-
ville and here in Washington, DC who admire 
and appreciate him, but I ask you to join me 
again today in congratulating him on a job well 
done and a journey well traveled. 

f 

CELEBRATING FILIPINO AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to speak about a resolution that I have just in-
troduced along with Congressmen HONDA, 
ISSA, and BOBBY SCOTT, my colleagues on the 
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U.S.-Philippines Friendship Caucus, H. Res. 
1523. This resolution recognizes Filipino 
American Heritage Month and celebrating the 
heritage and culture of Filipino Americans and 
their immense contributions to our Nation. 

The Filipino American National Historical 
Society established Filipino American History 
Month in 1988 but I was surprised to learn 
that the House of Representatives has never 
recognized this month, which is long overdue! 
We are pleased to honor the Filipino American 
community and pay tribute to the extraordinary 
contributions that Filipinos make to this Nation. 
Filipino Americans have been part of the 
American experience, confronting many dif-
ficult challenges while being resolute and 
steadfast in their cultural heritage. 

We honor the Filipino Americans, from the 
farm workers to nurses and doctors and to the 
brave and courageous soldiers who fought 
shoulder to shoulder with American service-
men. This country is indebted to the Filipino 
veterans of World War II for their extraordinary 
sacrifices. We promise that we will not give 
up. Equity and recognition for World War II 
Veterans is a moral imperative! 

I invite my colleagues to join with me in 
honoring the history, culture, and contribution 
of Filipino Americans in the United States, by 
supporting this important resolution, H. Res. 
1523. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF WILLIAM 
‘‘SON’’ EDWIN HUDSON, SR. 

HON. TRAVIS W. CHILDERS 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday October 2, 2008 

Mr. CHILDERS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of the late William 
‘‘Son’’ Edwin Hudson, Sr. who was tragically 
taken from us Friday, September 26, 2008. 
Mr. Hudson was a native Mississippian, and 
member of Sardis Lake Baptist Church. He 
was known in the community as a public serv-
ant, and served as the Panola County Emer-
gency 911 Civil Defense Coordinator. 

Mr. Hudson lost his life in a tragic auto-
mobile accident, at the age of 65. He was very 
active in his community; he was a director of 
the Panola County Homeland Security, the 
Panola County E–911 Coordinator and Panola 
County Fire Coordinator. His life of service 
and friendship to the Panola County region will 
not be forgotten. 

William ‘‘Son’’ Edwin Hudson, Sr. is sur-
vived by his brother, James Rodney Hudson 
of Sardis, his two daughters, his two sons, 
and his seven grandchildren. The great State 
of Mississippi thanks him for his contributions. 
I ask my colleagues to join me today in re-
membering William ‘‘Son’’ Edwin Hudson, Sr. 
in their thoughts and prayers. 

UNITED STATES-INDIA NUCLEAR 
COOPERATION APPROVAL AND 
NONPROLIFERATION ENHANCE-
MENT ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 26, 2008 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to express my reluctant support for the United 
States-India Nuclear Cooperation Approval 
and Nonproliferation Enhancement Act. 

I support this legislation because, on bal-
ance, I think it advances U.S. national security 
and other national interests. I do so reluctantly 
because of the risk that it weakens our efforts 
to prevent the proliferation of nuclear material 
and nuclear technology. 

I ultimately support this measure for three 
major reasons: 

First, this agreement will create more inter-
national supervision of India’s nuclear fuel 
cycle than there would be without it. India and 
the International Atomic Energy Agency have 
agreed to new safeguards for Indian civilian 
nuclear plants. In addition, over the last 30 
years India has voluntarily imposed safe-
guards on its nuclear program and has estab-
lished an excellent record on non-proliferation. 
While India is not a party to the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), it has maintained 
strict controls on its nuclear technology and 
has demonstrated that it is committed to being 
a responsible nuclear steward. That is one the 
reasons that the 45 nation Nuclear Suppliers 
Group granted India a waver to permit it to 
purchase fuel and technology. 

Second, India is a country with a large, well- 
established, multicultural and multireligious de-
mocracy. Building a strategic relationship with 
India will further our interests in the region and 
send a strong signal that responsible conduct 
is recognized. India’s conduct stands in stark 
contrast to that of North Korea, which is a sig-
natory of the NPT but has violated its respon-
sibilities under that agreement by building and 
testing nuclear weapons. 

Third, this bill is important for how it may im-
pact India’s growing contribution to global 
warming. India’s economy is growing rapidly, 
swelling at more than 7 percent per year. That 
economic growth is fed by a voracious appe-
tite for electricity. More than half of India’s new 
power supplies come from coal. Displacing 
coal use in India with nuclear power could pre-
vent the release of millions of tons of carbon 
dioxide each year into the atmosphere. 

Last, in recent weeks, secret correspond-
ence between the White House and Congress 
has further clarified the U.S. position on many 
important questions about this deal. Assistant 
Secretary Bergner wrote Representative TOM 
LANTOS in January of this year and stated in 
no uncertain terms that the United States will 
not sell sensitive nuclear technologies to India 
and would immediately terminate the agree-
ment if India conducted a nuclear test. 

For these reasons, I will support this agree-
ment. But I support it with the caveat that, in 
the event that India tests a nuclear weapon, I 
will actively and strongly work to terminate the 
agreement. 

TRIBUTE TO MOUNT CALVARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, it is my 
honor to rise today on behalf of Mount Calvary 
Baptist Church. This beacon of hope in Har-
lem has provided faith and fellowship for its 
congregation for 91 years. 

The rich history of this Harlem religious in-
stitution began 1917. At the time Black labor-
ers were actively recruited to leave the South 
to work in New York’s factories. Mount Cal-
vary Baptist Church, among other churches, 
served as a pillar of spiritual sustenance and 
support for this young Black community. 
Throughout Harlem’s tough times including 
devastating riots, poverty, crime, and unem-
ployment, the church has continued its invalu-
able work, inspiring new generations of Har-
lemites to improve their communities and to 
develop their spiritual potential. 

Mount Calvary Baptist Church, in 1991, 
began a series of new community projects, 
starting with the Building Trade Training 
School Program and later the church’s partici-
pation in the ‘‘Angel Tree Prison Ministry’’ in 
1995. 

Mount Calvary Baptist Church has since 
built on its years of community work to found 
a highly successful men’s ministry, women’s 
ministry, and prison ministry, as well as spon-
soring health workshops for men, a youth bas-
ketball team, and a Youth Ministry in 2001. 

Mount Calvary Baptist Church, under the 
adroit leadership of Reverend Dr. Adolph Rob-
erts, Senior Pastor, can take pride in its many 
accomplishments in the community. Over the 
course of its 91-year history, the church has 
served as the spiritual home of thousands of 
men, women, boys, girls, and teenagers, in-
spiring them with a message of hope, deliver-
ance, and prosperity. 

f 

THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF ALA-
BAMA CIVIL RIGHTS ATTORNEY 
J.L. CHESTNUT 

HON. ARTUR DAVIS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. DAVIS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to honor the legacy of an outstanding Ala-
bamian who died this week, J.L. Chestnut. 
Thousands will gather next Wednesday in 
Selma to lay him to rest, and to recall the way 
his extraordinary life shaped my state. 

J.L. Chestnut was born in 1930 in Selma. 
The Depression-era South suffocated the aspi-
rations of most young black men, but J.L. 
managed to escape, first to Dillard University, 
then to Howard Law School. It would have 
been understandable if he had joined the 
ranks of educated blacks who never returned 
to the South, shunning the region that lynched 
Emmett Till and that spawned the most viru-
lent resistance to integration. J.L., however, 
was the kind of intrepid soul who sought out 
the South as the likeliest frontline in the fledg-
ing civil rights movement. 

When he came home, he started his life’s 
work of defending powerless people. I’ve 
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heard older lawyers in Selma describe even 
the youthful J.L. Chestnut’s brilliance in the 
courtroom and the cool, relentless way he 
navigated through a segregated justice system 
in those early years. Not surprisingly, the or-
ganizers of the Selma marches in 1965 turned 
to him when they needed a legal strategy to 
spring demonstrators out of jail before they 
could be mauled or before they lost hope. It 
goes without saying that his visibility made 
him a marked man in a county where civil 
rights demonstrators occasionally wound up 
dead. 

When the drama of the voting rights cam-
paign ended, Chestnut’s prestige as black Sel-
ma’s attorney of record continued to rise. 
Chestnut litigated dozens of cases in federal 
court that reminded Alabama and Dallas 
County that the Constitution applied there—his 
work integrated juries, and the administrative 
ranks of the school system, as well as every 
sector of the workplace. Over the last decades 
of his life, he was the principal voting rights lit-
igator in Alabama. The lawyer who was re-
nowned for keeping innocent young men out 
of jail emerged as the lawyer to call if some 
municipality or county was scheming to dilute 
the black voter share, or to put some new en-
cumbrance on black voter registration. The 
testament to his craftsmanship: I heard a fed-
eral judge say once that he looked more skep-
tically at voting rights cases in Alabama that 
didn’t have Chestnut’s names on the plead-
ings. 

Chestnut, to my knowledge, never enter-
tained the idea of running for office. He 
memorably told an audience once that you 
could lean on politicians more effectively if you 
weren’t one of them. Thankfully, he leaned on 
more than a few and helped prop up a good 
number of others. He helped found the Ala-
bama New South Coalition to support progres-
sive candidates. One of the last ones he 
backed was Barack Obama, and J.L. went to 
his grave heartened that this miracle might be 
coming true. 

Since I have entered office, I have seen 
Rosa Parks, Coretta King, John Hulett, 
Johnnie Carr, and now J.L. Chestnut called 
back home. Like them, Chestnut’s contribution 
was moral authority at a time when both were 
in short supply. Chestnut and his class of he-
roes reminded us that we have obligations to 
each other—white and black people owe each 
other civility; talented people owe their com-
munity the service of their abilities; a decent 
society owes legal protections to every citizen; 
a privileged people owe the marginal among 
us security against the worst economic 
storms. 

Finally, J.L. Chestnut reminded me that this 
new generation of leaders must challenge our-
selves even more to forge lasting change—if 
J.L. could do it in a more hateful, more op-
pressive time, how dare we settle for a lesser 
standard of courage, and wit, and persever-
ance. 

Madam Speaker, may God bless the family 
of J.L. Chestnut. 

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT JOE 
ROSS 

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge Lieutenant Joe Ross of 
the Howard County Department of Fire & Res-
cue Services, who has recently received two 
distinct honors. Lieutenant Ross has been 
named Howard County’s 2008 Employee of 
the Year as well as Career Emergency Med-
ical Services (EMS) Provider of the Year by 
the American Legion—Department of Mary-
land. It is right to take time in the Congress to 
thank someone for a job well done. Today we 
pause to recognize a man who goes above 
and beyond the call of duty. 

Lieutenant Ross has worked as a medical 
professional with Howard County Fire and 
Rescue for almost 10 years. Before that time 
he worked for the Anne Arundel County Fire 
Department and served in the United States 
Navy. Ross currently serves as an instructor 
of advanced cardiac life support and pediatric 
advanced life support at the James N. Robey 
Public Safety Training Center, training not only 
his peers, but also nurses and doctors from 
area hospitals. His fellow citizens have recog-
nized the value of his work to Howard County 
and the quality, skill and dedication that he 
brings to his work every day. Madam Speaker, 
Lieutenant Ross’s contributions to our commu-
nity deserve our recognition and we in Mary-
land thank him for his service. 

f 

EMERGENCY ECONOMIC 
STABILIZATION ACT OF 2008 

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to join thousands 
of families in my district who are struggling in 
this economy and frustrated at how this Con-
gress is handling this rescue package. 

A few days ago I stood shoulder to shoulder 
with Democrats and Republicans in this cham-
ber and the families and businesses in my 
community to try and prevent an economic 
disaster. 

While the bill we considered on Monday and 
the one we are voting on again is neither per-
fect nor popular, we have to do something on 
behalf of our Nation and its citizens. We have 
to fight for the families now at risk of losing 
their homes, the seniors who could lose their 
pensions and the students who are losing their 
shot at a college education. 

Madam Speaker, I hope that our chamber 
can change the Senate’s bill so that it does 
not include extraneous provisions that are un-
related to rescuing our economy. 

We worked through the weekend last week 
and I am willing to do it again. We have the 
opportunity to do this right. 

I believe this bill will ultimately protect mid-
dle class families, seniors on fixed incomes 
and students who want to go to college. I be-
lieve it also provides property tax relief, incen-
tives for alternative energy and help for small 
businesses to create jobs. 

These are provisions that will help families 
back at home and put our economy back on 
track. 

On Monday we were derailed by too much 
bitter partisanship and the Senate’s decision 
to tack on tax cuts for things like wood arrows, 
rum and race tracks will only make it harder 
to achieve the unity we need to help this great 
country. 

I am for tax cuts—and have cosponsored 
more than two dozen in the last 22 months, 
but as I have said before, unrelated spending 
has no place in emergency legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I urge the leadership of 
this House to strip the unnecessary provisions, 
pass this bill and send it back to the Senate 
with a message: we cannot afford to wait to 
do what’s right. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF U.S. 
CONGRESSMAN DAVE WELDON, 
M.D. 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to U.S. Congressman 
DAVE WELDON, M.D. who I have had the privi-
lege to serve with over the last 14 years in the 
House of Representatives. 

Congressman WELDON, Florida’s doctor, will 
be retiring at the end of the 110th Congress 
after being first elected to the House in 1994. 
He has been a great example of a citizen leg-
islator—giving up successful professional ca-
reers in the U.S. Army and in medicine and in 
sacrificing time with family to serve our nation. 

Not only is Rep. WELDON a brilliant physi-
cian, but throughout his tenure in Congress, 
he has been a provider of leadership in rep-
resenting Florida’s Space Coast. When DAVE 
spoke on the floor, he spoke with knowledge, 
insight and understanding. Not only did he 
contribute to the legislative process, but he 
also improved the legislative product. 

I am pleased to have this opportunity to sa-
lute Rep. WELDON and his wife Nancy for their 
public service. Madam Speaker, I ask all 
Members of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives to join me in recognizing Congressman 
WELDON’s service to our nation through all as-
pects of his life. To DAVE and his family, we 
extend our sincere thanks and well wishes for 
the future. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO ARCHBISHOP 
WILBERT S. MCKINLEY 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute and honor to the work and 
achievements of Archbishop Wilbert S. McKin-
ley, founding patriarch of the Elim International 
Fellowship. 

Archbishop McKinley established Elim Inter-
national Fellowship on July 26, 1964 at 9 
Chauncey Street in Brooklyn. He began with a 
bold new vision: to create a dynamic spiritual 
center in the heart of Brooklyn that generates 
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a pulsating excitement of the presence of God 
for people of diverse cultural and socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds. 

Archbishop McKinley over the past 44 years 
has guided Elim’s extraordinary growth and 
development, moving the church from its 
Chauncey Street location first to 1810 Fulton 
Street, then to 515 Classon Avenue, and fi-
nally to its larger, magnificent home on 20 
Madison Street in the Bedford-Stuyvesant 
neighborhood of Brooklyn. 

Archbishop McKinley has succeeded in cre-
ating a vibrant home for thousands of men, 
women, boys, girls, and teenagers seeking a 
sincere, personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. The church has launched many power-
ful ministries that bring the Bible to life and in-
spire each individual to develop his or her 
spiritual potential. 

Archbishop McKinley is also an accom-
plished, celebrated preacher and a master 
teacher. His message of hope, deliverance, 
prosperity, and nationhood is broadcasted live 
to thousands of listeners worldwide every Sun-
day morning. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to recognize 
Archbishop Wilbert S. McKinley, Jr. for 50 
years of outstanding service to our community 
as a member of the ministry. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Archbishop Wilbert 
S. McKinley. 

f 

HONORING BOY SCOUT TROOP 31 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I ask the 
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating Boy Scout Troop 31 for celebrating 
their 90th anniversary. The troop will celebrate 
this milestone on October 25 in Flint, Michi-
gan. 

In 1909, William D. Boyce of Chicago was 
visiting London and became lost in a dense 

fog. A Boy Scout helped him to safety. When 
he offered a tip to the youngster, the young 
man responded that a Boy Scout could not 
take a tip for doing a good deed. William 
Boyce was so impressed with the child that he 
sought out Robert Baden-Powell, the founder 
of the Boy Scouts, to learn about the organi-
zation. From that meeting the Boy Scouts of 
America was born. The concept of boys com-
ing together to learn life skills spread across 
the United States and in 1918 Troop 31 was 
founded by Charles P. Coates at Court Street 
United Methodist Church. 

Troop 31 is the fifth oldest troop in Michigan 
and 1 of 250 troops across the Nation that 
have been in existence for 90 or more years. 
Charles Coates was the first Scoutmaster 
leading the troop for the duration of World War 
I. During this time the Scouts served as mes-
sengers for the War Board, sold Liberty Loan 
Bonds, and collected War Savings stamps. 
C.S. Mott was mayor of Flint and his son, Har-
ding C.S. Mott, was one of the first members. 

Over the years, Troop 31 has been blessed 
with outstanding Scoutmasters and leaders. 
Norman A.J. Asselstine, known as ‘‘Mr. A’’ 
served the troop for over 40 years and Robert 
Bigler, known as ‘‘Mr. B’’ served for 50 years. 
Robert Bigler was the oldest and longest reg-
istered member of the Tall Pine Council when 
he passed away in 2004. Over 1,000 boys 
have belonged to Troop 31 over the past 90 
years and over 60 Scouts have reached the 
rank of Eagle Scout. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating the Scouts, Scout alumni, parents, 
leaders, and Scoutmasters of Boy Scout 
Troop 31. For the past 90 years, young men 
have gathered at Court Street United Meth-
odist Church and pledged in the Scout Oath, 
‘‘On my honor I will do my best To do my duty 
to God and my country and obey the Scout 
Law; To help other people at all times; To 
keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, 
and morally straight.’’ These words combined 
with the example of their leaders have guided 
the Scouts of Troop 31 as they matured into 

men. I pray Troop 31 will carry on this legacy 
for many years to come. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SUSAN FOS-
TER—RECIPIENT OF THE 2008 
WEST REGION GREAT COME-
BACKS AWARD 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2008 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Susan Foster on receiv-
ing this year’s West Region Great Comebacks 
Award. This award recognizes the remarkable 
way in which Susan was able to overcome the 
physical and emotional challenges of having 
ulcerative colitis, a form of Inflammatory Bowel 
Disease. 

Susan has suffered from this disease for 15 
years before having a life-changing permanent 
ileostomy. Since then, Susan has dedicated 
herself to staying physically active and trav-
eling, making it a priority to not allow her dis-
ease to control her life. She has also worked 
to actively reach out to others with IBD 
through her time with the United Ostomy As-
sociations of America visiting patients who un-
dergo ostomy surgery. 

The Great Comebacks has been advocating 
for and inspiring those around the world living 
with IBD for the past 24 years. They have 
made it their mission to not only raise aware-
ness for the difficulties that come with having 
IBD, but to also remove the stigma attached to 
having ostomy surgery. Organizations like the 
Great Comebacks support IBD patients and 
help them lead full lives in spite of the adversi-
ties they face. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Susan Foster for her energetic effort in 
supporting those with IBD, and her continued 
service to the community. 
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